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A. 

bee. A town ofPhocis, in 
■which was an oracular tem- 
ple of Apollo, enriched by 
coftly offerings , and more an- 
cient than that of Delphi ; it 
■was burnt by the Perlians iu 
the invafion of Xerxes, but 
its oracles were Hill in repute 
in the time of Herodotus. 

Abdera. A very ancient 
town of Thrace, fituated near 
the coaft of the Aegean fea on 
the eaftcrn fide of the mouth 
of the Nellus, and oppofite 
the ifland ofThafus; faid to 
have been founded either by 
Hercules or by the lifter of 
Diomedes; and after having 
fallen into decay to have been 
re-peopled by a colony from 
Clazomenae, and, at a later 
period, by a colony ofTeians. 

Abj'dus. A town of Troas, 
built by the Milefians on the 
lhore of the narroweft part of 
the Hellefpont oppofite to 
Seflus. 

x 


Abj'dus. A town of Upper 
Aegypt on the weftern fide of 
the Nile, in the Thinitic nome, 
containing the celebrated 
palace of Memnon, and a 
magnificent temple of Ofiris : 
it was the next town in fplen- 
dor to Thebes, but had be- 
come ruinous as early as 
the age of Strabo. 

Acanthus. A town of Atha- 
mania, which, according to 
Strabo , is a diftriA of Epirus. 

Acarnania. The moft weft- 
ern country of Greece, ex- 
tending along the coaft of the 
Ionian fea, feparated from 
Epirus by the Sinus Ambra- 
cius , and from Aetolia by the 
river Achelous. 

Achaia. A country of the Pe- 
loponnefus, extending from 
Sicyon weftward to the extre- 
mity of the Sinus Corinthi- 
acus , and from thence along 
the coaft to the promontory 
Araxus, the boundary of Elis. 
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Acharnac. An inland town 
of Attica belonging to the 
tribe of Oeueis, the largeft 
of thofe that were called 
Ar\fJL0i. 

Achelous. A river whofe 
fource is in mount Pindus; 
it flows fouthwards through 
the country of the Agrsei and 
the Amphilochi, and divides 
Aetolia from Acarnania. 

AchtTvJia. A lake in Thef- 
protia, a province of Epirus, 
through which the river Ache- 
ron difcharges itfelf into the 
fea , nearly oppofite the fou- 
thern point of the ifland of 
Corcyra. 

Acrocorinthus. A mountain 
which ferved as a citadel to 
Corinth , and was inclofed 
within its walls , except 
thofe parts which were too 
fteep to be built on. On its 
fummit was a temple of Ve- 
nus, and a little lower the 
fountain Pirene. 

A&iutn. A town of Acar- 
nania on the fouth caftcru 
fide of the flrait that leads 
into the Sinus Ambracius j 
celebrated for the goodnefs 
of its harbour , and for the 
temple of A&ian Apollo. 

Adramjttium. An Athe- 


CAL INDEX. 
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nian colony with a port and 
arlenal, ori the coaft of the 
Greater Myfia oppoiile Lefbos. 

Aegean Sea. Bounded by 
the coafls of Greece and Ma- 
cedon on the weft, and the 
coaft of Afia Minor on the 
eaft; extends northward to 
the Hellefponl , and fouth- 
ward (according to fomegeo- 
praphers, who cerdider the 
Myrtoan , Cretan , Carpa- 
thian , and Icarian feas as 
parts of it) to the iiland of 
Crete. Others, as Strabo, 
make the promontory of Su- 
nium in Attica its fouthern 
limit. 

Aegina. An iiland in the 
Sinus Saronicus , oppolite the 
Piraeus , at about twenty 
miles diftance. 

Aegypt, (properly (o cal- 
led , for fome geographers 
comprehend , under this 
name, parts ofLybia, Marma- 
rica, and other concjuefts of 
the Aegyptian kings) extends 
from l’hilse and Elephantine, 
built on iflands in the Nile 
and Syene, under the tropic 
of Cancer, along both banks 
of the Nile to the Mediterra- 
nean fea. The great divi lions 
of it were two , according 
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to fome authors, Upper and 
Lower Aegypt ; three accord- 
ing to others, Thebais, Hcp- 
tauomis, Delta. The firft and 
third of thefe were fubdivid- 
ed, each into ten nomes or 
prefectures; the fecond, into 
feven by Ptolemy, asilsname 
imports ; into fix teen by Stra- 
bo, who, indead ofHeptano- 
ums , calls it r t {JLi\at£v X'-dfif-, 
but he enumerates feveral 
that do not belong to Aegypt 
Proper. On the ead of the 
Peluliac mouth of the Nile 
it touches Paledinc and Ara- 
bia Petraea. The lad town 
towards the former was pro- 
bably Odracine, at the outlet 
of the PalusSirbonis; towards 
the latter Hcroopolis , at the 
extremity of the Arahian gulf. 

Aelolia. A maritime Qoun- 
try of Greece , divided from 
Acarnania by the river Aehe- 
lous ; having Doris on the 
north , the Locri Ozolaa on 
the ead, the Ionian fea and 
Corinthian gulf on th^ fouth 
and fou thread. 

Agradates , or Cyrus. A 
river in Pcrlia, which falls 
into the Perfian gulf, towards 
the eaftern end of it 

Agrigen turn , or Acragas. 


A town built on amountain on 
the fouthern coalt of Sicily , 
about midway between the 
promontories of Lilibaeum 
and Pachynus. 

Alpheus. A river flowing 
from Arcadia, through Elis , 
into the Mare Ionium, 

Ambraeia. A colony of the 
Corinthians in Thefprotia, a 
(lilirid of Epirus. It danda 
at the mouth' of the Arach- 
thus or Arethpn, and gives 
its name to the Sinus Am, 
bracius. 

Amphipolis. An Athenian 
colony , referred by fume 
geographers to Macedon, by 
others to Thrace ; being G- 
tuated on an ifland formed 
by the Strymon., which di- 
vides thofe two kingdoms. 

Anaftorium. A town built 
by a Corinthian colony in 
Acarnania, on the Sinus Am-, 
bracius. 

AnaphljJlus. A maritime 
J'jjjM-Of of Attica, according 
to Strabo; inland, according 
to Ptolemy, probably a little 
to the northward of Phale- 
rnm. 

Andania. The ancient me- 
tropolis of Melfenia, built 
by, Polycaon, fon of Lelex 3 
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the firft king of the country; ferta between the defert of 
deferted after the defeat of Palmyra and the Chaldean 
Ariftomenes at the battle of mountains, 
the Trenches. Araxes. A river of Perfia 

• Andros. Vide Cyclades. that falls into the Perfian gulf. 

Antaus. The capital of the Arcadia. A ftate in the 
northern nome of the The- centre of the Peloponnefus. 
bais . on the eaftern tide of Areopotis. A town of A ra- 
the Nile , to which it gives bia Petraea on the eaileni 
the name of the Antaeopolitic bank of the Arnon. 
nome. Argeia , or Argo lis. A ftate 

Anthemus. A town and in the Peloponnefus bounded 
diftrid of Macedonia, pro- on the weft by Arcadia, on 
babJy to the ealiward of the north by the Corinthian 
Mygdonia. territory , on the fouth by 

Arabia. A very extenfive Laconia, on the eaft by the 
peninfula in Alia , bounded Saronic and Argolic gulfs , 
on the weft by the Sinus from Pmliae , or more pro- 
Arabicus , or Red Sea; on bably from Temenium , to 
the eaft by the Sinus Pcrfi- the Portus Bucephalus inclu- 
cus , and on the fouth by live. 

the part of the Mare Eryth- Argos. The principal inland 
raeum that lies between them, town of Argolis near the ri- 
It is divided into Arabia Fe- ver Inachus. 
lix, Arabia Petraea, and Ara- Argos Amphilochicum, cal- 
bia Deferta. Arabia Felix led alfo Argia A town built 
occupies almo'ft the whole in Acarnania on the Sinus 
of the peninfula ; the other Ambracius by an Argive co- 
diftrids, comparatively ftnall, lony under the condud of 
bound it on the north , and Amphilochus , the fon of 
extend a little above the ex- Amphiaraus. 
tremities of the two gulfs. Aria. A large province of 
Arabia Petraea lies along the the Perfian empire, its limits 
eaftern and fouthern frontiers uncertain. Aria Proper feems 
of Paleliine ; and Arabia De- to have been bounded by 


Digitized by Googh 


GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX. 




Parthia and Carmania Deferta 
to the weft, Drangiana to 
the fouth, the Paropamifadae 
to the eaft , Badtriana and 
Margiana to the north. 

Armenia , the Greater , 
bounded by Armenia the Lefs 
and the Euphrates on the 
weft, by Mount Taurus, 
which feparates it from Me- 
fopotamia, on the fouth, by 
the two Medias on the eaft, 
and by Albania and Iberia 
on the north. 

Armenia, the Lefs, was 
furrounded by Armenia the 
Greater, Cappadocia, Pon- 
tus, and the Pontus Cappa- 
docius ; its limits are very 
imperfectly afcertained. 

Arnon. A river of Arabia 
Petraea. 

Arfinoe. A town of Lower 
Aegypt, which gives its name 
to the nome in which it 
Hands , called auciently the 
city of Crocodiles. 

Arlemifium. A promontory 
on the northern coaft of Eu- 
boea. 

Afcra. A village at the foot 
of Mount Helicon in Boeotia. 

AJia minor. A vaft penin- 
fula bounded on the north 
by [the Euxine fea and the 


Propontis , on the weft by 
the Aegean , on the fouth 
by the Mediterranean , on 
the eaft by the river Halys 
and Mount Taurus. It con- 
tained, towards the Euxine 
and Propontis, Paphlagonia, 
Bithynia, Mylia, the Greater 
and the Lefs , aud the Hel- 
lefpontian Phrygia , which 
included Troas ; towards the 
Aegean , Aeolis , Ionia , Ca- 
ria; towards the Mediterra- 
nean , Lycia. The country 
furrounded by thefe diftricts 
bore the general name of 
Phrygia Magna, comprehend- 
ing the fubdivilions of Gallo- 
graecia, or Galatia, Lycao- 
nia , Lydia , and a diftridt 
fince called Phrygia Epidte- 
tos , which extended along 
the fouthern frontier of Bi- 
thynia , and round Mount 
Olympus in Mylia. Tins is 
Strabo’s divilion of Afia Mi- 
nor , though he elfewhere 
afligns this laft mentioned 
diftridt to the Lefler Phrygia , 
which he fays confifted of 
the Hellefpontian Phrygia , 
and of Phrygia Epidtetos. 
Other geographers arrange it 
differently. It feems uncer- 
tain whether l’ifidia is to 
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be affigned to the Leffer or 
Greater AGa. 

Afopus. A river of Boeotia, 
■which falls into the Euripus 
between Oropus and Tanagra. 

AJJj-ria Proper. Bounded 
on the north by the Greater 
Armenia, and the mountain 
N iphates , on the weft by 
the Tigris and Mcfopotamia, 
on the fouth by Sufiana, on 
the caft by Media , and the 
mountains Choatra and Za- 
grus. 

Athens. The capital of At- 
tica. 

Athos. A mountain iituated 
on a peninfula of the Regio 
Chalcidica, hetween the Si- 
nus StrymOnicus and Sinus 
Singiticus. 

Attica. A Grecian ftate , 
having Megaris on the weft, 
Bceotia on the north , the 
Sinus Saronicus on the fouth, 
and the Aegean fea on the 
eaft. 

B. 

Babylon,. One of the moft 
ancient cities in the world ; 
founded by Nimrod on the 
great weftern branch of the 
Euphrates, enlarged by Belus 


and Semiramis , carried to 
its utmoft fplendor by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, difmautled by 
Darius , defaced by Xerxes , 
partly demolifhed by the Mar 
cedonians , finally drained of 
its inhabitants by Seleucia , 
a city built at the confluence 
of the eaftern branch of the 
Euphrates with the Tigris , 
and fpaken of hy Paufunias , 
in the age of the Antonines , 
as a heap of ruins. 

Babylonia. A large pro- 
vince of the Perfian empire, 
feparated from Arabia De- 
ferta on the weft by the 
Chaldean mountains , from 
Mcfopotamia on the .north 
by the Euphrates, from Su- 
fiana on the eaft by the Eu- 
phrates and Tigris after their 
jundion , and bounded on 
the fouth by Arabia Felix 
and the Perfian gulf. 

Bubyca. The Delphic P^Jpct, 
refpeding the conftitution of 
the Lacedaemonian fenate , 
recited in Plutarch’s 1 life 
of Lycurgus , enjoined that 
the general affernblies of 
the fenate and people fhould 
be held between Baby- 
ca and Cnacion. Plutarch 
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adds , 1 that the Babyca and BaSlria , or Baflriana. A 
the Cnacion were in his time province of the Perlian ein- 
called Oenfrs; (which deter- pire, bounded on the weft 
mines the fituatiou to have by the province of Margiana, 
been fouth-eaft of Sparta j for on the north by the river 
Polybius fpeaks of the Oen Os, Oxus , on the eaft by the 
as flowing through a plain Maffagetae and Scythians , on 
between the hills Eva and the fouth by the ridges of 
Olympus, and of the high the mountain Paropamifus. 
road to Sparta, as lyingulong Barce. A town on the weft- 
its bank). In the life of Pe- ern.fide of the Cyrenaic Peu- 
lopidas , Plutarch fays , - the tapolis , about twelve miles 
Greeks were then firft taught from the fca , but having a 
that it was not the Eurotas port where Ptolemais was 
and the foil between Babyca afterwards built, 
and Cnacion which produced Baotia, A Grecian ftate, 
good foldiers , &c. Thefc bounded by the territory of 
pafTkges feem to imply that the Locri Opuntii on the north, 
the Babyca and Cnacion were by Phocis on the welt, by- 
tworivers, or different bran- Attica on the fouth, and by 
ches of the fame river, but the Euripus, which feparates 
immediately after the firft of it from Euboea , on the eaft. 
them follows , 3 Ariftotle , Bottiaa. A finall maritime 
however, calls the Cnacion diftrict of Macedonia, bound- 
a river, and the Babyca a ed by Aemathia on the weft, 
bridge. by the Sinus Thermaicus on 

1 Tqv at BuGvkcw , kx) tov Kvcutiuva ivv Omvvja 
7rpo<rxyopiva<rtv‘ 

2 Exuvy St pax*! 7Tf>u]ri xai Tag aXAxg iSiocunav 
EAA»j vxg, ug «%’ o Evpujxg, xS’ o pijx^v BxQuxxg 
act,) Kvcuuuvog renrog etvS’puirxg vetyipu pax yretg kx) 
vroAtpixxg, x. A. 

3 Ap{<rroJeAtfg St rav ptv Kvxkimvx , Trcrapor rtjv 
St BaGvxav , yttyvpar 
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the eaft, feparated from the thePontus, the other inland; 
Regio Amphaxilis on the its limits at that period were 
north by the river Axius, unknown in the time of 
and from Pieria on the fouth Strabo, 
by the Ludias. Caria. A maritime pro- 

Bubajlus, or Bubajlis. A vince of Afia minor, bounded 
town on the eaftern bank to the weft and fouth by the 
of the eaftern branch pf the Aegean and Mediterranean 
Nile, to which and to the feas. Its inland boundaries 
adjacent diftritft it gives its are not eatily afcertained, 
name. It feems to have re- having frequently varied. It 
ceived its own from the Ae- was , perhaps , originally fe- 
gyptian deity, Bubaftis, fup- parated from Lydia by the 
pofed by the Greeks to be Meander , and from Lycia 
the fame witli their Diana. by the Xanthus. 

Byblus. A town of Fhami- Carmania Proper. A pro- 
cia on an eminence near the vince of the Perlian empire, 
fea ; the royal refidence of It has Perfia on the weft , a 
Cinyras , and facred to Ado- part of the Perlian and Indian 
nis. feas, fometimes called Mare 

Carmanium , on the fouth , 
Gedrofia on the eaft, Car- 
Cadmaa. The citadel of mania Deferta (beyond which 
Thebes , fo called from its is Parthia) on the north, 
founder Cadmus. Carthage. The capi'.al of 

Cadufia. A mountainous Zeugitana, a diftrict of Africa 
diftridt in the north weftern Proper, built on a peninfula 
part of Media, bordering on forty -five miles in circum- 
the Cafpian fea. ferenpe, and joined to the 

Cappadocia. A large diftridt continent by an ifthmus about 
in the peninfula of Afia to three miles broad, 
the eaft of the Halys; divided Cary a. A town of Laconia 

by the Perfians into two Sa- on the confines of Meflenia. 
trapies, one maritime, ex- Diana had the name of Ca- 
tending along the Ihore of ry a tis from a temple, and a 

feltival 
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fellival held there in hctnor 
of her. 

Cqfius. A mountain in 
Aegypt, between theEaftern 
or Pelufiac mouth of the Nile, 
and the Palus Sirbonis. 

Caunus. A fea-p'ort town 
in the Per*a Rhodiorum , a 
diftrid of Caria, fituated at 
the mouth of the river Calbis. 

Cenchrea, Vide Corinth. 

Cephifus. A river of Phocis, 
■which lofes itfelf in the lake 
Copais. 

Cephifus. A river of Attica 
which falls into the Sinus 
Saronicus , between the 
Piraeus aud Eleulis. 

Chalcis. The principal toWn 
in Euboea , fituated in a kind 
of peninfula oppofite Aulis. 

Chaonia. The northern 
divifion of Epirus, feparated 
from lllyricum by the Acro- 
ceraunian mountains, bound- 
ed on the weft by the Ionian 
fea, on the fouth by Thef- 
protia, on the eaft by M oloflis. ■ 

Chelidonian ijlts. Three 
fmall rocky illands in the 
Mediterranean , about mid- 
way between Rhodes and 
Cyprus ; they divided the Ly- 
cian fea from the Pamphylian. 

Chemmis, or Chmnit. A 


town of Upper Aegypt, the 
birth-place of Perfeus , who 
was worfhipped there; litu- 
ated , according to Herodotus, 
in the Thebaic nome; in the 
Panopolitic, according to 
Diodorus and Plutarch , who 
fuppofe it to be the fame with 
Panopolis. 

Chena, A town or village 
on Mount Oeta , hi the early 
age of Greece; the birth-place 
of Mylon, (thefon of Arifton,) 
fubllituted by Plato, in his 
lift of the feven fages, for 
Periander of Corinth. 

Chios. An iflattd of the 
Aegean fea, near the couft 
of Ionia. 

Chnabis. A town of Upper 
Aegypt, on the eaftern fide 
of the Nile , in the Thebaic 
nome. 

Citicia A large diftrid ex-* 
tending along the foutherri 
coaft of the peninfula of Afia 
from Pafnphylia to Syria, 
inclofed by Mount Taurus to 
the weft and north , and 
Mount Amanus to the eaft/ 
acceftibie only by narrow 
paffes through thefe rnoutw 
tains ; divided into Cilicia AP 
pera towards Pamphylia , and 
Cilicia Campeftris toward** 
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Syria, bounded on the foulh 
by the Mediterranean lea. 

Cirrha. A town in the 
fouth-weftern part of Phocis, 
on the Corinthian gulf, near 
the confines* of the Locri 
Ozolte. 

Cirta. The metropolis of 
Nurnidia Proper. 

Claros. A grove and temple 
facred to Apollo, and pro- 
bably a town alfo , iituated 
between Lebedos and Colo- 
phon , on the fouthem fide of 
the ilthmus of the peninfula 
of Ionia. 

Cnacion. Vide Babyca. 

Cnidus. A maritime town, at 
the fouth-wellern point of the 
peninfula of Doris in Caria. 

Colchis. A country at the 
eaftern extremity of the Pon- 
tus Euxinus, extending, ac- 
cording to Ptolemy, from 
Pityus on the river Corax 
to the Fhafis ; according 
to Strabo, from Pityus to 
Trapezus. 

Colonos. An eminence and 
village near Athens, with a 
grove and temple facred to 
the Furies, in which Oedipus 
is faid to have fought an afy- 
lum when he was banilhed 
from Thebes : it was called 


Equellrian from altars built 
there to Equellrian Neptuue 
and Equellrian Minerva ; 
monuments were afterwards 
eretSed toThel'eus, Pirithous, 
Oedipus , and Adralius. 

Coptos. A town in Upper 
Aegypt, on the eallern fide 
of the Nile, which gives its 
name to the Coptite nome. 

Corcjra. An iiland in the 
Ionian fea, feparated by a 
narrow Ilrait from Thel- 
protia, the foutliern difirict 
of Epirus. 

Corinth. A powerful com- 
mercialeity on the foulh-weft 
part oftheifthmus which joins 
the PeloponnefuS to the con- 
tinent of Greece; it had two 
ports, the Lechamm, at the 
diilance of u mile and half, 
immediately under the city, 
and connected with it by 
walls, from which its trade 
to the wellward, through 
the Corinthian gulf, was car- 
ried on ; and Cenchreae , at 
about nine miles diilance 
on the Saronic gulf, from 
whence their ihips failed to 
Alia and Aegypt 

Cos. An iiland near the 
coaftofCariayatthe entrance 
of the bay of bUlieariiaffus. 
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Crete. The largeft of the Cuma, or Cyme. A man- 
Greek illands, about fifty time town, the metropolis 
miles in breadth, and two of Oeolis, faid to have been 
hundred and feventy in built by Pelops on his return 
•length, fituated between the from Greece, after hiSvidory 
Aegean and Cyrenaic feas, over Oenoinaus. 
and extending from the Pe- Cyanean Ijlands, or Syrn- 
iopounefus to the confines plegades. Two fmall rocky 
of Afia. illandsin the Pontus Euxinus, 

Criffa. A maritime town of near the entrance of the 
Phocis , a little to the fouth- Bofphorus ; they are a fome- 
eaft of Delphi. • what lefs than a league dif- 

Crijfman Gulf. Sometimes tant from each other, and 
confounded with the Gorin- the imaginary line that divl- 
thian Gulf, which extends des Europe from Alia pafTes 
from the Strait of Antir- between them, 
rhium to the ifthmus, biit ‘ ' Cyclades. A duller of 
properly that recefs of it illands in the Aegean fea , fo 
which runs up northward to called from refpeding Delos 
the town of CriflTa. as theircentre,thoughfarfrom 

Croton. A maritime town being accurately fo. They 
of Graecia Magna, on thfe were originally twelve , after- 
Ionian fea, near the pro- wards feveral more were 
montory of Lacinium, in the accounted to them. The 
territory of the Bruttii; very twelve, according to Strabo, 
populous, and twelve miles were Ceos, Cythnus , Seri- 
in circumference till the in- phus, Melus, Siphnus, Cimo- 
valion of Pyrrhus, during his , Naxas , Parus, Syrus , 
which half of it was laid Myconus, Tenus , Andrus. j 
wa lie, fo that the part' that 1 Cyprus. A large ifland, 
continued to be inhabited fituated in the angle formed 
wasatu confiderabledillance by the jundion of the penin- 
frorn the channel of the Aefa- fula of Afia with the con- 
vus, which before pkffed tinent furrounded by the 
through the middle of the Aegyptian and Pamphylian 
town. feas, and the gulf of lffus; 
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opppfite to Cilicia on the 
north , and to Syria on the eaft. 

Cjrene. The capital of the 
Cyrenaic region on the cyaft 
of Africa, about ten miles 
inland from the town of Apol- 
lonia , which was its port ; 
fiiifl to have bepn founded by 
Batins, who conduced a 
colony from Thera,, an ifland 
in the Cretan lea, belonging 
to Laconia. 

Cjrqpolis A toyyn pn the 
Cai'pian lea, in the north- 
vyellprn part pf Media. 

Cyrta. An inland tpwn qf 
Numidia J’roper, a littlg to 
the C# pf the riyer Apipfagp. 

Cyriqa. hpohpti of by 
(in f’erf c. 3y ,) as 
7ro\ig tv% i pvfycf, S-akarfFV 
US r,y uTTHfWpifrM ApicthpZns 
MeyaSoyo*. 

Cyrus. Aiarge river paflSng 
.through Iberia and Albania, 
-and fa (lingintfl thpCafpian fea. 
- Cytbtm An ifland fe parad- 
ed from Males, the fouthern 
promontory of Laconia , by 
a channel about five miles 
wide, of great importance 
to Sparta from its excellent 
harbour near the town of 
Scandaea, where they had a 
garrifop and an.arfenal. 

• 'io *• . 


D. 

t s 

Damafcus. The metropolis 
of Syria, fituated near the 
fource of the Chryforrhoas, 
in Ctejefyria Proper- 

Delos. Vide Cyclades. 

Delphi. An inland town 
in Fhocis, about ten miles 
from the fea, iiluefed on 
the afeent of the mountain 
Parnafius. 

Dera. A village in Meffenia. 

Dodona. A town of Epirus 
on the confines of Molollis 
and Thefprotia , attributed 
fometimes to the one, Tome- 
times to the other. 

Dolopia. A dillrid of Thef- 
faly, according ta Homer 
and Strabo, nortb-weft of 
Pthia; there is alfo a Dolopia 
mentioned by Thucydides , 
under Mount Pindus , on the 
confines of Epirus, near the 
fource pf the Achelous. 

Doris. A Grecian Rate, a 
fmall ropky dill rid , fituated 
at the foot of the mountains 
Pindus and Oda, and be- 
tween the rivers Achelous 
and Pindus. It contained the 
four towns ofErineus, Bojum, 
Pindqs, and Cytinuim, cal- 
led the Dorica Tetrapoiis. 

i .1 . * »i 
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- Doris. A peninfula of Caria, 
extending where it joins the 
continent from Halicarnafliis 
to Cauuus; both of which 
are contained within it, ac- 
cording to Ptolemy. 

. E. 

Ecbatana. The metropolis 
of Media, faid to have been 
built by Semiramis, enlarged 
and fortified by Dejoces, and, 
after having fallen into decay, 
reftored by Scieucus. 

Ecbatana. Pliny fpeaks of 
a town of this name in Perfia, 
inhabited by the Magi, and 
transferred with its inhabit- 
ants , to the hill country by 
Darius. 

Eion. A city of Thrace, 
at the mouth of the eafiern 
branch of the river Strymon. 

Elatea. The largeft town in 
Phocis, at leaf! the next in 
fize to Delphi. The Cephiffus 
flowed through it 

Elba. An iiland in the fens 
of Aegypt , ten fladia in cir- 
cumference, faid to have 
been formed with mud and 
cinders, which the fubjetSs 
of tfie blind king Anyfis, 
who fupplied him with food 
during his fifty years con- 


cealment , conveyed thither 
fecretly at his requefi The 
luccefi'ors of Anyfis endea- 
voured in vain to find this, 
iiland , but it was difeovered 
above feven hundred and 
fifty years afterwards by 
Amyrta'us , and ferved him 
as a place of refuge, after 
his unfuccefsful attempt to 
deliver his country from 
the dominion of Artaxerxes 
Longimanus. 

Elephantine. Vide A Egypt. 

Eleufis. A town on the 
Cephifus between Athens 
and Megara, where was the 
famous temple of Ceres , in 
which the Eleufinian myf- 
teries were celebrated. 

Ehs. A ftate in the felo- 
ponnefus , having the Ionian 
fea op the weft, Achaia on 
the north, Arcadia on the 
eaft, Meffeuia on the fouth. 

Ephefus. A magnificent 
town of Ionia near the mouth 
of the Cayfter, faid to have 
been founded by the Ama- 
zons. Herodotus attributes 
it to Lydia, either becaule 
Ionia had been fi»bje<5t to 
the kings of Lydia , or be-, 
caufe Lydia Proper had ex-* 
tended to the fea before an 
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Ionian colony took pofleflion fouth of Aegypt, and of the 
of the coatt. The fnperb Libyan defart It was diftin- 
teniple of Diana flood be- guilhed into Ethiopia above 
. tween the town and the port. Aegypt, Weflern Ethiopia, 
Ephjnra. The ancient name and Interior Ethiopia. The 
of Corinth. firft extended from Syeue 

E phjra. The name of a along the Ihores of the Ara- 
town, called alfo Cichyrus, bian gulf and the Indian 
inThefprotia, near the mouth ocean, as far as the pronion- 
of the river Acheron. tory of Pralium in fouth lati- 

Epidamnus. The tirfl town tude , and weft-ward of the 
in that part of Illyria which, Nile to the frontier of the 
being civilized by the admix- Interior Libya and the Ga- 
ture of Grecian colonies , -was ramantes. Weftern Ethiopia 
called Grecian Illyria, and lay on the Atlantic ocean, 
extended along the coaft be- from feveu or eight degree* 
tween Barbaric Illyria and north of the equator, to an 
Epirus, from Epidamuus to undefined diftance fouth of 
Aulon inclulive. >■ it Avail unexplored country 

Epidaurut. A town of between thefe was called by 
Argolis, on the coaft of the the general name of Interior 
Saronic gulf, celebrated for Ethiopia, 
the worihip and temple of Euboea. An ifland divided 
' Aefculapius. , by a very narrow ftrait 

Epidaurus. A town of Dal- from the coafts of Attica, 
mafia , on. the coaft of the Boeotta , and Locris ; about 
Adriatic fea, oppotite the an hundred and fifty miles in 
illand of Corcyra nigra. length , and forty in breadth 
Eretruf... A very ancientand where it is wideft ; terminat- 
opulent towii on the weftern ed at the fouthern end by 
fide of the ifland of Euboea, the promontory Geraefius , 
flext in lize to Chalcis. •’ which points towards Attica, 
Ethiopia, Under this name and Caphareus , which points 
was comprehended the vyhole towards the Hellespont; at 
breadth of Africa, to the the northern end, 1 by the 


V. 
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promontories Censeum and through the pafs. Others fay 
Artemilium. that it riles in the northern 

Eulaus. A river that rifes part of Armenia, and, after 
in Media, flows in a lbuth- a wefterly courfe of 1'ome 
wefterly direction through length , turns to the fouth 
Suliana, and encircles the long before it reaches Mount 
walls of Sufa. It falls into Taurus. As it is compofed, 
the Perfiaii gulf to the eaft- like the Nile, of a numerous 
ward of the mouth of the affeinblage of ltreams, and 
Tigris, and is thought, on does not take the name of 
good grounds , to be the fame Euphrates till it reaches 
with the Choafpes. Edefla, it is poflible that 

Euphrates. A large river, different geographers, who 
which paffes through the have traced its courfe on 
ridge of Mount Taurus to the the north lide ofTaurus, have 
weftward of the town of fixed on different ltreams as 
Edeffa, and after a courfe, the original river, 
for the moft part foutherly, Europus. A town on the 
through Mefopotajoiia, Baby- eallern bank of the Axius , 
Ionia, and Chaldaea, receives on the confines of Mygdonia 
the Tigris , and falls into the and Pelagonia. 

Perlian gulf Its channel , Eurota * A river , the 

before it reaches the pafs of fource of which is on the 
the Taurus, is differently laid eaftern lide of the town of 
down by Strabo, Ptolemy, Afea in Arcadia. It flows 
Pliny, and Mela. It is agreed fouth-eaflward through La- 
that it rifes in the Greater conia, paffes on the eaft fide 
Armenia, but fome place its of Sparta, and falls into the 
fource immediately behind Laconic gulf, oppofite the 
the ridge of the Taurus , and illand of Cranai. 
fuppofe it to take a wefterly 
courfe, following that of the 

mountain , till , meeting with Gala. A town of Perfia on 
• * > * ^ 
a barrier, it is turned fouth- the borders of Carmama, and 

ward , and forces its way one of the royal refidences , 
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lituatcd about twenty - five 
miles from the fea, on the 
river G ranis or Bagrada. 

Gaza. A town of Gabaza, 
a difiritft of Sogdiana, be- 
tween the Oxus and Jaxar- 
tes , or Tanais. 

Grants. Vide Gabae. 

Grejlonia. A diftri<$ an- 
nexed to Macedon by con- 
queit, to the northward of 
Mygdonia and Pelagonia. 

Gj'ges. Lake of; adjoining 
to the fepulchre of Alyattis, 
the father of Croefus, and 
diftant about five miles from 
Sardis. 

H. 

Hamus. A vaft ridge of 
mountains, extending from 
the frontiers of Illyricum to 
the Pontus Euxinus , and' 
dividing Thrace from the 
Lower Moefia; fome points 
of it are laid to be fo high 
that both the Adriatic and 
Euxine feas may be feen 
from them. 

Halicarnajfus. The princi- 
pal town of Caria, within 
the peninfula of Doris ; faid 
to' have been founded by a 
Colony from Traezen in Ar- 
golis , under the coadtftfb of 


Anthes , or his fon Aetius , 
celebrated for its opulence, 
its port and citadel, and 
for containing the tomb of 
Maufolus. 

Halys. The largeft river of 
Afia Minor; its fource is in 
the foutli-wefiern part of 
Cappadocia , and its courfe 
north-wefterly to the Euxine 
fea, dividing Galatia and 
Paphlagonia from Cappadociar 
and Pontus. 

Heliopolis. A town in the 
Lower Aegypt , fouth-eaft of 
the vertex of the Delta, 
celebrated for its temple of 
the Sun , and for the worlhip 
of the ox Mnevis. 

Heliopolis. A town in the 
north-weft part of Caslefyria 
Proper, near the fource of 
the Orontes. 

Hellefpont. A firait 
which feparates Afia from 
Europe , and connects the 
Aegean fea with the Pro*- 
pontis. About the middle of 
it, on the European fide, 
ftood Sefius, and, at the 
entrance of the Propontis, 
Callipolis. On the Afiatic 
fide, oppofite to thefe ref- 
pe (‘lively, were the towns 
of Ahydu» and LampfacnS. 

Helos. 
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Uelos. A maritime town 
of Laconia, near the mouth 
of the Eurotas. It was taken 
by the Spartans, and its in- 
habitants were made flaves 
to the Spartan community, 
principally for the purpofes 
of agriculture. The name of 
Helot was afterwards ex- 
tended to other captives who 
were reduced to the fame 
condition , particularly the 
Me (Fenians. 

Heraclea. A town in the 
territory of the Trachinii , a 
people of Pthiotis , built by a 
colony from Lacedaemon in 
the courfe of the Peloponue- 
Can war. It flood on the 
north fide of the Spercheus , 
about two miles and a half 
from the fea. The Lacedaemo- 
nians alfo formed docks in 
its neighbourhood , juft at 
the entrance of the pafs of 
Thermopylae , and oppofife 
Censeum, the north weftern 
promontory of Euboea. 

Heraclea. A town in Luca- 
nia, on the northern fide of 
the mouth of the river Aciris, 
which falls into the bay of 
Tarentum. 

Hercjna is faid to have 
been a nymph, from whofc 
a. 


hands a goofe efcaped , while 
lhe was playing with Profer- 
pine in the grove of Tropho- 
nius; the bird took fhelter 
under a {lone in a cavern j 
on moving the Hone, water 
burl! out from two fources, 
and formed a fiream , which, 
was called Hercyna, from 
the name of the nymph ; the 
fources were named, one, 
the Fountain of Memory, the 
other of Oblivion. 

Hermopolis. The name of 
two cities in Aegypt , diftin- 
guifhed by the appellation of 
Great and Small ; the former, 
in the Heptanomis , at feme 
diftance from the weflera 
bank of the Nile, gives its 
name to the Hermopolitic 
nome; the latter is in Lower 
Aegypt , on the weftern fide 
of the Canopic branch. 

Hjmettus. A mountain of 
Attica, near Athens, cele- 
brated for its honey , and for 
quarries of the fineft marble. 

Hyrcania. A province of 
the I’erfian empire, extending 
along the coaft of the Cafpiaa 
or Hyrcanian fea, from Media 
weftwardtotheOxus Bound- 
ed on the fouth by Parthia, 
on the eall by Margiana. 
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Idomene , or Idomena. The 
name of a town in Amathia, 
on the northern bank of the 
Axius : alfo of two hillocks , 
with a narrow pafs between 
them. 

Idumaea Proper. A diftridt 
of Arabia Petraea, extending 
northward to the countries of 
Moab and Judaea. During the 
Captivity of the Jews, the 
Idumasans poffeffed thein- 
felves of the country between 
the Mediterranean and the 
lake Afphaltites , as high as 
Hebron, which from thence 
is fometimes called the Upper 
Idumaea. 

Ilijfus. A river of Attica, 
which pafles on the ealtern 
fide of Athens, and having 
joined the Eridanus, which 
patTes on the wellern fide , 
a little below the town , falls 
into the Saronic gulf between 
hlunychia and Phalerum. 

India. A country in Afia of 
great extent, divided into 
India within the Ganges, and 
India beyond the Ganges. 
The former, according to 
Ptolemy, is bounded by the 
country of the Paropamiladae, 
Arachofia, and Gedrofia on 


the weft, the mountain Imaus 
on the north, the Ganges on 
the eali, and the Indian ocean 
on the fouth. Other geogra- 
phers make the river Indus 
the weftern boundary. The 
latter has the Ganges on the 
weft, Scythia and Serica on 
the north , the region of the 
Sinae on the eaft, and the 
Indian ocean on the fouth. 

Indus. A river which rifes 
in the mountain Paropami- 
fus , receives nineteen other 
fireams , and flows with a 
fouth-weft courfe to the In- 
dian ocean. 

Ionia. A Grecian colony on 
the coaft of Afia Minor, com- 
prehending alfo the iilands of 
Samos and Chios, and con- 
taining twelve confiderable 
towns; of which Phocaea is 
the northernmoft , and Mile- 
tus the fouthernmoft. Ptolemy 
confines it within the rivers 
Hcrmus and Meander. 

Ire. A maritime town of 
Mcirenia, on the confines of 
Laconia , called afterwards 
Abia. 

Ithaca. An ifland in the 
Ionian fea , between Cepha- 
lenia and the coaft of Aetolia. 

Ithome. A mountain of 
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bleflenia, faid lo have re- 
ceived its name from one of 
the nurfes of Jupiter. Alfo 
a town of the fame name near 
the foot of the mountain, 
deftroyed by the Spartans in 
the twenty-fourth Olympiad, 
but afterwards rebuilt. When 
the Meflcnian exiles were 
rellored by Epamiaondas , 
the new metropolis , Melfene, 
feems to have been built on 
the file of Ilhomc , or adjoin- 
ing to it, and the two towns 
to have been inclofed by a 
common walL A part of the 
mountain was alfo taken in, 
and formed into a citadel like 
the Acrocorinthus. 

Judaea. Ufed in an extended 
fenfe for the whole of Palef- 
tine , and bounded on the 
weft by the eaftern extremity 
of the Mediterranean fea , on 
the north by Syria, on the 
eaft by Caelefyria , on the 
foulh by Arabia Fctraea. 

L. 

Lacedaemon. The metropolis 
of Laconia, on the weftern 
fide of the Eurptas. 

Laconia. A ftate in the Pe- 
Jopouucfus, bounded on the 
weft by Meffenia, on the 


north by Arcadia and Argolis, 
on the eaft by the Sinus Argo- 
licus, on the foulh by the 
Sinus Laconicus. It extends 
along the coaft from Prafi® 
to the promontory of Tacna rus. 

Lampfacus. A town on the 
Afiatic tide of the Hellefpont, 
at the entrance of the Pro- 
pontis. 

Latmos. A town and moun- 
tain on the coaft of Caria ac- 
cording to Ptolemy, of Ionia 
according to others , it being 
north of Miletus. The town 
was afterwards called Hera- 
clea. 

Lebadea, or Leladia. A 
town of Bceotia on the con- 
fines of Phocis , where was 
the oracle of Trophonius. 

Lechaum. Vide Corinth - . • 

Leoritini , or Leontium. A 
town on the eaftern fide of 
Sicily near the fea , between 
Syracufe and Catana. 

Lejbos. An illand near the 
coaft of Alia Minor, inhabited 
by the Aeolians , and faid to 
be named from Lefbus , a 
grai.dfon of Aeolus. 

Leucadia. A pcninfula of 
Acarnania in the time of 
Homer, and probably as late 
as the Peloponnefian wary 
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* afterwards made an illand by- 
cutting through the ifthmus. 

Locris. A diftrid. of Greece 
divided by the mountain Par- 
nafius into Hither Locris, or 
the country of the Locri 
OzoJae , between Aetolia and 
Phocis , and Farther Locris , 
which extends to Thermo- 
\ pylae and along the Euripus 
of Euboea. This latter is l'ub- 
dividcd into the country of 
the Locri Opunlii along the 
Euripus , and the Locri Epio- 
nemidii, more northward, 
near the mountain Cnemis. 

Lydia Proper , anciently 
called Masonia. A country of 
Alia Minor, bounded by 
Ionia on the weft, Myfia on 
the north , Phrygia on the 
„ eaft , and Caria on the fouth. 
Under this name are fome- 
times comprehended the 
whole dominions of Croefus, 
which extended to the Halys. 

M. 

Macedonia. Upper Mace- 
donia was a mountainous 
country inhabited by nu- 
merous tribes , of which the 
Lynceftae and Elimiotae were 
the moft powerful; but the 
Others , though allies andfuh- 


ordinale to thefe , had each 3 
feparate government. lanver 
Macedonia , to the call of the 
former, was fubjed to kings 
of Argive extraction, who at 
brftfled thither for an afylum, 
and gradually ufurpcd the 
fovereignty. They foon ex- 
tended their dominions to 
the fea, by the couquefl: of 
Pieria and liottiaea ; they all'o 
pofTefled themfelves of a nar- 
row tract ol Paeouia along tlie 
Axius, of Mygdonia from the 
Axius to the Strymon, of 
Edonia , Eordia , and Almo- 
pia, Anthemus, Greftonia, 
and Bifaltia; all of which, 
as it accrued , they compre- 
hended under the general 
name of Macedonia. The 
country, therefore, had Up- 
per Macedonia on the weft; 
beyond which was Illyria, 
mount Haeinus , and the Stry- 
mon on 4he north , the Chal- 
cidic region and Thermaic 
gulf on the eaft, andThelfaly 
on the fouth. 

Magdolum. The name of 
two towns in Egypt, one on 
the weftern fide of the Ara- 
bian gulf not far from the ex- 
tremity of it, the other a 
little to the fouth of Pelufium. 
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Magnejia. A peninfula be- 
tween the gulfs of Therma 
and Pagafa, fubject to Thef- 
faly, and bounded by it on 
the wefiern fide. 

Malta. A promontory at 
the fouthern end of the ifland 
of Le/bos. 

Marathon. One of the 
A *ifioi of Attica to the north- 
eall of Athens , near thelhore 
of the Euripus. 

Media. A large country in 
Afia, bounded on the weft 
by the Greater Armenia, on 
the north by the Cafpii Cadufii 
and the Cafpian Sea, on the 
, eaft by Hyrcania and Parthia, 
on the feruth by Perfia , Sufi- 
ana , and part of Aflyria. 

Megaris. A fmall Rate of 
Greece on the Saronic gulf, 
between the Athenian and 
Corinthian territories. 

Melos. Vide Cyclades. 

Memphis. A large and po- 
pulous town of Egypt, on 
the weftern fide of the Nile 
in the Heptanomis, not far 
from the vertex of the Delta. 

Mendes. A town in the 
Delta, near the Mendefian 
mouth of the Nile , to which 
it gives its name. 

Mejfenia. A ftate of the 


Peloponnefus , extending a- 
long the coaft from the pro- 
montory of Tspnams to the 
town of Cyparitra, and bound- 
ed by Laconia, Arcadia, and 
Elis. 

Mejfana. A town in Sicily, 
fituated on the ftrait w r hich 
divides it from Italy, fo called 
from the Meflenians who 
fettled there, when they were 
expelled from their own 
country by the Spartans. 
The ancient name was Zan- 
cle, from the Sicilian word 
ZotfxAog , a fickle , which it 
refembled in its form. 

Methymna. Aconfiderable 
town on the eafiern fide of 
the ifland of Lelbos. 

Miletus. The moft confides 
able town of Ionia, on the 
confines of Caria, celebrated 
for the number of its colonies, 
and for an oracular temple 
of Apollo. 

Mitylene. The capital of 
Letbos, near the promontory 
Malia. 

Molycria. A fmall town in 
Aetolia, a little to the weft 
of the promontory Antir« 
rhium, at the entrance of the 
Corinthian gulf. 

• Munychia. Aporlbelonging 
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to Athens, fraaller than the 
Piraeus, and fituated be- 
tween the Pirarns and the 
mouth of the lliflus. 

Mycale. A promontory of 
Ionia, oppofite the fouth- 
eaftern point of the illand of 
Samos, from which it is di- 
vided by a narrow ftrait 

Mycentc. Was the capital 
of Argolis in the time of the 
Trojan war; afterwards it 
went gradually to decay, and 
the lateft mention of it is in 
Polybius’s account of the 
war with Nabis, tyrant of 
Sparta. When Strabo wrote, 
no veftige of it was remain- 
ing. 

Mygdonia. Vide Mace- 
donia. 

N. 

Naupaflus. The frontier 
town ofAetolia, towards the 
I.ocri Ozolae, on the Corin- 
thian gulf. It derived its name 
from the fhips that were con- 
Tlrutfted there. 

ISemea. A river which fe- 
■parated the territories of 
Sicyon and Corinth. Near its 
fource was a town of the fame 
name, in the territory of 
Argolis. 


Nifa. A town in Lycia, 
near the fource of theXanthus. 

Nifcea. The port of Megara, 
at a little more than two miles 
diltance, and connected with 
it by long walls. 

Nifaan Plains. Anextenfive 
tract of level country eaft of 
Ecbatana, towards the Portae 
Cafpiae , famous for its breed 
of horfes. 

Nyfa. An inland town of 
Lydia, between the Cayfter 
and Maeander. 

Nyfa. The fabulous birth- 
place of Bacchus. Its fituation 
doubtful; faid by Diodorus, 
in one place, to be between 
Phcrnice and the Nile; in 
another, to be in Arabia Felix, 
near the Egyptian frontier. 

O. 

Oenoe. A fortified frontier 
town of Attica, towards 
BcEotia, near the fource of 
the Eridauus. 

Oeta. A ridge of mountains 
dividing Theflaly from Doris 
and Locris. 

Olpa A town of Acarna- 
nia, on the Sinus Ambracius, 
about three miles from Argos 
Amphilochicum. 

Olympia. A grove and 
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temple of Jupiter in Pifatls , country of Chaldaea towards 
a diftrid of Elis. There was the confines of Arabia De- 
probably a town of the fame ferta, forming a number of 
name near the grove, built finall lakes in its courfe, in 
not far from the file of a more one of which it terminates, 
ancient one called Pifa, which Pamphylia. A diftridin the 
had been dettroyed by the peninfula of Afia, bounded 
Eleans. Some , howcyer , on the fouth by the Mediter- 
deny the exifience of fucli a ranean, along the coafi of 
town as Pifa, and fay the which it extends from Olbia, 
diftrid received its name inclufive to the river Mclas , 
from a fountain called Pifa by Lycia on the weft , Pilidis 
near Olympia. and Ifauria on the north, 

Oljynthus. The moft con- Cilicia on the eaft. 
liderable town in the Regio ParnaJJus. A mountain in 
Chalcidice , iituated juft on Phocis. 
the outfide of the ifthmus of Paros. Vide Cyclades. 
Pallene. Parthia. A country of Afia, 

Orontes. A mountain in the bounded by Media and Perfia 
northern part of Media. on the weft, Carmania on, 

the fouth ,‘ Aria on the eaflf 
Hyrcania on the north, 

Pa&olus. A river of Lydia, Pafargada. An ancient roy- 
which rifes in mount Trnolus, al refidcuce in Perfia, on 
and palling by Sardes falls into the river Cyrus, 
the Hermus, which difcharges Patra. A town in Achaia, 

itfelf into the Aegean fea be- on the coaft of the Ionian fen, 
tween Phocasa and Smyrna, a little fouth of the entrance 
Pallacopas. A channel of the Corinthian gulf, 
derived from that branch of Pagte. A town in the 
the Euphrates which pafl'es mountainous part of Megan's, 
through Babylon. It com- near the confines of Bceotia, 
mences about an hundred arid juft at the entrance of 
miles below the city, and is the ifthmus of Corinth, 
continued along the level Pelafgiotii. The third region 
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ofTheffaly, fo called from 
ils ancient inhabitants the 
Pelalgi, bounded by Theffa- 
liolis on the north, Pthiotis 
on the fouth, Magnolia on 
the eaft. 

Pella. A town on the con- 
fines of Aemathia and Bot- 
liaea, the refidence of the 
kings of Maeedou. It was 
fituatcd on a fmall eminence 
- furrounded by deep lakes and 
morafTcs, in the neareft of 
which rofe a ftrong citadel, 
that at a difiance appeared to 
be part of the town , and was 
fonne&ed with it by a bridge 
over the Axius , which flow- 
ed between the walls of the 
town and citadel, and made 
fit latter equally fecure as a 
jplrefs or as a prifon. 

Peloporinefus. A peninfula 
joined to the continent of 
Greece by the ifthmus of 
Corinth , and containing 
within the ifthmus the flates 
of Achaia, Elis , Meffenia, La- 
conia, andArgolis on the coaft, 
and Arcadia in the centre. 

Pelufium. A large fortified 
town in Egypt , on the eaftern 
fide of the Pelufiac mouth of 
the Nile, about two miles and 
a half from the lea. 


Perrhabi. A tribe who form* 
ed a fettlement in the mari- 
time part ofTheffaly, from 
the Enipeus eaftward , to the 
mouth of the Peneus , and 
from thence along the coaft 
to the mountains Offa and 
Pelion , within the peninfula 
of Magnefia. Some of them 
alfo extended north of the 
Peneus , as far - as Mount 
Olympus. Being expelled 
from thence by the Lapithae , 
they retired weftward , and 
took refuge on Mount Pindus, 
and along the confines of the 
Dolopians, Athamanians, and 

Aetolians. 

\ 

Perfepolis. The metropolis 
of Perfia Proper; and a royal 
refidence, lituated on the 
eafiern fide of the Araxes.. 

Perfia Proper. Bounded by- 
El } 1 mais on the weft, from 
which it is feparated by the 
Pafitigris or Orontes , by Me- 
dia on the north , Carmania 
on the eaft, and the Perfian 
Gulf on the fouth. On the 
land fide it is furrounded by 
high mountains, and accefli- 
ble only by narrow paffes 
through them ,, of which the 
molt remarkable are thofe 
which communicate with 
Sufiana , 
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8 ufi.in, 'i , near the fource of 
the Pafitigris , called indiffer- 
ently Pylae Perfides and Pylac 
Sufides. 

Phalerum. One of the Attic 
A vjfJioi a little to the eait of 
the mouth of the lliffus; the 
principal port and naval arfe- 
nal of Athens before the con- 
ltruction of the Piraeus by 
Themiltocles : itwas connect- 
ed with Athens by long walls. 

Phajis. A large river which 
rifes on the borders of Arme- 
nia, and flows through the 
country of Colchis , firit in a 
northerly, then in a wefterly 
direction: it falls into the 
ealiern extremity of the Pon- 
tus Euxinus. 

Philce. An ifland in the 
Nile, containing a town of 
the fame name , the fouthern- 
moft in Egypt, about twelve 
miles within the tropic. The 
leffer cataract is between 
the iilands of Philae and 
Elephantine. 

Phocis. A Rate of Greece, 
bounded by Locris, Bcrotia, 
and the Corinthian Gulf; its 
territory extended anciently 
to the coalt of the Euboean 
Sea, a narrow trabt of it 
faffing between the Locri 
a. 


Epicneinidii and the Locri 
Opuntii. 

Phaenice. A country extend- 
ing along the ealiern coaft of 
the Mediterranean, bounded 
on the north by the nortli- 
weflern part of Syria, after- 
wards called Seleucis and 
Antiochene , by Ccelefyria on 
the eaft , and by Palseftine on 
the fouth. 

Phrygia. Vide Asia Minos. 

Phthiotis. The fouthertimoft 
of the four diviiions of Thef- 
falv, extending weftward to 
Mount Pindus and the terri- 
tory of the Dolopians , and 
ealtward to the fea between 
the Sirius Pegafreus and the 
Sinus Maliacus; bounded by 
Pelafgiotis on the north, and 
the ridge of Mount Oeta on 
the fouth. 

Pirctus. One of the Attic 
Aijjttot to the weft of the 
mouth of the lliffus , and at 
Munychia; lefs convenient 
for a naval arfenal than 
Phalerum , in refpetft of its 
diliance from the city, which 
was confiderably greater : but 
this difadvaritage was com- 
penfated by the contiguity of 
three fmall natural bays, 
which Themiltocles encloled 
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and fortified, and connected which divides it from Sicily, 
the whole with the city by The town was built foon after 
long walls. the taking of Ira or Eira by 

Pirene. Vide Acrocorin- the Lacedaemonians , by a 
thus. coloiiy coinpofed of Meffe- 

Pifa. Vide Olympia. nians and Chalcidians from 

Platcea , or Platccee. A town Euboea, and named Rhegiura 
of Boeotia, near the fort- of from the tradition that the 
Mount Cithaeron , and on the contiuent and the illaud of 
l'outh fide of the Afopus. It Sicily had been violently 
was on the confines of Attica broken afunder. 
and Mcgaris, and adjoining Rhiutn. A promontory 
to the road from Thebes to (called alfo Drepnnum , from 
Athens and Megara. being curved inwards in the 

Portus Albus. A port of form of a fickle ) tyi the coalt 
Upper Egypt on the Arabian of Achaia, at the entrance of 
Gulf, about two degrees the Corinthian Gulf; there 
north of the tropic. was a town of the fame name 

Portfis Itamus. A port of immediately behind it. The 
Arabia Felix on the Perfian oppotite promontory on the 
Gulf, a little lbuth of the ridge coal! of Aetolia was called 
of mountains which feparate Antirrhium , and the firait 
Arabia Felix from Arabia between them not quite a 
Deferta. mile wide. ; 

Polidcta. An opulent town Rhodes. A confiderable 
on the peninfula of the illand on the fouthern coaft 
ifihmus of Pallene. of Alia Minor., oppotite the 

Pylus. A maritime town in coafts of Caria and l.yeiaj. 
the fouth-welt part of Mef- its metropolis , built on the 
fenia, near the foot of the eaftern fide of the illand 
mount Aegaleus: during the I’eloponnefian 

war, bore the fame name. 

R. 

Rhegium. A town and pro- S. 

montory at the fouthern ex- Sabcza. A diflridt of con-t 
t remity of Italy , on the firait fiderable extent in the foulh-* 
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•weft part of Arabia Felix , 
extending to the Arabian 
Gulf and Indian Ocean. 

Sais. A coniiderable town 
in the Delta, once the metro- 
polis of Lower Aegypt, fituat- 
ed about midway between 
the two weftcrn branches of 
the Nile. 

Salamis. An illand about 
nine or ten miles in length in 
the Sinus Saronicus, oppofite 
Eleufis. 

' Samos. An illand near the 
coaft of Ionia, oppofite to 
the promontory Mycale , and 
to Ephcfus. 

Samothrace. An illand 
diftant about thirty-eight mi- 
les from the coall of Thrace, 
oppofite to the mouths of the 
Hebrus. It was anciently 
called Samos, which lignilies 
height , probably from the 
great height of one of its 
mountains, from the top of 
which Ida and Troy were 
Vifible , and the epithet Thra- 
cian was added for the pur- 
pofe of diltin&ion. It con- 
tained a temple equally 
celebrated with that of Eleii- 
£s for its myfteries , and 
eonlidered as a moft facred 
ifylum, 


Sardes. The capital of Lydia, 
on the I’atftolus , near the 
foot of the mountain Tmolus. 

Scyrus. An illand in the 
Aegean fea, oppofite the mid- 
dle of the eaftern fide of 
Euboea. 

Scythia. An undefined tradt 
of country , compriling all the 
northern part of Alia from 
the Pains Mcrolis, and the 
riverTauais eaftward , to the 
country of the Ceres, or, 
including lliefe, to the Eafiern 
Ocean ; and extending in 
latitude from the Hyper- 
borean Ocean to the northern 
Ihores of the Buxine and 
Cafpian Seas, the Jaxartes, 
and the chain of mountains 
that form the northern bounds 
ary of India. 

Serbon, or Serbonis. A lake 
in Aegypt, towards the con- 
iines of Paluelline , about 
twenty-five miles in length, 
narrow, and very deep. It 
runs parallel to the fea at 
about fix miles diftancc, and 
communicates with it by a 
narrow outlet at the wefterq 
ehd, called Ecregma , which 
pafles near the foot of Mount 
Callus. 

Sii ily. The larged ifland in 
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the Mediterranean, feparated 
from Italy by a very narrow 
ftrait; of a triangular form, 
with a promontory at each an- 
gle, Pelorus towards Italy, 
Pachynus towards Greece, 
Lilybeum towards Africa. 

Sicj'onia. A fmall flate in 
the Peloponnefus , bounded 
by Achaia , Argolis , and the 
territory of Corinth. 

Sidon. A very ancient and 
opulent commercial town on 
'the coal! of Pham ice, about 
thirty miles north of Tyre. 

Sigeum. A promontory, 
town , and naval arfenai in 
Troas, near the entrance of 
the Hellefpont. 

Smyrna. A confiderable 
town on the coaft of Ionia , 
founded by a colony ofEphe- 
fians, who thcmfelves were 
originally called Smyrn$ans. 
If flood a little fouth of the 
mouth of the Hermus, and 
its walls were wafhed by 
the Meles , near the fource of 
which was a cavern, where 
Homer is faid to have com- 
pofed his poems. 

Sogdiana. A region of Afia, 
feparated from Scythia by 
theJaxarles, and from Bac- 
ti'ia by the Oifus; its eaftern 


and wefiern boundaries are 
lefs certain. 

Sparta, The original name ' 
of the metropolis of Laconia, 
the other name, Lacedaemon, 
taken from the country , 
being of a later date. 

Spartolus. A town of the 
Bottiseans, who, after their 
expullion from Bottiaea by 
the Macedonians , ellablilhed 
themfelves on the confines 
of the Regio Chalcidice, a 
part of Thrace, peopled for 
the molt part by . Grecian 
colonies. 

Strjmon. A river whofe 
fources are in Mount Pan- 
gaeus in Thrace. The upper 
part of its courfe feparated 
Thrace from Macedonia; the 
lower (perhaps from the 
divifion of the Bream at 
Amphipolis) was entirely in 
Thrace, between the Regia 
Chalcidice and Eudonis. 

Sunium. A town and pro* 
montory of Attica, at the 
entrance of the Saronic gulf. 

Sufa . The metropolis of 
Sufiana, on the Eulaeus or 
Choafpes, a royal refidence, 
faid to have been built by 
Tithonus, pr rather by his 
fon Memuon, and to have 
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been reftored by Darius the 

fon of Hyftafpes. 

Sybaris. A town ofLucania, 
between the rivers Sybaris 
andCrathis, founded, about 
the year of Home thirty-four, 
by a colony of Achceans and 
Trcezenians; having grown 
very populous , opulent, and 
luxurious, it was conquered 
and rafed to the ground by 
the Crotonians about the 
time of the expulfion of the 
Tarquins. The remnant and 
defendants of its inhabitants, 
aflilled by fome ThelTalians , 
rebuilt it about fifty-eight 
years afterwards, but infix 
years it was again deftroyed 
by the jealouly of the Croto- 
nians. The Sybarites once 
more, with the afiifiauce of 
colonifis from various parts 
of Greece, but particularly 
from Athens and Sparta , 
built a new town, by the 
advice of an oracle, at a little 
difiance from the fite of the 
former, round the fountain 
Thuria, whence it was called 
Thurium. Soon after the old 
inhabitants arrogating an ex- 
elufive title to honors and 
mugiilracy, though very une- 
qual iu lirengfh to their new 


affociates, were completely 
exterminated by them. Fac- 
tions prevailed among thefe 
alio, in coufcqucuce of their 
different origin, and, after 
the defeat of the Athenians in 
Sicily, their party was ex- 
pelled by that of the Lacedae* 
monians. 

Sj'ene. Vide AecYFT. 

Sjracufe. A large and 
powerful town on the eaflern. 
fide of Sicily, which, befides 
a harbour on the north fide 
of it, called I'ortus Trogilio- 
rura , contained two which 
it alrnolt furronnded , called 
the Great Harbour, and the 
Portus Laccius. Thefe were 
feparated by the illand Orty- 
gia, which was confidered 
as one of the quarters of the 
town, being fully built, 
peopled, and fortified, and 
joined to the main land by a 
bridge over a narrow channel 
that connected the interior 
part of the Portus Lacciut 
with the Great Harbour. 
North of the fmall harbour 
lay the quarter called Acra- 
dina, much fuperior to the 
reft in fizc, ftreugth, and 
fplcudor; a complete town, 
in itCe.lf, and fortified qn, 
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every fide. The two harbours 
walhed its walls on the fouth, 
the Mare Siculum on the eaft, 
and the Portus Trogiliorum 
on the tiorth. It was fpparat- 
ed from Tycha by a Itrong 
rampart. Tycha was fo called 
from an old temple of For- 
tune , and , though much 
fmallcr, was completely for- 
tified like Acradina, from 
■which it extended weftward, 
a little inclining to the north. 
South of Tycha, and fmaller 
Rill , was the fourth quarter, 
called Temenites, from a 
ilatue of Apollo Temenites. 
It was afterwards enlarged 
and called Neapolis. North- 
weft of the town was an 
eminence which commanded 
it, called Epipol® , after- 
wards inclofed within the 
walls to ferve as a citadel , 
but not inhabited. 

.Syria. The limits of this 
country, laid down in one 
place by Strabo : are Cilicia and 
mount Amanus on the north, 
the Euphrates and theScenite 
Arabians on the eaft, Arabia 
Petr®a and Aegypt to the 
fouth. This defcription in- 
cludes PhatniceandPal®ftine. 
, Syrua. Vide Cyclades. 


T. 

Tanagra. A town ofBoeo- 
tia, not far from the Ihore 
of the Euripus. 

T anais. A river of Sarmatia, 
which rifes in the Riphacai* 
mountains, and after a long- 
courfe eaft ward, turns to the 
fouth, and returning as far 
wtllward , falls into the 1’alus 
Mreotis ; the lower part of 
its courfe divides Europe 
from Alia. 

Taoce. A town and pro- 
montory of Perlia on the Per- 
lia n gulf. 

Tarfus. A confiderable 
town of Cilicia Campellris, 
on the river Cyduiis. 

Tenedos. A fmall illand op- 
pofite the coalt of the Hel- 
lcfponlian Phrygia. 

Tentjra. A town in Thebais, 
on the weftern lide of the 
Nile. 

Teas. An ancient town 
with a harbour, at the fouth- 
wcft angle of the penitafula 
of Ionia. 

Thebes. Afterwards called 
Diofpolis Magna, the metro- 
polis of the Thebais. The 
town itfelf was on the eaftern 
or Arabian bank of the Nile, 
but the Meinnonium , wliick 
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Was conlldered as belonging 
to it, on the Libyan. 

Thebes. The rnoft confider- 
able town in Baiotia, on the 
Ifinenus; the citadel, which 
was more ancient than the 
other parts of it, was built 
by Cadmus, and retained the 
name of Cadmea. 

TheJfaly.The inoftnorthern 
Rate of Greece , extending on 
the ealtern fide from Ther- 
mopylae to the mouth of the 
Peneus, on the fouth under 
the ridge of mount Oeta to 
mount Pindus , on the weft 
along the frontiers of Atha- 
mania, Perrhaibia, and part 
of Epirus , on the north to 
Macedonia. 

Thermopylae. A very nar- 
row pal's, with Heep moun- 
tains on one hand, and the 
fea on the other, leading 
from Theffaly into Phocis and 
Bocotia. 

Thoricus. A belong- 

ing to the tribe Acamanthis. 

Thrace. A region bounded 
on the north bV the ridges of 
mount Hamius, and extend- 
ing from thence along the 
Ihores of the Euxine , the 
Propontis, and Aegean, as 
lar as the gulf of Torone, 


Thurium. Vide Sybaris. 

Tiber. A river of Italy, 
which rifes on the weftern 
fide of the Apennines , fepa- 
rates Etruria from Umbria, 
the country of the Sabines 
and Latium , and having 
palled through Rome, dif- 
charges i tie If by two mouths 
into the Mare Tyrrhenum. 

Tigris. A large river of 
Alia, the fource of which is 
at Elegofine in the level coun- 
try of the Greater Armenia. 
It flows at firft very llowly, 
and is called Diglito : after- 
wards becoming rapid, it 
afluines the name of Tigris, 
or the Arrow; having reached 
the mountain Taurus or Ni- 
phates, it is loft in fubter- 
raneouspaflages, and emerg- 
ing on the other fide of the 
mountain , forms the eaftern 
boundary of Mefopotainia; 
and Babylonia; at the fouth- 
ern extremity of which it 
joins the Euphrates, and falls 
with it into the Perfian Gulf, 
Some geographers confider 
the place where it emerges 
as the original fource of the 
river. 

j T molus. A mountain and 
town of Lydia near Sardes. 
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Trcezen, or Truztne. A of the former town by the 
town at the eaftern extremity Affyrian*. ( 

of Argolis , near the Scyllcean 
promontory. 2 

Troy, or Ilium.. A town in 

the HeUefpontian Phrygia. 'Zacjnthus. An iflandintlie 
Tyre. A very powerful Ionian Sea, oppolite the coaft 
commercial town , on a finall of Elis , and peopled by a 
illand , almoft contiguous to colony from Achaia. 
the coaft of Phocnice.- It was Zeleia, The name of two 
founded by the Sidonians, towns , one in Troas near the 
and flood originally on the foot of mount Ida, on the 
fliore of the continent, a little banks of the Afopus, the 
fouth of the ifiand, on which other in Pontus, on the river 
it is fuppofed to have been Lycus, and on the confines 
rebuilt, after the deliruCtion of the Leffer Armenia. 

\ ' .• 
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•ATHENIAN LETTERS: 

OR, THE 

EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE 

OF 

An AGENT of the KING of PERSIA, 
Redding at Athens during the 
r Peloponnesian War. 


A. M. 3577. Second Year of the 88 th Olympiad, 
The ffth Year of the Peloponnefan War. 


LETTER L X X X 1 1. 

Cleander to Gobryas. From Athens. 

X imagine it unneceffary to inform the Perfian 
council of the invafion of Attica by the allied 
army under the command of Cleomenes, guar- 
dian to Pausanias , the young Spartan king; 
and liltewife of the failing of Alcii*as , with 
forty Ihips from the Peloponnelian ports , to 
the relief of Mitylene. Cratippus cannot have 
failed to fend the earlielt accounts of both 
thefe events diretftly from Sparta. It falls ' 
2 . I 
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within my province to fend advice of the retreat 
of Ceeomenes, who, after adding to the de- 
flation of the country, (if any tiling (till re- 
mained to be laid wafle in a fifth fucceffive 
inroad,) kept hovering about with a flying 
camp fome time, in expe$ation of the fleet’s 
fuccefs which had been fent to Lefbos. The 
allies , by making thefe annual incurfions , 
feem to nave it in view to difirefs the Athe- 
nians, in deftroying their crops, and obliging 
the inhabitants of the villages to continue pent 
up within the walls of Athens ; and they hope, 
that the inconveniencies to which thofe un- 
fortunate families are reduced, who have now 
for four years been deprived of their ancient 
habitations and the revenues of their' effates, 
will produce at laft fome notable turn in their 
favor. The want of provilions in Athens was 
fo great for fome days, that the poorer citizens 
began a tumult, which might have proved of 
dangerous confequence. They firft pillaged 
two merchants warehoufes in the fireet of the 
tripods , and next aflembled in great numbers 
to plunder the markets; but Diotimus , the 
archon polemarch , with a detachment of the 
garrifon , difperfed them , and took the ring- 
leaders prifoners. Soon after, the Sitonai and 
Agoranomoi (to yyhom the care of lurnilhing 
the city with corn and the infpe&ion of the 
markets are committed) brought in fupplies 
from Euboea and the coafi of Ana Minor , and 
the public tranquillity was completely refiored. 
The news arrived lately from Lelbos has en- 
tirely changed the feene. The complaints of 
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the miferies and expenfes of war are fucceeded 
by the joyful acclamations of victory , and the 
pleafing ideas of revenge over their revolted 
tributaries. Every man entertains his friends, 
decks his houfe with laurel , puts on his 
white robe , and pays his oblations at the 
Ihrine of his tutelar deity. The portioos of the 
temples are adorned with arms, and the prifons 
filled with captives. Yelterday was kept as a 
folemn feltival , and the Pry tanes and Archons 
affifted at a thankfgiving-facrifice to Jupiter, 
in the name of the republic. Thou wilt judge, 
noble fcribe , what occafion there is for thefe 
rejoicings, when I tell thee, Mitylene is furren- 
dered. The inhabitants , reduced to great ne- 
ceffity through a fcarcity of provifions , and 
defpairing of fuccours from their allies, raifed 
a fudden commotion, obliged the rich to dif- 
tribute corn to the poor, and refufed to obey 
further orders from their magiftrates towards 
the defence of the town. The latter feeing 
all authority loft in the diforders of the enraged 
populace , and apprehending , that the next 
ftep they took would be to come to an agree- 
ment with the Athenians, from whence them- 
felves might be excluded, lent out deputies of 
their own to Paches , who commanded the 
liege ; and that general admitted them to ca- 
pitulate on thefe conditions: 1. That the city 
lhould be immediately furrendered to the troops 
of the republic, and quarters provided for them 
during their Itay in the ifland. a. That the 
Athenians lhould be at liberty to determine 
concerning the punilhment of the Mitylcmans, 
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in what manner they pleafed. 3. That Paches 
fhould neither put to death , imprifon , nor 
inclofe any citizen of Mitylene, till the pleafure 
of his ftate was known. Thefe terms were 
ftriclly obferved. Paches has fent back to 
Athens a part of his fquadron, w ith a relation, 
of the pofture of affairs in Lelbos , and. Sa- 
Ej«thus , an agent of Lacedaemon, and the 
principal authors of the revolt , prifoners. 
Along with them likew'ife is arrived a deputa- 
tion of the inagiltrates of Mitylene , who come 
to implore the mitigation of the punilhment 
intended to be inflicted on them for their revolt. 
I much doubt, whether they will fucceed in 
their errand. The people in general feem in- 
clined , by a rigorous lentence , to deter the 
reft of their allies from the leaft thought of 
fhaking off their dependance. - No news is yet 
arrived of the Peloponnefian fhips; feveral are 
uneafy, left they fhould furprife the army and 
fleet at Mitylene , who are probably enjoying 
that fecurity which accompanies fuccefs. 

If I can colled any thing from what Ni- 
cander has communicated to thee of the views 
of his ftate in feeking an alliance with Perlia, 
it is, that they are unwilling to be reproached 
by the reft of Greece with having brought in 
Barbarians to decide the quarrel , which makes 
them not very forward to frnooth the openings 
to a negotiation. At the fame time they are 
inclined to keep on fair terms W'ith the Great 
King j that they may be able to pufh on an 
alliance with him more brilkly > when any 
remarkable ftroke of ill fortune befals them. 
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I would offqr it to thy confideration , whether 
it would not be advifable for the Perlian ini- 
niltry , in return , to Ihovv an abfolute averfe- 
nefs to comply with their extravagant propofals, 
and difcover fome inclinations of joining with 
the Athenians. I am perfuaded , it would 
foften their Itiffnefs and difdainful pride, when 
they fee a weight like that of Perlia ready to 
be thrown into the oppofite fcale. I am en- 
couraged to ufe this freedom , illuftrious mi- 
nifier, from the generous confidence with which 
thou honoreft me in thy difpatches; a con- 
fidence, which more than repays the value of 
my fervices, and even makes the danger, to 
which my flation expofes me , difappear. If 
rejoices me, to be aifured from thy authority, 
that the deteftable pra$ices of Sacas were 
founded rather on the chimerical hopes of a 
forward traitor, and fome fpeeches thrown 
out by malecontents , than any formed plan 
of the great fatraps of Media , or the general 
difcontent of that province. There is a mer- 
chant of Samos at Sufa, by name Python , a 
notable man , whom the Athenians employ 
as a fpy upon the fublime court. I faw one 
of his letters in the hands of a fenator of my 
acquaintance , which relates to an inftru#ion 
he had received from the fenate to difcover 
the progrefs of the Lacedaemonian negotiation, 
and found the temper of the minilters with 
regard to an embaffy from hence. Python 
Writes word , that “ no one could perfonally 
41 be more difagreeable to the Perlian court, 
i( than the relident Nicanderj, and if fome 
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il Athenians of addrefs and politenefs, enabled 
“ by large appointments to entertain magni- 
“ ficently , and conform to the manners of the 
u Eaft, were fent thither, before the Lacedze- 
“ monian reprefentations had made any im- 
“ prelfion , they need not doubt of fuccefs in 
“ whatever they undertook. ” 

The Athenians are juft deprived bf their 
belt admiral, by the death of Phormio; he was 
an officer of long experience , and deferved 
reputation; having diftinguifhed himfelfin the 
war againfi the Samians , and commanded with 
great bravery and fkill at the liege of Potidaea, 
and the two naval fights off Naupa<ftus , of 
which thou wilt find a relation in my difpatches 
of the, third year. His plain frugal way of 
living was extremely well fuited to the fim- 
plicity of the firft ages of the republic , and is 
now alinoft become a proverb. His lofs is 
much regretted by the failors ; for though he 
kept up a ftridt difcipline, he behaved towards 
them with great humanity , and refembled 
them in the honeft roughnefs of his manners. 

I was juft upon the point of doling up 
thefe letters under the cover of Hippias, when 
Diodotus , one of the Prytanes , a leading man 
here , made me a vifit , and informed me , 
amongft other particulars , that a light frigate 
was juft arrived, which brought letters from 
Paches , importing , that two fhips of his 
fquadron, the Paralus and Salamis, being out 
on a cruize, had difcovered Alcidas’s fquadron 
lying off the ifland Claros. As foon as he re- 
ceived this intelligence, he failed from Mitylene ; 
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and though he purfued them as far as Latmos, 
he could not come up with them. He had 
intercepted letters from Teutipaeus , admiral 
of Elis, to this effe# ; that, “ whilft they were 
“ on their voyage to Lefbos , they heard of the 
* furrender of Mitylene. Upon this, a council 
“ of war was called, in which Alcidas de- 
“ dared himfelf for a retreat , contrary to his 
“ opinion and that of other officers, who pro- 
“ pofed to land the troops by night , and 
u attack the Athenians , before they were 
fettled in their quarters.” 

Forget not , potent fatrap , to lay me at the 
feet of the mighty Art ax erxes, the lhadow of 
the divine Oromasdes on earth. 

P. 


LETTER LXXXIII. 

Cleander to Hydaspes. 

f J. ' h e hideous noifes of the people , which 
prevailed lately for leveral days in this city, 
on account of the orgies and ceremonies per- 
formed at the Dionyha, have left fuch an im- 
preffion upon my mind , as is not to be 
effaced by any tranquillity I enjoy at prefent. 
1 own to thee, Hydaspes, 1 am fo Ihocked 
with what 1 have feen and heard , that 1 can 
no longer think I dwell with the polite Athe- 
nians. It is with difficulty I can refrain from 
imagining rnyfelf tranfported into a tribe of 
barbarous Scythians , where the wildeft frenzy 
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and licentioufnefs have triumphed over all the 
dilates of common modefiy. Thus enthufiafm 
gets the better of our reafon; and they, who 
attend to the falfe principles of the Greek 
fuperftitions , forget to behave with the fame 
decency and good fenfe in the bufinefs of re* 
ligion which influence them in the ordinaiy 
concernments of life. The entertainments 
which pleafe me molt , are the public fpec- 
tacles of the theatre ; and thou mayelt imagine 
I have not been fo incurious an obferver of 
what pafles round me , as to negle6t being 
prefent at every representation of this kind. 
Thefe are chiefly exhibited on their greateft 
fefiivals ; I mean thofe of Bacchus and Mi- 

k. # 

nerva ; and are celebrated with as much gaiety 
and fplendor in the midft of a tedious and 
expenfive war, as in the molt diflolute times 
of peace and luxurious plenty. For the genius 
of this people is equally turned to matters of 
diverlion and amufement , as to the humane 
and military arts; and not a holiday in their 
calendar is unattended with martial exercifes 
in memory of fome hero, or a facred pro- 
ceffion in honor of fome deity. 

The Athenian theatre is built in a Semi- 
circular form on one fide , and fquare-wife on 
the other. The fpace comprifed within the 
former is allotted to the fpe6tators, and con- 
tains many feats, which rife gradually to the 
top of it. The Square part in the front belongs 
to the a$ors , .and in the interval between both 
lies the orchefira. The Semi-circle has three 
rows of pillars raifed one upon another, which 
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form the body of the edifice in three different 
Itories. From the highefi oflhefe, the women 
fee the reprefentation , protected from the in- 
clemencies of the weather. As the atiior can 
fcarcely be heard to the extremity of the theatre 
without afliftance , the Athenians have con- 
trived an ingenious method of fupplying that 
defeat; they have placed huge vafes of brafs 
under the feats , which , being toned to all 
the different modulations of the human voice, 
convey the founds more ftrongly and difiin#ly 
to the ear of the auditor. The orcheftra, par- 
ticularly fo called, is appropriated to the dancers 
and pantomimes , who play between the a6ls 
and at the end of divers reprefentations. On 
the one fide ftand the chorus ; on the other, 
the band of mufic. The fcenes occupy the 
whole front of the building from fide to fide; 
and when they are changed , fhow occafionally 
to the fpe$ators, either a private apartment or 
the forum , the city or the country. As only 
the porticos are roofed , it is necefiary to draw 
fail-cloth, fallen ed with cords to malts, over 
the reft of the theatre, to defend the fpec'lators 
from the heat of the fun. But as this cannot 
prevent the warmth occafioned by the breath 
and perfpiration of fuch vaft numbers as are 
ufually prefent at thefe entertainments, they 
take care to allay it by perfumed waters , con- 
veyed for that purpofe above the porticos, which 
falling again through an infinity of frnall pipes 
concealed in the ltatues, with which the theatre 
abounds, diffufe not only an agreeable coolnefs 
all round, but the molt fragrant fcents. I 
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remember I was laft year prefent in the theatre 
to fee one of the tragedies of Euripides, when 
on a fudden we were dilturbed by a violent 
ftorm of thunder and lightning , which im- 
mediately obliged all the fpe<ftators, in great 
confulion, to retire for fome time within the 
porticos behind the feats of the theatre. It 
was indeed one of the molt miferable hours I 
have paffed lince my arrival here, on account 
of the diforder which mult necelfarily attend 
fo great a crowd ; but I was amply rewarded 
lor my fufferings by the excellent performance 
that fucceeded it. The lalt play I faw was the 
Acharnenfes of Aristophanes. It was exhi- 
bited a few days lince, and is the fecond co- 
medy that riling poet has produced. The 
judges pronounced in favor of itagainlt feveral 
others, which were prefented to them; and 
the prize was beliowed on him with honor. 
On the morning before the reprefentation , 
Philemon and I were walking together in the 
forum , and faw many of the citizens going up 
to the citadel to receive their oboli (according 
to Pericles’s law) for frequenting the theatre. 
My patron took notice to me of it , and told 
me, that he had vehemently oppofed that law 
when it was offered , and therefore difdained 
accepting the penfion which it gave him a 
right to demand. In the afternoon I had the 

f ood fortune to accompany him to the play. 

Ve fat almolt in the centre of the theatre , 
and were not only well lituated for a view of 
the fpe$acle , but had at the fame time an 
opportunity of furveying an audience of thirty 
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thoufand people , without offence or inter- 
ruption. Soon after we entered, the mufic 
joined in one of the inoft plealing concerts I 
have ever heard , compofed by the union of 
the Doric harp with the Phrygian flute; and 
my good friend looked round him with that 
air of complacency and fatisfaftion , which the 
fight of a numerous and cheerful company 
is apt to raife in a mind always exerting its 
humanity. As thou haft never received any 
letters from me relating to the Athenian theatre, 
or their manner of acting, I lhall mention to 
thee in this its moft ftriking peculiarities. The 
firlt remarkable thing which occurs, is, that 
the atftors are all malked ; for they fay , the 
expreftion of the countenance would be loft at 
the further end of the theatre, without fome 
invention of that fort. In comedy it has a 
further ufe , in exhibiting caricaturas of fuch 
perlbns on the fiage as the poet has an inten- 
tion of fetting in a ridiculous or fcandalous 
light. I obferved a man placed with a pitch- 
pipe in his hand behind one of the lide-fcenes, 
which played a note in the right key, whenever 
it was proper for the actors to give a different 
modulation to their voices ; and I faw another 
Rationed near him with an iron plate at the 
bottom of his foot, which he If ruck upon the 
ground at ftated intervals, to guide them in 
the well-timing of their action; as if the words 
and fentiment would not almoft of courfe lead 
an underftanding player into the gefture and 
tone of voice which may be requifite to exp refs 
i>oth. 
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For my own part, I am amazed how the 
national delicacy of Athens can endure fo many 
glaring contradictions to nature ; but though I 
have converfed with the moft judicious among 
them on this head , I find the irrefiftible force 
of prejudice and cuftom has got the better of 
• all fenfe of propriety and decorum. Nor was 
I more pleafed with the comedy, than with 
the action. The plan of it was wholly factious, 
and defigned to intimate the fuperior excellence 
of peace above war. It reprefented an inhabit- 
ant of a little town in Attica much difireifed 
by the lolfes he had undergone in ;the Pelo- 
ponnefian campaigns, and unable to bear them 
any longer. The poet introduced this man 
making a private exclufive agreement with the 
Lacedaemonian army, and enjoying the fruits 
of peace, while the Acharnians, Megarians , 
and Athenians endure all the painful hardlbips 
and fervices of war. He infinuated , that the 
people are amufed , either by the threats or 
promifes of the fenate, and the ambition of 
Cleon and Lamachus, their generals, who 
advance their particular intereft by prolonging 
the common calamity. In lhort, neither the 
Itate nor its officers, nay, not even the ho- 
nored memory of Pericles, was treated with 
mercy in this one play. In the very firft ad 
of it he ridiculed the affembly of Athens and 
the ambafladors fent abroad by their coun- 
trymen , by fuppofing fome of the latter to 
give a fenfelefs account to the former of a 
trifling negotiation with the Great King. In 
the fecond ad, he reflected on Cleon’s character 
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with peculiar feverity for the profecution com- 
menced againfi him laft year, “ as one who 
“ expofed the commonwealth to the deriiion. 
“ of Grangers. ” And the chorus pronounced 
a vaunting panegyric on Aristophanes's quali- 
ties, as “ an excellent cenforof manners, and 
“ counfellor of the ltate; as one who deferved 
41 highly of the Athenians, and had been much 
“ inquired after by the Perlian monarch.” 
This fulfome {train was received with a thun- 
der of applaufe, and accompanied with a new 
dance of Aristophanes’s invention v The whole 
piece was interperfed with feveral parodies on 
Euripides , and an infinite number of alluiions 
to the public tranfa6tions. „ 

When the play was over, I could not help 
difeovering my furprife to Philemon, as we 
walked home together , at the general appro- 
bation given by the audience to fuch unjuft 
and indecent fcurrility. Surely, faid I, the 
performances of your comic poets are as fo 
many feditious firebrands, thrown by public 
authority among the people to inflame them. 
Their wit is like the molt dangerous and deadly 
poifon , fufficient to corrupt the minds of the 
vulgar againft thofe who preflde over the arms 
and counfels of the ftate. Are ye not appre- 
henlive , that contempt will one day beget 
hatred, and hatred will break'out into violence 
and rebellion ? Methinks while the citizens 
in the adminiftration have the management of 
the ftage , it lhould feem natural for them 
to mould its politics according to their own 
fchemes, and make it fpeak in their favor to the 
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people. That would never be fullered, an- 
swered he; you know in Athens we conlider 
the ltage , as a centinel polted by our confti- 
tution to warn the republic of approaching 
perils. We are afraid of intruding the leaft 
degree of power with the belt of our citizens, 
and whenever we are brought to thatnecelfity, 
we have a thoufand arts of watching over them ; 
of putting them out of conceit with their great- 
nefs , left they Ihould grow too fond of it ; 
and of fetting them on their guard in adions 
of the minutelt confequence. How does it 
heat down the little pride of minilters , to 
relied, that all their ineafures are canvalfed 
by a comic poet ; and that their foibles are 
expofed licentioufly to the public view, while 
the ridicule is relilhed and applauded by their 
countrymen ? But, faid 1, are not their meafures 
enough cenfured or commended in the proper 
places of debating, in the afl’emblies of the 
people ? Is it not fufficient , that they are 
examined by the art of your orators, without 
being humoroufly abufed by your poets and 
play-wiilers ? Betides, it is dangerous to regard 
ridicule as the criterion of truth , for it pre- 
fents us commonly with partial and unfair re- 
prefentations of it. By throwing falfe colors 
over the didates of wifdoin , we may give them 
}he appearance of folly ; and I take Aristo- 
phanes to be more concerned for the fuccefs 
of a witticifm , than the welfare of the public; 
a buffoon , who could be fcareely grave upon 
the ruin of his country. 
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Philemon was going to reply, and I would 
have talked with him more upon the fubjcd, 
but he was unfortunately called off by foine 
of his acquaintance. Forgive me then, if I 
vent my altonilhment to thee. Is it not ftrange, 
my noble friend, that the public Archons 
lhould authorize thefe fatires on the public 
officers and meafures of the fiate ? or that 
thofe, who are intended by the conftitution 
to reltrain, lhould yet be the legal encouragers 
of licentioufnefs ? Is it not impious, that in 
the very act of devotion to a deity, they lhould 
dare to laugh at, and exprefs their contempt 
for that deity? Is it not impolitic, that the civil 
magiltrate lhould not only be accelfary to a 
libel on his methods of exerciling the civil 
authority, but even lirike by this means at 
religion, the fupport and foundation of that 
authority? Is it not more than abfurd, that 
every private citizen lhould be paid out of the 
public funds, for going, where an affection for 
new diverfions would of courfe invite him ; 
and that the revenue lhould be thus idly wafted, 
in the midft of a war, and to the difappoint- 
ment of the public fervice ? Was it not incon- 
fiftent with the character of a wife man, to 
propofe the law which enacted this extrava- 
gance , and at once eltablilh it beyond the 
power of a repeal ? Perhaps it would not have 
amazed one, if Pericles had given money to 
the people, to prevent them from frequenting 
a place, where his own character was fo in- 
famoully reviled. But was it not ridiculous to 
take pains in quickening their appetite for 
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fcandal ? and did he not a# unbecoming the 
greatnefs of his temper, in ftooping to fuch a 
dirty and fatal art of popularity ? Is it not 
incredible, that the reprefentation of a few 
tragedies Ihov.ld have colt more money to this 
city, than the naval armaments of all Greece, 
in defence of its freedom againft Xerxes? or 
that the Athenian republic fhould be unani- 
moufly profufe in improving thofe pleafures, 
which may contribute hereafter to deftroy it, 
like the wretch who decorates the funeral pile, 
on which he is one day to be burnt ? How 
inconfiftent is the lawlefs democracy of Athens! 
while the government under which thou liveft, 
potent fatrap , is more fteady in its movements, 
more jealous of its pow'er, and more tender 
of the regard that is Ihown to it. Were fuch 
a fellow as Aristophanes to publilh his come- 
dies in Perfia, with a view to ridicule the actions, 
of fo great a minifter as Megabyzus; a fellow, 
who can expofe an honelt , and difconcert a 
wife meafure , who can recommend a weak 
one, and fanttify a bafe one; by the holy fire 
of the magi , our monarch would put him to 
the fevereft torments his royal vengeance could 
inflict, and doom him to the lingering death 
of malefactors in the Alh-tower 1 at Ecbatana. 

C. 

1 An high tower being filled a great way from the 
bottom with afhes , the criminal was thrown headlong 
from the top of it into them , where , by means of a 
wheel , they were raifed about him , till he was fuf- 
focated. See Vaeer. Max. 1. ix. c. a. Exler. § 6. a Mac* 
Cab. c. xiii. Note by the translator. 
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LETTER LX XX IV. 


Hippias to Clean der. 


h e N I can find leifure from my employ- 
ment as a merchant , I often turn my thoughts 
to literary fpeculations , or engage with' my 
acquaintance in political debates. It is at thefe 
times I indulge my imagination in laying out 
new plans lor regulating the government of 
Perlia ; and I can fcarcely forbear failing at 
myfelf , when I reflect , how excellently 1 
£hould behave as a minifter of ftate ,• if my 
power of doing good were but equal to ’ my 
will. Had I been with you at the time of 
conferring - with your. Athenian friend , .1 
Ihould have entered more largely into the ar- 
gument than you did, and not have foftened 
fo much what was faid concerning the Grecian 
conftitution. Indeed, 1 cannot blame the dif- 
cretion, which you ufed in your prefent cir- 
cumfiances. But you Jiave ’allowed* more 
weight to his reafoning in the fclofie of your 
account of it, than I can by any means per- 
ceive in it. And though , according to your 
letter, the man exprefTed himfelf with- fluency 
and vivacity on the fubject , yet inethinks it 
was rather glittering in the words, than itrong 
in the fenfe. •> I conlefs to thee, Clean obr^ 
after much deliberation , I am willing to im- 
pute the failure of Xe&xes’s expedition not 




3 See letter lv. 
2 . 
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to the valor of that divided people among 
whom thou refideft , but to the ralh counfellors 
w’ho approved the defign of that extraordinary 
invafion, and to the meafures which directed it 
Thou wilt obferve, I have endeavoured to 
fpeak impartially to this point; thou knoweft 
my relation to Greece, by my extract ion from 
that country; thou knoweft my relation to 
Perfia, from the happinefs I enjoy under the 
influence and protection of the Great King. 
I am not , however , fo prejudiced in favor of 
the one , as to give the merit of itsfuccefs to 
bravery and good conduCt alone; nor fo blind 
to the miftakes of the other , as either to con- 
ceal its difgrace, or palliate its ill management 
.. The chief thing which Xerxes wanted, 
Was a true judgment. Prefuming on his own 
deferts, he was unfit to give or to receive 
good advice. Puffed up by the naufeous breath 
of flattery , his minifters knew the art of in- 
sinuating , without even the appearance of 
fuggefting ; and the confequence of this proved, 
that no man was ever more amufed , managed, 
and betrayed than he , who fancied himfelf 
protected from all of them by his fuperior 
underfianding. His headftrong temper led him 
into the wildeft and molt unnatural projects, 
while he fondly believed the power of the 
Perfian empire was fufficient to fupport them. 
He entertained high notions of the regal dignity; 
and his ambition prompted him to unite the 
World in an univerfal monarchy. At the fame 
time, he was not fenfible of his own want of 
courage and addrefs to execute the fcheme. 
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And indeed I have often thought it wonderfully 
gracious in Providence , that it did not impart 
a very confiderable lhare of either, to one 
who was fo defirous to become the deftroyer 
of mankind. As foon as he had declared, that 
his enterprifing views were all levelled at the 
Grecians, he fitted out fuch a fleet, as no 
harbour could receive ; and raifed fuch aa 
army as could be drawn up on no plain in 
Europe or in Alia. So unwieldy a body of 
forces was an idle fpedacle, not a formidable 
Itrength; nor could he, as he vainly imagined, 
be advantaged by thefe numbers, fince they 
would ferve equally to incommode a retreat , 
or to prevent a victory. He ordered a cut to 
-be made through Mount Athos , as an inftanco / 
of his greatnels, and to perpetuate his name 
to pofterity ; for his fleet might have coailed 
round the Peninfula , or have been conveyed 
over the land with lefs difficulty. How ri- 
diculous was his defign of a bridge acrofs the 
Hellefpont! How impertinent were his ex- 
preffions of fury , when he found the waves , 
the winds , and the feafons were not under 
his control ! After much time loft in thefe 
vaft and fenfelefs preparations, he fwept like 
a mighty torrent over the nations of the earth. 
When he came to Abydos , he fent meflengers 
to all the Greeks, demanding earth and water, 
except to the Athenians and the Spartans. He 
knew how roughly they had ufed his father’* 
heralds on a lormer occalion, and he con*- 
jet&ured how they would ufe his on this. A 
great multitude fub nutted to his axnbaftador*. 
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embraced bis offers , and increafed his army. 
After he had puffed the Hellefpont , and ad- 
vanced through Theffaly , he arrived at Ther- 
mopylae. There it was the Greeks flhould have 
drawn down their forces; thofe {traits thould 
have been confidered as the barrier of their 
country. But fome were afraid of the Perlian, 
and therefore willing to join with him; others 
fhovved themfelves foolilhly fanguine for pre- 
cedency, and chofe to facrifice their intereft 
to form ; i many wavered in their opinion , 
Hood debating on their meafures, and delayed 
in giving their affiftance. He found three 
hundred Spartans , with Leonidas at their 
head, to oppofe him. He engaged them ; and 
it is true they behaved with a bravery ex- 
ceeding the bounds of probability , and almoft 
too extravagant for romance. Itis’faid, the 
ling placed liimfelf on an eminence to furvey 
the battle. It is added, that he was even 
alarmed at what he faw ; and had the Greeks 
been linited at that time, I lhall own they 
might have defeated his forces in the {traits. 
Then Xerxes would have deferted his throne 
with anxiety for his perfonal fafety , inftead of 
leaping from it thrice in a fudden confternation. 

One ftep he might have taken, which 
.would have opened his way eafily through 
the. Jdraita and forwarded his conqueft. 
He fuffered his fleet to lie expofed to {forms 
along the coaftofMagnefia, and it was nothing 
more than an ufelefs encumbe ranee on the ocean ; 
Whereas he ought toi have employed ' it in ra- 
vaging the coafts , in burning the ports of 
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Peloponnefus, in making defcents upon their 
country, in creating a diverfion of their firength; 
and thus he would have fatigued, harafled, and 
exhaulied the Greeks. But he had a wrong 
method of making the fleet a6t in concert with 
the land forces, (as he conftantly called it,) 
by which he only meant to keep it always in 
fight , and that it lhould do him no other fer- 
vice than accompany his motions, and fail clofe 
by the fliore , while he traverfed the land. 
Whether he did this, that it might be in his 

E ower to fly in' cafe of a total defeat , it may 
e hard to determine. However no meafure 
could be more abfurd , more unlike one of a 
reaching head, or a general of prudence and 
atftivity. He had many opportunities of fending 
a fquadron of fliips (according to the counfel 
of Demaratus) to the ifland of Cythera, 
which is oppofite to Lacedaemon, from whence 
he might have annoyed and diftrefled it; but 
he improved none , and negleded them all. 
Infiead of bending every accident to fixed and 
rational purpofes , he fuffered thofe accidents 
perpetually to fhift and vary the unfettled and 
irregular fchemes of his policy; and the whole 
expedition ferves to convince us of this, that, 
far from contriving with phlegm, or perform- 
ing with fpirit, he determined with precipita- 
tion and warmth , and a#ed with cowardice 
and weaknefs. 

The paflage at Thermopylae was now clear 
before him : he marched through Phocis, and* 
when he had rifled the temple at Delphi, 
encamped in Boeotia. In the mean time, his- 
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fleet, after a violent ftorm, in which it was much 
Shattered , made an awkward and unfuccefsful 
attempt to furprife the Grecian Chips , as they 
lay in the road of Euboea ; for not keeping the 
defign fecret , it got air , and came to the 
knowledge of Themistocles, who advifed the 
Greeks to leave thexr fiation in the night; and 
fo by a counter furprife they branded and 
funk feveral of the Perfian gallies. The reft 
were forced to fea , where they were deftrcryed 
by lireis of weather. The next day the Per- 
fians engaged with them at Artemi hum ; and 
although the Grecians thought it right to retire, 
yet the conflict was fuftained with equal lofs 
on both fides. Whereupon the former con- 
tented themfelves with invading Euboea, in- 
ftead of pufhing their main point on the con- 
tinent of Greece , and the latter refitted with 
diligence in the ftraits of Salamis. By this 
time Xerxes was occupied in wafting Attica; 
apd having put to the fword a few old men 
ip the citadel, who had miftaken the fenfe 
of the oracle concerning the wooden walls, 
he demoliihed the temples, and lorded it over 
the empty houfes in Athens. The citizens 
looked for this event , and wifely withdrew 
their women and effects into the neighbouring 
iflands, while every man who was able to bear 
arms embarked in fome {hip. Here was Xer- 
xes’s grand error, and the origin of all his 
lofles. It was his want of fagacity , and neglect 
the advice of Artemisia , which caufed him 
to fight under fo many di fad vantages at Salamis; 
and it was fear, which prevented his marching 
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to the Ifthmus. He never dared to advance 
into the Peloponnefus, though if he had done 
it at firfi without delay, he muft have found 
very feeble oppofttion. He was terrified with 
the appreheniion of meeting the eight thoufand 
Lacedaemonians , who , as the royal exile, their 
countryman, informed him, were like the three 
hundred at Thermopylae. Evem after the vic- 
tory at Salamis, he might with proper manage- 
ment have defeated the Grecians ; but tired 
with his journey, and difpirited with ill fuc- 
cefs, he fled back difhonorably on his way to 
Perfia. He fuffered a confiderable part of his 
army to perilh by peftilence and famine; that 
army, the thought of whofe natural mortality 
drew tears from the tyrant, but the thought of 
whofe unnatural one, occafioned by himfelf, 
fearcely touched his foul with remorfe. Info- 
lent , when he fondly expe<Sed profperity, he 
was dejetfted when he felt the weight of bad 
fortune ; unable to fleer his courfe through the 
difficulties that furrounded him , every tide 
drew him along with it ; every gale of wind 
carried him before it ; continually toffed about, 
he lived from day to day, fubjeato the hourly 
caprice of his temper , and at the mercy of 
every precarious event. 

The imprudent , proud , and defponding 
king fat down to repofe himfelf at Sardis; 
folicitous for the fate of thofe numerous forces 
■which he had intrufled to Mardonius. His 
more imprudent , prouder , and confident mi- 
nifter, promifed boldly he would fubdue all 
Greece; if he failed in performing it, he 
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prefumptuoufly declared, he would take the fha- 
me to himfelf, without any reflection on the ho- 
iior of his matter. Xerxes fatisfied himfelf with 
the rant and vanity of a madman; he foolithly 
thought the ruin of Mardonius would caft no 
cloud over his own reputation ; and reafoned 
as loolithly to himfelf, that he might retrieve 
his credit , if the ineafures purfued by this 
giddy officer were attended with fuccefs. He 
fiill hoped , notwithfianding his difafters , if 
not by" his own valor or his own merit, yet 
hy the valor and merit of Mardonius, to enter 
Susa in a triumphal chariot, and crowned with 
the wreaths of a conqueror ; for though he 
was defirous to be far from the danger, he 
was eager to take a fliare in the glonr. 

But here his reafonings were falfe ; his 
fchemes were defeated. Mardonius wintered 
in Tlieflaly, marched forward to Attica in the 
fpring, and fat down idly in Athens with his 
> army. How ridiculous and incredible was a 
condu<9. like this? He made offers. of accommo- 
dation to the Athenians, who, he knew, would 
refufe them. He entertained however fome 
groundlefs expectations , that they would one 
4ay accept them. But initead of waiting till 
they fubmitted to his clemency, he ought im- 
mediately to have repaired Xerxes’s errors , 
which he had now a very fair opportunity of 
doing. He lhould have fomented the divilion; 
he fhould have improved the coolnefs between 
Athens and Lacedaemon ; he fhould have pe- 
netrated into the heart of the Peloponnefus, 
Jbjefore the wall at the Ifthmus was finifhed. 
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and fpread defolation where he went. He 
might at lead have prevented the Spartan fuc- 
cours from joining the Athenians at Eleufis. 
In this juncture what did Mardonius ? A Sew 
hours after he received notice of it, he retired 
bafely into the champain plains of Boeotia. 
Thus he forfeited his honor, betrayed the in- 
terelts of his prince, and at Plataea his army 
fell a facrifice to their general’s temerity and 
unlkilfulnefs. He feems to me in that battle 
to have thrown away his life with the fame 
wantonnefs wherewith he always conduced it; 
and whoever reads the hiflory of this expedi- 
tion , as it is excellently told by Herodotus, 
will find , that after his death the reliques of 
bis fcattered forces died wretchedly of hunger, 
lieknefs , and difirefs. In lhort , a complica- 
tion of miferies will prefent themfelves to him 
in all their horrors. The Greeks, elated by 
Hi is lingular deliverance , fought at Mycale 
with vigor and with fpirit. The Perfians indeed 
behaved with bravery, but were difcouraged 
by thefe fad calamities. Xerxes left Sardis in 
halte, returned to Sufa in defpair, and fmarted 
to his lalt hour for the follies of ambition. 

I have now laid before you, Ci.eander, 
the feveral faults committed in this Itrange and 
cruel expedition. Though the king had fo 
many repeated opportunities of overcoming the 
Greeks : though every fucceeding opportunity 
made amends for the lofs of the foregoing; yet 
they were given up to the ignorance and timi- 
dity of himfelf and thofe about him. It would 
be to fuppofe his enemies were more than men, 
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if one could poffibly imagine, that powerfully 
aflaulted without, and expo fed to fedition and 
treachery within , they Ihould be able to defeat 
his millions, by the mere efforts of valor, with- 
out receiving particular afliltance from his grof* 
and frequent miftakes. Thus ended the inva- 
iion of Greece , unjuftifiable in its intentions, 
extravagant in its plan , ill managed in its 
progrefs, and fatal in its confequences. 

From Ephefus. C. 


LETTER LXXXV. 

Orsames to Cleander. From Memphis. 

Soon after my laft letter to thee from He- 
liopolis , I departed for Memphis , in that de- 
lightful feafon which fucceeds the inundation. 
For at that time, when winter begins in other 
countries, ./Egypt enjoys a return of fpring; 
the trees blolfom , the earth is decked w’ith a 
freflier verdure, the meadows are enamelled 
with flowers , and the air is pure and more 
ferene. In the month of March 3 is held a 
folemn feftival to Isis. As the goddefs repre- 
sents univerfal nature, and prefides over every 
element, they dedicate to her a Ship in thele 
Solemnities , entreating her to be propitious to 
navigation. The proceffion began with a com- 
pany of women crowned with garlands, and 

* Afos. Mxtah. lib. vi 
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apparelled in white, fome firewing the way 
with flowers, others fprinkling it with per- 
fumes and balfams. The emblems they carry 
much referable the furniture of a lady’s toilet; 
and feveral I obferved to hold behind* them 
bright polifhed fpeculums, as it were in com- 
pliment to the goddefs , to reflect her image. 
Thefe were fucceeded by a great number of 
both fexes, with torches and waxen tapers, in 
honor to the fidereal deities ; while a fym- 
phony of flutes and other inftruments accom- 
panied the voices of a fele6t chorus of young 
people. Then followed a mixed multitude of 
the initiated, both men and women, of dif- 
ferent ranks and ages, habited in white rai- 
ments , and making a Ihrill noife upon brazen, 
lilver, and golden littrums. The women had 
a loofe head-drefs over their moifiened hair; 
the men had their heads fhaven. After thefe 
came feveral perfons of the molt difiinguifhed 
orders in the priefihood. One carried a burn- 
ing lamp in a golden boat ; another , whom 
I took to be the facred fcribe , held in one 
hand the Caduceus of Mercury, and had alfo 
a palm-branch with foliage of gold. The next 
was known by the rod of juftice , and the 
golden patera, out of which he poured a milk- 
libation. Another attendant upon the prophet 
in this proceffion carried a golden trough 
loaded with golden branches. The prophet 
himfelf came next, and after him was brought 
amonfirous Anubis reprefen ting Hermes. Then, 
upon the fhoulders of the paftophori , a molten 
heifer, the fymbol of the great goddefs ; as alfo 
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the myftical image of that deity, which to me, 
who am no initiate, appeared no more than 
an urn with a round cavity in the middle, the 
mouth of it running out into a long fpout, the 
outfide curioufly embolfed with ^Egyptian figu- 
res , and an afp fitting upon the handle , with 
its body entwined , but the neck fwelling and 
erecft. The cheft likewife was carried , that 
contains the hidden mylieries. When all their 
procefiGon , ainidft the acclamations of thofe 
who bore a part in it , was come up , and had 
ranged itfelf upon the banks of the Nile, the 
prophet advanced forward to the fhip ; and 
having repeated a folemn form of words, with 
a lighted torch, an egg, and fulphur, he per- 
formed the rites of purification, and named 
and dedicated it to the goddefs Isis. The 
veffel was of citron-wood curioufly polilhed 
the Item covered with plates of gold, and upon 
the canvas written the vows of the people for 
a profperous navigation. As foon as the rites 
of purification were over , the yards being 
hoilted , and the fails unfurled , infiantly all 
the people prefent difcharge upon it their 
troughs loaden with aromatic gums , and pour, 
a libation into the water. 1’hen the cables 
are loofened, and the fhip with a geiitle gale 
rides down the Nile. The procefhon returns 
in the fame order to the temple of Isis, where 
prayers are offered by the facred fcribe for the 
prefervation of the Perfian empire , for the 
profperity of jEgypt, and fuccefs that year to 
all the ieafaring- tribe. The people prefent 
ftrew bay-leaves, vervain, and other fweet 
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herbs , before the fhrine'of the goddefs; and 
with that the aflembly is difmiifed. This ce- 
remony took its rife from the times of Se- 
sostrxs , after a famous naval expedition, when 
he ravaged the coafts of the Red Sea. For he 
commanded a, lhip to be built of cedar two 
hundred and eighty cubits in length, covered 
with gold on the outfide , and with filver 
within 4 ; and this he dedicated to the fovereign 
deities of jEgypt. In the temple of 5 Vulcan 
are lhown the Itatues of this king, his wife and 
fons, which he placed there in memory of a 
fignal deliverance from the treachery of his 
brother, . who fet fire in the night-time to his 
pavilion , as he lay at Pelufium in his return 
from his great viAories. That magnificent 
temple 6 , according to tradition , was begun 
by Menes the founder of this city; but thofe 
ancient ftru&ures, we may believe, were no ‘ 
more than the firft rude efiays of archite&ure, 
in which little regard was had to fymtnetry 
and. proportion. Tosorthrus 7 , the next fuc- 
ceedingking, an affociate of Mercury, inUru6t- 
ed the Memphites in the art’ of mafonry, and 
taught them to fquare and polilh the (tones 
which they ufed in their buildings. Rampsi* 
nitus 8 , a fon or descendant of Sesostris , 
built the we (tern portico of Vulcan’s temple, 
and placed two cololfal Itatues of five and 
twenty cubits in height before the entrance, 

: ... i 

4 Diod. Sic. lib. i. c. iv. 

' Ibid. & Hk&op. Euterp. i. c. 107. 110. 

6 HeaoD. Euterp. c. 99. • . 7 SlfNCSttB*. ' " 5 

8 Hsaop. Euterp. c. 121. 
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one facing the north , another the fouth ; the 
former the ^Egyptians call Summer, and pay 
great adoration to it, but none to the latter, 
which they call Winter. Psammetich us af- 
terwards added a portico to the wefiern gate, 
and encompalTed the temple with a wall, fup- 
porting it with coloflal figures of twelve feet 
high infiead of pillars. In the temple of 
Osiris is the flail of the ox Apis 9 , who is 
often confulted as a chief oracle , and his man- 
ner of returning anfwers is by receiving or reject- 
ing what is offered him , which are according- 
ly interpreted lucky or unlucky. The Nile runs 
on the eaft fide of Memphis *° ; to the north and 
weft a great lake furrounds it; for an hundred 
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where anciently lay the channel of the Nile. 
This great work of turning the river, of filling 
up the old channel, and digging the lake, is 
afcribed to their firft king Menes. The bank 
is annually repaired by Perlia out of the tribute 
collected from thofe parts; and the foldiers of 
the neighbouring garrifons are employed in 
that ferVice : for fhould it blow up, the whole 
city of Memphis would be in danger of being 
drowned. The inner city, which is called 
the White Wall, is chiefly inhabited by Per- 
fians,'who are feldom fewer, including the 
garrifon, than one hundred and twenty tnou- 
fand. And this number the ^Egyptians are ob- 
liged to fupply with corn , according to the 

9 Dion. Sicui*. lib. ii. c. 5. , . 

10 Heuqd. Euterp. c. 99 . 
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taxation, of Darius, paying the reft of their 
tribute in money, which, belides the revenue 
from the lake Moeris, amounts yearly to fe- 
venty talents. But this is levied upon the 
whole province , comprehending part of Lybia, 
as far as Barca and Cyrene. This part of the 
city was valiantly defended by us againfi the 
./Egyptians and Athenians in the lalt revolt. 
The firft palace that ever was built , they tell 
you , was built here by Mercury. In that 
which is at prefent fianding, Sarsames the 
viceroy of ./Egypt keeps his court. It is fituated 
upon the higheft ground in the city , and fronts 
the ftately northern portico of Vulcan's temple. 

* Behind the palace lies a beautiful grove ”, and 
from the eminence you command a profpetft 
of the lake, to which there leads a gradual 
defcent through viftas that open upon the water. 

It is a common report ofthepriefis 11 , that 
three hundred and thirty kings have reigned 
in .Egypt fince Menes ; that of them eighteen 
were Ethiopians, and among them one famous 
woman named Nitocris. But the fame vanity 
that has led them to impofe upon mankind in 
other matters, and to claim to themfelves the 
earlieft antiquity, has tended to perplex their 
chronology. They have ufed a like fallacy in 
fiating the ages of their earlieli kings, unlefs 
the lives of men are conliderably Shortened 1 , 
fince the diftant period when they reigned. 
The firft extraordinary event in their lufiory 

11 Si km. lik.ri u He 103. Euterp. 
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feems to be the treacherous murder of their 
firft king Menes , to which they fabuloufly 
allude in the Itory of his being defiroyed by 
an Hippopotamus. But Osiris., they own, 
was flain by his brother Typhon , and the 
Hippopotamus is the common emblem of Ty- 
phon, as is particularly to be feen at Hermo- 
polis. In their ancient fuperltition before the 
times of Sesostris , who built Hups of war, 
and extended his conquefts both by fea and 
land, the fea was an abomination to the Aigyp- 
tians , as reprefenting to them the deteftable 
Typhon ; perhaps becaufe that invader came 
acrofs the fea to -/Egypt. When they fay 
Osiris periihed in the fea, they confound the * 
hifiorical event with their mythological alle- 
gory, and mean no more, than that the Nile* 
which is fometimes fabled by Osiris , lofes its 
waters in the great receptacle of all rivers. 
Their coming acquainted with this element 
gave birth to new conceits , feemingly as wild 
and extravagant as any I have mentioned be- 
fore ; that the fun and moon did not, accord- 
ing to the vulgar notion, ride in chariots 
through the air, but glided along in thips op 
velTels, as through a thin liquid medium 'V 
And one often meets with an . Isis .or an Apis 
upon a boat in their hieroglyphical reprefenta- 
tions , as emblems of the fun and moon , for 
which they have found a phyfical explanation, 
that the heavenly bodies are nourifhed with 

vapors 

>3 Plutarch, de Isid. Jc Osmos. 
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vapors exhaled from the fea and rivers. The 
chief obltacle to the ./Egyptian navigation, and 
what kept them llrangers to the fea fo long, 
feems to have been the want of convenient 
ports and harbours. The Phoenicians being 
moft commodioully fituated for navigation , 
It ruck much earlier into naval improvements, 
and made themfelveS conliderable by carrying 
on a traffic through all parts. By them the 
commodities of /Egypt were exchanged for 
thofe of other countries. They firft became 
acquainted with the Greeks , and by them the 
/Egyptians were made known to them; for' 
though many of the Greeks owed their origin 
to ./Egypt, yet were they by length of time 
eftranged from their parent land. But the 
Phoenicians from the earlielt times were known 
to the /Egyptians. The tradition is preferved 
in PerGa of their original 14 , or the place from 
whence they very anciently removed; and we 
are well alfured , that they were once feated 
upon the confines of the Arabian gulf ; and 
that coming from thence they fettled where 
they now are. And this memorable tradition, 
in Perlia helps me to account for a remarkable 
involution , which I have traced out in the 
./Egyptian hiftory, viz. that about feven hundred 
years after the eftablilhment of their ancient 
dynafties , a great invafion 15 happened from a 
people that came from the Eaii , who after 

*4 Herod. Clio. c. \. Polyhymnl 
-l'.iS Ex Maneth. fragment, apud Josbfh. contra Ariotf. 
lib. i. - - 
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infinite ravages reduced the country, deftroyed 
their temples , overturned their government , 
and fet up a king of their own , to whom not 
only the lower ./Egypt , but Memphis alfo, and 
the upper region, became tributary. For an- 
ciently what we now call ./Egypt was divided 
into three parts: Thebais wasadifiin6t diftri&; 
the dynalty of Memphis was the upper ./Egypt; 
and that of Heliopolis , comprehending the 
reft of the Delta, the lower region. Thefe 
invaders have been ever lince called by the 
./Egyptians Hycfos, or fhepherds , a word of 
contempt, implying a mean ignoble race, who 
followed no employment more honorable than 
that of tending cattle. Now the Phoenicians 
having probably dwelt upon the borders of 
Arabia before they invaded ./Egypt, might, as 
the Arabians are, be famous graziers; and from 
their ancient lituation might early have been 
acquainted with the feas beyond the Arabian 
gulf. The fix firft pafior-kings reduced all 
./Egypt under their power , except Thebais ; 
but after a fubjedion of about five hundred 
years, the ./Egyptians, by help of the Theban 
king, call off' this foreign yoke. Tethmosis 
recovered Heliopolis , and w r as the firft prince 
from Thebais , who fettled his dominion there, 
and abolilhed the barbarous cuftom of human 
facrifices IS . Moeris about the fame time ex- 
pelled them from Memphis I7 , and Tethmosis 
drove them into the extreme parts of the 

16 Ex Maneth. Porphyr. 'ZFipi a 7T0X*li- lib. ii § 55. 

17 Ebssb. Praepar. Evan. lib. ir. c. 16 . 
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country, and took and ruined Abaris 18 , now 
Pelufium, their laft hold in .Egypt. From thefe 
times yEgypt became a flourifliing kingdom , 
and increafed in power and glory , till Se- 
sostris, the brother of Dan aus, extended his 
conquefis through all AGa , and fet up an 
univerfal empire before Ninus and Semiramis. 
With a great naval force he took Cyprus and 
Phoenicia, led* an army againlt the Aflyrians 
and Medes , and after he had reduced thofe 
nations , invaded the more diftant cities and 
provinces of the Ealt. He conquered Scythia 
as far as the river Tanais , and left pillars in 
feveral places in memory of his great exploits. 
Upon his return out of Thrace, he planted 
the 19 Colchi upon the river PhaGs, leaving 
a part of his army to people the new colony. 
He contrived an itinerary to fettle the boun- 
daries and difiances of the countries he had 
travelled over , and introduced the fiudy of 
geography, which has Gnce been greatly im- 
proved by the facred fcribesi But the firft 
geographical tables are laid to be preferved 
among the Colchi io . This Sesostris infirutited 

x ® Eoseb. Prsepar. Evan. lib. x. c. n. 

** Herod. Eut. c. i 63. Agathias de Lazis agens, 
Kb. iL c. 53. Colchi dicuntur effc Aegyptiorum colonia, &c. 

ao "EvQtv 3*1 t tvct <p*<r » cW Tsrao-ctv o£tv<rcu 

Evpu7r>iv ’Arttiv n 

Am yt /Mjv in vvv fum ifiynSov , viavoht 

Tuv civJpav iff oye KcdiWcvro vctttuiv Amv , 

.\ / 
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the ./Egyptians in horfemanfliip. His army# 
they tell you, conlilied of twenty-four thou- 
fand horfe, betides a much larger body of loot, 
with twenty-feven thoufand armed chariots ; 
and anciently a horfe was the ./Egyptian fymbol 
for fortitude and boldnefs; but alter the military 
genius of the ./Egyptians abated , that warlike 
animal was difuled ; and by the canals, which 
that prince began , and others have fince car- 
ried through every part of the country, lor the 
more general conveyance of the waters, it is 
in molt places rendered impaflable for chariots 
and liorles. Sesostris firft made it a law, that 
no perfon lhould forfake the profeffion of his 
fathers. By this the military as well as the 
priefily tribes w'ere likely to be kept diltind. 
The foldiery were then divided into two daffes* 
the Hermotybies and the Calaliries ; and a 
thoufand of each chofen annually for the 
Icing’s body-guard; and thefe were commonly 
taken from among thofe who had their fettle-* 
ment in the Theban and Chemmite nomes. 
But the foldiery in general enjoyed a certain 

K .vGptctg, oi( ivi 'sra.cri o'Jbi x, mipcvi ietiriv 

’Typijs Ti Tpetipepijg t£ ■zrepi% imviiToplvoiiriv. 

■ Argon, iv. v. 27a. 

1 \ 

. Eustathius in fine epift. ante Dion. U(piiyy. Sesostris 
Aegyptius, ut aiunt, cum multum terrarum peragraffet , 
itinera tabulis edidit, fir tabularum deferiptionem non 
folum Aegyptiis fed & Scythis in admirationem imperliri 
dignatus eft. Scythas hi funt Colchi Aelam incolentes, 
quorum pofteri ypa.TTTvg /zrctTtpuv KuQpietg habueruut. 
Marsha*;. 
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portion of lands exempt from all taxes through- 
out the feveral nomes both of Thebais and 
of the Upper and Lower /Egypt. For the 
whole kingdom was divided by Sesostri* into 
thirty-lix nomes, for the more eafy adminiftra- 
tion of it; and over each were appointed de- 
puties to take car^ of the king’s revenues. The 
Warlike fpirit of this prince alpiring to defpotic 
government, tended to aggrandize the military 
orders, but to diininifh the authority of the 
priefts. The empire , which Sesostris had 
eflablifhed , continued among his pofierity for 
foine generations ; but the military interefi; 
which from his time was grown confiderable, 
jailed at lalt great commotions , particularly in 
the Lower -dbgypt; and feveral frnall dynafties 
were fet up in prejudice to the Theban mo- 
marehy, till, in the reign of ANYsis.the Blind* 
Saba cow an Ethiopian took advantage of their di-* 
vi lions, and invaded dBgypt. Anysis laved himfelf 
by flying to the fens , where he lay concealed, 
during the whole period that Sabacon flayed 
in ./Egypt', in an illand called Eibo. That 
Ethiopian prince helped to re-eftablifh the 
power of the priefis, and, they fay, returned 
back, into his own country by the fuminons 
of an oracle, when he had reigned fifty years 
with great juflice and clemency. It is recorded 
of hirn , that, inftead of pumlhing malefactors 
with death , he employed them in raiGng 
mounds about the towns they belonged to ; 
by which molt of the towns in ./Egypt are 
elevated fo high above the waters. Bu I his 
burning alive the Theban Bocchoris, a A'ife 
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and excellent prince, cannot be reconciled with 
that character. He alfo put to death Nechus, 
fovereign of the Saite dynafty. After his depar- 
ture , and the death of Anysis, Sethon a prieft 
of Vulcan was invefied with royal power; 
in whofe reign the art military was neglected, 
and the profeffion of arms brought into con- 
tempt. Then prieftcraft began to revive, and 
the tyranny of fuperliition was fet up. Thus 
did one extreme lead to another , and the 
military ftrength of /Egypt having ferved to 
eltablilh arbitrary power, made way to its own 
dettru<ftion. By thefe revolutions things re- 
turned again into their ancient channel. *The 
power and empire of ./Egypt was reduced , 
and the ftate in the end was left defencelefs. 
After the reign of Sethon they made an at- 
tempt to free themfelves frqm kingly power, 
but the event was anarchy and confuhon. Then 
• twelve tyrants were fet up by the different 
fa#ions of the people, till Psammetichus , the 
fon of Nechus , defeated his colleagues by a 
foreign force , and once more eftablilhed a 
monarchy. It flourilhed again for feveral 
reigns, till /Egypt became tributary to the 
king of Babylon, and was afterwards fubjetfted 
by Cambyses to the Perlian empire. But the 
./Egyptians are naturally headftrong and un- 
tra^able; and by what I have obferved of 
their difpofltion, they {till breathe a fpirit of 
liberty , and are as reluctant as ever to fubmit 
to a foreign yoke. Thou well knoweft, Cle- 
an der , tne bold efforts they made, both in 
the reign of Xerxes , and in the beginning 
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of this. Amyrteus, who then, upon the de- 
feat of Inarus, and the reduction of the country 
by Megabyzus, fled to the fens, ftill fupports 
the old fa&ion againft Perfia ; and refides , as 
is reported , in the fame inacceffible ifland 
where Anysis concealed himfelf fo long. He 
reigns there like an independent prince over 
the followers of his fortune. But the friends 
of Perfia have reafon to fear a more numerous 
and formidable party among the malecontents 
of digypt, vvho might be willing to join him 
upon any defperate undertaking ; and I am 
perfuaded , that whenever an occafion offers , 
their attempts to become independent of Perfia 
will be no lefs vigorous than they have here- 
tofore been. Adieu. 

L. 


' LETTER LXXXVL 

t 

Oleander to Gobryas. From Athens. 

I deferred fending an account of the con- 
clufion which is at laft put to the bufinefs of 
Mitylene , till the various turns , which it has. 
palled through , were over , and till 1 was able, 
by converfing with the principal perfons who 
conduced the deliberations of the republic in 
the courfe of the affair , to lay before thee 
impartially the reafons which induced the 
people to inflict the utmoft , I may 4ay the 
mofi extravagant feveritie* , with regard to the 
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unfortunate Mitylenians, in the firft decree, and 
to folten the rigor of them in fo remarkable a 
manner in the l'econd , within, the compafs of 
a very few days. 

I mentioned in former difpatches, that the 
Athenians feemed inclined to come to the ex- 
tremeft refolutions in punilhing the revolt of 
Mitylene , as well to terrify the reft of their 
allies from fhaking off their dependance, as to 
gratify that warm refentment which inflamed 
them againit the inhabitants of Lelbos , from 
wham they leaft expelled that fuch an un- 
grateful return would be made to their favors* 
and an example fet to the other tributary 
iflarids , which might prove fo prejudicial to 
the interefts of this ftate. . For thefe reafons, 
not to mention the naturally quick and fenfible 
temper of the Athenians , and the flow of 
fpirits into which every inftance good for- 
tune throws them,- it is no wonder, that, 
pufhed on by the orators of Cleon’s party, 
they have paffed the following decree in the 
firft aflembly which they held upon the pu- 
jiilhinent of the Mitylenians : r 

“ Under the arehonfhip ofEucLiDEs, on 
u the fifth day of the month Hecatombeon , 
V Thrasicles, the fon of Midias of the tribe 
41 of Cecrops, moved ; That whereas the in- 
s' habitants of Lelbos had , foon after the 
Perfian war, concluded an alliance with the 
commonwealth of Athens , by which they 
4t obliged themfelves to pay yearly the fum of 
“ fiftee^ talents., and furnifh a fquadron of 
lhips when demoded ; and likewife to 
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tl remain firm allies to this ftate , as well in 
“ defence of the general liberties of Greece 
u as the rights and prerogatives of Athens in 
“ particular; and whereas the Athenians, in a 
u juft fenfe of the advantages they received 
from this alliance, conferred immunities and 
“ privileges on the inhabitants of Lefbos j 
u greater than thofe they beftowed on any 
" other people in their dependance ; and 
11 whereas theLefbians, ungratefully forgetting 
“ thefe benefits, did, on pretences void of 
“ all foundation , not only violate the treaty 
“ they have entered into, by withdrawing the 
u ftipulated fupplies of fhips and money, but 
“ likewife wholly defert the interefis of the 
“ republic in the midft of a dangerous and 
“ expenlive vcar, and by adding to the number 
“ of its enemies , contribute as far as in them 
u lay to its utter ruin; and whereas the Athe- 
u nians, aided by the gods, the reveggers of 
11 infringed leagues, and the juftice of the 
il divine Nemesis , have reduced the city ML? 
“ tylene to furrender at difcretion; be it de-r 
u creed by the fenate and people of Athens, 
u that for the puniflunent of thefe numerous 
“ injuries , for a warning to the reft of their 
f‘ allies who have yet prefervcd their fidelity 
“ unfhaken, and for the afferting of thofe rights 
“ which an infradhon of the mofi facred ties 
gives over a perjured ally, that the inhabit- 
“ ants of Mitylene , who have attained the 
“ age of manhood, be, without diftimftion ,• 
“ put to death and the women and children 
4 ‘ reduced to flavery , and fold by lots ; an<l 
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“ let Chares , Dion , and Polycrates , be 
“ chofen to fee this decree put in execution." 

• The fa#ion, which drove on the people 
to thefe extremities, were fo eager to put the 
laft hand to their deteftable cruelty , that they 
prevailed with. them, that a galley lhould be 
immediately difpatched with the three com- 
miffioners on board , and orders to Paches to 
carry the decree into execution. The day after 
they were failed, the Athenians, agreeably to 
their character, began to foften ; they found 
feveral citizens of authority amongft them did 
not approve of this feverity, and thought a 
lefs degree of punilhment not only more ge- 
gerous , but more prudent. A the fame time 
the Mitylenian deputies ufed infinite art and 
induftry , that the affair might be again de- 
bated ; and by the force of their perfonal ap- 
plications with men of honefty and good-nature, 
and motives of a lefs liberal kind with thofe 
of mercenary difpofitions , obtained of the 
Prytanes , that another affembly* fhould be 
convened to decide the bufinefs* When the 
people were met together in a great fquare 
near the citadel , and the ufual facrifices and 
luftrations were performed, a prayer was of- 
fered up for a blefling on the counfels of the 
republic. After the public crier had pro- 
claimed thrice with a loud voice, TIE BOTAETAI 
AIATOPETEIN; Who will give his opinion? I 
was very well pleafed to fee my friend Phi- 
lemon , fo often mentioned in the courfe of 
thefe letters, ftep forward with a placid dignity, 
and mount the tribunal. He began with telling 
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the people , that as ficknefs had prevented him 
from giving his opinion upon the affair in 
quefiion the firft time it was debated, he was 
extremely glad they had refumed their con- 
fultations , that he might have an opportunity 
of ufing that freedom in fpeaking his fenti- 
ments which they always allowed him. He 
was forry to find , that tne continuance of the 
war feeined not only to have effaced the im- 
preftions of humanity from their minds, but 
had even produced a difregard for the foundeft 
maxims of policy. That it was a known ob- 
fervation , exceluve punifliments were far from 
having the effe# propofed; they rather occa- 
fioned defpair in the guilty, which was often 
the parent in them of efforts above their na- 
tural ftrength to recover their freedom , and' 
to revenge themfelves upon their oppreffors. 
At the fame time , the heightening the punilh- 
ment with cruelty , expofed the infli&ors to 
the hatred of their allies , who were juftly 
apprehenfive of the cafe becoming their own 
on the flighteft ground of offence , and to the 
redoubled vigor of their enemies , to whom 
iuch proceedings appeared like a refolution 
never to theath the Iword. He defired them 
to obferve, he did not fpeak againft punifhing 
the authors of a revolt ; that was a piece of 
juftice due both to themfelves and the gods; 
but only againft that indifcriininate fentence, 
which involved the innocent with the guilty, 
the mifguided with the mifguiders. He then 
put them in mind of recovering that reputation 
which they had formerly enjoyed for gentlenefs 
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and lenity , and which of late years he \Vaif 
grieved to fay they had forfeited. He con- 
cluded thus: “ Athenians, I have given that 
“ opinion which I think not only molt ho-> 
44 norable, hut molt advantageous for you. Let 
“ it not be faid in Greece, that tvhilft Athens 
44 boalts of being the only city which has erected 
41 in one of its ftreets an altar to Compallion , 
41 the influence of thatamiable divinity is totally 
44 erafed from the hearts of its citizens. ” 

The fpeech of Philemon was received with 
great approbation by his party; but it was im- 
mediately anfvvered by orators of the other 
fide, and the debate infenlibly grew warm. 
Cleon at lalt rofe, and with a vehemence both 
of action and utterance , harangued the affembly 
to the following effe$: “ That w hat had palfed 
“ that day, was to him a fufficient proof, that 
44 a republican government was , of all others, 
44 the moft improper to maintain authority. 
“ By putting an affair of this nature in deli- 
“ beration , after it had been once -refolved / 
44 they Ihovved a foftnefs in their nature, and 
44 an unfteadinefs in their counfels , which 
u would encourage their allies to rife againft 
u them upon every occafion. They could not 
u furely be ignorant, that the authority they 
“ exercifed over tliofe allies was merely an 
41 ufurped one; and that no favors they could 
“ beltow would be fufficient to prevent their 
4( feizing every opportunity to recover their in- 
41 dependency. That in order to keep them fteady 
41 to their lint decree , he imagined he needed 
44 only put them in mind of the injuries which 
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" they had fuffered from the Lefbians, who, 
“ both by their lituation as an ifle, and their 
“ power as a nation , were out of all danger 
“ of being entered by the Athenian arms ; fo 
“ that their revolt proceeded from no other 
“ motive than the reltlefs humor of mankind, 
“ which induces tjiem to prefer a new and 
“ incertain Hate of affairs to their prefent 
“ condition , however happy. He declared , 
■“ he faw no reafon for excepting any out of 
the punilhment, lince they were all equally 
concerned in the crime; and exhorted the 
“ people to make an example of feverity, 
“ which might keep their allies within the 
hounds of duty , whilft they were oppoling 
“ the attempts of their numerous enemies.” 
The fadion of Cleon teltilied , by clamors 
ofapplaufe, that his fentiments met with their 
concurrence. At the clofe of the debate Dio- 
dotus enforced the arguments for mercy in a 
very elaborate fpeeeh. He told the alTembly, 
that their debating twice upon an affair of this 
importance, was an argument to him of their 
wifdorn; lince there were no greater enemies 
to prudent counfels than anger and precipitation. 
He did not think the point in debate was, 
whether the Lelbians were guilty or not; that 
was a point allowed on all hands; but whether 
the decree which they had palled two days 
before , was for the advantage of the Itate. 
On tliis head he obferved , that in all cafes of 
revolt a door Ihould be left open for repentance ; 
and it was more particularly reafonable with 
jregard to a people , who , being once iV^e^ 
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could not be blamed for endeavouring to efface 
every mark of dependance. The argument he 
chiefly urged was, that as Greece and the ad- 
jacent ifles were divided into the popular and 
ariftocratical parties , the forcnei* of which fided 
with Athens , the latter wifhed well to the 
Peloponnefian caufe, they ought to confider, 
that , by involving all the inhabitants of Mi- 
tylene in the punifhrnent , the feverity of it • 
would fall heavieft upon their friends of the 
popular faction , who , as foon as they had 
feized the power, furrendered the city to the 
army of the republic. For thefe and other 
reafons (which I fhould tire thee with repeat- 
ing) he moved, 44 That the former decree 
44 fhould be repealed , and the authors of the 
44 revolt only, amounting to about a thoufand 
44 of the magiftrates and rich citizens of Mi- 
44 tylene , be put to death ; that the fortifica- 
44 tions of the place fhould be demolifhed ; 

44 their fhips delivered up ; and their land di- 
44 vided into two parts ; the one to be dedicated 
44 to the fervice of the gods, the other to be 
44 lhared out in lots to an Athenian colony.” 
The motion of Diodotus palled , on a di- 
vifion , but by a very few voices ; and a galley 
was immediately difpatched with a repeal of 
the former decree. The rowers, encouraged 
by the promifes and rewards of the Mitylenian 
deputies, made fuch expedition, as to arrive 
atMitylene juft time enough to prevent Paches 
and the commiflioners from putting their firft 
orders in execution. Thou wilt ealily imagine, 
with how much joy this news was received 
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by the inhabitants of Mitylene, who had no- 
thing before their eyes but the preparations and 
executioners of their punifhment. 

I need not fuggeft to thee, enlightened 
minifter, that the Athenians, by carrying their 
refentment fo far againlt the revolted allies, 
and exprefling the utmofi unwillingnefs to af- 
ford the lea/i hopes of pardon to thofe who 
may follow their example , point out them- 
felves in what manner a war may be carried 
on againft them to rnoft advantage. For when 
once the colonies and tributary iflands forfake 
this republic, and either fet up governments 
of their own , or feek the protection of a 
ftronger power , one may foretel , without 
divination, that the ruin of Athens is at hand. 
Farewel. 

P. 


LETTER L X X X V 1 1. 
Cleander to Hydaspes. 

Every art, Hydaspes , that tends to the com-> 
fort or ornament of human life , took its firft 
rife either from neceflity or convenience ; and 
I believe it often happens, that chance (ketches 
out the rude defign , which is afterwards im- 
proved , matured , and poliflied by reflection. 
That this was eminently the cafe in the origin 
of theatrical reprefentations , is agreed on all 
hands. Tragedy and comedy were nothing 
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more in their beginnings than hymns to Bac- 
chus, whom my friend Ctf.siphon the fophifi 
confiders in no other light than (hat of the belt 
vine-drefler of antiquity. Some of his followers 
one day accidentally found a goat' browling 
in their vineyard. They took and facrificed 
it to their dead, and perhaps deified, matter, 
from motives of gratitude, as vveli as interefi. 
The neighbours were called in , who joined 
with them in fongs and dances; and the re- 
velling being approved of by the company, 
was foon converted , we may fuppofe, into an 
annual folemnity. The perfons who performed 
thefe extemporal hymns, either alternately or 
all together, were in fucceeding times called 
the chorus. This cuftom was transferred into 
their cities , and the fubjetft of it was very 
much altered^ for the compofers of the fongs 
having almoft exhaufied their imagination , by 
conliantly exerciling it on the fame argument, 
recited the actions of foxne ilhrltrious hero 
with the praifes of Bacchus. Thus the thing 
continued till the days of Thespis, who is al- 
lowed to have been the firlt who enlarged the 
fcheme, and abolifhing thefe rough and uncouth 
dithyrambs, (as the Greeks call them,) in- 
troduced juft and regular entertainments of 
written poems. In aid of the chorus he brought 
a lingle a6tor upon the liage, who at fit in- 
tervals came out from the reft, and amufed 
the audience with an account of the exploits 
of famous men ; then retired again , when the 
chorus had taken breath , w hich was fiill the 
|nofi confiderable part of the performance* 

However, 
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However, by this means a new turn was given 
to it; the bufinefs of the chorus was leflened, 
and fomething like a plot or fable was intro- 
duced. Thespis went about the villages in 
carts, daubed the faces of his acftors with lees 
of wine, and contended for the premium of 
tragedy , a Goat ; while others vied for the 
premium of comedy , a balket of Figs and a 
veffel of Wine. He lived about the time of « 
Solon, who, by procuring an order from the 
court of Areopagus , obliged him to lay down 
an employment fo unprofitable to the itate. 
That acute and penetrating lawgiver forefaw 
the confequences that would enfue , and ( the 
Athenians fay ) in the fpirit of divination 
foretold them.- 

tEschylus improved upon this model, by 
adding a fecond a<$lor , and diverfifying the 
liable. As he was extremely diligent in the 
fiudy of Homer, he fet the Iliad before his 
eyes as the ftandard of poetry. He obferved 
the vivacity of the dialogues introduced there, 
and conlidered how much more agreeable they 
would appear, if exhibited in fuch a manner, 
as to feem real , and to flow naturally from 
the paffions , fentiments , and behaviour of 
common life. Hence he thought of calling 
his plays into the form of converfation. By 
this time the chorus , which was at firft the 
principal part of tragedy, was only an ac- 
ceflory ornament of it., and employed to re- 
lieve the ?<ftors, as the a&ors were before ad- 
mitted to relieve that. Nay, the chorus, which 
was anciently the play itfelf, now ferved only 
2. 4 
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to exprefs the fentiments of the by-ftanders., 
to take the fide of injured innocence and virtue, 
and to fuggeft fuch reflexions as the well-mind- 
ed part of the audience might reafonably be 
fuppofed to make. Aeschylus taught the per- 
fons concerned in it , to make thofe movements 
in their dances , which are called the firophe 
and antiftrophe. The firfi of them is from ealt 
to weft, and intended to fignify the diurnal 
courfe of the fun; the fecond is the reverfe of 
that motion. After fome time they fing the 
epode, in concert with the mufical inftruments, 
and fiand (till in the middle of the ftage , in- 
timating , by a quaint conceit , the liability of 
the earth in the centre.' While Thespis lived, 
the players had no regular place of reprefenta- 
tion , but contented, themfelves with the 
moveable ftage I have named to you. vEscHy- 
Lus , as he was received with public honors 
and encouragement in Athens alter the death 
of Solon , employed Agatharchus, a fkilful 
architeX , to build a theatre at the expenfe 
of the fiate, and to contrive the decorations 
and fcenery. He fumifhed his aXors with 
maiks, drefled them in flowing robes, agreeably 
to the charaXers they fuftained on different 
occafions, and by the afliftance of bufkins ad- 
vanced them to the landed talnefs of heroes. 
In this he accommodated himfelf to the pre- 
judices of the multitude , who even to this 
day entertain a notion, that all the ancient 
Warriors, except little Tydeus, were of a fize 
beyond the common ftandard of nature. 
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Thus Is AEschylus l)ecome the father of 
dramatic poetiy; and as it is a greater inftance 
of genius to invent than to improve , he may 
deferve perhaps more regard than any who 
have fuceeeded him. He has written one 
play , which is an aggravated defcription ,■ but 
indeed finely drawn, of the diftrefs of Xerxes 
and his army in the late invafion ; and repre- 
fents the faithlefs and corrupted Perhans as 
deftitute of the favor of Oromasdes , while 
Greece was under the influence and protection 
of her guardian deities. The reading of this 
play has fuggelied one thing to me, with which 
I will conclude this letter ; and though it may 
he thought perhaps by fome a very laudable 
partiality, I can by ho means approve it in 
-dEscHYLUs, notwithfianding his great qualities: 
I mean, that whether the ftory will admit of 
it or no , yet the compofers of tragedy, like 
their brethren the comic poets, love to wreft 
and warp the fentiments which arife from it, 
to the circurnftanoes of the prefent times; they 
make frequent allufions to the minifters of 
Rate , and the meafures purfued by their coun- 
trymen. They place every thing in a fubor- 
dinate light to this arrogant republic : the 
ftrongeft ties of decency and intereft can pre- 
ferve no government in Greece from thefe inr 
vidious comparifons ; and her* fifter-city La- 
cedaemon, with their common enemy the Per- 
fian, are equally expofed to this abufe. In- 
deed it ought not to be wondered at, fince 
an indifferent poet may recommend himfelf by 
this artifice to an Athenian Audience ; and the 
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excellent Euripides, from a fatal error in fo 
eflential a particular, has more than once been 
forced to yield to a cringing competitor*- In a 
word, Hydaspes, they are fo zealous in doing 
jufiice to their national merit, that they take 
fometimes to themfelves what was hardly in- 
tended by the writer; and are fo fond of the 
leaft incenfe which is offered to their vanity, 
that they receive with eagernefs the grateful 
tribute, and applaud not fo much the good fenfe, 
as the flattery of the poet. 

From Athens. G. 


LETTER L X X X V 1 1 1. 

Hydaspes to Oleander. From Sufa. 

During your flay at Sufa, fome years ago, 
you muft have feen Nehemiah, the king’s cup- 
bearer. Though it did not fall in your way 
to make an acquaintance with him, or to hear 
any account of him , that might engage your 
attention, yet I will venture to affirm, if you 
knew as much of him as I do, you would give 
him a very honorable place both in your elteem 
and your affe$ions. He is by nation a Jew, 
and the fon of one Hachaliah, who, not- 
withftanding the encouragement flbovvn to that 
province by our monarch and his predeceflors, 
chofe rather to dwell in Sufa, than with his 
countrymen in the land inhabited by their an- 
celtors. It was by means of the old man’s 
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continual refidence in this city , and the hu- 
mility of his deportment , that h'is fon was 
raifed by degrees to a conliderable office near 
the king's perfon, and enjoyed a large fhare 
of the royal favor. The queen’s intereft, join- 
ed to Nehemiah’s, after a faithful attendance 
at court, procured him a commiflion of great 
importance to the diftrelfed people of Judaea, 
which invefled him with a power of rebuilding 
the walls of Jerufalem , fettling the citizens in 
tranquillity, reftoring their commerce, regulat- 
ing the abufes that had crept into the cultoms 
enjoined them by their law ; in lhort , of 
making them fatisfacftory amends for a long, 
and harafling captivity. Thus the indolence 
of the father, though complained of by his 
country , proved of real fervice to it , as it 
opened a way to the a6tivity of the fon to 
exert itfelf in re-eliablifhing the lingular and 
boafted policy of the Jews. So true is it, that 
Oromasdes works by methods unknown to 
men , to ends as unforefeen by them. 

For many years Nehemiah was looked 
upon as a crafty and finifhed courtier) much 
attached to the interefts of his nation, and, 
as thofe who hated himfaid, not a little to his 
own. For the gracious Artaxerxes heaped 
on him great wealth , which was pretended 
to have been either illegally extorted by the 
fale of offices in his gift , or to have' been, 
cunningly procured from the king by every! 
abje# art of flattery and difiimulation. -T, who 
knew him better, always faw him in ah 
amiable light, but till lately never faw him u* 
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a firiking one. Since his laft return from Pa- 
leftine , 1 have had frequent converfations with 
him, and find, on examining into the .ftate and 
hifiory of the Jews, that 1 have hitherto re- 
ceived imperfect iniormation concerning them j 
and, notwithitandmg the more perfect infor- 
mation 1 have now received, I confefs , Cle-* 
ander , my delicacy is fcarcely reconciled to 
them , either prejudice or common fenfe ftieks 
fo dole to me. • 

- Nehemiah is bufy in foliciting a renewal 
of the powers formerly granted to him, which 
are juft expired. During his government he 
adminiftered juftice with fidelity , and fup- 
ported the authority of his matter with unufual 
magnificence. He Lived among his people 
twelve years, and executed all, or even more 
than could be expected from the molt dextrous. . 
Animated by his prefence , they fortified and 
rebuilt Jerufalem, infomuch that it vies with 
Sardis in grandeur; and to defend themfelves 
from the incurfions of their enemies , while 
they carried on the works , held their fwords 
in one hand , and their trowels in the other. 
His table was open every day to an hundred 
and fifty chiefs among the Jews, and hofpitably 
admitted ftrangers, who came from all parts to 
be witnefles of the thriving condition of his 
province Whoever appeared in the city of 
any figure , was invited to the governor’s houfe, 
received with courtefy, and entertained with 
liberality. There were conftantly provided in 
bis kitchen one ox and fix choice Cheep, and 
be treated his guefts with the various wines 
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of the Eaft , and the coan of the Greeks. Thefe 
expenfes he bore out of his own revenues, not 
only without laying any new tax on Judaea , 
but without accepting the regular income, by 
which thofe who had gone before him in that 
office were fupported. This fhows the fpirit 
and temper of the man. The bounty of the 
ling had enriched him ; and he , from a fenfi 
of gratitude to his prince , and a love to his 
country , is w r ell pleafed with beftowing thofe 
riches to the honor, and in the fervice of both. 

The Jews (a nation the moft ftubbornly 
bigotfed to thernfelves) tell you, that wheri 
they were profperous and independent, their 
conflitution was founded on the narrow-minded 
fcheme of feparation from the converfe of their 
neighbours , and a total exclufion from the 
arts and manners of other countries; They 
fpeak in the higheft terms of their lawgiver. 
Who was either an infpired prophet, a de- 
fignirg knave , or a warm-headed enthufiatt ; 
and being reputed the fon of a king of ■dEgypf’S 
daughter, though. defcended from a Jew, was 
educated in the fchools of ./Egyptian learning 
and legiflation. Pretending to be fupernatu rally 
affifted , he refcued his fellows in a moft un- 
exampled manner from a ftate of intolerable 
flavery under the tyrant Salatis. He conduced 
them by very painful marches into the land 
where they fettled, and laid out the plan of a 
commonwealth for them , which is of a novel 
and peculiar call. After his death they en- 
gaged in feveral unfuccefsful wars, and were 
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at laft reduced to an ignominious bondage in 
Babylon, where they fubmilted to the meaneft 
employments. The mercy of Cyrus releafed 
them , Xerxes confirmed them in their pri- 
vileges, and many of them followed his arms 
into Greece. Much , however, was wanting 
to complete their reftoration, when Nehemiah, 
in that genius of ancient policy which has long 
left the world , put hiinfelf at the head cf 
large numbers returning into their country, 
red refled their grievances, emulated the farce 
of their firft leader, and gained glory to himfeff, 
and ftrength to his people. > 

Believe me, O Clean der, the man mail 
be aduated. by a great foul , who , for he 
fake of a perverfe nation , can defpife the 
pleafures of retirement , the fplendors of a 
court , and the fmiles of his prince , to en- 
counter the violence of the rah and the cau- 
tion of the timorous , the whifpers of. the 
envious and the, clamors of the factious, the 
abfurdities of the weak and the opinions of 
the wife , in the capacity of a reforming 
ftatefman. 

C. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

Cleander to Megabyzus. From Athens. 

A ' . ■ . 

jt\.FTER the high compliments thou payelt to 
my tafte in diltinguifhing the particular excel- 
lence of every piece 1 have fent, and ap- 
proving them all , it is by no means neceflary 
to make fuch another to my dilintereltednefs f 
and to infiltupon my. laying out every Daric 
thou halt remitted , without entering into a 
detail of the prices. But fuch , I have ob- 
ferved is the nature of the elegant arts, that 
a certain noblenefs of fpirit is inseparable from 
the character of the perfon iwho cultivates them 
with fuccefs, or admires them with judgment* 
Pericles , whofe talie governed that of ail 
Greece , was molt magnificent in this kind of 
expenfe ; farther indeed than his fortune would 
allow , efpecially as he was too much a fervant 
of the public to attend with exaCtnefs to his 
private affairs. Though, upon his death, this 
appeared to the whole city to be.the cafe, it is 
but very lately that the younger Pericles has 
been prevailed on to break that admirable 
colle&ion , which his father had taught him to 
regard as the molt valuable ‘part of his in- 
heritance. Here is an opportuhity to do jultice 
to thy commiffion ; and I cannot but congratu- 
late thefe favorite works of art, amongft which 
I have often walked with fo much pleafure, 
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that they only quit the gallery of Pericles to 
be more worthily placed in the palace of 
Megabyzus. 

The difpute about Achilles’s armor was 
painted by Parrhasius 2! , for the prize at 
Samos, which he lolt to Timanthes. The 
judges , it is agreed , by their decifion , did 
not intend to determine the merit of the pieces, 
fo much as to mortify his exceffive vanity; but 
were difappointed , and he left their tribunal 
with this reflexion , “ that it was Ajax’s 
<( conftant ill fortune to fee an unworthy rival 
** preferred. ” In this cotnpofition 21 thou wilt 
obferve nothing hard or glaring; the outline 
of the figures vanilhes as it were into the 
ground ; and every object leffens and- grow* 
mdiltin& in proportion to its diftance. The 
ftrong light 23 upon the principal group of the 
two heroes with the armor lying between them, 
catches the eye immediately, and goes off by 
degrees upon the lefs confiderable parts. What 
. '•! . ' ■ > .. ■ • 

; t j i , / r j‘ t * t- ‘ ' ■) 

21 Pahusasio nemo infolentim Sc arrogantius ufus eft 

gloria arfis — ergo magiiis fuffragiis fuperatus a Timanthb 
S ami, in Ajace armorumque judicio. Herois nomine fe 
jnolefte ferre dicebat, quod iterum ab indignio vidtusefTet 
Pun. lib. xxxv. } 36, . . , <n 

22 Confeffione artificium in lineia extremis palmana 
adeptus. — • Extrema corporuni facere , & rfefineulis pie- 
iurae modum inciudere : rarum iu fucceffu art*' htvenihzr; 
ambire enim debet fe extremita* ipfa & Sc defin ere, ut 
promittat alia poft fe Ibid. 

23 I*le colorum claritas oculorum aciem. oflenderet, 

Veluti per lapidem fpecularem intuentibus ,e longinquo 
k eadem res minis floridis coioribus aufteritatem occulte 
dvet. Ibid, ‘ i 1 
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an amazing effeA of art is this , compared with 
the performances of the old matters! The ut- 
mott effort of Eumarus 24 was to dittinguifh 
the fex by the fhape of his figures; Ardices 
of Corinth found no better a way than to write 
under them ; and Cimon firft varied that fingle 
upright attitude in ufe till his time. While 
they found fuch difficulty to reprefent nature, 
it was not to be expeded they lhould improve 
it; and not yet matters of defign , they could 
not turn their thoughts upon the artifices of 
coloring. But there is a curiofity in thefe 
rude eflays ; and the fpecimen I fend will lead 
thee through the whole progrefs of the art. 

The like degrees of improvement may be 
obferved in the fuite of ftatues from Dipoenus 
and Anthermus to Phidias and Polycletus. 
The Hermae, which I take to be the firft at- 
tempts, are very imperfe#; they are only a 
head upon a fquare block of ftone : but the 
fucceeding ages have conttdered this form as 
fomething facred , and the greatelt men are 
ftill thus reprefented. When they advance as 
far as whole figures , they merely copied what 
they had feen in yEgypt. Compare the Caftor 
and Pollux of Dipoenus with the Ofiris and 
Orus; the legs joined together, the arms ftuck 
clofe to the fides, and the drapery growing 

14 Qui primus in piriura marem foemii’iamque difcrevif, 
Edmahum — & Cimonem Cleonaeum : Hie catagrapha in- 
venit, hoc ell obliquas imagines, & varie formare vul» 
tus , refpicientes , fufpicienlefque , & defpicientes. Pun, 
Kb. xxxv. $ 34- Ardices Coriuthius quos pingeret , ad' 
feribere inftitutum. Ibid. $ 5. 
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as it were to the body, prove them of the 
fame family. But the Greeks will not allow 
this original of fculpture , which robs their 
Daedalus of the invention. The accounts of 
this hero (for fo he is Ityled) are like all of 
his age , obfcured with fable ; yet in many 
parts of Greece , if we may believe a conliant 
tradition, works of his are (till to be feen. 
One of thefe 25 , in the fame grofs manner of 
carving, thou wilt find in this collection; it ia 
a fmall ebony figure of one of the attendants 
of Bacchus, and performs of itfelf thofe attic 
tumblings ufed in the proceffions of the gods. 
This is done by quickfi-iver in the cavity of 
the image; a contrivance which an old author 
exprefsly afcribes to Daedalus , and which’ 
may account for the greatelt miracles related 
of his art. : ' 

Among thefe ancient rarities 26 I would 
place the large earthen vafes from Magna Graecia; 
the paintings On them are as much above the 
grotefque ./Egyptian talie, as they are below 
the Greek correCtnefs., Of the fame rank are 
the Etrufcan Itatues and has reliefs , which 
have all of them fome infcription in the old 
language of their country, long fince obfolete. 
... - 

iS o KufiooSdcKTKt&Aos , tov Acih 

JccAov Ktvx[Atv>iv vrctiritrcti rrjv |uA<i w ' A(PfaSirr\v iy- 
XpctVTCL Apyvj>QV yyrov. Ariflot de Anima. — Some* 
what like the Japonnefe Puppet , Shown at Margas’s 
in 1740- * . 

- s Still found in the kingdom of Naples and in 
Tufcany. X : , . ,j; ,, > .. , . 
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The moft beautiful proportions 27 , collected 
from a number of the choiceft objetfts, difpofed 
in the molt graceful attitudes the matter's idea 
could frame , and finilhed with the molt fcru- 
pulous care , compofe what Polycletus calls 
his canon, his pattern of fymmetry. He has 
given us alfo a treatife under the fame title , 
wherein he lays down and illultrates the prin- 
ciples he went upon in his work. It is the roll 
I have put into the hand of the figure. 

Inltead of the noblenefs and grace, which 
we admire in Polycletus, Stipax 28 of Cy- 
prus prefents you with a view of common na- 
ture. His fubjctS is a favorite Have of Pericles, 
broiling fteaks over a fire , which he blows 
with lus mouth. But the droll pictures of 
Pyreicus 59 are perfect in this way; his markets 
and barbers lhops are the very things them- 
felves. No poetical imagination , no divine 

27 T\a.<rci.q Ik S'i S d %cog fifjodg iv tu> <rvyypapt(MTt 
rag 0 -up.ptTplcig tx <ruputT<&' o UoAvkAut^ , tjpya 
tov A oyov, tGeGaiMirt , Stipu xpy*i<rag ’Avd mclvtcc kcltcL 
to. tx A oyx Txrpoq-dypoooTct , d, KccAtcrcog $ x, durov 
rov ’AvSptoona, , Ketia,7rtp d, to (rvyypdptfxcc , Kavova. 
Galen. Tsrtpi tuv naff ’l7T7roKp. d, I7A«.r. 

28 Stipax Cyprius uno celebratur figno, Splanchnopte ; 
Pericles Olympii vernula hie fuit, extra torrens , ignem 
oris pleni fpiritu accendens. Plin. lib. xxxiv. § 19. 

39 Pyreicus arte paucis pofiferendus — humilia fe- 
cutus, humilitati fummam adeptus eft gloriam ; tonftriuas 
futrinafque pinxit & afellos & obfonia ac fimilia — in iis 
confuimnatas voluptatis ; quippe eae pluris veni£re , qtiain 
maxima; multorum. Pun. lib. xxxv. § 3 j. Like Rem- 
3* a not and Teniers. 
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airs , no elegant draperies , but fuch coun- 
tenances, fuch habits, fuch accidents, as one 
daily fees among the common people. His 
landfcape is agreeable to his figures ; for caf- 
cades, and temples , and porticos, he varies 
his fcene with a pond , a hovel , or a mill. 
But there is fuch a truth of defign , and fuch 
an amazing force of coloring , that he divides 
the fuffrages of the curious with Zeuxis him>- 
felf. The portraits 30 of this matter are no lefs 
elieemed : he exprelfes the whole man in fuch 
a manner, that the phyfiognomifls have formed 
their judgment from his draughts with the 
fame fuccefs as from the life itfelf. 

There is a delicacy and brightnefs in enamel, 
that takes every eye. We owe this invention 
to the genius of Polygnotus 31 ; and thou wilt 
perceive to what perfection he has brought 
it, by the groupe of Trojan ladies, which he 
copied from a large hiftory of his own in the 
Poecile. The celebrated Eupinice, whom the 
common talk of Athens makes the painter’s 
miftrefs , fat for the principal figure **. 

The filver vafes 33 and paterae are of 
Mentor ; the brazen lamps and helmets of Ca- 
lamis and Mys. There is fomething fo grand 
in the general fhape of thefe, the bas reliefe 

3° This is told of Apelles by Pliny , lib. xxxv. 5 36. 
but is more likely to be true of fuch a painter as PraE'icus. 

3* Encaufticas pitfhirae extit€re Poltcnoti. Ibid. §39. 

3* Plutarch, in Cimone. 

33 Like the vafes and ornaments of Polybore and 
Julio Romano. ' 
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are fo jufily defigned , the foliage is fo loofe 
and tender , and every ornament fo advan- 
tageoufly difpofed, that one would wonder to 
fee fo much talte and diligence thus employed. 
But fuch furniture is in the higheft requeft 
here , and the molt trifling uteniil mult be the 
work of a good hand. The head 34 embofled 
upon the golden lhield is that of a Carthaginian 
general, who commanded in Sicily, done by 
his countryman Boethus ; fo magnificent alfo 
are thefe proud merchants. It was a prefent 
to Pericles from the Syraculian , who took 
it in battle. 

The lafit and molt conGderable acceflion to 
this collection was owing to the gratitude of 
Phidias. When he was dying in prifon, he 
bequeathed to his beloved patron the citron 
cabinet in the form of a Doric temple : in this 
were depofited all the Itudies for his great 
works , and whatever of the fame kind he had 
got together of other matters. Here is the 
model 3S of his Minerva, with the contrivance 
for taking off the gold ufed in the ornaments ; 
which, when he was accufed, he offered to 
do before the . aflembly , and proved by the 
weight he had not embezzled it. As all the 
public buildings w r ere under his direction, the 
defigns of architecture are in vaft quantities; 
they will thoroughly acquaint thee with thofe 

3^ Pceni ex auro fa&itavSre & clypeos & imagines, 
leeumque in caitra tullre. Faciem reddi in fcuto cujufque, 
<jui fuerit ufus illo. Pun lib. xxxv. $ 4 . 

3' Padtarch. in Pbrjcub. 
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Itately fabrics; and on thy fofa at Sufa thou 
inayelt furvey at leifure the magnificence of 
Athens. The fketch 36 of the battle of Ma- 
rathon is by PanzEnus; the painting from it 
fills the principal compartments in the Poecile. 
The heads of the generals are very llightly 
marked in the delign ; in the picture the Greek 
captains were drawn from the life. From 
whence Pan.*nus had his ideas of our com- 
manders , 1 know not ; but thy uncle Arta- 
phernes, who is drawing a bow at the head 
of the Parthian horfe, has very much thy air. 
It is for that circumltance 1 mention this delign. 
It would be endlefs to point out the beauties 
that fill this cabinet ; for not an artilt of re- 
putation but paid his court to the favorite of 
Pericles by forne fpecimen of his Ikill. I 
mult confefs, I have more pleafure in turn- 
ing over thefe unfinilhed Iketches , than in 
viewing the more labored pieces. The fire, 
that is (truck out at the firft. thought, is often 
lolt in the progrefs of the work; and the genuine 
charadler of the mafier appears in the drawing, 
which in the pi6ture mult in fome degree be 
facrificed to the tafte of the public. With 
how few touches do they give the Itrongelt 
exprellions ? And what a readinefs of con- 
ception mult have produced that freedom of 
liroke ? 

Upon 


3® Panaenus — preelium apud Marathona fadum pinxit; — 
in eo praelio lonicos duces pinxiffe traditur , Athenienfium 
Wiltiadem , &c. Barbarorum Datim , Axtai'her^xm. Pun. 
lib. xxxv. $ 34. 
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Upon the report of my having purchafed 
this cohesion , which I am fuppofed to do by 
commiffion from my brother Hippias for foine 
Ionian lords, Zeuxis 37 paid me a vifit , and 
offered me with great politenefs fome of his 
molt capital deligns. I would have made him 
a fuitable return; but he allured me, it had 
been long his practice not to accept of any. 
Socrates too, the young philofoplier , whom 
I have often mentioned in my letters to Smer- 
dis, has obliged me with the models of his 
three graces, which are among the chief or- 
naments of the Acropolis 38 . He faid at the 
fame time with a fmile, “ You fee, my friend, 
“ I began by fiudying the outlide of man.” 

When Phidias was removed from the fu- 
perintendence of the public works, feveral of 
the moll eminent matters came hither from all 
parts of Greece, in hopes of fucceeding him. 
But men’s minds were at that time fo inflamed 
jby the two parties contending for the manage- 
ment of the ftate, that what tended to the 
fplendor and ornament of it was entirely 
negletfted; and the war, which broke out foon 
after , has been carried on at fuch an expen fe, 
as to engrofs the whole revenue. The defigns 
begun in the late adminiftration are {till fuf- 
pended; and the marble imported by Pericles 
from Paros and Lelbos , lies half wrought in 
. •• / 

37 Zeuxis donare opera fua inftituit, quod ea nullo fa- 
lls digno pretio permutari poffe dicerct. Pun. lib. xxxv. § 36. 

' 38 Charites in Propylaeo Athenienlium non poftfe- 
runtur , quas Socrates fecit. Pun. lib. xxxvi. § 4- 

2 , 5 
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ihany parts of the city. One of thefe difap- 
pointed artifts , Tei.efhanes 39 of Phocis, ap- 
plied to me for a recommendation to my Ionian 
correfpondents ; and brought with him the 
model of a fiatue of the heroine Larissa, which 
he had made for the city of that name in Thef- 
faly. It pleafed ine fo much, that I engaged 
him immediately. Indeed I lhould think thy 
commiflion iinperfe6ily executed , did .1 not 
accompany the cohesion with a perfon qua- 
lified to arrange and to have the care of it. 
He has given in a defign for a repofitory,- 
which , with the little alterations to be made 
upon the fpot, may be ere<fted either in thy 
gardens at Sufa , or in the midlt of that de- 
licious grove, which makes thee fo fond of 
the fuburb of Ecbatana. As I found him ex- 
tremely mortified at the neglect fhown him 
here, I difcovered to him my real intention 
of fending him into Perfia. He received it 
with great fatisfatftion , and thanked his good 
fortune , which took him from a country , 
where the ftorms of oppofite factions fpared 
not even the genius of a Phidias , to place 
him in thofe happy climates , where thou 
prefideft, and fuffereft no cloud of envy or 


39 Mins laudibus celebrant Sc Telephanem Phoceum , 
ignotum alias, quoniain in Thefialia habitaverit, ubi la- 

tuerint opera ejus ; alioqui aequatur Polycteto , My- 

iioni , Pythagobae. Laudant ejus Lariflam. — Alii non 
bant: igtiobilitatis fuifTe caufam , fed quoniain fe reguin 
Xekxis Sc Daiui officinis dediderit, exiltimant Pun. 
Kb. xxxiv. $ io. 
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detra$ion to entervene between the cheering 
beams of royal favor , and the virtue that 
deferves them. t 

W. 


LETTER XC. 

Cleander to Hydaspes. From Athens. 

J^hilemon returned home the other even- 
ing in a very peevilh humor from fome debate 
in the aflembly, which it feeins had been car- 
ried on with a peculiar vehemence. „ “ I have 
u long thought it , faid he , a lignal inftance 
w of the decay of oratory in our public coun- 
“ cils , that fpeaking to the purpofe is laid 
4i novV-a-days entirely out of the notion of 
u eloquence. The young men , inliead of 
“ informing themfelves in the merits of the 
u queltion, are pleafed with premeditated wit- 
u ticifms, convinced by fubtle fallacies, and 
“ fuffer themfelves to be led away by the force 
“ of inve<ftives, rather than the weight of ar- 
11 gument. The old ones are foolilh enough 
u to encourage them in this fatal way of think- 
“ ing ; are artful enough to perfuade them , 
“ that they embrace patriotifm in adhering to 
41 a fadion ; are mean enough to flatter thefe 
“ boys of premature judgments and. no ex- 
u perience; and are wicked enough to fpoil the 
“ whole riling generation , for the fake of 
u thofe fordid views which intereft a part only 
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“ of the prefent. You know young Neocles, 
“ defcended lrom Themistocles , the molt 
“ celebrated admiral in Greece. He entertained 
“ ns to-day with a fpeech, compofed of what — 
wilt thou believe ine ? of a wire-drawn 
u limile. He played the image before us in a 
“ thoufand fhapes. To fay nothing of its 
u being remote from the matter in hand , it 
* ( was imagined with no delicacy, and ex- 
“ prelfed with no fpirit.” I know him well, 
anfwered I , and could name many others 
who refemble him in this idle turn, and yet 
by no means equal him in the reft of his cha- 
ra$er. The lalt time I accompanied you to 
the alfembly, the Mitylenian decree came on, 
a determination of the lalt importance to the 
commonwealth and her allies.. Do not you 
recollect, how the forward Ep^netus attempt- 
ed to anfwer the wife and elaborate oration 
of Diodotus with equal petulance and igno- 
rance; for he fpoke neither fenlibly nor gram- 
matically? The fame youth, in Pericles’s time, 
opened and revived a point of infinite per- 
plexity and obfcurity, which could never be 
decided by our molt intelligent legillators , re-? 
lating to fome privilege claimed mutually be 
the fenate and the people; and the difpute 
therefore for many years had been wifely laid 
afleep. His fpeech was filled, not with prece- 
dents furnilhed him by the Thefinothetae, but 
with perfonal reflexions dictated by Cleon ; for 
which the fame Cleon publicly commended him 
in the moltfulfome Itrain of adulation, and com- 
pared him tp the greatelt of the Athenian heroes. 
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On that occafion , I was charmed with the 
behaviour of Pericles , who , according to 
his culioin, refurning all the arguments that had 
been dropt in the debate, thought it right at 
the fame time to exprefs his contempt for thefe 
levities , and with exquifite art and decency 
began to the following efle&: “ That he could 
“ be as well pleafed as any of the citizens in 
“ Athens, that the young men fhould be re- 
“ markable for the fame fpirit of liberty, which 
“ had diliinguilhed their anceltors ; but fhould 
“ be better pleafed , if they added to it the 
11 fagacity and prudence, which might enable 
“ them to difcern the nice and intricate nature 
“ of quefiions of right between the fenate and 
u the people.” Philostratus , the nephew of 
the trierarch , your acquaintance, and Di- 
thyr ambus, the fon of the Areopagite, are in 
the fame party with thofe I have juft mention- 
ed to you, and both of them are late initiates. 
Philostratus has parts and learning; but by 
taking a wrong turn in the management of 
popular bufinefs, as yet he has never made a 
confiderable figure. He chufes the warm and 
declamatory', not the cool and rational way 
of fpeaking ; and profefles to enter into no 
fubjecft, as he exprefles it, except when he is 
raifed by it, or, as a plain man would fay, in 
a downright paflion. Dithyrambus does not 
aim at the improvements of knowledge, and 
has received from nature a {battered underltand- 
ing. In one refpetft he is more modelt than 
Philostratus , as he declares hiinfelf con- 
cerned for bis violence of temper ; and in 
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another refpe$ as unhappy, becaufe he never 
attempts to correrft it. How loft is the con- 
dition of that ftate, which is governed by the 
frivolous or the vicious , the partial or the 
mad ! “But, continued Philemon, can you 
“ wonder, that thofe, who have not paired 
“ the exercifes ol their childhood with even 
“ tolerable indultry or fuccefs, Ihould, when 
u they become a few years older, appear to no 
“ advantage in the public eye? Can you wonder, 
“ that they, who have not fo much as received 
u a fuperficial tincture of the fciences , but 
“ who have been educated either in an in-’ 
“ dolence which enervates their faculties, or 
w an activity which debafes them, Ihould turn 
u out bad counfellors and bad men? It is not 
“ to be wondered at ; it is the natural and the 
“ neceflary confequence of the vice or inat- 
u tention that has infeiited their minds early, 
“ and they have no one to upbraid for it, 
“ but themfelves and their inftru&ors. I wilh, 
“ added he , the old laws , which enjoin an 
“ accurate infpe<3ion into the lives and qua- 
u lifications of the orators , were maintained 
“ in their full force. We Ihould then be free 
u from thofe gnats and wafps of the com- 
“ munity, that exert their ftings fretfully and 
u wantonly, without contributing in any fort 
“ to the general good. ” “ After all , mter- 

pofed I , the worft of the matter is , that 
the evil fo heavily . complained of is not con- 
fined to the faction of Cleon and Tolmides; 
it extends even to our beft citizens , when the 
power is yefted in their hands. For this cunning, 
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which is generally pra&ifed by the oppofers 
of the majority and its leaders , produces the 
craft of minilierial influence and corruption. 1 ' 
“ And, ” faid an Athenian in the room with 
us , who till this moment had been iilent , 
“ in fuch cafes what is to be done? Virtue 
“ is an unequal combatant for vice. The arts 
“ of the one are flow and dilatory; thofe of 
u the other more ready and expeditious: the 
u one are not accommodated to the generality 
u of mankind; the other fall in with every 
“ complexion , and veiled in certain plaufible 
u appearances , will operate on the infirmities 
“ of the wifeft. If the men you have been. 
u blaming apply themfelves to the vanity or 
u ambition of their neighbours , wifdom will 
“ teach you , as it were in felf-defence , to lay 
“ hold of their other foibles , to feed their 
“ avarice , and gratify the imaginary wants of 
u luxury.” Farevvel then, exclaimed I, to 
“ every generous and worthy principle ! Fare- 
“ wel to every enlarged and uniform plan 
li of policy ! Indeed melancholy is the pro- 
“ fpedt , when theftrength of minifters confifts, 
u not in the fuperiority of their own fenfe, 
il but the vveaknefs of others; when the coun- 
“ tenance of public virtue fickens with the 
pale qaft of fraud and diffimulation ; when 
“ all {.he notions of integrity, fo natural to 
** the untainted hearts ol youth , are induf- 
trioufly damped by thefe veterans in political 
4i iniquity , and crulhed in the very fhell. Such 
“ being the arts of government, and fuch the 
“ dangers to which it is expofed , 1 uo 
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“ other favor of the gods , than that they would 
“ never place me on that pinnacle of greatnefs, 
“ from whence 1 may behold this fcene of 
il guilt and folly ; much lei’s where I may be 
u initrumental in the encouragement of either. ” 

C. 


LETTER XCI. 

\ 

<.Cleander to Gobryas. From Athens. 

e have been feveral reports current 
in the city concerning the fleet, which, as I 
mentioned in former letters , was fent by the 
Peloponnefian allies to the relief of Mitylene. 
It is now certain, that after having been di£- 
perfed by a Itorm near Crete, they regained 
the coalt of Peloponnefus , and were joined 
near Cyllene by fixteen gallies , under the 
command of Brasioas the Spartan , an officer 
of riling reputation. When they had received 
this reinforcement, they purfued their courfe, 
as it is fuppofed , for Corcyra , to take ad- 
vantage of the diforders which have lately 
arifeu there. The Athenians have lately re- 
ceived difpatches from their ambaffadors in that 
ifland , written during the height of the fedi- 
tion , which gave fome v account of, the rife 
and motives of it. Thou mayeft remember, 
jioble fcribe , that feveral naval battles were 
fought between that ftate and Corinth, whilft 
the quarrel lalted which preceded this war. 
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The Corinthians fent home their prifoners with- 
out ranfom; and they, as a return of gratitude, 
ufed their utmoft endeavours to prevail with 
their fellow-citizens to break the alliance with 
Athens, and to join the Peloponnefian army. 
Being ftrongly oppofed in this unjuft attempt 
by Pythias, prefident of the fenate, they ac- 
eufed him of confpiring to deliver up the town 
/ to the Athenians; but when the caufe came 
to a trial , they were unable to prove their 
charge , and condemned to pay a large fine. 
This ill fuccefs fo exafperated the accufers, that 
they raifed a tumult , and at the head of a 
fa#ion , which oppofed the Athenian intereft, 
entered the fenate by violence, and mafiacred 
above fixty fenators of that party, and Pythias 
among!! them. The feditious afterwards aO* 
fembled the people, and maintained, that what 
they had done was neceffary to preferve the 
independence and liberty of the ifland. The 
Athenians , upon the receipt of thefe difpatches, 
fent orders to Nicostratus , admiral of their 
fquadron at Naupa$us , to fail diretftly to Cor- 
cyra , and fupport the democracy. They are 
likewife preparing to equip a larger fquadron 
for the fame fervice , if the increafe of the 
tumult Ihould make it neceffary. They are 
the more concerned at this fedition r becaufe 
the naval force of Corcyra renders that ifland 
a very ufeful ally: its fleet, at the beginning 
of the war, was reckoned equal to that of 
any of the Grecian ftates, except Athens. 

I doubt not, that Cratippus has informed 
thqe of the proceedings again!! the unfortunate . 
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Platarans , fince that affair falls more naturally 
within his province than mine. 1 fhall, however, 
lay a brief narrative of it before thee. The com- 
mander of the liege, ohferving that the inhabit- 
ants of Plalaea were reduced to great extre- 
mities, fummoned them to furrender, on con- 
dition that no punilhment Ihould be infixed 
upon them , till their caufe had been tried and 
determined according to the rules of jultice, 
In purfuance of the capitulation , twenty-five 
coinmiffioners were fent from Lacedaemon, who, 
without laying any crime to the charge of the 
Plataeans, put this lingle queftion to every one 
of them , “ Have you done any fervice to our 
“ ftate during the war? ” The Plataeans, fen- 
fible of the tendency of this Grange examina- 
tion , reprefented in the mofl pathetic terms, 
the fervices which their city had done to Greece 
.in the Perfian invalion, and the honors which 
had been decreed them for their public fpirit; 
to which they added , that they had not em- 
braced the Athenian alliance, till the Lacedae- 
monians had deferted them. They accufed 
the Thebans of being the fource of their mif- 
fortunes , by attempting to furprife their city 
in the midlt of peace. The Theban ambaf- 
fadors, in an inflammatory harangue, reproached 
the Plataeans with having forfaken Thebes, their 
mother city, to fight under the banners of the 
Athenians, whom they called the tyrants of 
Greece. They faid, the merits of their an- 
celtors , inftead of being a plea in their favor, 
were an addition to their crimes, fince they 
had degenerated from their virtues. That the 
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Thebans, far from attempting to take Plataea 
in an hoftile manner, (as had been reprefented,) 
were introduced by fome of its wealthieft and 
worthielt citizens, with no other views than 
to alfift their countrymen in lhaking off an 
unnatural alliance. 

The Lacedaemonian commiffioners , who 
had private orders to facrifice Plataea to the 
refentment of the Thebans , perfifted in de- 
manding a reply to the queltion propofed; 
and as it w r as anfwered in the negative by every 
one of the captive Plataeans , they were all put 
to death without mercy , to the number of 
two hundred. When the news of this illegal 
and barbarous a& arrived here, the Athenians, 
to exprefs their juft fenfe of the fidelity and 
refolution of the Plataeans , gave the freedom 
of the city , and a privilege of being elected 
into offices, to the furvivorsand their children. 
The names of thefe new citizens were engraved 
on a column, and fet up in the citadel near 
the temple of Minerva. 

An accident lately happened to me , which 
had almolt difcovered my real bulinefs at 
Athens , and laid me at the mercy of the re- 
fentful multitude. OneCHREMEs, a merchant 
of Chios, who deals in wines, was taken up 
by order of the Prytanes, on fufpicion of ma- 
naging a correfpondence with Thebes and 
Sparta. Several papers , relating chiefly to 
the condition of the Athenian docks, arfenals, 
and navy, were found in the wine veffels and 
other places of concealment in his houfe, 
which were examined in the fenate, and a 
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report afterwards made to the people, of the 
difcovery. Among thefe papers was a letter 
from Cratippus, which Chremes had not an 
opportunity of putting into my hands before 
he was feized. A err eat clamor was raifetl irn- 
mediately over the city againlt me. The mer- 
chant was examined, but declared he had very 
little acquaintance with me , and not much 
more with Cratippus, whom he had feen at 
Jlhodes , and knew nothing of the contents of 
the letter. I was fummoned however to at- 
tend the tribunal of the Archon Polemarch, 
(who has a jurifdidtion over Itrangers,) and 
found one of the ten orators appointed by the 
liate to plead public caufes, prepared with an 
indidment againfi me , importing, that I had 
violated the laws of hofpitality, and wickedly 
made ufe of my abode at Athens to keep up 
a correfpondence prejudicial to the republic. 
When I came to make my defence, I alledged 
that there was nothing appeared from the letter, 
which could any ways render me obnoxious 
to the ftate. That, far from having corref- 
ponded with Cratippus , it appeared from 
the letter itfelf, that I had not anfwered one 
which he had written to me. That the paf- 
fage wherein he mentioned the coincidence of 
our employments , referred only to the col- 
lections of curious fiatues and pictures , which 
we both made in our travels. That the relt 
of the letter was nothing but news of an in- 
different nature , which there was no Jaw to 
prevent one friend from communicating to 
another. Several of my Athenian friends did 
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me the honor to teftify, that my behaviour, 
during above four years relidence in the city, 
had been very fair and unblamable ; and that 
neither from my acquaintance , converfation , 
or actions , I had given the leaft fufpicion of 
carrying on any practices againft the bate. By 
this means I got rid of a troublefome affair, 
which I have reafon to believe was fomented 
by Cleon , to revenge himfelf upon me for 
a fatire againft him, in which he fufpected I 
was concerned. The piece which gave him 
this fmgular offence , was compofed one night 
at Clinias’s, at a fympofium, where Aristo- 
phanes the comic poet and myfelf were prefent. 
When fupper was over , being heated w'ith 
w r ine, and enlivened by the gaiety of the con- 
verfation , we went out in a body , crowned 
with garlands, and with torches in our hands, 
and fung the farcafiical iambics under Cleon’s 
windows. But it happens always in a divided 
ftate, that w hen any perfon is oppofed by one 
fide , the party in whofe caufe he fuffers take 
him into their protection; for Cleon’s refent- 
ment againfi me excited the zeal of his enemies 
to reprefent the profecution as groundlefs and ' 
malicious. 

The feafon is very unhealthy here, for the 
great rains which fell Iaft winter , having 
(tagnated in the low and marfhy grounds about 
the city, are corrupted by the violent heats 
of the fummer , and the air is greatly infect- 
ed. Hippocrates apprehends another plague. 
Should that dreadful calamity break out again, 

I ihall beg leave (if the king has no occafion 
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for my fervice in any other part of Greece) 
to make a lhort vifit to my family at Ephefus. 

Noble fcribe, I live in daily expectation of 
thy letters , which will not be lefs acceptable 
to me, than the cheering rays of Mithras are 
to the bofom of the hard earth , which has 
felt the feverity of the winter’s frofts. Adieu. 

P. 


LETTER. XGI I. 

Orsames to Cl^ander. From Memphis. 

I have always thought, Cleander , that one 
of the principal ends of travelling was to know 
the laws and policies of other countries ; and 
that many wife and excellent things might be 
learnt from the ufages and inftitutions of fo- 
reign nations, which were wanting in our own. 
In the appointment of laws for the well-or- 
dering of mankind , a regard has been every 
where had to certain unchangeable principles 
in the nature of things , which , previous to 
any human laws, inferred an univerfal obliga- 
tion upon all rational creatures. But it was 
the depravity of mankind , that made the au- 
thority of the human law-giver necefTary, and 
caufed the fanction of civil punifhments to be 
fuperadded to the primary obligation which 
our natural fenfe of right and wrong inculcated 
upon us. And without this provifion, the ends 
of our entering into foci.ety could not be 


Digitized by Google 


LETTERS. 


79 


anfwered ; for though the tilings that are na- 
turally good or evil , feem obvious to the 
common reafon of all men, yet the bulk of 
the human race would not in all infiances be 
capable of difcerning them. And unlefs fuch 
things as are obligatory in their own nature, 
were further enjoined by human laws, many 
would be ignorant of their obligation to them ; 
and many who know what they lhould do, 
would neverthelefs , to excufe themfelves , 
pretend ignorance. For which reafon I applaud 
the wifdom of our own legiflature 40 in pu- 
nilhing ingratitude , a kind of immorality the 
mofi odious in its nature, however it happens 
to have efcaped the cenfure of the laws in other 
countries. It may indeed be faid, ingratitude 
is not of the fame nature with thofe crimes 
which do open violence to the rights of mankind, 
and tend directly to deftroy the being of fociety. 
Yet I lhall always believe , what 1 was early 
taught to maintain in the fchools of Perfia , 
that the wretch who is capable of ingratitude, 
has broke loofe from every tie that engages us 
to our friends, our parents, or our country. 

In fpeaking of the ..Egyptian laws , the con- 
fideration of which has led me to this fubjetff, 
there are two or three that I lhall firft mention, 
which are eltablilhed upon fure and unerring 
principles of reafon andjxuth ; and the fan&ion 
of which feems to be prefcribed or limited 
according to the moral differences of things. 
The firft is , “ that whoever kills another 

•*° Xenofh. Cjrropaed. 
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“ wilfully, whether the perfon he kills be a 
u bond-llave or a Iree man, fliall fuffer death 4 ‘. ” 
For the malignity of this crime confifts in the 
injuliice of the action , and the malice and 
cruelty of the perfon who commits it; and 
however the quality of the buffering parly may 
differ, the malice, cruelty, and injuftice of the 
action is ftill the fame. For the further fe- 
curity of the innocent againft the iadire# at- 
tempts and fecret villany of mifchievous and 
defigning men, it is by law appointed, “ that 
“ falfe accufers thall fuffer the fame punifliment, 
u which the falfely accufed were to have un- 
u dergone , had they been convicted of the 
“ 'offence. ” A plain principle of natural juf- 
tice , that the innocent lhould not fuffer with 
the guilty, prefcribes to them another of their 
laws, “that women with child, who have 
“ incurred the penalty of death , fliall not be 
“ executed till they are delivered;'’ a rule of 
juftice which ought certainly to be received 
in every ftate, and followed by every tribunal, 
as it has already been received in Greece, and 
particularly, as I am informed , by the folemn 
council of Areopagus. 1 more wonder, that 
this principle of natural juftice fhould ever have 
been violated in the laws of any country, than 
that it is adhered to fo firidly in this. I have 
often thought , Clean der , that cuftom in 
Perfia 41 , which for the perfidy and treafon 

of 

41 Diod. Sicul. lib. i. c. 6. 

41 Justin, lib. x. c. 2. Ammian. Marceli- lib. xxiii. 
c. 3i. Leges apud Perfas impendio formidalae , inter quas 
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of one perfon dooms his whole family, with 
all the innocent branches of it, to utter ex- 
tirpation , a molt unjuft appointment , and 
cruelty in the highelt excefs. Pardon me, my 
friend, this freedom of cenfuring the laws of 
that ftate to which I am attached by every fo- 
lfemn tie , and to whofe laws I thall always 
pay the ftricteft obedience. The wretch who 
betrays his allegiance to his prince , without 
doubt deferves tbe fevereft tortures. But why 
rauft the innocent and the guilty be involved 
in the fame punifhment ? I fear the natural 
injuftice of fuch a fentence can hardly be pal- 
liated upon the reafon commonly alledged, that 
the punifliment is enhanced to the guilty by 
being extended to all who are fo unfortunate 
as to be allied to him. I. am ftrongly fenlible 
of the horrid nature of this crime, and am 
perfuaded. men oueht to be deterred by the 
fevereft examples from attempting it. Vet I 
Cannot underhand , why thofe who are no 
lharers in the guilt, fhould fuffer more than 
they do in the punilhment of the guilty perfon, 
for that , which is of itfelf the greateft calamity 
to any family to happen in it. A whole kindred 
in this cafe is deftroyed at random ; and fome 
perhaps among them, who, if fpared, might, 
from the awe of fo near an example, as well 
as the goodnefs of their own nature, have 
diffinguilhed themfelves more fignally for their 


diritate exuperant lata contra ingratos & defertores. Abo- 
minandne alia , per quas ob noxam unius omnis propin- 
quitas perit 
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loyalty to their fovereign , than the criminal 

J erfon had done lor his perfidy and treafon. 

1' the punifhment of the criminal is thought 
likely to raife refentment from the family, and 
put them, who are left, upon meditating re- 
venge ; yet will not men naturally be more 
defperate , when, w ithout any regard had to 
their own innocence, they are deftined to fuffer 
for another’s offence ? 1 have realoned w ith 
great freedom upon the matter; but the few 
kdtances we have of this law’s being executed 
in its full rigor , fince the unhappy fate of 
Intaphernes 43 in the reign of Dari us, warrants 
me to believe , that it has appeared juli and 
equitable to the lenity of our mighty monarchs 
to mitigate the feventy ol it. Alike fevere in 
its kind is another few we have againft de- 
ferters 44 . But if the infliction of leverity is 
never the principal end of punifhments , and 
a regard ought to be had in them as well to 
the reformation, of the offender, where that 
may be , as to the putting a reftraint upon other 
men ; I fhould think the cafe of deferters better 
provided for by the laws of ./Egypt than by 
thofe of Perfia. For amongft other excellent 
rules of military difcipline , it was appointed 
By Sesostris, “That foldiers who mutinied 
u or fled from their colors, though not punilhed 
il with death , fhould be degraded from their 
“ poft , and ftigmatized in the molt public 
“ manner with all poffible marks of difgrace, 

** Hebod. lib. iii. c. 119. 

■»*' Amxiam. Mabceh. loco jam citato. 1 
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** and yet be permitted to refume again their 
4t military charatSer , if they wiped off that 
“ difgrace afterwards by fome brave and va- 
u lorous a#ion. " By this he intended , that 
difhonor and infamy Ihould be looked upon 
as the greatelt evils , and more grievous than 
death itfelf. He confidered alfo, that thofe 
who were put to death , could never be fur- 
ther ferviceable to their country; but fuch as 
were degraded only, might, for the Ihaine 
they had incurred through their paftmifconducft, 
and from a defire to recover their reputation, 
exert themfelves with redoubled vigor, and 
be the more ufeful for the time to come. Thefe 
are inltances, Cleander , of fuch laws as have 
a moral fitnefs in their own nature , and the 
form and fan<ftion of each feems to be pre- 
fcribed or limited from the nature of the thing 
itfelf. But with regard to laws in general, it 
mult be obferved , that though they are all 
founded upon one natural principle, of virtue 
being rewardable, and vice punilhable, yet 
the particular kind of fan&ion is not always 
fo clearly pointed out from the nature of the 
thing itfelf, but left to the diferetion of the 
law-giver to appoint. And therefore, though 
the offence in itfelf be naturally punilhable, 
the politive part of the law, which determines 
. the punilhment , however wifely defigned, 
may not be univerfally binding. If then the 
laws of this country in fome infiances appear 
lingular, we are to confider how well they 
anfwer the thing propofed ; they may not be 
lefs wife, becaufe, in thofe circumltances which 
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are arbitrary and pofitive, they differ from our 
own. It is the inliitution of this countiy to 
punilh perjury with death : the punifhment is 
indeed arbitrary ; but if we refle# upon the 
heinoufnefs of the crime , that it is the molt 
daring impiety againft the gods, and a violation 
of the ftrongelt bands of faith am on git men , 
we fhall have lefs reafon to think it difpro- 
portionate to the offence. 

The laws of nature feem in general to re- 
quire , that he who hath unjuflly taken away 
the life of another , fhould himfelf be put to 
death. But when this heinous crime is at- 
tended with other aggravating circurni’tances ; 
when the offender hath violated the Itri<5teft 
ties of blood , befides the common ties of na- 
ture , efpecially if he has taken away the life 
of thofe who were the authors of life to him, 
all nations are agreed to punilh fuch execrable 
impiety, not only with death, but with the 
molt lingering kinds of it , and the feverefi 
tortures they could invent. For it has always 
been efieemed the wicked eft a# that men could 
be guilty of, to take away the lives of them 
from whom they received their own. But 
when a cafe happens the reverfe of this, “ that 
u a parent lhall deftroy its offspring , ” it is 
furely an horrid and unnatural a<3, and equally 
unjult as the other. For although the parent 
be the inftrument of giving life to its child, 
yet have they no better right to take that life 
away, than the child has to take away the life 
of its parent. But it has been , thought , that 
the violating that natural awe and veneration, 
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which is due from the child to the parent, 
aggravates the heinoufnefs of the a$ in the 
former inftance, which it does not in the latter; 
and that regard fhould be had to this difference 
in determining the punilhinent. And upon 
this the ./Egyptian law feems to be founded 
relating to fuoh parents, and is indeed a re- 
markable one ; “ That parents , who killed 
“ their children , fhould not die themfelves, 
“ but be forced for three days and nights to- 
* l gether to hug them continually in their arms, 
“ and have a guard all the while over them 
“ to fee they did it. ” This was doubtlefs 
thought a punifhment, which would be attended 
with the deepeft forrow and compunction. The 
inexpreflible horror and remorfe that the wretch 
mu ft feel upon the occalion , it was thought, 
would be as effectual to deter men from the 
unnatural a# , as even death itfelf. By the 
law of this country, “ if any upon the road 
“ faw a man likely to be kilied, and did not 
" refcue him , being able , he was to die for 
“ it ; and if he were not able to defend him, 
u yet he was bound to difcover the ruffians , 
u and to profecute them in a due courfe of 
law : if he negletSed this , he was to be 
* fcourged with a certain number of firipes, 
u and to be kept without food for three days 
“ together. ” The fan$ions of this law are ar- 
bitrary and pofitive ; but the law goes upon 
a fuppofition in the firft inftance, that he, who 
being able, did not defend the aflaulted perfon 
from violence , was acceffary to the violence 
committed upon him ; and thestegled punifhable 
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in the fecond is, his not having done all he 
might, in order to difcover the ruffians, and 
bring them to juftice. Yet it mufi be owned, 
the penalties in this law are exceeding Arid; , 
and would, I fear, be in many inltances unjuft. 
‘A like pofitive fandion belongs to thefe other 
laws, “That fuch as revealed the fecrets of 
“ the army to the enemy , were to have their 
u tongues cut out. That they who coined falfe 
“ and adulterated money, or contrived falfe 
u weights or counterfeited feals , and fcriven- 
“ ers who forged deeds, or razed public re- 
“ cords , or produced any forged contrads , 
“ were to have both their hands cut off. " 
Which all go upon this notion , that every 
one ought to fuffer in the part wherewith he 
had offended, in fuch a manner as not to be 
repaired during life. And fo in the cafe of 
adultery , the woman "was to lofe her nofe, 
that the might be punilhed in that part where 
her charms chiefly lay. 

Now as there are fome things , which being 
not of abfolute and univerfal obligation , are 
neverthelefs fit and convenient in certain in- 
fiances , and fome , which , as the exigencies 
of human affairs require , are neceffary to be 
provided for only at particular times and in 
particular places; the laws relating to thefe 
things are not of a mixed nature , but merely 
pofitive both as to the matter and form. By 
a law of this fort, all the ^Egyptians are en- 
joined to give in their names in writing to the 
governors of the provinces, Ihowing how and 
by what means they got their livelihood, “ He 
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" who gave a falfe account in fuch a cafe, or 
" if it appeared he lived by robbery, or any 
“ other unjuft means, was to die. ” This cer- 
tainly w r as well calculated to promote honeft 
induftry, and prevent public mifchiefs and 
diforders in the ftate. But there is one con- 
cerning theft, of a molt extraordinary fort, 
which I will mention under this head. It may 
feem indeed to countenance iniquity, but was 
intended for the benefit and redrefs of the 
plundered, when the other laws were found 
ineffectual to put a flop abfolutely to that evil, 
which yEgypt, from the nature of the country, 
hath always been expofed to : for the flime 
and mud , which are brought by the waters 
in the annual inundation, fettling in different 
parts of the Nile , and the lakes which are 
caufed from time to time by its overflowing 
the country, make thofe little illands of rufhes, 
which have always given concealment to thefe 
hands of robbers that infeft the country. As 
it was thought impoffible therefore to put a 
flop to this evil entirely, a law appoints, “That 
u thofe who enter into thefe infamous com- 
tl panies fhall give in their names to one who 
* ( is their chief, and whatever they fteal fhall 
u engage to bring to him. They who have 
“ been robbed, are to fet down in writing 
every particular, .expreffing the day, and 
“ hour , and place , when and where they 
“ loft their goods , and apply to this receiver, 
u who , though well known , is connived at 
“ by the ftate; and after a valuation made of 
w the ftolen goods, the true owner is to pay 
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“ a fourth part of the value , and to receive 
u them again. ” . 

But for fear of being tedious , I will en- 
large no farther on this fubjedt; nor fhall I 
take upon me to defend the laft infiitution, as 
I can never think it prudent or advifable to 
give a licence to evils, in order to refirain. 
them. But the ./Egyptian laws muft be allowed 
upon the whole to be wife and equitable, and 
worthy of commendation. And that thefe laws 
may upon no occafion be evaded by the col- 
luhon of the parties charged with the execu- * 
tion of them 4 % extraordinary care is taken 
to fill the courts of juftice with perfons of the 
moli approved integrity and unblemifhed cha- 
ra$er. The prophet, or high prieft of ./Egypt, 
is always prelident in the tribunal of jutiice , 
or over the thirty who are appointed for the 
hearing of all caufes. In judiciary proceedings, 
the plaintiff exhibits his complaint in writing , 
diftintSly and particularly fetting forth wherein 
he was injured , and after what manner , and 
the value of the damage fuftained. The de- 
fendant on the other fide , having had a copy 
of his adverfary’s libel, anfwers m writing to 
every particular , either by denying, orjufiify- 
ing, or pleading fomething in mitigation of 
damages. The plaintiff replies in writing, and 
the defendant rejoins. After the litigants have 
thus exhibited their libels twice, it belongs to 
the thirty judges to confider among themfelves 
what fentence they fhall pronounce. Then 

Diod. lib. i c. 6. < 
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tlie prophet turns the effigies of truth towards 
the party who carries his caufe. The judges 
ufed to receive a certain falary from the king, 
which is ftill continued to them by the favor 
of our mighty monarch , out of the revenues 
of ./Egypt: and he may juftly be regarded as 
the guardian of their laws, who fuffers them 
to enjoy their own judicatures in all caufes, 
except where the rights of his natural fubje<fts 
are concerned. The priefts fay 46 , that their 
ancient Mnevis or Menes was the firft who 
infiituted written laws; and that his law's are 
preferved among the other facred treafures of 
wifdom that have been delivered down to them 
from the great Mercury , his afi’ociate and 
counfellor. The reft have at different times 
been received into the Hermaic books , and 
the higheft honor thereby paid to the authors 
of them. Sesostris is generally reputed the 
founder of all tliofe that relate to military dis- 
cipline- The Theban Bocchoris is juftly famed 
for his wife and excellent laws concerning 
contra&s and debts , and for the preventing 
of exceffive ufury. He forbids imprifonment 
for debt , judging it unreafonable that the, 
perfons of men fhould lie at the mercy of 
inexorable creditors, or be confined to gratify, 
the covetoufnefs or refentment of private people, 
when they might be of ufe to the public fer- 
vice. Many of the ^Egyptian laws have been 
copied by the fages of Greece , who all reforted 
hither as to the fountain-head of knowledge 

Diob. lib. i. c. 7. 
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and wifdom; and this rule in particular, I am 
informed, 'is followed in the Athenian laws 
of Solon. The kings of ./Egypt from the times 
of Sesostris , after the prodigious increafe of 
their power and greatnefs, became impatient 
of control; and the ltriA laws, which the 
wife founders of the /Egyptian polity 47 had 
appointed for the regulation of their conduct 
in every inftance both of public and private 
life, were now grown obfolete and forgotten, 
till Bocchoris 48 endeavoured to revive the 
ancient difcipline, and enforce, by his own 
example , thofe excellent rules which were 
calculated for the mutual happinefs both of 
the prince and people. But the invafion that 
happened in his reign , too foon overturned 
his laudable defigns. The law which enjoins, 
that the ./Egyptians fhali give in their names 
to the governors of the provinces , thowing 
hy what means they got their livelihood, and 
that yearly , was enacted by Amasis 49 . Da- 
rius , the father of Xerxes , is held in much 
veneration here , and his name is enrolled 
among thofe of their belt princes and greateft 
benefactors. He confirmed the body of their 
old laws , and. added new ones to it; He 
fho wed great indulgence to the /Egyptian priefts, 
to make them amends for the impiety of his 
predeceffor Cambyses , in the profanation of 


4' Diod. fib. L e. 6. initio. 

1 48 — Tci 7rifi r£f ‘fidtriAus vrctnct* 

i%ctJtpi£a)<reu. Ibid. 

* 9 Heiod. lih. ii. 177* 
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their religious rites. He was initiated into 
their myderies , and refided for fome time in 
the colleges of. Heliopolis and Memphis. Whilft 
living, they edeemed him as a god; and when 
dead , the people allowed him all thofe ancient 
honors, which were cuftomary to be performed 
to the former kings of ./Egypt after their deaths. 

1 have refided in this country much longer 
than I intended at my firft fetting out from 
Perfia ; hut after I had taken fome pains to 
furvey the famous monuments of the Upper 
./Egypt, and the lading remains of thefe once 
powerful kingdoms , I was willing to make 
fome inquiry into their hidory , their laws , 
and their ancient learning. And when f found 
my curiofity would detain me in thefe. parts , 
J took the opportunity of being indructed in 
thofe liberal fciences, which are the boafied in- 
ventions of ./Egypt , and are no where taught 
to greater advantage. But now having thrice 
feen the inundation of the Nile , I begin to 
think, though with reluctance, of leaving the 
country. But before I fet forward for Pe- 
lufium, I intend a lhort excurfion to the Py- 
ramids , with the famous Herodotus , and 
fome other Grecian firangers , who are lately 
arrived at Memphis. Adieu. 


( 
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LETTER XCIII. 

Hikpias to Cleander. 

V 

I find myfelf in fuch a debating humor, that 
you muft indulge me, brother, in arguing upon 
iome other particulars of your converfation with 
the Athenian , than thofe to which 1 have 
already fpoken. The two advantages of mo- 
narchy , which you mentioned , deferve to be 
infifted on more copiouily , viz. The oppor- 
tunities of munificence, which are lodged in 
the hands of a great king , and the awe of his 
abfolute power. Nor had your friend fo much 
caufe to triumph in the force and clearnefs of 
his reafoning. 

The vvifelt legillators in all republics have 
eltablifhed their laws by the fanClion of rewards 
and punifhments ; becaufe the expectation of 
the one, or apprehenlion of the other, is apt 
to operate molt ftrongly on the human mind. 
But it often happens in governments of the 
popular form , that thefe fanCtions are weaken- 
ed. Envy occafions a negleCf of merit , and 
defeats it of thofe honors to which it has an 
equitable claim , while many reftraints on the 
iniquity of the powerful are taken off by their 
influence on the body of the people. And thus 
the intention of the legiflator, who firfi formed 
the commonwealth , is gradually forgot after 
his death, or openly perverted by his fuc- 
ceflbrs. On the contrary , in monarchical ftates 
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there, is the fame perpetual legiflator, becaufe 
a king ( unlike the temporary legiflators who 
prefide in democracies , whofe interelts mult 
vary according to the different circuinltances 
of the times) will always find himfelf in the 
fame fituation and interelts with thofe who 
have gone before him. He may be a faithful 
guardian of the laws and thefe fan<3ions; and 
a prudent prince will maintain them in their 
full vigor; he will not fuffer them to be wrelied 
to the low purpofes of jealoufy and malice, or 
to lirengthen the hands of a fatftion. Difdain- 
ing to aci like the inconliftent multitude in the 
democracy of Athens , he will countenance the 
deferving with his power , and encourage them 
by his bounty, while the deligning are unable 
to evade his penetration , or fly from the rigor 
of his juftice. In commonwealths the recom- 
pence at any time bellowed on the good ci- 
tizen is mean and inconliderable', and rather 
gratifies the vanity , than advances the interelt 
of the man. But in monarchies the rewards 
given to a faithful fubjed are fuch , as call for 
his attention and regard. The- profpe# of them 
will incite him to endure toil, and the pof- 
feflion of them will animate him to face danger 
and death in the fervioe of his country. Is a 
crown of fading oak-leaves to be compared 
with the gift of an extended domain ? Is the 1 
molt elegant collation which the Prytaneum 
of Athens can afford , equal in value to the 
wealth , dignity, and titles, which the fovereign 
of Alia may heap on thofe whom he vouchfal es 
to favor? Thefe rewards he may not only 
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impart to the man whofe merit more imme- 
diately demanded them, but even fuffer them 
to continue in his family, and be tranfrnitted to 
his remote!! pofterity. ’ This fpirit of liberality 
hath prevailed very eminently in the kings of 
Perlia. Cyrus , when he had fubdued the 
world, and fettled his empire in fecurity, 
enriched and aggrandized the attendants on - 
his fortune beyond, their molt fanguine ex- 
pe<Sations ; and no one ever exceeded Xerxes 
in the princely generolity of his temper. Do 
you think, when he feated himfelf on the top 
of the mountain ^Bgaleos, that he might furvey 
the battle of Salamis ? Do you think, I fay, 
when he wrote down the name and country 
of every man who behaved well in the fleet, 
that he had not an intention to dilbnguilh the 
valor of his officers , and the dexterity of his 
failors, with fome tokens of the royal elteem? 
He fteadily prelerved his intention. He re- 
compenfed the lincere, though unfuccefsful 
endeavours of his fervants; and many in Perlia 
at this day enjoy the effetfts of his munificence. 

But you will fay, that I have hitherto, in 
the tenor of my argument , fuppofed a king 
perfe# in the arts of policy > and in all the 
regal qualifications. Methinks 1 hear you telling 
me , that I have taken it for granted. , that 
every prince is a philofopher ; whereas no- 
thing is more true than the reverfe of it, be- 
caufe Providence has not made them fuperior 
to others in their natural endowments, and 
their acquired ones are feldom fo good. Permit 
me, brother, to aciwer, that I mean chiefly 
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to confine my observations to Perfia ; and how- 
ever this remark may be verified in many coun- 
tries , 1 ain free from all apprehenlions , left 
the throne of Cyrus fhould be filled with a 
Cam byses for the future , the wildeft and mod 
uncultivated mortal , who hath dared in any 
period of time to be ambitious. Thou knowelt, 
that the excellent Artaxerxes has eltablifhed 
a noble method of education for thofe who 
are to Succeed to the empire. The young heir 
is committed to the management of four per- 
fons , who are very remarkable in the kingdom 
on account of their w'ifdom and their virtue. 
The firft is ordered to inftnnit him in the prin- 
ciples of Magianifm and the Perfian govern- 
ment : the Second mult inure him to a love 
ofjuflice and truth; the third is to teach him 
the maliery over himfelf and his paffions; and 
the la.it endeavours to fortify his brealt with 
courage and refolution. Under an abfolute 
prince thus inltituted , what lignifies the power 
of doing harm , when the will lhail be wanting? 
What happinefs may we not reafonably hope 
for and promife to ourfelves , under a long 
race of w'ife and equitable kings ? Such will 
be indeed the living images of the Deity, the 
faithful difpenfers of his bounty. Refleift only, 
how much more confiftent it is with the general 
welfare of Society, that a prudent man ihould 
be placed at the head of it, than that a lawlefs 
and giddy multitude Ihould be intruded with 
the government. Is it not better they fhould 
enjoy freedom and fecurity through the means 
of fuch monarchs , than that the reins of power 
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ihould be held by themfelves , which Vi’ill now 
be unfeafonably firaitened, and now wantonly 
relaxed in their hands? Do you not find this 
peculiarly the cafe in Athens? Is not their 
punilhment of the belt in the city, on obferving 
the leaf! error in a courfe of the wifeft con- 
duct, a flagrant infiance of the one; and is 
not their giving into the foolilh politics and 
abfurd propofitions of the worft, a ridiculous 
inftance of the other? 

Let us, I befeech you, bring the com- 
parifon between monarchies and democracies 
flill nearer. The former is allowed on all hands 
to poflefs the greateft advantages , when it is 
neceffary to make a vigorous and fudden effort 
of power. A monarch may conceal the fecret 
of his defigns from the knowledge of his ene- 
mies ; he may deliberate with coolnefs, and 
a# with fpirit ; he may attend folely to the 
reafon and policy of his meafures , without 
being milled by the falfe glofles of his coun- 
fellors, without being heated by an orator’s 
addrefs to his paffions. In republics the cafe 
is far different ; they are flow in refolving , 
much flower in performing ; the fame fecrecy 
cannot be preferved , nor the fame uniform 
meafures purfued ; the voice of reafon is loft 
in the noife of eloquence , and reality is bafely 
difguifed by plaufibility. A good monarch is 
fenfible , that his own welfare is united with 
the welfare of his people ; he knows , the fe- 
curity of his crown depends on their affection; 
he will not therefore indulge his minifters in 
any felfilh views and inclinations , which may 

injure 
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injure the profperity of himfelf and his kingdom. 
In popular ftates , little interefts and private 
competitions too frequently enter into the public 
councils : each man aims at power , riches , 
and the ruin of his enemies , under the maik 
of zeal for his country ; and the true intereft 
of the many is facrificed through their own 
blindnefs to that of the few. What various 
opportunities of encouraging the liberal arts, 
of improving the finances , and of extending 
the commerce of his empire, are in the dif- 
pofal of a monarch ? But the minifters who 
prelide in democracies, have no leifure to re- 
gard thefe important particulars; they are ob- 
liged to negleo.no expedient, however wretched 
or deteltable, in order to maintain themfelves 
in authority. This is their chief bufinefs, and 
the worthy employment of their adminiltra- 
tion. How little then ought we to admire 
thofe governments, where the fpirit of J, action 
is miliaken for the fpirit freedom; and that 
which conltitutes the real happinefs and gran- 
deur of a nation , is furrendered , not for the 
fake of liberty, but licentioufnefs, which is 
always accompanied with fedition , and mult, 
naturally end in deftru&ion ? A wife king will 
refpetft the advice of a wife council ; at the 
fame time he will be a check over their condu$, 
and prevent .them from caballing together to 
the opprefiion of their inferiors, or quarrelling 
with one another to the diforder and con- 
fulion of the Hate. To fpeak plainly , he will 
convey to his people the advantages of 
a. 7 
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ariltocracy, without the ixiconveniencies which 
may fometimes attend it. 

Let it be granted there is one dangerous 
circumfiance in monarchy, I mean, that its 
corruption is tyranny ; but let it be remem- 
bered, there is one much more dangerous in 
a republic , I mean , that not only its corrup- 
tion is anarchy , (which eveiy one muft allow,) 
but that it is equally expofed to tyranny. For 
if tyranny conlifis in the power and the will 
to inflicSl Itripes , and ilavery is the neceflity 
to receive them w hen inflicSed ; then the many 
may tyrannize over the few, the fironger may 
crufli the weaker, in democracies. In this 
laft cafe the tyranny will be much more open 
and efFe6iual than in the firlt, becaufe a lingle 
tyrant will be afraid left he lhould inflame the 
refentrfient of -his people , but a majority of 
tyrants will be retrained by no fuch prudential 
confideration. Under monarchical govern- 
ments, il" the fubjecfts find themfelves opprefl’ed 
by their king, defpair will furnifh them wuth 
arms; they will join in the common caufe, 
and dethrone him, who has profiituted the 
dignity of his office, and forfeited the allegiance 
of his people. They will then place a worthier 
in his Head ; nor need they in the mean time 
be afraid of invalions from without^ lince no 
one would dare to attack a nation united within. 
But in popular ltates the few’, and confequently 
the weaker, after feveral unfticcefsful ftruggles, 
will perceive they are unable to redrefs their 
grievances: they will therefore alk the affiftance 
of foreigners ; fooner than be in bondage to 
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their fellow-citizens, they will court the yoke 
of a ftranger, and fubmit their country and 
themfelves to the mercy of a conqueror. 

in an evening conference at Olympia on. 
this fubjed you declared, 44 no fimple form of 
44 government could be free from inconvenien- 
44 cies: that one mixed out of the three fpecies 
44 would fecure to mankind the benefits , and 
44 corred the difadvantages arifing from each 
44 of them. ” And you told me , 44 that you 
44 had once intimated thefe fentiments in a 
44 letter to Gobryas. ” What that great ftatef- 
man might think upon the fcheme , you 
could not inform me ; for he wifely and like 
a ftatefman concealed it. But art thou not of 
opinion, my Cleander, that a frame of go- 
vernment fo excellently contrived is rather to 
be commended in theory, than eftablithed in 
pradice, and may take place in the heads of 
philofophers , but not in focieties of men: It 
would be as difficult to fettle the nice boun- 
daries between liberty and prerogative, as to 
adjuft the exad limits between vice and virtue. 
The prefervation of fuch a tender and delicate 
conftitution mult depend on that, which would 
at certain times be unfteady and unequal ; 
namely , the wifdorn of the governors in not 
extending the powers of either too far. The 
fituation of thefe with refped 'to each other, 
would refemble that of two princes whofe ter- 
ritories are contiguous. If the one advances 
his forces to the frontiers of the other, he' 
gives a juft and well-grounded alarm to his 
neighbour. In lhort, to fuppofe fuch a mixture 
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either probable or poflible, and that it will 
ever be admitted and maintained in a nation, 
is to fuppofe mankind a different order of 
beings from what they are ; or that the gracious 
Oromasdes will one day or other throw a much 
larger lhare of reafon into the fcale of human 
nature, than is now laid in the balance, and 
fuffer it to weigh down the paliions. 

C. 


LETTER XCIV. 

Oleander to Hydaspes. * 

.^^eschylus (of whom I fpoke fo much to 
thee in my laft 50 ) isfaid to have diltinguilhed 
himfelf in the three battles of Marathon , Sa- 
lamis , and Plataea. In the fecond of thefe 
engagements his younger brother Amynias 
commanded a fquadron of Chips, and had the 
firft prize decreed him after the vi$ory. It 
was to the reputation of this man thatyEscHYi.us 
owed his life. Having been accufed for fome 
bold ftrokes of impiety in one of his tragedies, 
the Areopagites were juft ready to pronounce 
fentence. Amynias (tepped up to the judges 
in that infiant , pulled his arm from under his 
garment , and Ihowed it in the face of the 
court without a hand ; that having been lolt, 
as he declared , in the fervice of his country. 

Letter Ixxxvii. . 
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The merit of the foldier gained the immediate 
acquittal of the poet ; and jEschylus was 
alhamed of being pardoned , not for his own 
virtue , but the valor of his brother. A few 
years after he refented highly the affront which 
had been put on him by the judges of the 
theatre, in permitting Sophocles, who had 
been formerly his fcholar, to carry away the 
palm in tragedy at the feltival which celebrated 
the recovery of Theseus's bones. Cimon gave his 
fanClion to this determination; and .Eschylus 
retired from Athens, after his defeat, to Gela 
in Sicily ; where he arrived while king Hiero 
was building the city Etna. He addreffed 
himfelf to his new patrons in a play, which 
bore the name of that town , and was em- 
ployed in prophetically defcribing the future 
commerce, wealth , and grandeur of the place. 
As he was walking one day in the fields to 
refrefh himfelf in the air after the fatigue of 
a rehearfal, an eagle with a tortoife in its claws 
accidentally flew over his head, and (as the 
Sicilians relate it) foaring high with her prey, 
and vvanting 1’ome (tone whereon to break it, 
miftook Eschvlus’s bald crown for a flint, 
and threw it down upon him in fuch a manner 
as dallied out his brains. Themistocles had 
fuch a regard to his performances , that after 
the death of Eschylus , he contracted with 

i 'HRYNicHUs for the reprefentation of feveral 
f them. 

In the mean time Sophocles improved his 
redit over all Greece. He was held in efteem, 
lot only as a tragic writer, but as a counfellor; 
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and the higheft offices in the ftate were 
fometimes conferred upon him. I have heard 
him fpeak of his expedition to Samos in joint 
connniHion with Pericles; but that great ge- 
neral laid of him, that in his military capacity 
(whatever he might be in his poetical) he had 
more perfonal bravery than conduct. Philemon 
has a good ftory of his being one day in com- 
pany w ith them in the forum , while they 
coniinued together in office, and were, talking 
carelefsly on matters of indifference, an hand- 
fonie virgin pafled by them in the middle of the 
conference. Sophocles took notice of her 
beauty, and Pericles reproved him, faying, 
a magifirate fhould obferve continence with 
u his eyes as well as his hands.” Though he is 
far advanced in years, he continues to apply 
himfelf to his profeffion with an unwearied 
application. I was myfelf prefent at a very 
extraordinary trial, not many months ago, in 
which he was conoerned, before the court of 
Areopagus. The fons of Sophocles defired 
the guardianfhip of their father’s eftate , as of 
one who was grown delirious, and confequently 
no longer able to manage his affairs. The old 
gentleman fpoke in his own defence with a 
peculiar vivacity and ftrength of underftanding. 
As foon as he had clofed his oration , which 
fell from him with an uncommon flow of na- 
tural eloquence, and grace of pronunciation, 
he begged leave to read a tragedy which he 
had juft finifhcd , and would fpeedily offer to 
the public. It w'as entitled Oedipus at Colonos, 
and was deligned to do honor to his native 
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town. ^ He recited it, and then defired to 
.know , with fome warmth of temper and 
quieknefs of expreffion, whether that piece was 
the work of a madman of a fool. The judges 
applauded his wit , difmilTed him with the 
higheli marks of honor, and actually declared 
his Cons madmen for acculing him. 

Euripides , another great malter in the 
dramatic art , and the rival of ^Eschylus and 
Sophoci.es , was brought up by his father to 
exercifes of ftrength and activity , and deligned 
for nothing more than a wrefller in the Olym- 
pic games. His inclinations lay another way, 
and he proved a conftant difciple of Anaxa- 
goras in philofophy , and of Prodicus in 
rhetoric. Since that he has turned his thoughts 
to the w r riting of tragedies, and has one hap- 
pinefs , to which men of parts are generally 
itrangers, that of being as remarkable for his 
induliry as his genius. During the lalt Athenasa 
I w 7 as prefent at his Bellerophon, wherein he 
hath introduced a wicked man ferioufly pre- 
ferring lucre to honefty, in a train of ftudied 
arguments. Though , lor my own part , I 
was iiruck wdth an averlion to the character 
and the fentiments, yet I could not think -it 
right to pafs fentence on the poet , till the 
cataltrophe of the piece. The impatient au- 
dience, however, were riling up with a kind 
of Bacchanalian fury, to demolilh both the play 
and the atftor. Euripides came on, and bow- 
ed , as if delirous to fpeak. His requeft was 
granted, and he told us , “ he could not help 
obferving, with a fecret tranfport, the virtue 
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“ and integrity of that great aflembly; and 
u fhould always endeavour to follow, in his 
“ particular capacity , the national example. ” 
He added, “that it they would wait quietly 
“ to the end of the tragedy, they would find 
“ he had not failed in expreffing his abhor- 
“ rence for iniquity , Cnee the patron of co- 
“ vetoufnefs would there meet with the pu- 
“ niflunent he deferved. ” Socrates frequents 
no plays but thofe of Euripides. I faw him 
in a corner of the theatre on this occalion; 
and while the foliloquy was reciting , his face 
feemed compofed into a fettled deteftation of 
the odious panegyric ; but his features af- 
terwards lighted up again, and he was greatly 
fatisfied with the fpirit and behaviour of his 
friend Euripides. Archeeaus, king of Ma- 
cedon, had heard fo much of this great poet, 
that he fent him an invitation to his kingdom. 
In converfation he told Euripides, “ he fliould 
“ be very proud if he would compofe a tra- 
“ gedy in honor of his character. ” To which 
the other replied with great politenefs, “Pray 
“ Heaven , your majelty may never be the 
“ fubjeift of a tragedy!” A courtier laughed 
at him one day for the ftinking of his breath ; 
“ If my breath fiinks, (replied he,) it is be- 
“ caufe fo many honeft fecrets have rotted 
“ within me. ” 

The general opinion of the Athenians, on 
the excellencies of thefe three competitors, 
feems founded in an exad; and impartial review 
of them. ALschylus is thought to want neither 
fpirit nor fublimity , but is cenfured as bombali 


Digitized by Google 


LETTERS. io5 

and inflated. Sophocles has united the per- 
fections of art to the graces of nature , and has 
a julter degree of elevation than his mailer, 
with more delicacy and fvveetnefs. Euripides 
is rather fond of elegance and tendernefs, than 
firength and grandeur; and has a fine way of 
interlperling the reflexions of morality, with- 
out flattening the dialogue , or relaxing the 
attention of his audience from the main aXion. 

Comedy had the fame rife with tragedy; 
and though Susarion and Epicharmus are laid 
to have been the firlt inventors of it, yet Eu- 
polis and Cratinus pretend to a fliare in- the 
merit. The former w r as feventeen years of age 
when lie entered on the theatre , and railed 
his credit by abufmgboth Cimon and Pericles ; 
but the latter honored Cimon , who was at 
that time the head of the nobility. The liber- 
tinifin of comedy is very freely indulged by 
the impudent poet Aristophanes; and 1 dare 
fay his fcandalous licentioufnels will at lalt con- 
vince the Athenians of the neceflity of fome 
law to reltrain it. It may be laid , however, 
in favor of tragedy and comedy, that each of 
thefe. writings have their refpeXive ufe. The 
fate of tyranny and anarchy are laid open in 
the one, and the abfurdities and lollies of pri- 
vate life are ridiculed in the other. 

1 find it a queftion, Hydaspes, difputed 
among the critics of Greece , in which of thefe 
it is hardeft to excel ; at the fame time it is 
univerfally acknowledged , that the tragic and 
comic excellencies are fo different, that no 
man can ever be fuperior in both. Wilt thou 
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indulge me , while I give thee a reafon or two 
on the lide of comedy ? The firfi and moft na- 
mural which occurs is , that it is ealier to raife 
our attention by good fenfe, than to excite 
our laughter by wit. The plot of tragedy is 
already wrought to our hands by the hiftorian ; 
the plot of comedy is derived from the fancy 
of the poet. The former is converfant in the 
grave paflions of public life , fuch as avarice, 
ambition , and fometiines an heroic love. 
Thefe are eafily painted, becaufe great cha- 
racters are expofed to the obfervation of all 
men. The latter chiefly interferes with the 
workings of the mind in private life , and the 
little family-intrigues and inconfiftencies which 
occupy fo conliderable a fhare of mankind. 
Thefe are painted with difficulty, becaufe to 
gain a thorough knowledge of them requires 
a very intimate and extenlive acquaintance with 
the world. Our behaviour in public muff: 
depend on fome virtues and vices, which, 
though differently blended in different conftitu- 
tions, are always the fame, and have deter- 
mined ideas annexed to them. Our behaviour 
in private will depend on the ficklenefs of our 
temper, our levities and humors, which can 
never be defined , and are not only various 
in various perfons , but are hourly jarring and 
unfettled in the fame perfon. Thefe levities 
are the chief ingredients in the compolition 
of comedy , as well as they are in that of 
mankind ; and fo flutter between vice and 
virtue, that they are hard to be caught and 
defcribed. Tragedy is now carried to a degree 
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of perfection which leaves me no expectation 
from pofterity: but comedy, as by far the moft 
difficult, will admit of much alteration and 
improvement. In Ihort then , to hit off the 
puflGons of comedy with nature and propriety, 
to bring them home to every man’s own bu- 
finefs and bofom , is a talk referved for fome 
genius in a future age; fince, I allure thee, no 
one of the prefent is equal to it. 

From Athens. C. 


LETTER XCV. 

Gorryas to Oleander. From Ecbatana. 

1 ' h e account which thy lafl letters brought 

of the furrender of Mitvlene, and the punifh- 
ment inflicted on its inhabitants , afforded us 
a ftrong picture of the temper and politics of 
the Athenians. And by enlivening thy nar- 
rative of fads with reflections on the motives 
of their conduCt, and intermixing particulars 
of their debates and forms of proceeding, thou 
continue!! to recommend thy diligence and 
addrefs to the fupreme council. 1 believe I 
have already informed thee, that thy difpatches 
are conflantly regiftered in the archives of the 
empire; and if they are preferved with that 
care , of which the regular feries of our re- 
cords from the reign of Cyrus is a proof, they 
will tranfmit to lateft ages the memory of a very 
able and faithful minifter, The king, during 
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the courfe of his glorious reign , has fhown his 
grateful ferife of his fervants merits, by re- 
warding them with thofe treafures, which under 
former ones have been lavilhed away on the 
flattering, the fervile, and the corrupted de- 
pendants on courts; and thy next remittances 
from Teribazus will ftiow thee, that thy al- 
lowance is conliderably augmented. The 
courier whom Nicander fent to Sparta for 
further inftru&ions , is at laft returned; the 
anfvver he has brought to our propofals, is 
drawn up with the true Laconic ftatelinefs 
and brevity. 


The King , Senate , and Ephori of Sparta to 
Artaxrrxes, King of Perlia, health. 

e feek thy alliance not unwillingly; but 
can do nothing to obtain it, which will difho- 
nor our country in the eyes of Greece. 
Farewel. 

I treated the agent Nicander with great 
referve on this occalion, and only exprefled 
my furprife , that his republic could think 
it equitable, that the whole hazard and expenfe 
of ailifting them fhould lie on our fide, vvhilft 
they were tied down to no particular ftipula- 
tions in favor of Perlia. In the courfe of the 
conference 1 found he endeavoured to difcover, 
if we were inclined to aflilt his ftate with a 
fum of money, on condition it fhould be re- 
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upon our negociation as entirely at an end ; 
and that it was indifferent to the ting, whether 
he continued here or departed. J have not 
feen Nicander fince this converfation , but I 
do not hear he defigns yet to leave us. I agree 
entirely , Ceeander , w ith thy opinion , that 
it is ill fuceefs alone which mult lengthen 
the monofyllables of Lacedaemon. From the 
intelligence which thou fentelt me concerning 
Python , I took hold of‘ an opportunity he 

S ave me of entering into foine difcourfe with 
im. He made an application to me in behalf 
of a correfpondent of lus, an Athenian merchant 
redding at Sidon, who had been imprifoned 
by the governor, for refufing to fubmit to an 
extraordinary tax , which had been laid on 
all foreign commodities. I allured him, it had 
been levied without the leali authority from 
hence; and that the king would difclaim the 
proceeding of his governor, by fending him 
immediate orders , not only to releafe the 
merchant , and repair the damages he had 
fultained , but to repeal the irnpolition. I 
hinted, however, to Python, that it was in- 
convenient lor the Athenians not to have an 
ambalTador here to complain of fuch violences, 
whenever they happened, and to take care of 
the interelts of the republic at this critical 
juncture, when they could not be ignorant, 
that the Lacedaemonians Ihowed a difpofition to 
cultivate an alliance with us to their prejudice. 
Python appeared very attentive to my difcourfe, 
and told me , that he would not fail to inform 
his correfpondent of the relief he had obtained 
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from Ihe king’s jufiice ; and that he did not 
doubt it would give great fatisfadion at Athens. 

When thy lafi letters were read before the 
council of Seven , they renewed a divifion , 
which has for fome time prevailed among!! 
them, and fpread generally through the empire, 
viz. whether Perlia fhould immediately take 
part in the Peloponnefian war. Some are 
eager to revenge on one part of the Greeks 
that difgrace which they fufTered from the 
whole body of them at Salamis and Plataea. 
Others think the empire not fufficiently re- 
covered from thofe deep wounds , and are 
willing to take time for confidering which part 
of the Greeks it will be our intereft to fupport. 
The younger counfellors and the military men 
declare for the lirft opinion; and as they have 
formed an high idea of the Spartan bravery, 
incline to their intereft. The wifeft and molt 
experienced fatraps, and even thofe among our 
officers who have grown old in the fervice, 
advife us to p/urfue the latter fcheme. The 
worft is, that he, whom both his abilities and 
integrity render the fitteft to dired our councils, 
I mean Megabyzus, declines more and more 
in his health; the confumptive ftate of body, 
under which he has labored for two years, 
grows daily upon him. No air fuits him but 
that of the i'oreft of Nifa; and I believe he will 
be unable to attend the court in their removal 
to Sufa. 

I know not if thou haft yet been acquainted 
with the remarkable events which have fallen 
out within the coinpafs of a few months in the 
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northern provinces. Several complaints having 
been fent up againli Ariazus, the governor of 
Sogdiana, he was ordered to repair to court 
forthwith to jultify his conduct, lnlicad of 
complying, he pretended atfirlt, that ficknefs 
prevented his taking folong a journey; but that 
he hoped the reply he made in writing to the 
accufations of his enemies, would be a fulficient 
apology r for his behaviour. His defence was 
found to be fo evalive and trifling, that a fe- 
cond order was fent him by an Altanda , to let 
out within a day after the receipt of it, if he 
would not he reckoned a criminal ; and at the 
fame time Ochus’s lieutenant in Ba&ria, Spi- 
tamenes, was commanded to draw together a 
body of troops towards the frontiers of Sogdiana, 
Ariazus foon difeovered his criminal inten- 
tions; he imprifoned the Altanda , feized the 
revenues of the province, entered into a cor- 
refpondence with Oxyatiires, who had taken 
refuge at the Scythian court, and broke out 
into an open revolt.. By the perfualions of the 
latter, Taxi i.as, the Scythian king, was pre- 
vailed upon to fend to the affiliance of Ariazus 
a -body of thirty thoufand men, who crolfed 
the Tanais, and joined him at Gaza. The laws 
of nations were violated y and our ambaflador 
Arsanes put under arrelt, for remonltrating 
ftrongly again!! this open infra&ion of treaties. 
Spitamenes , without flaying for the reinforce- 
ments, which the governors of Parthia and 
Hyrcania were preparing to fend him, ventured, 
a battle near Cyropolis. He put himfelf at the 
head of his troops , and pulhed the van of the 
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rebels very vigoroufly ; but receiving a mortal 
wound from a Scythian bow in the beginning 
of the engagement, his troops were defeated, 
and obliged to repafs the Oxus. Affairs on 
tli is fide put on for fome time a bad afped; 
hut the over-ruling Oromasdes would not 
fuffer the reign of our Great Monarch to he 
long fullied with the profperity of a rebel. For 
the Scythian king being killed by a fall from 
his horfe, as he was hunting, his fon Ci.eophas, 
who fucceeded him, not only releafed our am- 
hail’ador, and recalled his forces, but allured 
us , in the ftrongeft terms , of his refolution 
to adhere ftri<5tly to his alliances with Perfia , 
and that in purluance of them he had ordered 
Oxyathres to depart his country. To deal 
freely with thee , this fudden turn proceeds 
not fo much from the natural difpolition of 
the young prince, as the influence of his fa-, 
vorile Ac aspes , who has felt the effed of our: 
mailer’s liberality. Ariaz.us’s, army, difeouraged 
by the retreat of the Scythian forces, mutinied 
again!! him ; and Bess us , one of his officers, 
had the boldnefs to aflafiinate him , as he was 
fleeping in his tent, and fent up his head to 
court. ..... < 

1 have now performed the duty of a minifter,, 
in laying before thee the prefent ftate of our 
affairs ; but I fhUuld ill difeharge the offices 
of a friend , if I did not affure thee of the 
continuance of my regard for thee by a fmall 
prefent of oriental curiofities , which tire next 
fhip will bring thee from Ephefus. 

Thou 
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'J’hou mayft like wife be fatisfied , that 
whenever thou ait tired of thy hazardous em- 
ployment , I will exert my utinolt endeavours 
to procure thee a fecu re and honorable eltablilh- 
ment in Periia. Adieu. 

P. 


LETTER XCVI. 

Cleander to Orsames. From Athens. 

How agreeably do your letters , molt noble 
Orsames , lead my imagination through all the 
mazes of ^Egyptian learning ! How is the form 
of fcience , concealed beneath the veil of fa- 
cred rites ! But how rational is the delight 
fhe gives us, when divelted of her hieroglyphic 
drefs, and liripped of that difguife which gains 
her the veneration of the ignorant and admir- 
ing multitude ! Upon this principle, the Eleu- 
linian mylteries are calculated to infpire a re- 
verential curiolity, which makes the mind more 
deeply attentive to tliofe truths , the knowledge 
of which it has w ith much difficulty attained. 
But why do I fclk of truths, when all I can 
tell you is of outward Ihovvs? For I have not 
been admitted inyfelfto a participation ofthefe 
ceremonies ; and yet methinks , if I am not 
widely miltaken in my guefs , whoever is an 
hearer of the divine Socrates , cannot be 
entirely ignorant of the do$rines taught in 
them , though he himfelf has hitherto relufed 
2. 8 
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the initiation, even to his difcredit ; perhaps 
to avoid a more dangerous fufpicion of dif- 
covering out of treachery what lie has already 
learned by the inspiration of an excellent nature, 
hut of this hereafter. I imagine you will not 
he difpleafed with a particular account of the 
external ceremonies , of which I have lately 
been a fpe&ator. They begin on the fifteenth 
of the month Boyfyoutav , by a general afl’embly 
of the candidates for initiation ,' who on the 
fecond purify themfelves in the fea, and are 
employed on the third in offering facrifices of 
little pomp, and therefore not worth defcribing. 
The fourth day is diliinguilhed by a folernn 
proceffion, in which the holy bafket of Ceres 
is carried in a confecrated car , drawn by four 
milk-white oxen, whofe necks and horns are 
wreathed with garlands of corn and poppies. 
They pafs along amidft the acclamations of the 
multitude, who refound the praifes of Ceres; 
and are followed by a train of beautiful young 
women , repnefenting the companions of Pro- 
serpine. Their garments are gaily embroidered 
with all forts of wild flowers; and on their 
heads they bear the myftic balkets , which are 
concealed from every eye beneath long veils 
of purple. “ Yet however your curiofity may 
“ be excited by this concealment , faid the 
“ young Aecibjades to me, believe me , who 
“ am an initiate , the veils cover nothing half 
“ fo much worth feeing , as thofe faces to 
u which they give a becoming fhade.” On 
the fifth evening is commemorated the fearch 
of Proserpine, when Ceres, faatching With 
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a torch the flames of yEtna , ran with uncertain 
fieps to feek lier daughter. The air is illuminated 
with the blaze of ten thoufand torches, and 
great is the conteft , who fliall confecrate the 
largelt to the fervice ol the •goddefs. The 
molt remarkable ol all the ceremonies was that 
of the lixth day, when the fiatue of Iacciius, 
the Ton ol Jupiter and Ceres, is carried in 
procellion from Athens to Eleufis. It fets out 
from the CeramicuS, and is accompanied with 
miilic , .fongs , and fymphonies of . founding 
fcrafs, to which the dancers feet keep tune, 
who, as well as the fiatue, are crowned with 
myrtle garlands. Thus they ufed to pafs in 
feitive pomp along the way from thence called 
facred, and, after relting twice, enter Eleulis 
by the myftic gate ; but ever fince the be- 
ginning of the war they have been forced to 
conduct their procellion bv water. The fea is 
almofi covered with the multitudes of fhining 
veflels, which are ready to convey the joyful 
crowds, w ho are received at EleuGs in a magni- 
ficent temple, capable of containing, with eafe, 
more than thirty thoufand perfons. The loud 
notes of the trumpets and clarions are reflected 
with a fofter echo from the w'aves ; and with 
thefe the facred bards join hymns of praife to 
Ceres, Proserpine, and Iacciius. The dan- 
cers with a nimble bound tkip from one bark 
to another, and with a thoufand antic geliures 
exprefs their mimic raptures. I- followed in 
the crowd of boats with Socrates and Aeci- 
biade's. Of the three remaining davs that pre- 
cede the initiation , the firlt is palfed i# games, 
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wherein the vigors are rewarded with a meafure 
of barley, that grain bging firft fovvn in Eleulis; 
the next , in admitting perfons to the initiation 
of the 1 leffer myfteries; and the laft is called 
Plemochoai , from a libation made out of two 
earthen veffels placed towards the eaft and weft, 
which , after the repetition of certain words, 
are thrown down, and their wine fpilt upon 
the earth. And here what are properly called 
the myfteries begin : the happy initiates are 
conducted by the hierophant, who lias attended 
them through all the ceremonies from the very 
firft day, into the temple of Ceres , and the 
impenetrable gates of fecrecy are fhut againft 
the profane. For a ftranger , though but by 
accident , to be prefent at tliefe fecret rites is 
inevitable death ; for an initiate to reveal them, 
death with infamy. Thus far, however, may 
be innocently known of them , that befides 
the hierophant, whofe bufinefs through life it 
is to prefide at them , they are attended by 
five public officers, the chief of whom is one 
of the archons, bears the title of king, and 
the day following the myfteries , has the care 
of aflembling the fenate , to take notice of any 
irregularities that have been committed there. 
The other four are chofen by the people , and 
called curators. The hierophant, or myftagogue, 
has alfo three afiiftants of an higher, and ten 
of a lower rank , who are chiefly employed 
about the facrifices. Beyond this we know 
little but from conjecture ; but thus much all 
the conjectures that I have ever heard, agree 
in, that the fecret of thefe myfteries cannot 
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confilt in fhows alone, in vilions, in frightful 
noifes, and appearances, calculated to altonilh 
women and children indeed, but little capable 
of anfwering the raifed expe&ations ol the 
brave and wife, who all are ambitious of being 
admitted to them. Even in the leflTcr mylteries 
many doctrines are inculcated of the higheft 
importance, and conducive to virtue ; yet thefe 
are but a preparation for the greater, and to 
them no one is admitted , whofe character is 
blemiftied with any crime. On this initiation 
are fuppofed to depend the favor of the gods 
and the happinefs of a future fiate. Shall we 
fuppofe then, that this degree of happinefs and 
merit is attained by "merely beholding a numbej* 
of lirange ceremonies , by attending to the 
founds of folemn mulic, by being in ablaze 
of light , and on a fudden in total darknefs, 
by anfwering a few queftions of courfe, afked 
by the hierophant, about their previous pre- 
parations ? Or is it by liltening to a facred 
doctrine , that fhall unfold the fubliineft truths 
of religion , by clearing from their minds the 
milts of vulgar prejudice, and forming in them 
jult notions of the Deity , the one fupreme 
director of the world, fuch as he is adored in 
Perfia, fuch as he is taught in the more public 
Cretan mylteries , whence that people pretend 
thefe and all others to be derived. Such doc- 
trines as thefe are thought to require the clofeft 
fecrecy, as being too oppofite to a ufeful po- 
pular belief. Such doctrines as thefe deferve 
indeed the pomp with which thefe mylteries 
are introduced , as thofe of all others the molt 
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venerable,* as thofe of all others the moft im- 
portant , as thofe which alone can open the 
mind to true knowledge, and give a juft and 
conliant principle of action. Whether this be 
the rnyftery revealed to the initiates or not, 
let us rejoice, who are in poffeffion of fuch 
valuable knowledge ; and if we conduct our 
lives in a manner fuitable to it , we need not 
he perplexed by thofe fears, with which many 
are terrified into the initiation , that merely 
wanting the name of initiates will condemn us 
to eternal wretchednefs ; or indeed that thofe 
who have only the name of it fhall claim any 
fuperiority over us in the juft determinations 
of a future fiate. Farewel. 

T. 


LETTER XCVII. 
Smerdis to Cleander. 


o, 


romasdes has eftablifhed the throne of 
Perlia to maintain our religion above the con- 
tempt and infolence of idolaters, who do not 
like the complexion of our barbarous and in- 
hofpitable faith, which, fay they, excludes the 
gods themfelves from our cities, and denies 
them an habitation arhongft us. 

Should Perfia yield to a foreign mafter, the 
peculiarity of our religion would add weight 
to our chains ; as the wretched Jews meet 
with little compaflion , and are thought not 
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fufficiently humbled , while they refufle to 
comply with the worlhip of their conquerors. 
This people are well known in the Ealt , for 
their fufferings and inflexible adherence to their 
religion ; for what kingdom has not numerous 
families of them , the marks of their ancient 
bondage ? Though they are fo induftrious to 
reinltate their nation , like a trunk torn up by 
the violence of a hurricane, in its parent foil, 
it thrives but a while, and extends its bran- 
ches only to be lopped and fcattered by the 
fword of a new mailer. The holielt of the 
Magi does not more reverently admit the divine 
prefence amonglt them , than this people , 
which they do not prefume to circumfcribe by 
the vftirks of their own hands , nor venture to 
reprefent anyotherwife than by a dazzling glory, 
an inaccellible brightnefs , which they alfert 
fome time to have been given as a fenfible mark 
of the Deity’s prefence ; but that the molt in- 
timate knowledge of God is the divine irradia- 
tion upon the minds of prophets and holy men. 
They are perfuaded of the exiltence of fome 
evil genii , which are at lealt coeval with the 
world , and the dangerous enemies of mankind. 
They think it no Itain to marry amonglt their 
own kindred ; and they honor a prophet as the 
melfenger of Heaven. The fimilitude which 
all this bears to the wifdom of the Magij is 
the reafon the Jews find their condition very 
tolerable under a Perlian yoke. Cyrus him- 
felf, when he reduced the pride of Babylon, 
treated them favorably, becaufe he found them 
retaining fuch venerable do&rines. Xerxes 
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burnt the temples of Greece , but permitted 
them to rebuild their places of worlhip. Cer- 
tainly , Ceeander , pure religion was once 
univerfal; and mankind received truth from the 
fame fource whence they derived their being. 
For this ancient people maintain many uncor- 
rupted traditions, which no change of fortune 
has ever been able to extort from them. Zadoc 
is one of thefe, a perfon of no mean credit at 
the court. Upon atking him , on what grounds 
bis countrymen juftified their tenacious regard 
for their religious rites ; becaufe , faid he , 
they were divinelv communicated ; and (what 
is much more difficult to fupport without evi- 
dence) Heaven has not altogether broke off the 
intercourfe with us, but at certain jfcriods 
honors fome holy man with the knowledge of 
its will , who firft gains our credit by fome 
notable inftance of power, and then confirms 
us in our religion. Our princes hear his re- 
bukes with decency, and fubmit to his com- 
mands with meeknefs. They do not profefs to 
make war nor conclude peace by their own 
ftrength or counfel , nor dare they aflume the 
honors of fuccefs; they are but fecond in the 
ftate, for God is the fovereign. So long as 
we acknowledge this, we have a conftant and 
happy teftimony of the truth of it ; our feafons 
are ever temperate, our flocks multiply, our 
vintage never fails , fuccefs attends our arms, 
and our princes rule with wifdom. — Zadoc, 
faid I, you forget yourfelf, and your fancy 
carries you back to thofe early times , when 
man’s innocence fitted him for the converfe 
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of heavenly genii , who were the vicegerents 
• of God , and openly interpofed in the adrni- 
niftration of human affairs. But there are now 
no footfteps in the world of that happy ftate, 
and the rniferable viciffitudes of our nation 
leave the leaft room for expeding to find any 
there. — I do not, replied he, pretend to 
exempt our nation from the ills of life ; no , 
\ve are liable to the greateft ; for obferve the 
equality of Providence, which proportions our 
duty to our advantages. We are enjoined an 
hard talk for our high privileges, no lefs than 
humility in the enjoyment of them ; a conftant 
acknowledgment of a precarious dependance, 
when we teem to be above the ftroke of ad- 
verfity. As God is the difpofer of our affairs, 
he will not permit the aid and devices of men 
to fhare in the honor. W'e are forbid there- 
fore to think ourfelves at all acceflary to our 
happinefs , either by induftry in peace, or 
condud and prowefs in the field. To reckon 
• up the national forces , and keep exad lifts of 
the foldiery , is laudable oeconomy in other 
ftates: in us it were a criminal oftentation, 
and reliance on human aid, (which we profefs 
not to confide in,) and has fometimes been 
followed by a national calamity. Much lefs 
fhould we be tolerated in a defection from the 
divine worfhip , or the vile indignity of fetting 
up an idol in our hearts , as his competitor , 
who has no equal , and will bear no corn- 
par ifon ; who calls himfelf jealous of a rival, 
a term not more affedionate than terrible to 
his worfhippers. 
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Now, continued he, you fee the tenure 
of our happinefs, and Will ceafe to wonder • 
at our frequent fall from it, fince it depends 
on the fteadinefs of the human mind, and our 
perfeverance in a national fidelity. Alas! peace 
and affluence ealily corrupt the heart, and in- 
troduce an infenlibility of dependance. VVe, like 
other nations, foon boaft of our achievements, 
ftrengthen ourfelves with allies , court foreign 
marriages , (which are forbidden by the law , ) 
and in complacence to our new alliances , agree 
with thofe nations in their forms of worfhip. 
Thefe are the gates that let in plague , famine, 
and flavery upon us , and render us the fcorn 
of nations , who upbraid us with not having 
a knowledge of the true God, or (what is 
indeed the cafe) not having virtue enough to 
deferve his protection. Zadoc , laid I , you 
furprife me much , in accufing your nation of 
levity in religious duties , Cnee you are known 
to offend in the other extreme; and will not, 
even in captivity , be prevailed upon to ne- • 
gleet thofe ceremonies which render you ob- 
noxious. — You fay true, replied he, for 
captivity renders the mind fober and confe- 
derate , and the molt cruel tyrant is often 
unable to extort an unworthy confeffion from 
us. But furely you are not at a lofs to find 
the difficulty there is in making fo nice a duty 
as is required of us , compatible with the 
wantonnefs of profperity. — The ways of 
Providence, faid I , are not to be pronounced 
upon with peremptorinefs. I will not pretend 
to fay, that its dealings are the fame with all 
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nations; but is it poflfible, that truths of im- 
portance fhould be confined in the cufiody 
of an obfcure people within the bounds of 
Paleftine? — We are not, returned he, an 
obfcure people ; our very misfortunes have 
prevented that ; or if we were , perhaps ob- 
fcurity and privacy may be lefs corrupt guar- 
dians to treafures of this kind , than the 
refined polities of large empires. Defpife not 
our weaknefs , Smerdts ; like private men, 
ftates have their vicilfitudes ; we are f till a 
diftinA people, and are continued (fo we 
prefume) for greater ends than the prefent 
meannefs of our condition promifes. Great 
princes have fat on the throne of Paleftine, 
and a greater ftill may arife, who, like your 
Cyrits, fhall vanquifli the nations of the earth 
with ir.refifiible control , and retrieve the 
honors of an ancient people , who can not 
only fairly trace their ancefiry up to thofe 
holy patriarchs whom Heaven deigned to fpare 
at the general flood , but pafs that common 
boundary to the annals of other nations, and 
deduce our origin from the common father of 
the human race. 

Our difcourfe was much longer; and Za- 
doc’s honelt zeal for his religion and nation 
accompanied him through the whole , con- 
ducted, not without fome appearance of reafon, 
but not fo much, but that I faid to myfelf at 
parting , Good Heaven ! what a blefling is 
hope , which is fo hard to be extinguilhed in 
the human breaft ! It is a fpark that lives 
where there appears no fuel for its fupport* „ 
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This people in flavery keep profperity in view, 
and (by what I can difcern) indulge their 
imagination with victories to come, and an ex- 
tended empire in diftant ages. 

From Balch. H. 


LETTER XCVIII. 

Cleander to Gobryas. From Athens. 

r "X '' he fuperiority of the Athenian naval force, 
if rightly managed , mult turn the balance of 
war in their favor, as (not to put thee in mind 
of other inftances) fulficiently appears from 
the iflue of the • Corcyrean troubles. The 
contefts between the Ariftocratical and Demo- 
cratical factions there rofe to fuch a height , 
that much blood was fpilt during the violence 
of the tumults, in which the people. had, for 
the molt part, the advantage. The party of 
Oligarchies , being apprehenlive that their 
enemies would take pofieffion of foine pofts 
very incommodious for them , in a fit of rage 
and defpair fet fire to the buildings round 
the forum and harbour. Great quantities of 
merchandize and other rich effects were con- 
fumed in the flames, which fpread fo wide, 
that if the wind had not been contrary, the 
w hole city mu ft have been burnt to the ground. 
The day after this diforder , Nicostratus ar- 
rived with the Athenian fquadron from Nau- 
pa&us, and foon compofed matters to the 
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advantage of his party. The others were dif- 
artned , obliged to deliver up hoftages ) and 
lour hundred of the chief among!! them con- 
fined in the temple of Juno. Within lour or 
five days alter, the Peloponnelian fleet, con- 
futing of fifty fail , commanded by Alcidas 
and Brasidas , came in fight of the ilfand. 
The united fquadrons of the Corcyreans and 
Athenians went out to meet them, and began 
an engagement, which lafted till night. The 
former , who had a divilion amongft their 
feamen, and brought up but few gallies to 
fight at a time, w r ere put in great diforder; 
but the latter behaved with l'uch gallantry , 
that though they had only tw elve Ihips, they 
funk one of the enemy’s , and fecured the 
retreat of the Corcyreans. The confufion was 
fo great within the city , that had the Pelo- 
poiuiefians followed the advice of Brasidas, 
and attacked it directly , they would , in all 
probability , have been matters of it before 
morning; but they contented themfelves with 
landing troops , and ravaging the country. 
This gave the Corcyreans time to recover from 
their furprife , and take the proper precau- 
tions w'ith regard to the Arifiocratical party, 
who meditated a fecond riling. The arrival 
of an Athenian fleet of fixty fail obliged Au- 
cidas to re-embark, and retire into port with 
no fmall precipitation , leaving the fea open 
to the enemy. The Corcyreans , elated with 
thefe powerful fuccours , w r ere determined to 
take a complete revenge upon the adverfe party, 
and proceeded againii them with the molt v 
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bloody and mercilefs feverities , infomuch that 
in the fpace df feven days they extirpated al- 
moft all the Ariitocratical faction. Fifty of the 
richeft citizens were put to death , according 
to the forms of law. The others were privately 
affaffinated by their creditors , or murdered 
at the altars, whither they fled for refuge. A 
large number of thefe unfortunate men , it is 
faid, were fhut up and fiarved in the temple 
of Bacchus. This is the conclufion , noble 
feribe , of the Corcyrean fedition, which, for 
the time it lafted , was as violent as any re- 
corded in hiftory. It is obferved to have been 
the firft, which has broken out in this war, 
founded on the different principles of the Athe- 
nian and Lacedaemonian governments ; but 
from the animofi ties which the cruelty where- 
with it has been carried on muft occafion 
through all the Grecian ftates, it is conjec- 
tured that it will not be the laft. The Athe- 
nians triumph greatly in their good fortune, 
and fay, thePeloponnefians have behaved in this 
affair with that irrefolution and inexperience 
which accompany all their naval operations. 
They imagine , that the fuccefs with which in 
the fame year they have quelled the revolt of 
two confiderable iflands , fecures to them the 
fidelity of their allies , whom fuch ftriking 
inftances muft convince , that the Lacedaemo- 
nian power cannot yet prote$ them from the 
weight of Athenian refentment. The grave 
and pious , with whom I converfe , find their 
joy greatly abated on this occafion , by the 
fatal confequences which they apprehend from 


Digitized by Google 



LETTERS. 


127 

thefe unhappy divifions, as a general difregard 
to public faith , and a total fubverlion of hu- 
manity and religion in the intercourfe between 
the Grecian hates. 

The Athenians have this day decreed an 
abidance of twenty gallies to the Leontines, 
a people of Sicily, of Ionian extra#, who are 
at war with the Syracufians. The chief of the 
Leontine embafly is Gorgias , a celebrated 
orator, whofe eloquence has had great weight 
in the alTemblies. It is of a new and peculiar 
kind, abounding in frequent flourilhes of fancy, 
and metaphorical alluhons. He has many ad- 
mirers here. For my own part , I think the 
Ityle of his orations is rather ftiff and affe$ed, 
than pe^fuafive and elegant, and owes its chief 
graces to novelty. Gorgias, befides acquiring 
the reputation of an able negotiator, has con- 
Cderably improved his fortunes by his Athe- 
nian embafly. The whole city refort to hear 
his rhetorical lectures, and he receives as a 
gratuity from every difciple who attends them, 
no lefs than an hundred ininae. Though the 
Athenians in the decree pretend , that their 
ancient alliance and relation to the Leontines 
are the reafons which induce them to fend 
thefe fuccours , thou mayeft ealily imagine they 
are not the principal ones. The real intentions 
of this fiate are to prevent the fupplies of corn, 
which their enemies receive from Sicily, and 
by degrees to get footing there. I know very 
well , that the fertility and riches of the ifland, 
its command of the feas , and the fhort paffage 
from thence to Italy, have long rendered it the 
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object of ambition to the moft enterprifing 
politicians. During the adminili ration of Pe- 
iu ci-.es , there were fchemes iormed to feize 
upon fome part of Sicily ; but that great mi- 
nifier always difcouraged them , and told thofe 
who advifed it, that the republic was not 
powerful enough to undertake an expedition, 
which belides its own difficulties, would in- 
fallibly draw upon them the arms of all Greece. 

The prefent rulers, bolder but lefs prudent 
than Perici.es, have not (as far as I can learn) 
laid thefe views afide , and therefore gladly 
embrace the opportunity, with which the Leon- 
tines furnilh them, to introduce Athenian forces 
into Sicily. 

Thy converfation with Python, noblp fcribe, 
was extremely well timed ; and the relief, 
which the juftice of our monarch afforded to 
the merchants at Sidon, has given very favor- 
able impreflions of the Perfian court. They 
talk of fending thither an embafl’y of fome of 
their principal citizens. In the mean time a 
commiffion has been difpatched to Python, to 
manage their affairs with the Great King , as 
an agent from Athens. Adieu. 
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LETTER XCIX. 

Otanes , chief architect and fuperintendent 
of the royal palaces , to Oleander. 

J have feen thy curiofities in the palace of 
Megabyzus , which he has fo ranged in his 
fplendid apartments , as to Ihow at once his 
talte and value for them. I am perfuaded, that 
an affectation of this fort of fcience , as it is fo 
general in Athens, inltead of adding ornaments 
to fociety, mult fill it w ith ridiculous characters. 
For if I underhand thy ingenious comment 
upon thofe pieces of art, to judge of fculpture 
and painting, and to be pleafed with them on 
good grounds, a man lhould be acquainted 
with nature and the paflions ; lhould know 
how a bafe, an honeft, or a great inind w'ould 
actuate the body in different circumltances ; in 
fliort, lhould be both an abftract mOralift, and 
a practical obferver of human life. I do not 
wonder that thou, Ceeander , lhouldft add 
this to the number of thy accomplilhments ; 
but I think few have the previous qualifica- 
tions for it. 

In return for my entertainment, I will ac- 
quaint thee with fome natural curiofities, which 
have lately engaged the attention of the Magi. 
One of them, Patizithes byname, has been 
at great pains in the collection, and has formed 
an extraordinary hypothefis thereon. He thinks, 
he is hereby enabled to prove not only the 
*• 9 
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ancient deluge , but other revolutions in the 
earth of a more permanent effect. This col- 
ledtion is lodged in a neat room , at one end 
of the fchools of jufiice , where the fons of 
the Magi hold their daily difputes. Upon my 
entrance, Patizithes opened the .drawers of 
his cabinets , and expofed to view a great 
number of fea-fliells of fuch variety, as are 
fcarcely to he feen on the ft rand , when a 
furious tide has driven them from the bed of 
the ocean. My attention was raifed by the 
fight, when Patizithes begun, faying, All 
nations have fome tradition of a terrible flood, 
whiph deformed the face of the earth," and 
brought fuch defolation upon our race , as to 
leave but a fingle family to re-people it. This 
was the great triumph of Arimanius ; he thought, 
when he was permitted to confound the ‘ele- 
ments , to mix air, earth, - and water, and 
extingu’lh every fpark of terreftrial fire ; that 
he had renewed chaos and his ancient domi- 
nion over nature. But he foon faw order 
refiored ; and now no loottteps remain of that 
hideous devafiation , but fuch as you fee be- 
fore you, a fufficient monument indeed of its 
truth to all future ages. Thefe fliells were 
gathered from different countries far from the 
fea; fome of them formed parts of a rock; 
others were enclofed in a lefs denfe coherent 
matter; fome were near the funnnit of moun- 
tains; others many fathoms below the furface 
of the vales. The flat country of Babylonia 
and JEgypt , the rocks of Arabia and Perlia , 
and that chain of hills which runs from the 
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Tanais toward the Cafpian fea, contributed 
to enrich thefe cabinets. But, faid 1, there 
is room to doubt of their antiquity ; for how 
could things of fo perifhable a nature be pre- 
ferved through fo many ages ? Becaufe, laid 
Patizithes, they have been enclofed in the 
bowels of the earth , and were better guarded 
againfi. the efieels of time , than the bodies of 
the ancient ^Egyptians in a cafe of afphaltus. 
Here , fays he , obferve that Ihell , which fo 
nearly refembles a cone; it was lately found 
on breaking a piece of marble , which made 
part of a great pyramid in the lake Mceris. 
Which therefore do you judge to be of greater 
antiquity, that ancient, pyramid, or the Ihell 
you have in your hands? Doubtlefs , faid I, 
you’ll fay the Ihell , becaufe the materials muft 
i>e older than the building. But , continued 
I , do you then fuppofe this fhell to be coeval 
with' the rocks? Not only fo, fays he, but 
prior to them, as I will fatisfy you immediately. 
Upon which he broke the Ihell , and con- 
tinued his lecture in the following manner : 
The contents, faid he, you fee are a piece of 
^Egyptian marble : now if you pleafe to com- 
pare the marble with the Ihell, its cafe, you 
find they exa6ily tally. No fculptor on earth 
could fo nicely have fitted the protuberances 
of one to the cavities of the other. There is 
an exatft fimilitude in the lines of each, though 
almoft numberlefs, and fome of them fcarcely 
difcernible to the eye. This fione, therefore, 
which is now fo firm and folid , was once not 
fo , hut in a fluid iiate , and received its 
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impreffiqn from the fhell. I am fatisfied, faid T, 
this cannot he the effect of art: but the notion 
of fluidity and the parts of a rock feem to be 
at a great diftance; and I would rather con- 
tinue in fufpenfe, than fit down with fuch an 
hypothefis. There is greater difficulty in fup- 
poling this than the thing you would prove by 
it. 1 can more eafily believe there has been 
a deluge, than that it thould be able to foften 
rocks, and bring them to a fiate of diUbJution, 
which is what you feem to aim at. Have pa- 
tience, fays he , and I will be more explicit 
on the fubject. You know, that fome of the ' 
ancient pillars and obelilks at Thebes, Memphis, 
and Babylon, are thought by the judicious to 
be nothing more than a cement or compofition, 
becaufe no quarry can be found that bears 
any refemblance to them ; and our modem 
builders have variety of fuch cements, as from 
a fluid Itate come to a firm confiltency, when 
the fuperfluous moilture is carried off by the 
warm air and fun. Now why thould we deny 
the fame privilege to nature? When the mighty 
flood fwept over the face of the earth , and 
ploughed up the loofe foil , the mouldering 
clays, and chalks, and infinite variety of ma- 
terials , the ancient rocks w ere wafhed at their 
very roots, their foundations were opened, 
and (as a rocky promontory undermined by 
the fea breaks off from the continent, and is 
funk .for ever in the abyfs) having no fied- 
•fafinefs, they reeled from their places, and 
their weight bore them towards the centre , 
where they lie for ever beyond the reach of 
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adventurous mortals. The blended materials, 
thrown up in promifcuous heaps by the waves, 
covered them; and as the waters fublided , 
cemented together more clofely; and as the 
parts were nearer akin , they cohered and 
formed bodies of diff erent firmnefs and folidity. 
I do not therefore require of you to believe, 
that the ancient rocks and compa# bodies w r ere 
dilfolved, hut that many new ones were formed 
by the deluge , which had enclofed the fpoils 
of the fea within them. If you can admit this 
account , you will eafily find a folution for 
every thing that lies before you ; if not , they 
are attended with infuperable difficulties. 
What other rational account will you give of 
that fhell of a nautilus , which was found 
buried in a Itratumofa piceous fubliance below 
the bed of the river Arbis , when Artaxerxes 
commanded a bridge to be built over it? Or 
thofe teeth and part of the jaw-bone of a 
monftrous lhark , which w ere dug from the 
fame quarry that fupplied the eunuch Bago- 
razes in building his magnificent palace ? This 
large drawer is filled with curiofities from a 
bed of chalk fifty cubits below the furface of 
the earth. Thefe fmall chalky mafles are full 
of the little bones and teeth of fifties, and many 
fhells of the molt delicate texture , and great 
variety of fhape and color ; for neither the 
form nor color is injured by the foftnefs of 
the liratum they fortunately fell into. I was 
much pleafed with the fight of thefe, and 
began to handle them too roughly, as I per- 
ceived by my friend’s countenance, who turned 
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as pale as if I had defiled the elements. Upon 
which 1 reftrained my curiolity within the* 
bounds agreeable to him. He next bid me 
obferve fome Itones which retained imprelfions 
from fifties, which, fays he, have long lince 
been walled away, becaufe of their tender 
fubftance ; but the impreffions remain not only 
of the head , fins , and tail, but the very fcales ; 
and in fome you may perceive a glolTy gold color 
received from the body of the filh. Here is 
one fo entire , you may diltinguilh it to be a 
river perch. 

Pray, faid I, in this general confufion, 
which you fuppofe , might one not expect to 
find fome products of the land as well as the 
fea preferved in the ftrata of the earth? lies, 
replied he, there are fome horns- of deer that 
w ere found in a morafs at a very confiderable 
depth. Here is a beak of- the .Egyptian Ibis , 
and fome teeth of monkeys , now no where 
but in .Ethiopia, which were found in the 
heart of a mountain near the Araxes ; and all 
thofe nuts and almonds which you fee, were 
dug from under the roots of ancient cedars 
in Mount Libanus , when the Tyrians expected 
to find rich mines in its bowels. Thofe fhat- 
tered and decayed bones were gathered from 
diff erent depths of the earth, where it had never 
before been opened. Here, fays he, are fome 
malTes of a very compact marble , but only 
ufed in covering houfes , becaufe upon a ftroke 
it is apt to lhiver into thin plates ; for many 
vegetables were buried in the ltratum , and 
prevented its cementing fo clofely in thofe parts. 
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Upon which he fplit it very dexteroufly; and 
now, fays he, you may fee the broad leaves 
of the yEgyplian papyrus , lying flat and pa- 
raded one to another , as you may have ob- 
ferved them after the Nile is abated, and has left 
thofe plants clogged with mud, and all inclining 
the fame way with the direction of the ftrearn. 
1 could Ihow you many maffes that are filled 
with fern, the common produce of dry and 
barren grounds; forne with myrtle, box, and 
many other vegetables. But pray take notice 
of two pieces of iron (tone , each about a foot 
fquareand of a flat furface: a fort of net-work 
is deeply impreffed on the whole furface of 
one , on the other the fame work is in a fort 
cf relief ; they differ no otherwife than the 
feal and the wax , for they once adhered to- 
gether in the fame mafs. 1 took up a ftone , 
which feemed unworthy a place in his cabinets, 
and obferved to him , that it was ufed in the 
molt ordinary buildings. You are right, replied 
be, there is no commoner material; and the 
more I wonder it has not been taken notice 
of, for it is made up almoft entirely of fmall 
fhells. Place it in a convenient light, and you 
will fee them of a thoufand different fhapes. 
The buildings of Sufa, and, I doubt not, all 
the cities of the world, are full of the exuviae 
of fifties. This is no extravagant thing to fay r 
if we confider the vaft fhoals that muft have 
been poured out of the boforn of the deep , 
which not only contains the fhells of the 
prefent race , but probably thofe of feveral 
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preceding ages , lince they feem not to be of 
a very periihable nature. 1 will add a piece 
ol advice to thee, Otanes, who art employed 
by Artaxerxes in railing monuments to his 
honor, that, when thou buildel’t lor pofterity, 
thou chufe the molt funple materials ; lor the 
veins and coloring of marbles are chiefly 
owing to vegetables and the exuviae of animals 
interfperfed in the original ltrata , or l’ome 
mixture of heterogeneous bodies, which feldom 
cement well together , and therefore yield 
fooner to the attacks of time. I thanked Pa- 
•rrziTHEs for his advice , and the new fcene 
he had opened to me. I told him, I was not 
one of thole who doubted the reality of s 
deluge; but I did not imagine nature would 
have fupplied any arguments for it: Ihe ’ex- 
hibits every where beauty and order , but is 
cautious of Ihowing her deformities. Thou, 
my friend, halt penetrated into her arcar.a, 
and bringelt to light what Ike w T ould have 
concealed. Thou difcoverelt how fhamefully 
Ihe was diflurhed by the deltroyer Arjmanjus, 
w ho dilfolved her laws, and fet her at variance 
with herfelf. 

H. 
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Cleander to Gorryas. 

A s I am fenfible my public difpatches are 
always read before the council of feven , and 
afterwards regiftered in the archives; I would 
not in them mention an affair which gives me 
feme uneafinefs, and which I intend only for 
thy knowledge. My brother, Hippias, en- 
clofed in his laft packet the following fentence 
out of a letter from IIydaspes the chambeijain, 
to him. “ Tell Ceeander, his merit has raifed 
<£ him many enemies, who endeavour to fup- 
“ plant him in the favor of the minifters. The 
11 practices of the great are bufy againlt him. 
u I have not at prefent time to write more. ” 
• My friends have fent me no advices of this 
nature ; and yet the myfterious brevity of this 
paragraph Itrangely confounds me. I know not 
any of the courtiers to whom 1 ever gave the 
leaft ground of offence ; at the fame time I 
cannot underhand the conduct ofTERiBAZus the 
treafurer. He has never once written to me 
fince I refided at Athens, though he made me 
large promifes of friendlhip before I left Ec- 
batana ; and for this laft year I have never 
received a fingle rnina of iny appointments. 
If the former liberalities of Megabyzus and 
thyfelf had not fupported tne , I lhould have 
been reduced to great dilirefs. 
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Next, to the protection of Oromasdes , ge- 
nerous Gouryas, I depend upon thine. Thou 
wert never yet known to difappoint the meaneft 
of thy dependants. I will therefore relt allured, 
that thou wilt not fuller a friend to be run 
down by court- faction , who may venture to 
fay, that he has not been ufclefs to the country 
which employed him. Adieu. 

From Athens. P. 


LETTER Cl. 

OftSAMES to CLEANDER. 

I have in a former letter obferved to thee, 
Cleander , that the peculiar regard which the 
^Egyptians fhow to the remains of their de- 
ceased friends , proceeded upon a perfualion • 
of the foul’s fublilting after its reparation from 
the body ; an opinion which has fo generally 
obtained in all nations of the world , that one 
may with better reafon conclude it is inherent 
in the human foul from a confcioufnefs of its 
own immortality, than that it was difcovered 
firft by the /Egyptians, and derived from them 
to the reft of mankind. But however that 
be, they doubtlefs were the firft who accom- 
modated this do&rine to the grofs conceptions 
of fhe vulgar ; and this gave rife to the fuper- 
fiitious reprefentations in their funeral folem- 
nities , which are performed near Memphis, 
in a large parcel of ground fet apart lor that 
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purpofe,-and called the territory of the dead. 
It confilts of feveral large and pleafant meadows, 
encompalled with groves of lotus and fvveet 
. canes , and watered with many clear rivulets 
and fountains from the ferpentine windings 
of the Nile sl . But the dead are not. admitted, 
nor fuppofed to be admitted to this place , 
until they have palled the folemn tribunal, 
to which they are conveyed in a boat acrofs a 
great lake called Acherulia. Before the coffin 
is put aboard, any pcrfon is at liberty by the 
law to accufe the dead ; and if it can be proved 
that the deceafed led a wicked life , then the 
judges appointed for that purpofe give fentence, 
and the body is refufed an honorable burial. 
If no informer appears , or the information is 
proved falfe , all the kindred of the deceafed 
leave off mourning, and begin to fet forth his 
praifes, and recount the virtues wherein he 
excelled , invoking the infernal deities to re- 
ceive him into the fociety of thejult. On 
one fide of the lake is the temple of - the in- 
fernal Hecate , and the gates of Cocytus and 
Lethe made faft with brazen bars; on the other, 
the pleafant iflands and meadows before-men- 
tioned , where thofe who arc abfolved at this 
tribunal have a right to he interred , if their 
friends defire it; but whether their bodies are 
depofited there or not , they reprefent the calm 
or happy ftate into which fuch perfons are re- 
ceived in the Amenthes , or invilible region 
of departed fouls. I have already hinted to 

Diod, Siccl. lib, i, c, 7, 


Digitized by Google 



140 


ATHENIAN 


you, that their doctrine of the foul’s immortality 
is blended, with that of its fucceffive revolu- 
tion through different bodies. The Amenthes 151 
therefore, or their name for the invifible region, . 
fignifies a place that receives the fouls , and 
fends them back again. 'In that Hate, the good 
af ter their removal from the body , are fup- 
pofed to be in a quiet and unruffled lituation. 
But it is not till after they have palled through 
their feveral fucceffive revolutions 53 , and have 
returned again into the human body, and not 
till after a fecond reparation from it , that they 
are fuppofed to pafs into an happy Hate , if 
they have a6ted their part virtuoufly in this, 
the fecond time, as they did before. But the 
notion of the foul’s tranfmigrating through 
various kinds of bodies, I have reafon to think, 
was a later improvement of their philofophy; 
and I conceive the more ancient doctrine to 
have been rather this , viz. that they ihould 
return again to a$ their part in an human body 
at the great mundane revolution. When in 
our way to the Labyrinth, we Hopped to 1‘urvey 
the three great pyramids that Hand between 
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Memphis and Arfinoe; it was impoffible not 
to relief upon what principle they could he 
erected. They might perhaps be contrived lor 
other purpofes of their religion belides the 
entombing of the clead ; but however that be, 
it is certain the founders of them intended 
their remains lhould be depolited therein. A 
delire indeed of perpetuating their names by 
fome lalting monuments , might be natural to 
the ^Egyptian Icings , as well as to thofe of 
other nations ; yet it is peculiar to AEgypt to 
boaft of a more expenfive magnificence in thefe 
monuments than in the palaces of the living. 
And bv defigning to be buried within the 
pyramids, places of fuch impenetrable Itrength 
as were never erected for the defence of the 
living , one muft fuppofe they intended to 
fecure their remains againlt the injuries of s 
time, or hoftile fury, in thofe eternal habita- 
tions. And does not this peculiarity appear 
of a piece with that of their being more foli- 
cilous than any other people, to preferve their 
bodies from putrefaction , by falting and em- 
balming them , which is an art original to 
AEgypt. Both the one and the other peculiarity 
may, I believe, be accounted for , upon the 
fame principle which Cheres , an ^Egyptian 
prielt , fuggefted to us in fome difcourfe we 
had upon this fubject. It was the ancient 
opinion , -that the fouls delighted to hover 
about thofe places where the bodies were 
depolited ,4 , with good hopes of returning 

S4 Aegyptii p'eriti fapientiae condita diutius refer- 
vant cadavera , fcii. ut anima multo tempore perduret , 
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again into tlieir own , if tliofe bodies could be 
preferred until the great period came round. 
But in cafe they mouldered away , or were 
deftroyed by violence , their foul would be 
allotted to lome new body,* and in that again 
expofed to all the fame hazards of vice and 
pollution it had happily efcaped in the firlt. 
The ./Egyptians , in their fyrnbolical way, ex- 
prefs the permanent and incorruptible nature 
of the foul by certain immutable proportions 
of number ” ; from whence Pythagoras, they 
fay , learnt to call it a fell-moving number , 
exprefling in a myltical fenfe , mind , or an 
eflence that had nothing in it of matter, which 
is flux and changeable. Some believe the py- 
ramidal form to be expreflive of certain facred 
and myltical doctrines ; but I think it more 
natural to fuppofe, that in thofe monuments 
which were intended to endure through a long 
courfe of ages, it was pitched upon principally 
as being a form the molt permanent and lading. 
It might moreover be deligncd in honor to the 
■*. chief obje<9s of their worlhip ; for pyramids 
and obelilks have been very ancient rep refen ta- 
tions of the celeltial divinities, by alluflon to 
the pyramidal or conical forms, in which the 
rays are emitted from a luminous body. The ,<s 
pyramids I favv Hand upon the brow of a 

& corpori fit obnoxia, ne cito ad aliud trauleat. Servii 
Comment, in v. 67. Aeneid. lib. iii. 

Toy djid/zov eatvTcy XivivTco , rev S* did poo v 
cun tx vx r ZB‘ccpctAa,iA,Zctvii. Plut. de placit. lib. iv. c. 2. 

5 6 Greaves’s Pyrainydographia. 
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rocky hill, which rifes in a gentle afccnt from 
the level plains by Memphis, but the fame 
rock is continued wehward to the lteep moun- 
tains of Lybia. Each lide of the greateh pyra- 
mid contains about feven hundred Grecian feef 
in length; the lides afcend by rows, riling like 
hairs from the bottom to the top. The height is 
computed to be nearly equal to thebafe. The ri- 
ver enters by a fecret channel into a great fubter- 
raneous vault underneath this pyramid ,7 ; and 
in the middle of that receptacle is an infular 
fabric, where the king’s body, who finilhed 
the pyramid , was intended to be entombed. 
A great caufeway , paved in fome places with 
granite marble , lies from. the banks of the Nile 
to the brow of the hill whereon this pyramid 
hands. Southward , about a bow-lhot from 
this, we meet with another, the next in mag- 
nitude , but which falls lhort of the dimen- 
lions of the firfi; neither are the hones which 
compofe it of fo valt a fize. The lides rife not 
by degrees like that, but are a fmooth Hiding 
plain from the bottom to the top. It is bounded 
by the north and welt with a row of cells 
the whole like a regular fabric , hewn out in 
the hard rock. On the welt lide likewife of 
the great pyramid is a large pile of building of 
the Bafaltes hone 59 ; from whence, as from 
the cells round the fecond, are fecret pafiages 
into both , but through them only the prielts 
or the initiated ever enter. South eah is the 
famous Sphinx , a colollal figure of an immenfe 

5 7 Herod. Euterp. 

Greaves, ubi fupra. Id. Ibid. 
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fi ze , computed to be in length one hundred 
and forty-three feet, in height Gxty-two , 
and one hundred and two in cornpafs about 
the head. It was undoubtedly erased there 
to exprefs the feafon of the inundation. 
The third pyramid hands diflant from the 
l'econd about a furlong , upon an advan- 
tageous height , whereby afar off it appears 
equal to the former, though indeed the whole 
pile is much lefs and lower; yet for the {frac- 
ture and beauty of the marble it excels both 
that and the great one. Clofe adjoining to it, 
on the ealt fide , is another building , of a dark 
hone like Thebaic marble. At a diltance we 
could difcern to the fouth feveral other pyra- 
mids, which lie fcattered through a defert trad: 
on the confines of Lybia , and are found all 
along the upper region to the borders of 
./Ethiopia ; many of which I faw in my paffage 
the lafi year down the Nile: but molt of them, 
though very durable in their kind , were the 
work of earlier and more fimple ages, when 
the ./Egyptians were rather defirous to pre- 
serve their remains inviolable, than ambitious 
to leave confpicuous monuments of their hate 
and magnificence. They were ereded by the 
ancient kings of the Thinite dynafty, or in their 
times. However, there is, I am told, one 
among them , which nearly equals in its di- 
menfions the largeft of thefe , by Memphis. 
Next in antiquity to thofe, and more ancient 
than thefe , are two admirable pyramids hand- 
ing in the middle of the great lake Moeris. 
for Chemmis , (whom Herodotus ufes to call 

Cheops, 
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Cheops, making a Greek name of the .^Egyp- 
tian,) who is reputed the founder of the firft 
of thefe by Memphis , was among the de- 
scendants or fuccelfors of Sesostris; and Se- 
sostris himfelf was later than Moeris. Cephren 
and Mycerinus, to whom the fecond and 
third are afcribed , were one the brother, the 
other, a fon of Chemmis. The great lake of 
Moeris was contrived for a balance to the 
waters in the annual inundation. And there' 
is a communication from the river to the lake 
by a great ditch , eighty furlongs iri length 
and three hundred feet in breadth , by which 
it may receive- the fuperfluity of water 
' when the Nile rifes to an exceffive height, * 
as by opening its other fluices the countiy a 
great diltance round it may be fupplied in 
feafons when the river fails. And though the 
expenfe of opening and (hutting the fluices be 
very great, yet it is certainly a work of the 
greatest benefit to ./Egypt. In the inidft of the 
lake the kingcontrived a place for his fepulchre, 
and raifed two (tately pyramids , the one for 
himfelf, the other for his wife; and upon the 
Summit of each he placed a coloffus of marble 
fitting upon a throne. From the foundation 
the pyramids are a hundred fathoms high ; they 
* are feen fifty fathoms above the water , arid 
are hid as many fathoms under it; fo that the 
lake is in fome places three hundred feet in 
depth, and, as Herodotus perfuades me, was 
all made by art. The circumference is com- 
puted at three thoufand fix hundred furlongs. 
It lies about fix hundred furlongs above the 
% a. 10 
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city of Memphis. We puffed in a boalucrofs 
this lake to the Labyrinth, which is faid to 
have been built by joint confent of the twelve 
kings , who reigned in iEgypt after the ex- 
pul fi on of Seth on , the pricli of Vuj.can. The 
fabric is the molt wonderful in its kind in all 
the world, from which D^dalvs received 
the model of the much-famed Labyrinth he 
built in Crete. The fubterraneous apartments 
were all cut by hand in the folid rock; which 
might pafs for an incredible fiory, were it not 
confidered that the whole rock is a fand ftonc, 
which contributes to the preferv.ation of the 
, bodies depofited within it. And in thefe won- 
derful apartments are the gabhares 60 , or mum- 
mies, of the twelve kings who built the La- 
byrinth, with the remains of crocodiles , and 
other their facred animals. But if the labor 
and expenfe of finking pits , and excavating 
vaults, ifi the folid rock, or raifing fuch irn- 
menfe piles of fiotxe above ground , to fecure 
; the human remains from the violence of after- 
ages, may be in fome fort accounted for upon 
a perfuafion they firmly maintain wdth regard 
to the foul’s revolution ; yet their paying an 
equal regard to the remains of the molt noxious 
animals can be refolved into nothing but the 
molt extravagant phrenfy and fuperftition. The 
whole nome, which takes its name from the 

* 60 So the embalmed bodies were called in the lan« 

guage of the country, as St. AuGusTirf. confirms: “ Mo- , 
“ rem enim habent flccare corpora , & quafi aenea reddere ; 

“ Gabbaras ea vocant. ” Auc. ferm. 120. de diverlis. 
Note by the tranflator. 
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neighbouring town of Arlinoe, pays an extra- 
vagant veneration to crocodiles. Thefe are 
embalmed with molt exquilite art, and let up 
in niches , as the bodies of birds and other 
animals are through every part of the fubter- 
raneous chambers. At the angle where the 
Labyrinth ends , there is a pyramid of two 
hundred and forty feet in height, with a balls 
ol the fame dimenlions, on which are engraved 
coloflal figures of animals: the pall’age that 
leads to it is under ground. The feveral cor- 
ridors and intricate palfages of the Labyrinth 
below feem to anfwer, as nearly as we could 
compare them together , to the apartments 
above ; of which , as 1 know Herodotus has 
given the molt exa6t defcription, 1 will not be 
tedious in attempting it after him. It was by 
a very particular interelt with Cueres, the 
./Egyptian prieft, who accompanied us in this 
tour, that 1 gained admittance into the apart- 
ments under ground , of which Herodotus 
himfelf was denied a light the firlt time that 
he travelled into Egypt. But I muli have 
been initiated to have entered, the pyramids; 
the preparations lor which I have no time 
now to go through. 

I write this from Sais , a city of ancient 
note in the Delta, the curiolities of which, 
after I have taken a regular furvey of them, 
may furnilh out another letter to you, before 
J begin xny voyage for Greece. But I willingly 
confefs , Cleander, that you are fo well in- 
lirucied in the philofophy and learning of thofe 
fages, who were molt converfant in, the recondite 


Digitized by Google 


I 


148 ATHENIAN 

do$rines of A£gypt , that I have correfponded 
with you more lor my own fake, than for any 
information I could hope to give you from the 
little I have gained by my inquiries. Hero- 
dotus faid, ■ ujjon feeing your epifile on the 
Eleufinian mylteries , “ This Ephefian has 

“ difcovered more of thofe fecrets, by a lhrewd 
u indu6tio?n from fome flight and unguarded 
u hints of his Athenian friends, than any ought 
“ to know who is not an initiate , or than an 
u initiate fhould dare to reveal: ” and he 
hath religioufly omitted the very mention of 
them in his hifiory. Adieu. 

From Sais. L. 


The End of the fifth Year of the Pelopon- 
nefian IV a r. 
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LETTER C I I. 

Hydaspes to Oleander. 

A las! Oleander, the throne of Cyrus 
has loft its lirmeft fupport , and our monarch 
the ableft of his minilters , in the perfon of 
Megabyzus. This great man expired , full 
of years and honors , at his palace in Sufa , 
the fifteenth of this moon , with a circumltance 
attending his death , which rarely befals thofe 
in his ftation , that both the tears of the prince 
and the lamentations of the people attended him 
to the grave. And indeed their forrows were 
with good reafon united ; for the hereditary 
efiates and dignities, which defcended to him 
from his grandfather Megabyzus , who affilted 
to deftroy the Magian tyranny, and his father 
Zopyrus , who took Babylon , threw him 
under no temptations of complying feryilely 
with the meafures of a court to raife a fortune, 
or of giving up the interelt of the crown, from 
which he derived his honors, through an affecta- 
tion of popularity. At the fame time, the virtue 
and generolity of his temper rendered him in- 
capable of fuggefling any counfels but fuch as 


Digitized by Google 



» 


i5o ATHENIAN. 

tended to the mutual benefit of the monarch 
and the fubjeCt. His many Ihining qualities, * 
and glorious exploits, are atprefent the reigning 
topic of our converfation. And though the 
remembrance of them rather ferves to imbitter 
than allay our concern, permit me, in com- 
pliance with the general talk, to indulge iny- 
felf a little on a fubjeCt to which thou thyfelf 
inayft be in part a Itranger, lince thy acquaint- 
ance at court was not formed till the molt 
aCtive fcene's of his life w'ere over. 

Megabyzus was educated under the eyes 
of his father in the regular and manly difcip- 
line of the ancient Periians ; of all others the 
beft adapted to reClify the heart. Hence he 
imbibed thofe principles of jultfce and fortitude, 
which carried him through the world with 
untainted integrity. He was early inured to 
the dangers of war, according to the cufiorn 
of the young Periian fatraps; and performed 
fuch fervices in his firft campaigns , as recom- 
mended him to the notice of Darius, a prince 
remarkable for a fuperior Ikill in difitinguilhing 
the merit of his fubjeCls. In the next reign, 
Megabyzus’s favor was fo far from being di- 
minifhed , that , when Xerxes undertook his 
expedition again!! Greece, he made him ge- 
neral of the land forces in conjunction with 
Mardonius; and, as a farther mark of diltinc- 
tion allied him to the royal blood , by a mar- 
riage with Amytis , his daughter. As thou 
knoweft that the ill fuccefs of the invafion of 
Greece was owing to the rath counfels which 
conducted it, there is reafon to believe, that 
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Mecabyzus took no greater fhare in the ma- 
nagement of the war, than the duties of his 
office required from him; and even declined 
being concerned in a project, on which Xerxes 
would have lent him, of plundering Delphi. 
It was in the happy reign of our prefent mo- 
narch, that the merits of this great man prin- 
cipally difplayed themfelves ; for the wifdom 
of the prince never fails to lhed a cherifhing 
influence over the abilities of his fervants. 
The firft fervice which Mecabyzus performed 
was no lefs than that of difeovering and pre- 
venting thetreafons ofARTABANUs, who, after 
taking away the life of Xerxes , imputed the 
murder to his eldeft fon Darius ; and when 
this detefied calumny had brought undeferved 
punifhrnent on the young prince, he continued 
his profit ices againft Artaxerxes , the next heir. 
Mecabyzus , not content with diltinguifhing 
his fidelity by tracing out this dangerous con- 
fpiracy , gave ftrong proofs of his courage in a 
battle againft the adherents ofARTABANUs, who 
raifed a rebellion to revenge his death. He 
was afterwards thought the fitteft perfon to 
command in ASgypt , where the natives had 
taken the advantage of thefe troubles to throw 
off' their obedience to Perfia, and were ftrongly 
1'upported by the Athenians. Mecabyzus de- 
feated the rebels and their allies in a battle 
near Memphis , and foon reduced them to 
furrender , upon this fingle condition , that 
their lives fhould be fpared. 

Thou wilt wonder that I pafs over in 
lilcnce a few fuccceding years of this great 
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man’s life ; let it fuffice to fay, that by a fieady 
obl'ervajice of duty through the remaining part 
ol it, he expiated the Ihort folly he had been 
guilty of, in departing from that ftri6t fub- 
million to his prince which is required by 
the laws of Perlia. Thofe who were ac- 
quainted w ith his high fpirit , and high no- 
tions of honor , were perhaps lefs furprifed 
than others at his indignation, to fee his fuc- 
cefsful fervices fo ill requited , as that the 
./Egyptian prifoners, and Inarius , their pre- 
tended king, fhould be put to death, contrary 
, to the public faith , which he had engaged to 
them for their fafety. On his return to court, 
our monarch , who perhaps thought him not 
fufficiently humbled , or had a mind to put 
his fidelity to a trial, took hold of an occafion 
to banilh him to Cirta., on pretence tjjat he 
had violated, a handing law of the empire , 
which enjoins that ijorie ihould dare at any 
hunting to ftrike the beaft, before the king had 
thrown his javelin. Megabyzus behaved him- 
felf with fuch relignation in his exile , that, 
by the intercellion of his friends , he was 
reftored to the royal favor , and employed to 
oppofe the attempts of CiMOji. The conltant 
run of ill fuccefs, which attended us in eve- 
ry engagement with the Greeks, had fo dif- 
pirited our foldiers , that all the conduit of 
Megabyzus could not infpire them with cou- 
rage , in a battle which he ventured ajpinft 
the Athenian general on the coafis of Cilicia. 
This induced him to be a ftrenuous advifer of 
peace, that the empire might have leifure and 
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opportunity to recover its Ioffes. The condi- 
tions of the treaty , which goes by the name 
of Cimon’s peace, were, as- thou knowelt , 
rather fuited to the exigency of our affairs , 
than the honor or advantage of the empire, 
and occafioned at firlt great difcontents among • 
the people. But Megabyzus both forefaw and 
foretold the advantages which mult enfue to 
us, when the Greeks, delivered from foreign 
wars,' would in all probability turn their arms 
again!! themfelves. This always made him at- 
tentive to the progrefs of thole dilturbances, 
which the reltlefs ambition of the Hates, where 
thou relidelt , perpetually excites. He employ- 
ed Arthmius of Zelis to foment the quarrels 
between Athens and Sparta; and when the 
war now carrying on was ready to break out, 
propofed in council , that thou fhouldft be fent 
to watch over the counfels of Greece. Thou 
gaveft him fo much fatisfa$ion in this employ- 
ment, that on his death-bed he fpoke of thy 
abilities in the Itrongeft as well as the kindelt 
terms, to the king himfelf, whp did him the 
honor of a vifit. 

And in truth, my Cleander , thou haft 
occalion for the patronage of all thy friends. 
Teribazus, the treafurer, whofe crafty in- 
linuating temper thou ' art not unacquainted 
with , privately impels that politive old coun- 
fellor, the mailer of the polls, to fpread about * 
difadvantageous reports of thy conduct. They 
give out, that thou haft indeed tranfmitted the 
news of the Piraeus with tolerable exatSnefs; 
but neither raifed up friends to Perlia , nor 
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penetrated into the fecrets of the Athenian 
counfels. That, inliead of joining with Cleon 
and his fadion, whom it is our inte'reft to fup- 
port, as they delire the continuance of the war, 
thou converfelt with none but thofe who ‘de- 
clare lor peace , and even minglelt in their 
cabals. Petisas, the eunuch, and Artasiras, 
keeper of the records, do thee ill offices. The 
chief aim of this foolifh intrigue, of which I 
have taken Tome pains to get to the bottom, is 
to contrive thy removal from Athens , that one 
Timocles may be thy fuccelfor. He is a rhe- 
torician of Euboea , who having fled his coun- 
try for debt , has rambled over molt part of 
Greece, and procured recommendations to fome 
of the fatraps here. He appears, from the little 
I have feen of him, to be a talkative conceited 
pedant , pretending to great correfpondences 
in Greece , and to be well Hulled, not only in 
the politer arts, which have been his Itudy, 
but in the politics of each republic, and the 
difpolitions of the ruling men. He is a conltant 
attendant at the tables of feveral of our fatraps, 
to whom he pays an alfiduous court, by flat- 
tering every fplendid vanity , and complying 
with each fantaliic humor of his patrons; the 
never-fading arts by which a paralite and fyco- 
phant finds means to lhut the doors of the 
great againft modeft worth. I can affure thee , 
‘that the calumnies of thy enemies make no 
impreflion upon the mind of our fovereign. 
He has fupported the remonftrances of Gobryas, 
by fuch exprefs orders to the treafurer con- 
cerning thy remittances , as he w r ill not dare 
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to difobey. That honeft minifter is employed 
in the friendly but difagrecable office of fettling 
the affairs of Megabyzus’s family', which aye 
much disordered bv the infamous practices of 
Apoixonides, the phyfician. 1 know not how * 
to explain to thee , at this diftance , fuch a 
complication of guilt. That Coan wretch has 
dared to pollute the honor of the royal blood, 
and Stain the bed of his mafter and benefactor 
with adultery. But let me draw a veil over 
this Scene of iniquity, and only with that the 
name of Amytis may not defcend to poflerity 
in the annals of the family of Achxmenes. 
The bare touching this fubje6t renews my f grief 
for the lofs of fo able a minifter , which thofe 
alone are capable of feeling as they ought , 
whom hiftory and experience teach how mucli 
the influence of one Superior genius contributes 
to the hgppinefs of nations <l . Farewel. 

From Sufa. , P. 

61 It is not imprpper to obferve here once for all, 
that the principal fads in tfiefe letters, relflting to Mega- 
by7.us and his family , are likewife mentioned . though 
with lefs accuracy and fewer circumftances , in the frag- 
ments of Ctesias , which are ufually printed at the end 
of Herodotus. The confirmation which thofe fragments 
receive from our collection , will probably give (he reader 
a better opinion of the Cnidian phyfician's veracity, whole 
fabulous accounts of India have greatly funk the credit of 
his Perfian hiftory ; though one would imagine that his 
long relidence iu the court of Artaxerxes Mwemon', and 
his perfonal favor with that prince , mult have enabled 
him to compile it from the molt authentic materials'. 
Note by the Trauflator. 
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LETTER. CIII. 

' • 

Oleander to Orsames. 

I have taken all opportunities of improving 
my acquaintance with Socrates. The feveral 
conversations I have, had with him, on the 
fubjedt of religion , give me no reafon to repent 
of it. And this thou wilt perhaps think ftrange, 
when I ingenuoufly confefs to thee , that he 
has unfettled the favorable fentiments I enter- 
tained before , of every known mode of po- 
pular worlhip eftablilhed on the earth: fuch is 
either the dexterity or the force of his reafon- 
ings. We walked out together the other day 
in a very fpeculative mood , at fome diftance 
from the city, towards the lhore , where we 
furveyed the ravages which the fea has lately 
made on the oppolite coaft of Euboea. It was 
a melancholy profpe# to obferve trees torn up 
by the rodts ; the hopes of the hufbandman 
floating on the furface of the waters ; and as 
the fcene made a Itrong imprefllon on my 
fancy, fo it called up my companion. I could 
not help crying out , in a fit of very humane 
enthuliafm , “ Good Providence ! why doft 

“ thou fuller the evil principle to deform and 
“ defolate thy works! How will it glad the 
“ univerfe to fee the day , when the power 
“ indulged to this being fhall fubmit to thine!” 
Socrates- interrupted me , while I was 
running on in my complaints ; “ And pray , 
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44 (faid he,) Cleander, do you know the in- 
44 tention of the Creator, in producing that 
44 infinite variety of weeds and infers, which 
44 follow one another in numberlefs fucceflions 
44 every hour , and which fuffer as much from 
44 the tread of the thinking philofopher, as of 
44 the heedlefs peafant? Thefe always feem 
44 fuperfluous, and are often inconvenient to 
44 us ; and yet doubtlefs have their ufe and im- 
44 portance in the fyftem. Are you acquainted , 
“.(continued he,) with the defign of the 
* 4 fhip wright in each rope, fail, or timber, 
44 that contributes to the buildipg of a galley ? 
44 And yet you can trufi to his difcretion and 
“ experience in fuch matters. Perhaps the 
“ tone of every firing upon the Doric harp 
? may , when feparately taken , be jarring 
44 and unpleafant ; and yet their founds are fo 
44 exa6Uy proportioned to each other, as to 
44 compofe the mofi firiking and engaging me- 
“ lody. Will you then place lefs confidence 
u in the mechanifm of the divine artift , than 
“ in that of a lhipwright ? Or , becaufe you 
44 know more of the harmony of an harp than 
44 of the univerfe, will you doubt the tkill of 
44 him who formed the mufic of the fpheres, 
44 and preferves the minuteft atom that lies 
44 under our feet, or the largefi orb that rolls 
44 over our- heads , in its proper fituation?” 
44 The fubmiffion you recommend (returned I) 
44 is a good maxim.” t 44 If then (anfwered he) 
44 you are by no means mafter' of the volume 
44 of nature, why fhould you pretend to cri- 
44 iicife it ? If you are perfuaded of the Deity’s 
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exiftence and omnipotence; of the boundlefs 
“ wifdoin , bertevolence, and rectitude of bis 
“ nature ; fatisfy your doubts with the rational, 
“ as well as pious, folution, that whatever hap- 
“ pens , either in the natural or moral world, 
“ with refpe6t to its ultimate tendency , and 
“ the good of all , operates as it ought to do. 
“ And that oriental doctrine of the future 
“ resignation of power to be made by Arjma- 
il ntus to Oromasijes, is neither more nor lefs 
u than a figurative or allegorical manner of 
il exprening this plain truth. Who knows but 
“ the guardian genius of our bate may have 
“ turned the inundation, refulting neceffarily 
“ from tliofe general laws by which matter is 
“ dire$ed * on the coaft of Euboea, where it's 
“ confequenees are lefs fatal than they would 
“ have been on that of Athens ? Perhaps, 
u therefore , W'e have reafon to be particularly 
“ thankful. Let that be as it will ; it is agreed 
“ that filorms and teinpelts are of fervice in 
“ clearing the atinofphere from Vapors : and 
u why may not earlhcpiakes and torrents, how- 
“ ever they injure and diltrefs us for a while, 
u anfvver fome unknown purpofes of lalting 
“ benefit? Of thefe things we are both in- 
“ competent and improper judges. ” 

“ I fee (interrupted I) what you aim at: 
u you would argue that all evil is partial, and 
u not abfolute ; that what- we fee of it arifes 
u not from any malevolent being, countera&ing 
“ the good one, but from the original fcheme 
<c and qonltitution of things. At the fame time you 
“ niuft own, that uninterrupted tradition, one 
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of the moft univerfal and acknowledged ar- 
“ guments for the belief of a Providence, fpeaks 
“ as lirongly in fupport of the opinion which 
“ you controvert. This opinion has been long 
“ held by the Perfians, and many other na- 
“ tions of the world. For they thought (and 
“ rightly I believe) that evil in no fliape what- 
“ ever could be derived from God : they 

thought, that as he is perfectly good, he 
tc could never intermix the lealt thare of it in 
“ his works; and as he is perfectly wife, they 
“ imagined, if the whole had depended on his 
“ will , he would have been careful to con- 
trive it better. ” u From fuch narrow and 
u contracted views of the fyftexn (replied So- 
“ crates) men have conceived it neceflary to » 
u fuppofe an Arimanius, in order to clear 
“ difficulties ; little apprehending that all evil, 

“ like the viper, carries along with it an an- 
“ tidote for the pdifon it fhcds. We find vice, 

“ or moral evil, is attended with pain, or na- 
“ tural evil: by this means men are brought 
“ to a fenfe of what is right, and natural evil 
11 in its turn produces moral good. By another 
11 revolution, very obvious and frequent, moral 
“ good brings forth natural good ; and that , 

“ producing riot and excefs, again brings forth 
“ moral evil. Such is the revolving condition 
“ of things ; nor is any part of the creation 
u calculated to unhappy ends, in the whole 
11 golden chain of caufes and effects, which 
u hangs down from heaven to earth , and is 
u fixed to the foot of Jove’s throne. You fee 
u there is no.occalion for the bad principle , 


Digitized by Google 



i6o 


ATHENIAN 


“ to account for appearances in morals or in 
“ phylics. It is then highly reafonable to be- 
“ lieve there is none. ” But, (faid I) to wave 
“ the fuppofition of a malevolent being ex- 
ifting from all eternity ; methinks another 
“ opinion is not abfurd , which is derived from 
“ ancient tradition , that before the formation 
“ of the world out of Chaos , a certain fpirit 
“ of high order revolted from his allegiance to ' 
“ the Deity , and drew off with him a large 
“ number of demons. Thefe perpetually en- 
“ deavour to difturb the regularity of the uni- 
“ verfe , and are more, efpecially employed in 
“ haunting the ways of men , and fuggefting 
“ to us tliofe iniquities, which may reduce us 
“ to the fame ftateof mifery with themfelves. ” 

“ Even this fentiment, anfwered Socrates, 

“ appears to me liable to fuch difficulties as 
“ fufficiently explode it ; although it is fecure 
“ from the great variety of contradictions , on 
“ which the other is founded. It is improbable, 

“ that a being fo excellent in rational endow- 
“ ments, and therefore fenfible of his own 
“ finitenefs, fhould entertain a thought of re- 
“ belling againft the infinite Providence. We 
“ find even men , frail and fhort-fighted as they 
“ are, expofed to innumerable unruly appetites, 

“ and ever complying with their impulfe, are, 

“ when they commit vice , far from meaning 
“ to affront the Deity, and only defign to gratify 
“ a craving and tormenting pafhon. Such 
“ beings , as the revolted ones you fpeak of, 

“ could not then be fo abfurd, as to attempt 
“ dethroning that power who raifed them from 

nothing, 
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(< nothing, and by whofe goodnefs they fubfifted; 

44 and as they were of fo fublime a nature, they 
“ could be open to no padion , but the more 
44 refined one, of ambition or of pride. From 
“ ihe faint attacks of both tliefe, the purity of 
44 their judgments would preferve them: in 
44 the former cafe , a juft fenfe of the divine 
li perfections ; in tlie latter , of their own. 

44 Elfe , I would aflk, of what value is exalted 
44 reafon ? But granting there is this common- 
44 wealth of evil fpirits exifting in the vaft ex- 
44 panfe; yet I doubt whether they are fuffered 
to break in upon the borders of our world. 

44 To fpeak plainly , I mult think their agency 
I 4 here not only neither terrible nor trouble- I 

44 fome, but entirely unneceflary. Our .virtue 
4< is fufficiently affaulted by internal padions 
41 or external allurements ; and reafon often 
4i quits the field, unequal to the combat. It 
4i is to be prefumed, therefore , if thefe fpirits 
41 are permitted to infnare mankind, that the 
** good Being gives us , in thofe moments , an 
44 extraordinary power, to adilt our reafon in 
41 withltanding the extraordinary temptations 
4< which engage our appetites. So that, ad- 
44 nutting the fa# to be as you date it, we are 
il jult in the condition in which we were be- 
4i fore , as to the proportion of temptation to 
44 invite tranfgredion, and of reafon to fupport 
44 virtue. Hence I maintain that th£ agency 
44 of thefe beings is unnecelTary ; and as the 
44 wifeft of all Beings can do nothing that is 
44 fuperfluous, I muft think the opinion is an 
44 error, howeyer fupported by tradition, or 
2 . 11 
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“ enforced by authority. The truth is, the 
“ belief of the evil principle (as I have already 
“ explained to you) arofe from the conjectures 
“ of Ignorance; and the worfhip of him arofe 
“ from the fuggeltions of Fear ; the two fatal 
“ ingredients of Superfiition, which begins in 
“ the firft, and terminates in the laft. For the 
“ underltanding and the paffions reciprocally 
“ mifreprefent objects, and ferve to confirm 
“ one another in their mutual millakes. I 
“ hardly imagine this idolatry took place foon 
“ after the creation of things , or early in a 
“ ftate of innocence and nature. The human 
“ race would be pleafed in the beginning with 
“ the frelhnefs and novelty of all around 
“ them. They would addrefs themfelves to 
“ the good principle, in fongs of thankfgiving; 
“ and as, during their artleffnefs and limplicity , 
“ fcarcely any natural evils, and no moral evils 
“ appeared, they would not turn their thoughts 
“ or adoration to the had principle. And 
“ indeed it is rational to l'uppofe , that it 
“ would be in the infancy of an undepraved 
“ world, as in the infancy of man. We Ihould 
“ be more governed by hope, a pallion that 
lt attends the harmlefs and unpractifed ; than 
“ by fear , a paffion that grows only from dif- 
“ appointments and experience. Afterwards, 
“ when regular focieties were, by degrees, fcat- 
“ tered over the face of the earth, natural evil 
“ increafing with the improvements of art and 
“ the fantafiic elegancies of life , and moral 
“ evil fpringing up from the refinements of 
“ policy and the ‘jarring interefts of private 
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44 perfons and o| nations , mankind became 
44 dilfatisfied with the difpenfations of Pro- 
“ vidence, not apprehending they had brought 
“ thefe calamities on themfelves ; endeavoured 
“ to fearch for the caufe of them ; and at laft 
“ d relied up in their affrighted imaginations 
“ that airy vifion of the malicious being. Thus 
“ Hands the origin of the opinion , whofc 
<i p*’°gi’efs 1 take to have been this : 

“ When the difficulty of accounting for 
“ the phenomenon of evil was firft ftarted.in 
“ the minds of men , they thought their God 
u was enraged with them , believing he had 
44 the feeds of peevifhnefs within him as yvell 
44 as they; and in order to mollify him, they | 
44 worfhipped him under the particular con- 
“ fideration of his angry actions. This was 
4t done in many countries by the worfhip of 
44 evil characters recorded in their hiftories, 

44 which were thought to be emblematical of 
41 the wrathful agency of the Deity. In Tyre, 

41 and in Carthage, (a Tyrian colony,) they 
44 ftill continue to offer human facrifices to 
44 Saturn , or Moloch, who probably was 
“ once a cruel tyrant in that kingdom, and 
44 adored upon his death, to prevent him from 
44 perfevering, in another lile, in the male- 
44 volentdifpofitions he had fhovvn to his people 
44 in this. The worfhip of Saturn was after- 
44 wards interpreted to bear a general allufion 
44 to the diforder obferved in the fyftem, and 
44 regarded only as a peculiar’ manner of ap- 
44 peafing the anger of the one Deity. The 
“ «afe was the fame in ^Egypt as to the wmrfhip 
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“ of Typhon , who, in his Jiifiorical capacity, 

“ was tlie dilturber of his country, as Osiris 
“ was the benefador of it ; in his allegorical , 

11 he was the burning heat of the fun pro- 
“ ducing drought in their lands, and the anger 
“ of the Deity exerting itfelf in the puniflunent 
“ of the world. But when men faw an un- 
“ interrupted train of evils come in upon them, 

“ inftead of here and there an inconvenience 
u or a mifchief as at firlt, they thought thefe 
different operations could not be derived 
u from one caufe; and to remedy the feeming 
“ inconliliency, they imputed the good effeds 
“ to one being, and the evil to another. Hence 
“ they implored the affiltance of the one, and 
“ deprecated the refentmentofthe other; never 
u relieving, that however they might hope to 
u foften a being various in his temper , it was 
“ abfurd to entreat or exped compaflion from 
“ one periiedly malicious. ” ' I am very much 
“ obliged to you , Socrates , ( faid i , ) for 
u your, unreferved difquifition of this matter; 

“ and lince we have entered fo fairly and in- 
u fenfibly into tlie fubjed of idolatry, I wilh 
“ you would go on with it. ” “ We are now « 

“ (anfwered the philofopher) returned to the 
“ city, and my engagements call me to a fym- 
“ polium w r ith Alcibiades. But I flatter my- 
“ felf another opportunity will foon be offered 
“ to us. ” And fo we parted. 

Whether there was any weight in thefe 
reafonings , thy penetration will inform thee. 
Thou wilt at leaft judge from hence, how freely 
Socrates difcourfes on every point of moral 
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inltrudion and popular 'belief. For my own 
part, I was lilenced , not convinced by his 
arguments; or, if I were convinced, I was 
unwilling to be converted by them. 

The detection of error, Orsames , is as 
neceffary to the confirmation of truth, as the 
contemplation of vice to the pradice of virtue. 

And vet I quefiion, whether it be worth while 
to think lor ourfelves upon thefe matters, to 
reform fpeculative errors, and depart from re- 
ceived opinions. Such inquiries expofe a man 
to various cenfures. The difcreet upbraid him 
with imprudence, the prejudiced with abfur- 
dity, the dull with affedation , and the bigots 
with impiety. In Greece indeed there is one f 
circumftance attending thefe ftudies , which 
prevents the ill confequences that might other- 
wife arife from them. For the philofophers , 
not efteeming the people fit to be admitted into 
their Arcana , lay it down , that truth is in- 
tended for* private entertainment , rather than 
for public utility ; as if it were like the water 
of the Choafpes , whofe refrefhing draughts 
are indulged to none but the fovereigns of 
* Afia. 

C 
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LETTER CIV. 


Cleander to Smerdis the Mage. 

/V^V^onder not, wife Smerdis, that I fre- 
quently fend thee my obfervations on human 
nature, and its efforts towards wifdom in this 
country. Allure thyfelf , no place in the world 
affords fuch variety as Greece. Thou, who 
art ufed to converfe with a people contented 
with the wifdom of Zoroaster, livelt in per- 
| petual calm. Thou canlt have no conception 
of the turns and whimlical falliesof the human 
inind, where full liberty is indulged. The peace 
which arifes from an union of opinion , is like 
a dead Itill fea; without danger indeed, but it 
lhows not the Itrength and nature of that ele- 
ment. In this place , if a man preferve but an 
external regard for the gods, the principles of 
philofophy. and religion are mere matters of 
choice. He may take what mailer he pleafes; 
or, if he like it better, (which fome have 
affected,) he may take none, and fo have the 
credit of being felf-taught , and perhaps too 
of being the only follower, as well as founder, 
of h is fyltem. 

There is a man of no fmall note at Abcfera, 
who to - a knowledge of nature has joined that 
of mankind. By a conltant train of reafoning, 
founded on experiment, he attained the one; 
and the change of manners, that a courfe of 
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travels prefented him, gave him a fufficient 
infight into the other. The refult of this im- 
proved genius is fomething extraordinary; he 
very much affeds folitude, but with no defign. 
towards ferious fpeculations; nothing is farther 
.lrorn him : he lhuns men , not to avoid the 
gaiety of converfation and the impertinence 
of mirth , but becaufe he can enjoy himfelf 
better, and be merrier without them. Nobody 
laughs more heartily at a jell he has juft heard, 
than this philofopher does at his own ordinary 
reflections. Ilis imagination affords him a 
conftant fupply of ridiculous images ; but if 
any of his neighbours interrupt his merriment 
by falling in his way, he turns the laugh upon 
them. It is to no purpofe to tell him they are 
difpofed to he ferious ; that they exped his 
condolence for the lofs of their treafure , the 
failure of a vintage, or the death of a relation. 
He knows no palTioh but one ; and whatever 
turn of mind their fortune gives them , his is 
always to be merry. In fhort, if he hears that 
an heir’ is born , or a family is extind ; if he 
be told of new honors conferred , or difgrace 
falling upon a great man ; of the fuccefs of an 
army , or its defeat ; his laughter is equally 
immoderate. This philofophic turn has foine- 
thing fo particular in it, that the whole town 
agreed to fend for Hippocrates to cure him 
of his frenzy. The pliyfician , upon his arrival, 
found him in the laborious employment of 
diffeding animals , and was received with a 
loud laugh; which, however, was fo far from 


Digitized by Googli 


I 


168 ATHENIAN 

convincing him of his patient’s diforder, that, 
after fome converfation with him , he turned 
back with indignation, and faid , he was the 
only man amongft them in his found l’enfes. 

Thou, my venerable friend, whofe com- 
pofed mind is as the ferene brightnefs of the 
moon , wilt almoft fancy this extravagant cha- 
ra<Ser is of my own forming. But I allure 
thee I have heard alfo of another mafler in 
philofophy of a dire# oppolite turn , who 
weeps at every tiling which raifes the mirth 
of the odd citizen of Abdera. 1 cannot tell 
which of thefe two to prefer ; and it is im- 
poflible to approve both. But I think , if that 
learned phylician had confined them together, 
till they had reconciled their fyftems to each 
other , he would have taken a reafonable 
method of bringing them to that moderation 
which thou art too w r ell acquainted w r itli , 
either to let the vice and mifery of our fpe- 
cies fubjedl thy mind to perpetual melancholy, 
or the vanities and follies of it be the materials 
for thy fport and merriment. Farewel. 

^ H. 
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LETTER C V. 

Artaxerxes the King to Oleander. 

TP h e fatisfatftion which you have given us , 
by your diligence and abilities in the difcharge 
.of your employment at Athens, hath been fo 
great, that we have not only ordered our mi- 
nifters to fignify it to you in their di (patches , 
but beftowed feveral marks of our royal favor 
upon you, as a juft reward of your faithful 
fervices. 

We .do not doubt of the continuance of 
that zeal and induftry which hath hitherto ap- 
peared in your conduct ; and have therefore 
thought fit to intruft you with an affair of the « 
higheft importance , which demands as much 
fecrecy in the management , as fpeed in the 
execution. You cannot be ignorant , that 
during the time of our royal father, the people 
ofBoeotia, particularly the Thebans, were well 
affe<ited to the Perfian caufe , and , even in 
oppofition to the reft of Greece , made the 
fubmiflion of earth and water , which was 
demanded of them ; perfevering in their fide- 
lity to us inviolably , till the unfortunate battle 
of Plalaea. We have lately received undoubted 
intelligence, that notwifhftanding the change 
which happened at Thebes , foon after that 
a&ion , and the general notion , that the city 
is entirely devoted to the intereft of Lacedae- 
mon , there /till fubfift great remains of the old 
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Median faftion, who want nothing but en- 
couragement from us , and fupplies of money, 
to take the government into their hands. Upon 
thefe grounds we direct you, that without the 
leaft delay, or (laying for further orders, you 
fet out for Thebes ; and if you find things in 
the condition in which we have reafon to 
believe they are, you mult concert, with the 
defcendants of Timagenes and ArtAginus, 
(families well known for their adherence to 
our intereft , ) thofe alterations in the fenate 
and magiltracy , which may bring that Hate back 
to its former meafures. It will then be eafy 
for you to prevail, that we may be admitted 
into the PeloponneGan league , or at- lealt the 
Boeotian confederacy; and that a proper place 
of arms , as the fortrefs of Elatea , may be 
provided for the reception of the troops w r e 
Ihall fend to their affiltance. We have or- 
dered our treafurer Teribazus to fend you , 
by the (hip which conveys this packet, re- 
mittances fufficient to enable you to put our 
defign in execution ; and fo not doubting that 
you will exert your utmoft induftry and abili- 
ties to accomplifh this important fervice, we 
recommend you to the prote#ion of Oro- 

MASDES. 

Given at Sufa the palace , the a ad of the 
moon Aban, in the 41ft year of our reign. 

P. 
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LETTER C VI. 

Cleander to Orsames. 

I met Socrates very lately returning from a 
facrificq , at which he had been prefent with 
many others in the temple of Minerva. “ I 
efteeinmyfelf extremely fortunate, (faid I,) in 
meeting you at a feafon fo opportune for re- 
ligious {‘peculations. You know the claim which 
I have upon you ; and though various things 
have palled fince our lalt conference , in the 
daily courfe of bufmefs and converfation in 
which we are engaged ; yet I allure you , my’ 
thoughts have often recurred to the matters 
you infilled on. ” After fome recolleCtion, the 
philofopher began thus: “That the belt things 
are liable to the greateft degeneracy, is a very 
evident maxim; becaufe in their original for- 
mation they are furtheft from it. The ftep 
from one degree- of imperfection to another , 
is not fo finking as the fall from perfeCt purity 
to abfolute depravity. The fiate of religion in 
the world comes up to this obfervation. When 
it was fent down from .heaven, it was amiable 
as its divine author, agreeable to the conclu- 
lions of reafon , and the furelt ally of it ; in 
a word, every way fuited to that plan of aCtion 
which is belt for moral agents. But now it 
has contracted intricacy, and thrown off its 
flmplicity ; it has adopted feverity inliead of 
cheerfulnefs ; and though , according to the fair 
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exemplar engraven on the v n taintedl mind, it 
was the moit unfit cover for the purpofes of 
guilt, 'it is become the common inftrument of 
iniquity and diflimulation. Thefe are the cor- 
ruptions of weak heads and unfound hearts. 
The former have made religion an abfurd thing, 
and the latter an immoral one. Like an ufeful 
medicine, it was firlt fpoiled by the mixture of 
•fuperltition, which intoxicated the reafon, and 
then vice applied it to poifon the manners of 
mankind. Indeed, no thorough reformation 
in the pradtice of the world can be expecSed, 
unlefs the theory and foundation of virtue is 
regulated better; and while the belief of Po- 
lytheifm prevails over that of the unity, it is 
impoffible to eltablifli either. For till a juli 
notion of the nature and attributes of God is 
popularly taught, the only Itrong bafis of moral 
fpeculation is wanting to fupport the edifice of 
moral condu#. Whenever that principle is 
inculcated , fictitious deities will be abolifhed ; 
and we lhail perceive it to be with improve- 
ments in religion , as it may fome day or other 
be with phylics, e fleets , before imputed each 
to a particular caufe , will be aferibed to die 
true general one; for the more we know of 
nature and morality, the fimpler we find both.” 
4i By way of introduction, (faid I,) Socrates, 
to your thoughts on the fife of idolatry , to 
which your difeourfe has now brought you; 
let me alk you, whether it is not probable, 
that God would, in condefcenfion to human 
infirmities , when firlt he fettled man , that 
flow and fhallow reafoncr in the world, make 
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fome fupernatural revelation of himfelf to him, 
in a manner that fiiould alfe& his ftnfes. ” “ I 
was going to have fuggefied the fame remark , 
(anfwered he;) and it is from hence we may 
trace the origin and progrefs of that worfhip , 
which , though ltruck out in the wildnefs of 
barbarifm , has been confirmed by the fober 
policy of legiilators. For alter God had put 
us on the right track , it is reafonable to fup- 
pofe, he would withdraw all fenlible mani- 
feltations of himfelf, and fufl'er the fpecuiative 
improvements of men to keep pace with their 
practical. Neverthelefs , tradition would be 
unable to (maintain genuine and unadulterated 
fentiments of him. The grofs conceptions of 
men would (till be feeking after fome vilible 
emblems or fymbols.- In fuch circumftances , 
they would molt readily regard the fun , whom 
they found to be the great difpenfer of light 
and warmth, as the vicegerent of Providence 
in the fyltem , to whom the divine energy was 
more efpecially communicated. They would 
conlider the moon too as advancing the fruits 
of the earth by her milder and qualified beams; 
and in a fubordinate degree would reverence 
the ftars and planets. 1 would even carry this 
fondnefs of the early ages for fenlible exhibi- 
tions much farther. For becaufe the fplendor 
of thefe celeltial fires would fometiines be 
withdrawn from us bv their necelfary courfes, 
or concealed by clouds and tempelts ; it was 
not unnatural to have recourfe to fymbols of 
our own making , and to addrefs ourfelves to 
ordinary terrelirial fire. This would be indeed 
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the emblem of an emblem ; and when once 
men were%dding to their number , one may 
without difficulty conceive how foon the ge- 
nerality vvould be diflra(9ed with them, and 
fix their devotion on that objedt , which was 
defigned only to raife the attention. In con- 
fidering the feveral parts of the oeconomy, 
alter having paid fo much honor to the active 
powers, they could not negled the fubjeet of 
their genial operations, the earth. And fo, in 
procefs of time , they fell down before the 
elements which compofe the world , then 
plants and animals, in lhort every thing derived 
from them , and adored the parents in the 
offspring. 

“ Such would be religion in a fiate of na- 
ture, unaffified by prielis and temples, un- 
adorned by offerings and ceremonies. But 
when once the arts of life were growing in 
the world , the rude inventor of a plough , the 
firft fovver of grain , the architect of a forry 
hut , would after their death be commemorat- 
ed in mournful rites , and worlhipped out of 
gratitude. Encouraged by the invention of 
thefe arts, men would by degrees unite them- 
felves in a focial liate. They would build 
cities, divide property, form communities, go 
out together to oppole their enemies. Hence 
legiflators, magiltrates, .and generals would 
arii’e ; and thofe who , by their artifice or 
abilities, could gain fuperior dignity and efteem, 
would be followed by the vows and entreaties 
of the people into another ftate , • as foon as 
they were departed Irom this. An imagination 
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that thefe heroes were capable of continuing 
their good offices to their friends in a future 
life , how quickly foever it rnay be fuggefied 
by the belief and delire of immortality incident 
to all men , would be the more obvious , if 
any tradition were remaining in the times we 
fpeak of, that good fpirits were formerly lent 
down by Providence to watch the earth and 
its inhabitants, and open any peculiar com- 
miffions to mankind. And now .theology be- 
came more complicated every day. 

“ The names of the fun and moon were 
jirft bellowed on a good, king or queen as a 
compliment, to intimate, that they refembled 
thofe bodies in their beneficial effects. After- 
wards, when the adoration of deified mortals 
was to be advanced into popular eltablifhment, 
their names were given to thefe celeftial lu- 
minaries , inftead of the name of each luminary 
being given to them. It was faid too, that 
they relided perfonally in different liars ; and 
hence every country has adapted the fphere 
to its diflind heroes. Thus the tranlition was 
very eafy from one fort of vvorfhip to the other. 
In more refined ages, the crafty legiflator pre- 
tended , that his authority came from fome 
old local hero, who had been.raifed into a 
tutelar god , either by the fuperliition of the 
worfhippers for his memory , or their pride 
in thinking they deferved his particular regard. 
To thefe gods , both family and national facri- 
fices and prayers were offered, agreeably to their 
various hiftoric tempers. We have already 
obfervedhow, during the worlhip of the natural 
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divinities , they proftrated themfelves before 
the elements of the fenfible or irrational fyftem. 
Analogous to that was the refpecft Ihown to the 
elements of the rational or intellectual, which 
took its rife from the human apotheofis. They 
adored jultice, fortitude, compaffion, and thole 
good qualities of the mind that had exalted 
the characters of heroes. ” “ The oddeft of all 

worlhip, (faid I,) is that performed to brutes 
by the ./Egyptians. I have taken fome pains 
to inquire into it ; and once I received a very 
ingenious and elaborate letter 62 on this fubject 
from a friend of mine, now travelling through 
the nomes of that country, whofe parts and 
learning I elteem highly. But I fliould be 
glad to know , whether your notion of it is 
the fame with that which has been taught 
me.” “ I thank you, (anfwered Socrates,) 
for mentioning a topic fo material to our pur- 
pofe ; for fome time ago I questioned a learned 
Athenian who had travelled into /Egypt, and 
received fatisfacSlory information concerning it. 
Briefly then , it was indebted for its begin- 
ning to the animal hieroglyphics, intended to 
exprefs the hiftories and powers of their. an- 
cient deified heroes. Thefe pictured fymbols, 
which were emblematical of their chara&ers 
both before and after the .apotheofis , being 
changed into living ones, that devotion , which 
was deligned to be conveyed through the me- 
dium of the figure or animal to the god, was 
' at 

See Letter lxxr. 
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at laft paid ultimately to the animal. From 
hero-worlhip is derived an infinite variety of 
legends and fables, to difguife the real objeois 
ol it; for when men began to reafon on thefe x 

points, and applied their natural underfiand- 
ings to examine matters 'of religion , they 
thought it abfurd to deify their own frail and 
imperfed fpecies. The priefts (who were 
originally appointed by the legiflators of go- 
vernments and commonwealths to ferve many 
purpofes of ufe to fociety) founded an alarm 
at thefe inquiries, which (truck at the molt 
lucrative part of fuperltition. This occalioned 
their pretending , that the greater hero-gods • 
were expreflive of the feveral attributes ot the 
firft caufe. And in ./Egypt particularly, they 
invented the phylical mythology , and new 
allegorical ceremonies to conceal the foibles 
and moral blemilhes recorded in the hiftories 
of their heroes and tutelary deities. ” “ Thefe 

accounts (returned 1) are very plaufible, and 
coincide nearly with what I have heard. But 
give me leave to alk your thoughts on the 
difpute fo much agitated between the Greeks 
and /Egyptians , whether Greece borrowed 
gods from /Egypt, or /Egypt from her. Se- 
veral treatifes have been written on both Tides, 
and copies of them have been tranfmitted to 
the learned in both nations. Eurydamus, the 
chief prielt in the temple at Eleufis , has 
gained great credit by his performance in de- 
fence of the Grecian claims. I am told » 
prieft of Heliopolis has lately written an anfwer 
to him.” 

3 , 13 
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u It is a difpute (replied the philofopher) 
in which no man of fenfe interefis himfelf, 
a»;d which concerns only thofe formal anti- 
quaries who lay much weight on points of 
imaginary moment. To me it feems wrapt up 
in impenetrable darknefs, and to this the for- 
geries produced on both lides have not a little 
contributed. If 1 have any opinion on the 
fubjeCt, it is this: lince it is generally allowed 
that .Egyptian colonies fettled here , I think 
it likely , that the fcience of religious rites , 
and the characters of heroes fit to be made 
gods, with the names proper to be given them, 

• were brought from thence , and applied to 
perfons in our own country. Many reafons 
might be offered in fupport of this fentiment; 
but 1 wave going into a detail of them ; and 
thus you have my thoughts on the origin and 
progrefs of idolatry, a fubjeCt , the curiofity 
of which is inferior to nothing but its im- 
portance. I have delivered myfelf openly to 
you , who are my friend ; as fome would fay, 

' dogmatically , and not after the manner of 
thofe cautious converfations which I hold in 
public with the fophifis. 

If you would know why I profefs not thefe 
things , and undeceive mankind , I anfvver, it 
is againft my principles to difturb the religion 
of my country. Wife men in every age are 
acquainted with all that I have communicated 
to you ; and when they meet with a fair op- 
portunity to work , or a fair difpofition in their 
neighbours to bear a reformation , let them 
zealoufly endeavour to effeCt it; but gradually, 
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and not at once; but gently, and not forcibly. 
Let them addrefs their arguments to the reafon, 
without ufing fuch methods of conviction as 
may ltir their own paffions , or excite the Itub- 
bornnefs of mankind. ” Thus Socrates dif- 
courfed , w hile 1 w as loft in admiration of him. 

C. 


LETTER CVII. 

I : » ■ r 

Cleander to Gobryas. 

• . • • I . I *'! 

X have received a letter from Hydaspes the 
chamberlain, which contains the melancholy 
news of Megabyzus’s death , and foine friendly 
cautions with regard to my own fafety, now 
endangered by the intrigues of my powerful, 
enemies. Lefs folicitous lor my private wel- 
fare than for that of Perlia, 1 poured out my 
i'upplications to Oromasdes , that he would 
not permit the detelied. author of ill to bring 
any farther misfortunes on the empire, when 
he ought to be fatisfied with having deprived 
Artaxerxes of his wifeft counfelior. 1 had 
fcarcely time to recover myfelf from the im- 
prellion which this fatal event made upon me, 
when a bark , fent exprefsly from Ephefus , 
brought me a difpatch , figned with the king’s 
own hand, and fealed with the royal lignet, 
which enjoins me immediately to repair to 
Thebes, to foment the practices of the Median 
faction in that city. 1 own to thee noble 


Digitized by Google 



fc 


180 ATHENIAN 

fcribe, I was not lefs furprifed at the order 
itfelf than the manner of wording it, and iny 
own defignation for the bufinefs. The Thebans 
have been reputed by the molt underfianding 
people here , to have been , ever fince the 
change in their government after the defeat of 
Mardonius, firmly attached to the Lacedae- 
monians, who have laid them .under firicter 
ties by facrificing Plataea laft year to their re- 
fentment. The king’s letter is drawn in fliort 
and general terms , giving me no particular 
directions to what perfons I am to apply, or 
what offers I am to make thofe who lhall be 
ready to affilt me. It is likewife unaccom- 
panied with any letter or explanation from the 
miniflers, as thou knoweft is conllantly prac- • 
tifed in a bufinefs of this nicety and importance. 

All thefe circumftances induce me to think, 

.not only that thou wert unacquainted with 
it , but that the whole is a contrivance of 
my enemies to remove me from a place where 
a five years’ refidence enables me to perform 
the duties of my ftation , to another , where I 
have no correfpondence, and can hope for no 
fuccefs. But as I lhall always elteem the 
king’s orders , however obtained , too facred 
for me (his poor Have) to difpute, I lhall 
take a journey to Thebes in the retinue of an 
Athenian agent , who is fent thither to treat 
of an exchange of prifoners. From thence you 
may expect to hear of me. In the mean time 4 

I prefume to hope, that, under the fhadovv 
of thy protection , I may find a fecure lhelter 
from the calumnies of my oppofers. 
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ATHENIAN NEWS. 

The plague is renewed at Athens, and fpreads 
daily. The Peloponnelian forces aflembed at 
Corinth under Agis king of Sparta , but were 
prevented from invading Attica by the earth- 
quakes .which have happened there , as well 
as in feveral parts of Euboea and Bceotia. In 
this city, part of the fortifications, and fome 
public buildings, particularly the Prytaneum, 
were thrown down by the violence of the 
fhocks. Two thoufand Athenians in fixty 
gallies , commanded by Nicias, after making 
an unfuccefslul defcent in the ifland Melos, 
pafled over to Oropus, and advanced to Tan- 
agrum in Jioeotia, where , receiving a rein- 
forcement out of Athens , they defeated the 
natives, and fet up a trophy. 

P. 


LETTER CVII I. 

Orsames to Cleander. From Bubaltus. 

J^Ierodotus has accompanied me through the 
Delta ; for having vifited ./Egypt a fecond time, 
he now is taking another journey into the eaft, 
in order to complete that noble work , which 
was read with, applaufe at Athens fome years 
ago ; and to colle# materials for a particular 
hiftory of Affyria and Babylon , which the 
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world may one day cxpe< 9 : from him. There 
is a city of ancient fame in Paleliine , lately 
rebuilt by the favor of our augult monarch , 
alter it had lain in ruins for.feveral years from 
its definition under the later AlTyrian kings, 
which he deligns to fee in his way. 

In our return from the pyramids, we came 
directly to Sais, a place of fuch fame and an- 
tiquity that no curious traveller would omit 
feeing it. The night we arrived there, the 
grand feftival of the lighting of lamps was fo- 
leinnized , which is obferved after a peculiar 
manner. All the houfes throughout the town 
of Sais are illuminated with rows of lamps fet 
round the windows on the out-lide , at which 
time a great facrifice is performed to the guar- 
dian Deity of the place , to which »as many as 
can conveniently refort from all parts of ./Egypt. 
But thofe who cannot be prefent there at the 
celebration of it , neglet not , wherever they 
are, to folemnize the night, and fo fet out 
lights before their houfes. By this means, not 
only the town of Sais, but the whole country 
of ./Egypt, is illuminated on that night. The 
Deity , in honor of whom the feftival is kept, 
is called by the Greeks, Minerva; but, if I 
conjeture right , with the ^Egyptians is no 
*)ther than their Isis, who, as I have elfe- 
where hinted to you, is made univerfal nature, 
though differently fpecified , and partially con- 
lidered, upon different occafions , under the 
feveral powers and attributes which the Greeks 
afcribe to their refpetive divinities. The ufe 
of lamps and torches, both in religious worlhip. 
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and for the purpofes of comition life, were 
(the ^Egyptians fay) originally their invention, , 
and firlt received from them. But however 
that he , it is certain they had them very an- 
ciently in their religious' revels and ceremonies; 
and the application of them to the mylteries 
of their worlhip, among other divine fymbols, 
has rendered the fymbol itfelf fo facred. in the 
hieroglyphics , that a lamp in that picfture- 
chara#er implies the whole myltery of the 
./Egyptian religion. From the ufo of torches 
and lamps , thus introduced into their religious 
ceremonies , came the practice of burning them 
at the fhrines of illultrious perfonages, whom 
the pallionate devotion of their friends defired 
to honor as divinities, and to rank among fu- 
perior natures ; of the antiquity of which 
cuftom a remarkable monument remains in 
Sais to this day. Mercherinus, the feventh 
king of the Memphite dynally, to foothe his 
grief for the lofs of an only daughter, ere6ted 
for her a magnificent repofitory adjoining to- 
ll is palace, and ordered a cafe of wood to be 
made in the fhape of an heifer, richly overlaid 
with gold , to inclofe her remains , intending ® 
thereby that divine honors fhould be paid to 
her memory , and to graft her worlhip upon «|> 
the reigning fuperfiition of ./Egypt. The heifer 
is as large as the life, in a kneeling polture , 
and covered with a fcarlet pall. Between the 
horns is fet a circle of gold refembling the 
rays of the fun. He appointed a certain number 
of priefts to burn incenfe before it in the day- 
time, and to light up lamps round the chamber 
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in the night, and fettled a Itipend upon them 
to continue the ceremony for ever. They con- 
ftantly once a year bring but the heifer into 
the open air, after the celebration of certain 
riles, which may be mj/orious, but feem highly 
abfurd in the vulgar account. For in thefe 
rites they are faid to fcourge a certain deity, 
whofe name the profane are not to know. The 
remains of the ancient palace at Sais are magni- 
ficent. The temple of the Goddefs, whom the 
Greeks call Minerva, contains the fepulchres 
of thofe ancient kings that were natives of the 
Saite nome. In the body of this temple is a 
magnificent ftone chamber, the columns of 
which are carved in imitation of palm-trees. 
Here are feen feveral of thofe obelifks, which 
were the ancient reprefentations of the celefiial 
divinities; and near to them is a ftone bafon, 
or lake, the workmanfhip of which is much 
admired. An infcription on the pavement of 
this temple countenances the opinion I have 
advanced , that the Deity of the place is Isis. 
The infcription runs thus: “ I am all that has 
“ been, that is, and that fhall be, and none 
“ among mortals has hitherto taken off my veil.” 
Amasis, who fubdued Apries , the lalt of the 
lineage of the Memphite kings , railed a portico 
to this building, which for its height and dimen- 
fions, and the largenefs of the ftones that compo- 
fe it, exceeds every thing of that kind in Aigypt. 
He placed about it colollal ftatues and fpliinxes 
of a prodigious fize. A little above the town 
is a grove called the fan&uary of Osiris, where 
the Saites maintain his fepulchre to have been, 
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We palled from Sais to Bubaftus , which 
is near the full extent of the Delta, part of 
the way by land, and part through the cuts 
, that communicate-between the feveral channels 
of the Nile. It were endlefs to defcribe to 
thee , Cj.ea.nuer , the beauty and richnefs of 
the country; or to enumerate the many ancient 
cities and towns , which prefented- themfelves 
to our notice in the whole way. But indeed, 
though all befpeak the magnificence and glory 
of this ancient kingdom, I know not any that 
affords a fight more pleafing than the city 
where I now am. It is fituate where the 
Bubaltic branch of the Nile feparates into two 
channels ; one of which difcharges itfelf into 
the fea at the Tanitic, the other at the Peluliac 
mouth. Thefe ftreams form a perfe6t peninfula, ' 
in which fiands the temple of Bubaltis ; the 
city itfelf lying-part between thefe ftreams, and 

S art fcattered on the two oppofite fides of the 
[lie beyond where the ftreams divide. The 
ground on all fides , whereon the buildings 
of the city are eretfted, was raifed by Sesostris, 
and afterwards by the ./Ethiopian king, to a 
greater height than any other town in ^Egypt. 
The peninfula only with the town remains on 
the fame level it always was, and is joined by 
a narrow ilthmus to the land , along which is 
a vilta of thick trees of the talleft growth, con- 
tinued for the length of three itadiurns into 
the town , and leading through the forum up 
an afcent to the temple of \ Mercury. The 

temple of Bubaltis, in length and breadth a 
Itadium , is likewife encompalfed with a thick 
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grove , that calls a delightful fhade , and is 
reflected on the water. It has a (lately portico, 
thirty cubits in height, upon which are figures 
and bas-reliefs of fix cubits*; and round the 
extremities of the ifiand runs a parapet of (tone, 
adorned with much curious fculpture. The 
temple , with the plantations about it, lying 
thus in the middle of the town, and furrounded 
with the water, has a mod beautiful effect, as 
you look down upon it from the city, on every 
(ide. The goddefs Bubastis is by the Greeks 
called Diana, but is in reality Isis , if one 
may regard the ancient infcription upon her 
pillar at Nyfa in Arabia. A little above the 
town begins that famous cut, which was in- 
tended for a communication between the Nile 
and the Ked Sea. The digging of it was firfi: 
attempted byNECo, the fon of Psammetichus, 
and twelve thoufand men perilhed in the work. 
Darius , after him , made a great progrefs with 
better fuccefs, but without completing it; dif- 
couraged , as tradition goes, by the report of 
bis furveyors , who apprehended it would, 
when finifhed, let in the fea upon the Lower 
./Egypt; the level of the Arabian gulph being, 
as they thought, higher than the Delta. The 
./Egyptians folemnize their religious revels at 
molt of their towns through the Deltar feveral 
times in the year. But thofe are mo(i fre- 
quented which attend the great facrifiees per- 
formed at Bubalius. Great numbers of both 
fexes come down the Nile at thefe times in 
boats together ; and the men and women , 
befides children ; that are brought to Bubalius 
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on occafion of thefe folemnities , are computed 
by the inhabitants to be feltlom fewer than 
feventy thoufand. Their mufic all the way is 
a ftrange difl’onance of flutes,, crotala, bad 
voices, and clapping of hands. At every town 
by the water-lid e they Hand up to the fhore , 
to give the women in the boats an opportunity 
of calling out to thofe at land, who never are 
at a lofs to anfwer them in the peculiar ribaldry 
of their water-language. While fome of the 
women are engaged in this lcurrilous diverfion, 
the reft are dancing, or making ridiculous 
geftures. 

Strange it is, Ci.ea.nder, and unaccount- 
able, that fuch mean buffooneries thould ever 
be miftaken for religious rites , or made pre- 
parative to the celebration of one of their 
greatelt feftivals. But it has been the policy 
of our government never to interfere with 
fuch national extravagancies , as are merely 
adapted to the genius of the vulgar. For as 
thefe inhibitions fall in with the natural bent 
of the common people , at the fame time that 
they have the fanction of religious ceremonies, 
there is nothing thev would with greater diffi- 
culty give up. The .Egyptian priehs could 
not have taken a furer method for ehablilhing 
their own authority, than by accommodating 
the national rites to that ftrong propenfion to 
farcical pomps and revels , which no where 
prevails more among the common fort than 
in Egypt. The people thus gratified and 
amufed, according to their own fenfe of things, 
and indulged in all their grolfelt prejudices, 
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prefume not to arraign the fuperior wifdom 
of their teachers , but aflent with an implicit 
reverence to their dilates. 

I lhall in a very few days fet fail from Pe- 
lufium. Herodotus will part from me at 
Magdolum , to pafs over Mount Cafius , and by 
the lake Serbon into Paleltine. That inquilitive 
traveller has taken abundant pains to examine 
into the learning of the ^Egyptian priefts, and 
lift out all the recondite doctrines of their re- 
ligion; yet, after all, he has caufe to complain 
of their mylterious refervednefs. It is difcoura- 
ging enough, I have often heard him fay, to an 
accurate hiltorian , who is to treat of their re- 
ligious ceremonies, that he muft, in many 
things , either affect the fame mylterious fecrecy 
himfelf , ,or appear to polterity to have been 
a collector of fenfelefs and ridiculous fables. 
Adieu. 

. - L. 


LETTER CIX. 

Oleander to Gobryas. From Thebes. 

X have been arrived fome days, noble fcribe, 
in this city; and whillt Critias, the Athenian 
agent , whom I accompanied , was employed 
in negotiating an exchange of prifoners, I en- 
deavoured to procure the intelligence of the 
general difpolition of the Itate, and the reliance 
which can be made on the defcendants ofthofe 
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citizens who were formerly in the Perfian in- 
tereft. My inquiry was much furthered by 
Cratippus, who has lately removed hither 
from Sparta , in order to penetrate to the 
bottom of an intrigue which is carrying on. 
between Thebes and Corinth. I leave his 
own letters on that affair to fpeak his vigilance 
and induftry ; but 1 ought in juftice to myfelf 
to add, that he concurs with me in opinion 
that my orders were grounded on falfe infor- 
mation. Thou w r ilt be able to judge how im- * 
practicable it would be to attempt any change 
of government here, when I tell thee, that the 
management of affairs is wholly in the hands 
of the Lacedaemonian faction. The fenate is 
compofed of their creatures ; the Polemarchs, 
or chief magiftrates of the city, who are chofen 
annually , and the Boeotarchs-, or governors , 
ot Boeotia , over which the Thebans claim a 
general jurifdi<5tion , are in the fame intereft; 
and the better to curb any attempts in favor 
either of Athens or Perfia , a ftrong garrifon is 
always kept up in the Cadm&i. The Lacedae- 
monians have much gained upon the affections 
of this people , by the feverities which , for 
their fakes , were inflicted upon the Plataeans. 
Befides, they are of all the Grecians the molt 
difficult to be forced out of any yptereft and 
alliances in which they have been long engaged. 
With regard to the remains of the Median lac- 
tion , which in the king’s letter are reprefented 
as confiderable both for their weight and num- 
ber, it is a faCt well known here , that the 
chiefs amongft them were delivered up by the 
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Thebans to Pausanias, the Spartan general , 
who put them to death at Corinth, that the 
Greeks might, from their example, be warned 
what punifhment thofe were to expert , who 
deferted the common intereli of their country 
to join w ith a foreign invader. This had the 
defired effed ; and the defcendants of Arta- 
cinus and Timagenes are fo far from having 
any inclination to revenge the death of their 
anceftors, that, had I applied to them , they 
would, in all probability, have delivered me 
up to the magifirates. As I therefore imagine 
it cannot be the intention of my royal matter, 
that I fhould expofe myfelf to danger , without 
any profpe& of doing him fervice , I fufpend 
the execution of my orders , till I receive thy 
anfvver , which I lhall expetft in this city; for 
the increafe of the plague at Athens renders 
my removal thith.er extremely hazardous. If 
the fuprerne council think my further relidence 
here unneceflary, I defire leave to take a pro- 
grefs to the celebrated temple at Delphi. 

The magiftrates of Thebes have received 
an exprefs, with an account of the ill fuccefs 
of Demosthenes , the Athenian, againft the 
iElolians. That general had fome fuccefs on 
his firlt invafion of their country ; but the 
natives having affembled their forces, attacked 
his armv in a] forefi furrounded by mountains, 
(the paffes of which they had feized,) and 
gave it a total defeat. 

Potent lord , it is from thee I expe<$l my 
chief fupport , under the uneafy ftate of mind 
to which the calumnies of my enemies have 
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reduced me. The effects of their malice, in 
the objections they make to my conduCt, are 
as weak as their malice itfelf is ltrong. When 
they reproach me with having made no friends 
to Perlia , do they contider , that for me to 
have concerned myfelf in practices of that na- 
ture without particular intiru&ions , would 
have been highly unwarrantable , and only 
brought ruin on my own head from all quar- 
ters, without advancing in one point the in- 
tereft of Artaxerxes ? It is even more than 
probable , that thofe who now blame me for 
inactivity , would then have been as liberal 
of their cenfures againlt my intermeddling with- 
out orders , and have exerted their beft en- 
deavours to procure adifavowal of my conduCt. 
When they accufe me of converting only with 
the friends to peace , they (how their utter 
ignorance of my courfe of life at Athens ; elfe 
they would know that I have acquaintance 
enough in both parties to difcover the fecrets 
of each ; and that I form my accounts impartially 
from their different reprefentations. 

If Philemon honors me with his friendlhip, 
and Nicias condefcends to take a frugal meal 
at iny houfe, 1 have received civilities, on the 
other hand, from Demosthenes andEpiGENEs; 
and not long before I left Athens , Cleon fent 
to atfure me , upon occalion of fome buGnefs 
which I offered to tranfad for him atEphefus, 
that he harboured no malice againlt me for what 

t , , o 

happened latt year in relation to the Iambics 6} . 

\ 

*3 See above, p. 77. 
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It was that unlucky affair , I am convinced, 
which gave, a color to the charge againli me, 
of intermixing in the cabals of Njcias’s faction. 
But if thou canftexcufe an imprudence, to which 
the warmth of wine and jollity gave rife, 1 can 
allure thee, upon the forfeiture of thy patronage, 
which I prefer far beyond any interefi or con- 
cern of my own , that I will religioufly avoid 
making myfelf obnoxious to any party for the 
future , except fuch as the king’s ffervice (hall 
at any time oblige me to ad again!!. I have 
troubled thee thus far, out of that regard which 
every man owes to his reputation ; for other- 
wife I defire not to be made the obje# of court 
intrigue. Suffer me to retire in peace to my 
paternal farm , in the ihady vale near the 
temple of the Ephefian Diana;, or quit the 
tumultuous forum of Athens, for the folitary 
groves of the Badxian Magi. Wrapt in their 
thickeft fhades , I may forget the diftrading 
cares of life, and the perplexities of bufinefs. 
The change will not only be for my quiet, 
but advantage; here I may learn to be an abler 
minifter,*but there to be a better man. 

Adieu. 

The 20th of the month Munychion. 

P. 


I 

LETTER 
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LETTER CX. 

Smerdis to Oleander. 

1 he infolence of the Greeks'is inextufable, 
Ceeander. If they enjoy advantages peculiar 
to themfelves , this lhould not be matter of 
triumph , finee they cannot be allured of their 
continuance. How fpecioufly was the liberty 
of Perfia guarded by the wifelt laws and fevereft 
difcipline, when the eftabliftunent fuffered an 
unavoidable revolution to its difadvantage ? 
Cyrus, the worthieft of all princes , who had 
been educated in the fchools of juftice and mo- 
deration, was the neceflary caufe of this change. 
His great mind could never meditate the op- 
prelTion of his country , though the accelTion 
of Media by inheritance, a valt kingdom under 
his abfolute fway, and the additional conquered 
provinces , had fufficiently enabled him to 
compafs it. This accumulated power, however, 
devolved to a lefs worthy fucceflor ; and thou 
knoweli the fequel. 

Liberty, which is the fecure enjoyment of 
natural rights under the falutary reltri<ftions of 
law , w r as long the inheritance of the Perlians. 
The prince, the fatraps, and the people, w ? ere 
in fubordination one to another;, but their 
dependance was folely on the laws-, to which 
they owed a common obedience. The prince 
was fupreme, and enjoyed the diftinguilhing 
marks of royalty ; but in his youth he was not 
a. i3 
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exempt from the rigorous difcipline of a Per- 
fian education. In the reft of the conftitution 
(which is peculiar to Perfta) the rank of the 
citizens ..was determined ordinarily by their 
years ; and the duties, privileges, and honoi's 
of the ftate were adapted to the particular ftages 
of youth, manhood, and old age: but the 
greatelt fhare of dignity and power was re- 
ferved for the laft, to crown thofe who had 
fliown a decent compliance with the laws , in 
a regular and laudable conduct through the 
former. The next honorable rank was man- 
hood , to which the citizens were admitted, 
if they had palled their youth in obedience, 
military exercifes , and honelty. Thus recom- 
mended, being arrived at maturity of ftrength 
and judgment, they were admitted into aCtive 
life, pleaded as advocates, or prefided as judges ; 
had the charge of the revenue , or employments 
of diftinCtion among the foldiery; or bore arms 
in the loweft capacity, as the ftate required, 
according to the determination of the aged , 
who having pafled. thofe offices with reputa- 
tion themfelves , governed the inferior orders , 
and regulated them by their counfels. Thus 
was every one engaged to fubxhiffion and obe- 
dience to the laws , by the hopes of arriving 
one day at the adrniniftration of them. This 
expectation kept the eager ambition of youth , 
and the cqoler , but no lefs dangerous , de- 
figns of manhood , in proper bounds , till age 
admitted them with fafefcy to a trait for which, 
their habitual virtue and experience qualified 
them. Thus private obedience to legal 
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authority was ealily kept up , which is the 
great bulwark of public liberty, and which 
free Hates find much difficulty .in maintaining; 
hecaufe the reltraint of it is iniftaken for llavery 
by the injudicious multitude, who delight in 
tumult and irregularity, and confider them as 
certain indications of freedom. 

This frame of government our.cbuntrymen 
had fo much reafon to be fatisfied with , that 
they never fhowed any dif[/t>lition to innovate, 
but rather to confirm and perpetuate it. To 
this end their wifdom was extraordinary and 
unparalleled; they had long known the necellity 
there was of forming foLdiers by a regular 
education ; and therefore they had trained up 
their children from their infancy in hardinefs, 
exercife, and coarfe dietfparingly dealt to them, 
which their keen appetite and ready digeliion 
converted into nutriment, leaving no fuperfluity 
for noxious humors: they were fo far from 
needing the evacuations of phyfic , that thofe 
of nature were not frequent. They never 
tried the viciflitudes of fwoln bodies and ema- 
ciating difeafes; their nerves were never high 
firained by an heated blood, nor relaxed by 
indolence, but were gradually confirmed in 
that ftate which is bell fuited to the operations 
of the body , and inoft helpful to thofe of the 
mind. The Perlians. had ufed themfelves to 
the method of difciplining the youth for war; 
and the fame wifdom fuggelted. to them, that 
it would require no lefs care to train them up 
for fociety and the duties of peace. We think 
it prepolterous , faid they , to collet a large 
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body of men , and fend them out to fight our 
battles, without regard to previous difcipline. 
How then can we expert, that every thing 
that bears the form of a man lhould be fitted 
for the manifold duties of fociety? If we would 
fecure our government , we mult encourage 
the growth of moderation and jultice ainongft 
the citizens; which having taken deep root, 
w ill not eafily fuffer themfelves to be eradicated 
by thofe foul ufurpers , avarice, cruelty, and 
ambition; which firlt make themfelves mafters 
of the human mind, and then excite it to 
thofe extravagancies that lay wafte the moft 
flourilhing kingdoms. 

An institution of the youth in focial quali- 
fications was therefore agreed upon: but the 
parent was thought an improper perfon to be 
mtrufted with it, left the children might receive 
any wrong bias from his fentiments, his ex- 
ample, or his partial regard for them. Public 
fchools were appointed ; and the wifeft of the 
Magi to prefide and inftrutft the young Perfian, 
nbt indeed in mu lie , in rhetoric , and the 
fi&ions of poets , but the fimple qualifications 
offpeaking truth, and pradifing juftice; where 
they were taught that veracity was always 
graceful, however unadorned; and learned as 
much to fear the pradice of fraud, as the young 
Spartan the difeovery of.it. Their acutenels 
was neverthelefs employed , though not in 
ading, yet in tracing outfallhood and treachery: 
for this purpofe intricate cafes were devifed by 
their mafters , which they were obliged to 
unravel, and difclofe all the latent fallacy that 


Digitized by Google 



LETTERS. 


*97 


might fcreen an offender, or prejudice the 
innocent; and to Ihow the due merits of each 
party in the cafe propofed. 

All the little differences and quarrels, that 
arife among playfellows, were examined into, 
and decided by the 11 ri (Sell rules and forms of 
jultice, where they had frequent occafion to 
a<ft the part of judge, accufer, and criminal, 
under the infpe<ftion of a malier , who never 
lailed to put the fentence in execution, if juft; 
if not, to punifh the judge for his ignorance 
or partiality. Thus were they always ready 
to become any ftation in the community, that 
of a judicious magiftrate, anhoneft and difcern- 
ing advocate , an able governor , or an obedient 
inoffenfive citizen. Thus had they learned the 
focial duties before they had need of them ; 
for it was thought more falutary , that the 
manly carriage Ihould make fome encroach- 
ments on youth, than that there Ihould be any 
danger, by the negle# of fuch difcipline, that 
the follies of youth Ihould be propagated into 
manhood , the public affemblies be interrupted 
with petulancy , and mifguided by ill-informed 
judgments, or the lives and valuable privileges * 
of a people become the fport of a boyilh levity. 

Thus the balls of our eltablilhinent was the 
virtue of the citizens ; a more durable and 
fubftantial one than can be fupplied by all the 
arts of policy, which fometimes pretend to fe- 
parate the public good from honefty, its na- 
tural ally and fupport, or makeufe of a coun- 
terfeit appearance of her. But where Iherefides, 
the not only guards the common liberty , but 
/ . • 
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enlarges the happinefs of each individual ; fhe 
firengthens all ties, both natural and focial ; 
lhe cements families: preferves the filial and con- 
jugal afl’eCiion pure ; fweetens converfe with hu- 
manity ; heightens acquaintance into friendfhip, 
and fets no bounds to the exercife of benevo- 
lence. The allies of a virtuous n tion can 
Ifeadily rely on its fidelity , and its enemies 
are afraid of the vengeance of a people who 
are lovers of juftice, and are always kindled 
w ith indignation and refentment at the breach 
of it. 

H. 


LETTER CXI. 

Smerdis to Oleander. 

I doubt , whether in the various ftates of 
Greece you w ill find one government of a 
more plaulible frame than that I have defcribed, 
or more founded in nature. For nature has 
• laid down a plan for us* in molt things; and 
the nearer approaches we make to her, the 
more we advance toward perfection in our 
undertaking. Novv the plan which nature has 
given us for government is a (ingle family ; 
which is indeed a little natural kingdom ; and 
a kingdom of the greatefi extent can be looked 
upon as no other than a large artificial family. 
And it is very eafy to obferve , that the an- 
cient Perfian government, in its parts and 
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ceconomy , bore a very near refemblance to 
this original pattern. Perhaps you will be 
furprifed that our unpolilhed anceltors , who 
had neither arts nor literature amonglt them, 
and were latisfied with the fcanty products of 
Perlia , which fcarcely aflorded them food and 
a covering to their bodies , fhould have been 
fo. fuccelsful in their polity. Poffibly their 
being uncivilized is the very reafou of it; and 
their- utter ignorance in the refinements of po- 
litics made them more attentive to nature. You 
knovv^, tradition informs us, that in the early 
ages of the world each' family was a fort of 
independent community ; and the head of it 
exercifed a princely jurifduftion over all the 
branches. We will fuppofe then , that a 
number of thefe fmall princes with paternal 
power are aflembled together , with defign 
to agree upon terms of community ; perhaps 
on the fummit of a hill, in token of their 
eminence , whillt their numerous progeny 
expected below the ifl'ue of their counfels. I 
will not take upon me to relate the debates 
which arofe in the venerable alTembly ; but it 
is by no means difficult to find out the refult 
of them. They perceived there was little oc- 
calion for any thing new, towards forming a> 
community, befides the circumftance of living 
together. It was agreed, that the fathers of 
families fhould retain the fame authority over,’ 
and concern for, the whole, which each had 
before in his refpedtive family; that the younger 
men fhould continue to be axSlive and obedient 
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in executing the commands of the elder , 
whether in peace or war; and that the educa- 
tion of children fboutd now be their joint care, 
which hitherto had employed them feparately. 
Their children were ready to enter into fociety, 
upon the advice of their parents ; for they 
thought their welfare could not be more fafely 
lodged than in fuch hands. The ties of obedience 
immediately became different. It was gratitude 
and filial duty (the bonds of nature) which 
before obliged them; but the obligations they 
then fubmitted to , were more than nature 
had enjoined , and therefore they rightly ex- 
petded terms for their fubmiffion. The authority 
of the natural parent was unlimited, becaufe 
his affe<ition for his iffue was imagined fo like- 
wife; but the artificial parent being more like- 
ly to deviate from jultice , mutual conditions 
were fettled, and laws obligatory on both Odes. 
Here you fee the great marks and outlines of 
our ancient government in a very fmall com- 
pafs ; and all fubfequent and future regulations 
were no more than methods ufed for the better 
efiablilhing of this form. 

Though I afcribe much to the wifdom of 
our anceltors , 1 will not deny that there was 
another caufe which greatly contributed to the 

f eace and continuation of our empire; for the 
erfians , not having then corrupted the tradi- 
tions they had received from a diftant but 
unknown origin , believed that Oromasdes 
was a lover of peace and order through all his 
works , which in awe of him they induftrioufly 


/ 


Digitized by Google 



LETTERS. 


901 


cultivated and maintained. They knew that 
commotions and tumult were the delight of 
Arimaisius; and abhorred being the inltru- 
rnents of his will, who had introduced difcord 
into paradife itfelf, and deformed the creation; 
a work of fuch excellency, that the Almighty 
did not produce it inliantaneoufly , but in fix 
fucceffive parts , that the everlalting genii , the 
fatraps.of his heavenly court, might contem- 
plate its riling beauty, and adore the Author! 
Thefe religious fentiments , which dawned 
upon us at the coming of KeYomar, that an- 
cient prophet, were more clearly opened by 
the divine inftru#ions of Zervan , and the 
eternal wifdoin of Oushang <4 , till Zur- 
dusht’s irrefifiible beams difperfed all remains 
of darknefs s? . 

H. 


**.A book of the higheft authority among the fol- 
lowers of the Magi. 

The reader will find, that in this and the other 
letters where the Perfian religion is treated of, the fen- 
timeuts are exa<$tly agreeable to Dr. Hyde’s account 
of it 
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LETTER CXI I. 

Gobryas to Cleander. From Ecbatana. 

It is natural for any one whofe reputation is 
attacked by injurious calumnies, and whofe 
warmth is heightened by a confcioufnefs of 
innocence , to lie under*e perpetual uneafinefs 
of mind, till his honor is cleared, and his 
conduct juftified. This makes me lefs furprifed 
at thofe expreflions of defpondency and refent- 
ment , which have occurred in thy late dis- 
patches- From the firft intimation I received 
of the ill humor fomented againft thee by the 
artifices of fome men , and the weaknefs of 
others , I ufed my utmoft endeavours to trace 
it to the fource ; and after difcovering thecaufes, 
to remove the effe$s of it. 1 found the treafurer 
grievoufly offended that thou haft made no 
application to him in the courfe of thy em- 
ployment ; and for that reafon transmitting thy 
appointments with a fparing hand; His en- 
terprifing genius, which had uniformly declared 
itfelf for immediately embarking in the war , 
was of courfe oppofed to the calmer and more 
eonfiderate meafures of Megabyzus and rnyfelf. 
As he obferved thy letters afforded no grounds 
for his extravagant projects, he fell in the more 
readily with the informations of Timocles, 
the Euboean. Pleafed with the flattering dif- 
courfes of that vain rhetorician, and elated by 
the applaufe which he heard was given to his 
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counfels by the younger fatraps and officers 
of the army, he procured that letter which 
fent thee to Thebes , whillt I was employed 
in fettling the affairs of my deceafed friend., 
Megabyzus. At the fame time fo certain was 
he of the fuccefs of his Theban alliance, or 
perhaps fo bent on thy ruin, if it mifcarried-, 
that he propofed to remove thee from Athens, 
alferting there were unanfwerable objections 
to thy behaviour there; and that Timoci.es 
fhoultl be ordered to fupply thy place. The 
king abfolutely refilled to confent to this al- 
teration, and took frequent opportunities to 
comment thy fervices publicly. Soon after 
arrived thy letter, which gave a very clear and 
ingenuous relation of the Itate of Thebes , con- 
firmed by the difpatches we received at the 
fame time from Cratippus. Teribazus was 
then obliged, though with reludance , to con- 
fels he had been rniltakeft in the advice which 
occalioned the king’s letter; and, in order to 
calt the blame from himfelf r accufed Timocles 
of deceiving him , who, he faid, ought to be 
well acquainted with thofe parts of Greece. 
The Eubocan was furmnoned before the council 
of feven ; but he found means to make his 
efcape ; and it is ftrongly fufpeded , that the 
accufation and efcape had their- rife from the 
fame quarter. Thou halt reafon to be fatisfied 
with the lhaine whiAi overwhelms thy. ene- 
mies , after the defeat of all their fchemes 5 
and thy credit with the king and miniftry is 
more eftablilhed by this fruitlefs attack, than 
if it had never been put to a trial. How far 
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I engaged in your fupport , I leave others to 
inform you ; but it would be injuftice to the 
generous friendlhip of Hydaspes and Inta- 
pm ernes , not to allure you , that , had their 
own honor or fafety been concerned , they 
could not have exerted them lei ves with more 
zeal and afliduity than they did. The king 
himfelf told me , when I obtained his leave 
for your Delphic journey , that no difguft of 
any of his niinilters Ihould leflen his regard 
for your merit; that the punctual payment of 
your appointments lliould be his particular care : 
“ and (continued our gracious matter) I do 
u not wonder this Theban bufinefs has given 
“ Cleanoek uneafinefs. I too ealily believed 
t( what carried a fpecious appearance ; but 
“ though my fervants have fometimes deceived 
“ me , they never yet had the art to make me 
“ perfift in my error, in order to fcreen their 
“ own.” 

Apollonides , the phyfician , was con- 
demned to the crofs , and executed juft before 
we left Sufa. Thpu knoweft that his crime, 
for the fake of the perfon concerned , mutt be 
lightly touched. Zopyrus, the youngeft fon 
of Megabyzus , has left the court by night ; 
and it is not yet known whither he is gone. 
He defired to-be made governor of Damafcus; 
which being refufed him , oh account of his 
youth and inexperience, fiiough with a promife 
of future favor , he faid with great warmth , 
that this difappointment, and his mother’s guilt, 
rendered it impoffible for him to appear at 
eourt with honor. 
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Oxyathres , the Mede , after having been 
obliged to leave Scythia by the king who at 
prefent fits upon that throne , as I gave thee 
an account in my difpatches lafi year ts , has 
fince wandered in difguife through the pro- 
vinces ; and though we had frequent traces of 
him, he made fo lhort a ftay in every place 
he came to , and took fuch precautions to 
conceal hirnfelf , that we could never lay hold 
of his perfon till very lately, when he was 
feized in paffing through the Upper ./Egypt by 
Pharnaces, the governor of Thebes. From 
feveral informations which I have received con- 
cerning him, there are grounds to believe that 
he Was going to join Amyrteus in. the fens, 
and was projecting great defigns of bringing 
the Lybians a fecond time into Aigypt. He 
found means to deftroy what papers he had 
about him, before he was fecured ; but very 
large fums of money were feized in his bag- 
gage , which were diftributed amongft thofe 
who were inftrumental in apprehending him. 

Soon after he was taken , he wrote a letter 
to the king, offering, if his life might be fpared 
to ipake an exad and fincere difcovery of all 
the practices in which he had been engaged, 
and of the perfons with whom he had cor- 
refponded; accompanied with ftrong expreffions 
of remorfe for his-paft condu# , and atfurances 
of an inviolable fidelity for the future. The 
king was pleafed to refer the whole affair to 

** Vide Letter xcy. 
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his council of fieven, and to he prefent himfelf 
when it was debated ; as indeed it was very 
fully. 

'We conlidered that Oxyathres had been 
manifeltly concerned in two defigns of a very 
high and dangerous nature. The guilt of the 
jfira, indeed, conlified chiefly in holding li- 
centious and feditious difcourfes; hut in cafe 
any finifler event had happened to the em- 
pire, or the king, there is no queltion but a 
formed confpiracy had broken out. 

The fecond was nothing lefs than promot- 
ing the revolt of Ariazus, and the junction of 
the. Scythian forces with his. 

There were likewife Itrong reafons to fuf- 
pe 61 , that his views, at the time of his being 
feized, were full as pernicious and difloyal as 
ever. And it was very remarkable , that, 
during this long courfe of treafonable practices, 
he had never once made application for pardon, 
or fhowed the lealt delire of returning to his 
duty, till the moment that his life was in the 
power of a jultly exafperated monarch. 

As to the difcoveries , which he was in a 
capacity of making , it was our opinion , that 
we knew enough of his intrigues already for 
any advantage that could redound to the king 
and his government , by the pretention or 
defeat of them ; and the being acquainted with 
The minuter circumllances , and the names of 
more perfons who had engaged in fuch cri- 
minal defigns, might tend to open a fcene which 
the tranquillity of the empire would require, 
and the humane difpofition of Artaxerxes 
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would rather chufe not to he difclofed. Fox* 
thefe reafons we concluded, alinoli unaniinoufly, 
that he was no fit objed of the royal favor; and 
accordingly ordei's lor putting him to death 
were lent to Pharnaces with fuch difpatch 
and fecrecy, that the advice of his being ex- 
ecuted reached this place almoft before his 
condemnation was known , and at once put 
an end to all thofe cabals and interceffions 
which wex - e forming by his x’elations (who 
are of the firli quality in the pi'ovince of 
Media) to fave him. 

I have it in charge to communicate to thee 
the refult of a council held this night in Ar- 
taxerxes’s apartments. It was refolved una- 
nimoufly , that , confidering the events of war 
that may oblige the king to take part very foon 
in the Grecian quarrels , orders Ihould be fent 
to the governors of Afia Minor to keep in readi-. 
nefs againlt next year a body of fixty thoufand 
men, to march at the firft warning; and like- 
wife to the prefers of Phoenicia and Cyprus, 
to fit out a fleet of eighty galleys, with a pro- 
portionable number of feamen. We doubt 
not but the news of thofe preparations will 
fti'ike the Greeks with aftoniflxment; but they 
are folely intended to put our empire in a 
condition of taking fuch a part in the affairs of 
its neighbours, as may be fuitable to its wealth 
and greatnefs. Farewel. 

P. 

■ .( 
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LETTER C X I I I. 

Orsames to Cleanser. 

P~IeRodotus put into my hands the other day, 
a very extraordinary and remarkable piece of 
hiftory, that the priefts of Memphis had given 
him among the memoirs which they had fe- 
lected for his ufe out of their archives. The 
character of Hazia affords an example of many 
excellencies, which even the Athenian ladies . 
might copy with great advantage to their 
conduit. 

• 

The STORY of HAZIA. 

Sesostris, willing to fhow his fubjects how 
far he had extended his conquefis , brought 
with him into ./Egypt numerous families of 
the Eaft , inft rutted in the righteous doctrines 
of Keyomar. Amongft thefe was the houfe 
of Besach , beloved for his juftice and ftrict 
piety, and in the efteem of men moft worthy 
the protection of Heaven. But he was not 
exempt from the common, calamity ; he was 
led away captive with his family, which he 
had the mortification , before he reached Mem- 
phis , to fee reduced to his daughter, Hazia, 
who was too young to be affected with her 
misfortunes , and himfelf, whofe w'ifdom and 
experience taught him to fubmit to them. His 
two Tons, who were in the vigor of youth, 

and 
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and had been trained up to virtue and courage, 
had not vet learned how to fufi’er; and partly 
through impatience of the reltraints they were 
under in their journey , and grief at the pro- 
fped of flavery , fell into violent diforders , 
which might have admitted a remedy, but 
they refu fed to accept it; alledging in excufe 
for themfelves, that they did not make a cow- 
ardly revolt from the Ration in whifh Pro- 
vidence had placed them ; but retired at its 
call to the feats of blifs , from a life altogether 
dilhonorable to themfelves , and unprofitable 
to the world. Besach , upon his arrival at 
Memphis , found that his. reputation aihongft 
his countrymen had Itood him in fome Head ; 
as he was placed above the ordinary rank of 
Davies, and employed about the king’s houfe- 
hold. The death of his fons, however, hung 
heavy upon his mind ; and the confolation he 
found in his furviving daughter , was much 
allayed bv paternal anxiety for her welfare./ 
He thought honorably ofliis family, and wiibed. 
her an education fuitable to it; but hfe def- 
paired of that, at a time w'hen he with much 
difficulty procured her the neceffaries of life. 
He refolved, however, ! not to be wanting in 
that material part which himfelf could Tupply; 
he early implanted iniher bofom fudH maxims 
as would be molt ferviceable when the caine 
to conlider her condition; the feeds of humility, 
courage ;, and chaffity. t' The forming* of her 
mind was his peculiar, care ; nor did the nfgleift 
inftru&ing her how to ^xprefs it w ith propriety 
and grace. He did not pretend to contribute 
a. 14 
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the ornamental parts of a female addrefs; nor 
was he folicitous whether Ihe attained them or 
not, lince without them lhe was lefs expofed 
to ohfervation. Neverthelefs , the growing 
virtues he had Itored her bofom with , infen- 
fibly affe#ed her whole carriage , and gave a 

J jolifh , beyond the power of art , to her perfon ; 
or a graceful mien is the natural refult of a 
cultivated mind ; and where that is wanting , 
the refinements of a court are only fpecious* 
and want their proper foundation ; they are 
artfully put on to reprefent fuch qualities of 
the mind as are not to be found in it. Hazia 
had a look of great modefty , which is fo ami- 
able in the fex , and no wonder , fince the 
had been trained up to that virtue. She had 
an engaging fimplicity in her countenance for 
fhe had been taught no artifice. Her converfa- 
tion was pleafing , becaufe it flowed from hu- 
manity and reafon. Her gelture and afpect 
were eafy and becoming, becaufe nature had 
not been wanting to her, and lhe had been 
careful not to deviate from it Had lhe been 
introduced into an aflembly of the higheft 
./Egyptian ladies , her behaviour would have 
given no offence; and had the afTembly been 
formed of ladies from different courts , though 
lhe would have differed fomething from all, 
it is probable her carriage, which was rnofily 
the refult of nature and virtue , would have 
bid faireft for their common imitation. 

The fb refight of Besach , her father, and 
her own retired life, had not concealed her 
from the notice of Meneth , a young gallant 
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at court , who waited an opportunity of doing 
a fervice to Haran , the minilter , that he 
might have fome pretence of begging fo I'm all 
a boon as one of the Haves of Sesostris. Be- 
sach , knowing the defencelefs fituation of his 
beauteous ward, was continually on the watch, 
and not a little troubled to find, that young 
Meneth divided all his time betwixt thofe 
walks which Hazia frequented , and an affi- 
duous attendance upon Haran. His fears were 
too great not to affect the compofure of his mind. 
Hazia perceived a furprifing change, without 
fufpecting any additional ground for it; and 
would frequently retort his own precepts upon 
him. “ Father, (Ihe would -fay,) you have 
“ taught me that misfortunes are the bell 
u fchool ; that to repine is to upbraid Heaven; 
u that the necelfaries of life are few, and every 
u thing elfe may be fupplied by cheerftilnefs 
u and content. How is it that you retract 
“ your doctrines , and make me fufpect theit 
u reality? Will you thow me fo ill an ex- 
u ample , as to yield to your fufferings ; and 
“ deprive me not only of your life, (to which 
<l your cares will foon put an end,) but eveii 
u of the pattern and principles , which I have 
u only to rely upon , if Providence Ihould 
u make me an orphan as well as a Have ? ” 
Besach was affected beyond expreflio/t With 
fuch difcourfe , and dillembled his concern as 
well as he could ; and whenever he p£ received 
his gloomy thoughts were likely to get the 
better of him , he always retired froiti her 
company. He feldom could compolb himfelf 
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.to r^ft till it was latej and frequently fpent 
the tune of fleep in uneafy reflections and broken 
foliloquies, wandering about the porticos and 
private walks of the palace, and at his return 
pretended he had been employed in fome fer- 
vice by the officers of the court. His melan- 
choly apprehenfions had taken poffeffion of 
him one evening, when he fat down under a 
low dark arch , (which led to the apartments 
of the llaves ,) ruminating on the miferies of 
his country , particularly of his own family , 
and the difhonor which feemed pointed at his 
daughter ; when unexpectedly he faw a man 
glide acrofs the court , and make directly 
towards the king’s apartment. At firft he 
thought it was only a creature of his own 
melancholy imagination , becaufe lie knew 
every body, within the bounds of the court 
was at reft at that hour, except the guards, 
who durlt not , withoqt fome good reafon r 
move from their pofts. i He indulged his cu- 
rio fity.fo far , however , as to Itep gently after 
him , and foon found he was not deceived ; 
lie was; near enough to perceive the man lay 
a poniard down at his feet , and with great 
facility loofen the bars of a window , with an 
inftrument he had brought with him . for that 
purpofe. Besach apprehended nothing lefs 
than a defperqte aflaffination of the, king: 
whereupon he drew toward him with the 
utmolt caution, and,' under favor of the fhade, 
and the man’s eager attention to his, defign , 
he gqt near enough to fnatch up the poniard, 
and prefenting it to his breaft , “ Villain , 
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“ ( faid he , ) I will not fuffer a great prince to 
“ fall by the hands oi’ an affaffin. ” The man 
fell trembling at his feet, and was going to 
beg for mercy , when the guards , who heard 
the outer}' of Besach , flew towards them in 
an inftant. Besach delivered him into their 
hands, and returned home to his daughter, 
fully purged of his melancholy by this lucky 
accident; and with the greateft cheerfulnefs , 
“ Hazia, (fays he,) I hope you are now out 
u of the reach of a danger which I durft not 
“ fo much as acquaint you with yefierday. 
u That courtier whom you obferved in your 
“ walk, and about our lodging, thinks you not 
“ without beauty, and intends to afk Ha ran 
“ to oblige him with fo frnall a favor as one 
“ of the king’s flaves. ” She was going to de- 
clare how much more eligible death was, than 
fuch a {tain, to her virtuous family, when her 
father afl’ured her, that by to-morrow fhe would 
, not be in the difpofal of Haran himfelf, if 
Sesostris was not the moli ungrateful of all 
princes. Upon which he acquainted her with 
the happy turn that his affairs were likely to 
take, which gave them both a moft agreeable 
expectation of the event. 

The next day, upon examination , it ap- 
peared that the affafhn had been hired to this 
defperate undertaking by the remains of that 
party who oppofed Sesostris at his return into 
./Egypt , and had fet the crown upon his bro- 
ther’s head. So he expired in torments , agree- 
ably to the laws of ./Egypt ; and when his body 
was brought to the banks of the Nile to be 
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tranfported for burial, the inquifitors into bis 
life judged him unworthy of a place of reft, 
and left his corpfe to be tolled by the waves , 
and expofed to devouring fifhes. Sesostris was 
acquainted with Besach’s fidelity, and ordered 
Haran to reward him, as one who had faved 
the life of his prince. He and his family were 
immediately declared free , and a fmall em- 
ployment of fome credit in the houfehold was 
conferred on him. Besach was well pleafed 
with the fecurity which freedom brought along 
with it ; and his moderation was fatisfied with 
an accefs of fortune which railed him con- 
fiderably above want, though not to that con- 
dition to which his fervices might reafonably 
lay claim : for Haran did not think proper to 
rewa r d an action very liberally, the merit of 
which he intended chiefly to transfer upon 
himfelf. He greatly magnified his own vigilance 
and a<Sivity; he affured the king he had dif- 
covered the whole confpiracy ; and he put 
many pf the nobles to death , upon flight 
fufpicions , or private refentment. He pre- 
tended to have fecured the throne to Sesos- 
tris , by cutting off all poffibility of a future 
revolt , and conduced the whole with fuch a 
zeal for his fervice, at a time when there was 
fome appearance of danger, that the king thought 
he could not fufficiently recompenfe him. He 
made open prqjeffions of his high efteem for 
him , and faid , “ the enemies of Haran were 
u rebels to his crown ; and his fubjedts could 
u not better fhow their loyalty , than by re- 
il /verencing the man to whom he was indebted 
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“ for his kingdom. ” Such declarations ftruck 
the court with terror, who knew the warmth 
of the king’s temper, and increafed the natural 
haughtinefs of Haran: he thought himfelf little 
Jefs than divine, and the fubjetfts ofSEsosTRis 
approached him with as much awe , as a guilty 
mortal does the altar of the God whom he 
fears to have offended. £"'23*155 

Besach could not but obferve to what an 
height Haran had raifed himfelf, upon the re- 
putation of a fervice in which himfelf had the 
greatelt fhare ; but he lhowed not the leaft 
difguff ; he paid a reverence to his fuperior 
fiation without flattery , which he could not 
pra&ife , though he had been a Have. However, 
as this carriage was not fo full of obeifance as 
Haran expeaed , he feldom came into his 
prefence. He wanted not to enlarge his for- 
tune ; and he thought himfelf fecure in the 

f ood will of the king. But it was not long 
efore he had reafon to know , that having 
merit toward a prince is not a fufficient guard 
again!! thofe who have free accefs to him. 
Haran was eafily induced to believe that he 
had not Besach’s affe&ions, becaufe he knew 
he did not deferve them ; and was confirmed 
in this opinion by the negle& which he thought 
he faw in his behaviour. He had therefore 
been fome time determined upon his ruin. 
How to effetft this was fome difficulty : diiloy- 
alty was a handle he wilhed for; but all fuf- 
picions of that kind would appear groundlefs, 
when charged upon Besach. He laid out fe- 
veral contrivances in his mind to that purpofe, 
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and opened himrelf one day on that fubje# 
to Meneth, whofe inclination for Besach’s 
daughter was now no fecret to him. Meneth 
immediately fuggelted a method to him, which 
gained his approbation at once ; for though 
it was exceedingly cruel, it was well difguifed. 
“ Thofe people (faid he) whom the king 
“ brought from the iiaft, have, fome of them, 
" gained their liberty, and though they enjoy 
“ the privileges of ^Egyptians , they repine at 
“ the fervitude of the reft: they are altogether 
“ difaffeefed , and wait for fome change to 
“ their advantage. They are continually in- 
“ lhlling difficulties into the people concern- 
u ing religion, in which they differ widely 
“ from the natives. They defire nothing 
u more than the extirpation of our ancient 
“ rites , and the venerable worlhip of our 
“ anceftors. If you would acquaint the king 
u of the danger to be apprehended from 
“ fuch a party , he would give up the lives 
“ of fo many for the peace of his kingdoms ; 
“ and your enemy would (all among!! the reft, 
“ without being fuppofed to be particularly 
“ aimed at. ” The bloodinefs of this projecl 
was no obftacle to Haran’s thirlt of revenge; 
he applauds it highly , and goes immediately , 
to the king. “ O Sesostris , (fays he,) the 
“ gods have given you an empire without 
f* bounds ; may the days of your life be with- 
(t out number 1 Your throne is now fecured 
“ again!! its moft dangerous enemies ; the 
“ leaders in the late ladion are entirely taken 
u off; and I much wondered at the folly of 
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11 their attempt, and could not eafily conceive 
“ what numbers they would raife to feize on 
“ your throne, or attempt any thing great, 

“ fince their depriving you olliie (which was 
“ their firti aim ) would only have roufed your 
u fubje<2s to vengeance, inltead of firengthen- 
u ing their party. But 1 have lince difcovered, 

“ that their chief confidence was in the dif- 
“ content of thofe flaves whom you have 
brought from the Ealt. They are very nu- 
“ merous ; and though at prefent low', and by 
“ no means dangerous, yet may not be fo ealily 
“ dealt with , if an experienced leader were 
“ at their head. The fecurity of the crown 
is my foie interelt , and the fpring of my 
“ ambition. I am alarmed at the diltant ap- 
“ proaches of danger , and would even have 
li the poffibility of it anticipated. " The king’s 
anfwer was Ihort and determinate , that lie 
confided in him lor the fuppreffion of thofe 
rebels. 

This was fufficient authority for Haran ; 
he formed a decree under the royal name, with 
accufations highly aggravated againlt that mi- . 
ferable people, who were to be put to death 
wherever they were found through the king- 
dom ; and the magiltrates were ltri6Hy charged 
with the execution. He immediately com- 
municated this to his confident; “ And now, 

“ Meneth , (fays he,) fuccefs depends folely 
“ on ourfelves ; and the firli Itep toward it is 
“ to fecure Besach in foine fafe place , left 
“ he apply to the king, or by any means efcape 
“ the general malTacre.” Meneth was glad to 
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remove fuch an obftacle to his vicious inclina- 
tions , and undertook the performance of that 
part. “ I know (fays he) his conftant walk 
“ is northward of the city : he lhall be feized 
** this very evening by faithful hands, and con- 
u veyed down the river to that old caltle which 
u Hands xyere the Nile divides itfelf. ” The 
propofal was well received , and he went im- 
mediately to command the execution of it. 
Meneth was in much anxiety for the event, 
till towards midnight, when one of the villains 
whom he had employed returned to inform 
him, that every thing was conduced with fe- 
crecy, and that Besach was under a guard in 
the caltle. He no fooner heard this, than he 
went to Besach’s houfe , and almolt forcing 
an admiffion to his daughter; u Hazia, (faid 
“ he with a dejetfted air, ) it is neceffity, and 
your extreme danger only , that could make 
me break in upon your retirement at fo late 
“ an hour. You mult have heard that the 
* l court entertains fome jealoufy of your nation ; 

* and at the hazard of my life I will venture 
“ to inform you, that it will not be appeafed 

without Ihedding of blood. Besach , your 
* l father, is apprehenfive of it, and is fled, 

* flattering himfelf that your weak fex, would 
* ( be your prote&ion ; but I myfelf faw the 
u decree, which enjoins a general daughter 
u without any exemption. The hazard I run 
tl in this difcovery ought to merit your con- 
* l fidence , which , if you pleafe to repofe in 
i( me , it may be your prefervation. I can 
*■ lodge you near the king’s apartment till the 
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a execution be over , with the greateft privacy 
“ and fecurity to yohr life and honor; and 
“ will afterward procure your pardon, or the 
u means of efcape.” Hazia trembled at this 
account; fhe knew not what part to fufped ; 
and her father’s not returning feemed to be a 
confirmation of it. She wept bitterly at the 
apprehenfion of fuch a llaughter of innocent 
people , to whom fhe was allied ; betides the 
uncertainty of her own and her father's fafety. 
She had no inclination to put herfelf into the 
hands of Meneth; hut there was little room 
for deliberation , when fhe had no other pro- 
tection at hand: fhe accepted, therefore, the 
offer of being lodged near the royal apartment, 
which feemed to prefage nothing difhonorable. 
She was not difappointed to find that he made 
her frequent vilits there, and teafed her with 
a paffion to which lhe was little difpofed to 
attend. However, fhe bore it with indiffierence 
at firft, becaufe fhe knew the palace was her 
fanchiary, and the guards, polled at convenient 
difiance , might eafily be alarmed. But when 
Menkth magnified her obligations to him, and 
talked to her as one indebted to him for her 
life, fhe could not bear to be upbraided with 
a favor for which fhe could make no return. 
Her condition grew exceedingly irkfome ; and, 
at the peril of her life , fhe refolved upon an 
expedient to alter it. There was a fpacious 
gallery adjoining, adorned with the ftatues and 
effigies of ancient kings and lawgivers , and 
furnifhed with ineftimable volumes of prieft* 
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and poets, the improvers of human fociety. 
Here Sesostris fpent feveral hours every day,, 
ruminating upon the duties of a prince and the 
arts of government ; and while he was thus 
engaged , Hazi a had the boldnefs to break in 
upon his retirement and throwing herfelf pro- 
flrate, in the utmolt confulion , and with forne 
extravagance of gelture , “ O king, (faidfhe,) 
u famed lor your greatnefs of foul more than 
u conqueft, do not ltain your glory by deltroy- 
“ ing the life of a helplefs virgin! I am the 
u daughter of Besach , who afk mercy of 
“ Sesostris. Do not fhed the blood of him 
whofe fidelity preferved you from the hand 
“ of a vile afl’affin. ” The king was difiurbed 
at her appearance, and faid, “Lady, your 
“ mind is difordered ; your own melancholy 
u creates your dilirefs. Besach and his family 
“ are ever entitled to my favor. ” He im- 
mediately withdrew, and ordered that Besach 
Ihould give an account of this interruption. 
Haran was greatly alarmed at the news of this 
incident , and going inltantly to the king, took 
the advantage of his opinion , that Hazia was 
diftraded , and told him , fhe was put under 

J iroper care till her father’s return , who was 
aid to be abroad. The king w r as tolerably well 
pacified with this account. A report that Se- 
sostris had made inquiry after Besach , had 
now reached the ear of thofe who had him 
in cultody ; which fo terrified them, that they 
fled with great precipitation , and left him 
to his own difpofal ; which he no fooner 
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obferved , than he feized the opportunity, and 
returned to Memphis, where all occurrences 
during his lliort abfence foon came to his 
knowledge. He repaired immediately to the 
king, and allured him, that the interruption 
of his facred retirement from his daughter, 
was the elfed of her well-grounded fears; that 
fhe had reafon to apprehend the worlt of ills 
from the undeferved malice of his enemies; 
that himfelf had iul't been releafed from prifon, 
where he had luffered great hardthips , and 
expeded death , without knowing for what 
crime, or by whofe order. “ Nor do I ex- 


“ ped to prolong life by this efcape , (added 
“ he) your royal decree, which pronounces 
“ all your ealiern captives rebels , and deliines 
“ them to deltrudion , includes me in that 
u nymber; and 1 willingly fubmit to fufl'er 
u with my countrymen, or rather would fuffer 
“ for them, lince I have too much reafon to 


“ believe myfelf particularly aimed at, and 
j‘ the foie caufe of their calamity. ” - . . 

Sesostris till novv_was ignorant of Besach’s 
relation to that people. Upon this informa- 
tion, his face glowed like fire ; his indignation 
fhowed itfelf in all his geltures; his eyes Ihot 
forth beams like thofe malignant liars that 
threaten the w r orld with defolation. He per- 
ceived , that he had been abufed by his fa- 
vorite; he faw plainly the malice of Haran ; 
and his abhorrence of him was raifed in pro- 
portion to the abufe of his confidence. He 
ordered him to fpend the remainder of his 
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life in that miferable ftate from which Besach 
had efcaped. He foon found how indifferently 
his preferver Besach had been recompenfed 
for his fervice; and to make him fatisfa<9ion , 
allured him, that the higheft honors and wealth 
of Memphis were open to him. But Besach’s 
moderation would not be prevailed upon to 
accept of any thing, but a fmall territory near , 
Thebes for his captive countrymen 67 ; which 
their pofterity now enjoy , and live feparate 
from the natives of ./Egypt in the worlhip of 
the true God. The hiftorians add , that Sesos- 
tris was fo captivated with the beauty and 
virtues of Hazia } that he raifed her to the 
throne of ./Egypt; and that the blood of that 
eaftern lady flowed in the veins of the ./Egyp- 
tian kings through many fucceffion* 68 . 

H. 

*7 See Letter xlvii. 

68 The intelligent reader cannot but obferve a great 
refemblance between this flory and that of Efiher. 
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LETTER CXIV. 

Cleander to Hydaspes. From Delphi. 

I continued at Thebes till a letter from the 
chief fcribe gave me full information of the 
caufe, as well as defeat, of my enemies de- 
figns. The teftimony of my royal matter in 
my favor, and the fortunate effeas of that ge- 
nerous protection which Intaphernes and thy- 
felf afforded to an old dependant in the time 
of his diftrefs , have reftored me to my former 
fpirits and tranquillity. 

I fet out immediately on my Delphic ex- 
pedition, accompanied by Proci.es an Athe- 
nian, and Archias a Theban, an old man of 
remarkable piety and fimplicity of manners. 
The former is, like myfelf, induced to take 
this journey merely through motives of plea- 
fure and curiottty. His agreeable turn of 
converfation , and equal vein of good humor, 
render him the belt travelling companion I 
ever met with. The latter goes to confult 
the oracle on domeflic concerns , and by his 
acquaintance in thofe parts of Greece , fecured 
to us a favorable reception at the houfes of 
our holts on the road. After croffing the river 
Cephiffus , we entered Phocis ; and , as we 
approached Delphi , patted the celebrated 
valley where Laius was killed by his fon 
Oedipus. It lies on a defcent, and is fo 
narrow as fcarcely to afford room for a Angle 
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man or horfe. The fepulchre of the Theban 
king, and a domefiic who was murdered with 
him, are erecfted in a ruftic manner with piles ^ 
of (tones on one fide of the road. The city 
of Delphi (lands on' the fouthern declivity of 
Mount Parnaffiis, which , by an old tradition, 
is faid to be filuated in the middle of the earth. 

It is furrounded wdth precipices , which form 
at a difiance a perfpetftive rough and wild, but 
romantic and agreeable; fo that the place, not 
content with the functity and reverential awe 
infpired by the fhrine of its god, has all the 
advantages of natural ftrength to defend it 
from facrilegious violence. Our firfi vifit was 
to Theagenes , a priefi of the temple, to whom 
Procles and myfelf were introduced by Ar- 
chias. His houfe will be our lodging whilft 
we day here ; and , without any difrefpe# to 
the curiofities of the place , his converfation 
is my chief entertainment. He has the care 
of the facred records , which he has brought 
from a date of confufion into excellent order. 
His- learning is' extenfive, but folid ; rendered 
u'feful by the readinefs with which he com- 
municates it, and amiable by the fingolar 
candor and modedy which accompany it. He 
fpeaks of his religion in fuch a manner as to 
fupport the dignity of his profeffion , yet with- 
out offending thofe who claim a right to think 
and talk of it more freely. In the morning 
one of the Periegetai ,s w hofe profeflion is to 
(how the antiquities of the place,' made us an 
offer of his fervice, which they do to all firan- 
gers immediately after their arrival. We began 

with 
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with taking a general Purvey of the city, which 
is divided into three parts; the upper town, 
the middle one , where the temple hands, and 
the lower town. The city in general is but 
indifferently built; the lireets are narrow and 
irregular, many of them winding round the 
craggy paths of the mountain. If being em- 
ployed in facred offices contributes towards 
rendering a people virtuous, thofe of Delphi 
are eminently fo, fince the fervice of the temple 
finds bulinefs for the greateft part of the in- 
habitants ; arid no fmall profits arife to them 
from the vaft concourfe of Grangers , who coine 
from all parts to confult the oracle. Our guide 
afterwards led us to a theatre, arid the portico 
called Lefche , where are three pi&ures of 
Polygnotus , dedicated to Apollo by the 
Cnidians. The fubjed of one is the taking of 
Troy ; of another , the embarkation of the 
Greeks for their return; of the third, the de- 
fcent of Ulysses into hell, as defcribed in the 
Odyffey of Homer. The fecond of thefe pic- 
tures alone contains above one hundred figures, 
whofe names are marked at the feet of each ; 
which ufeful invention greatly aflifis the fpec- 
tators to underhand the defign of the painter. 
We fiaid fo long to admire the variety of coun- 
tenances , habits, and attitudes, expreffed with 
that truth of defign and force of coloring pe- 
culiar to the works of Polygnotus, that the 
evening infenfibly wore upon us. We returned 
to Theagenes to fupper, and deferred our vifit 
to the temple till. next day. 

3. i5 
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This magnificent edifice was built in the 
fifty-eighth Olympiad, (after the firft temple 
had been burnt,) at the common charge ol all 
Greece, under the direction of Spintharus of 
Corinth, who engaged to finilh it for three 
hundred talents. Such was the veneration 
paid to the deity its protestor , that foreign 
States , as well as private perfons , contributed 
towards carrying on the work ; particularly 
Amasis king of ./Egypt , and the Alcmeonidae, 
a noble Athenian family, who were banilhed 
their native country by Pisistratus, and came 
to fettle at Delphi. The front is of Parian 
marble ; the reft of the edifice is built with a 
hard white ftone called Porus. The pediment 
of the principal front is ornamented with fculp- 
tures , reprefenting Latona , Apollo , Diana , 
and the nine Mufes. In the pediment of the 
weftern front, are Bacchus and the Menades. 
Thefe fculptures were begun by Praxias an 
Athenian , and after his death finifhed by 
another Athenian named Androsthenes. As 
\ve entered the porch , we took notice of the 
fentences of the feven Grecian wife men, 
“ Know thyfelf , &c. ” left there by each of 
thofe philosophers, in their hand- writing , 
when they vifited the temple. In the fame 
place is a brazen ftatue of Homer ; in the pe- 
deftal is infcribed an oracle , bidding him be- 
ware of an enigma, which, according to an 
old , but perhaps fabulous , tradition , was the 
occafion of his death , through vexation that 
he could not interpret it. The columns within 
are hung round with the arms and enfigns taken 
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at Salamis and Plataea. It was, thou maveft 
imagine, my noble friend, the molt difagreeable 
circumftance in taking a furvey of the temple, 
to fee fo many eternal monuments of the Gre- 
cian victories over us confecrated folemnly to 
the deity of the place, and defcending to pof- 
terity , as indelible marks of their triumphs 
and our difgrace. I beheld with concern the 
ftatues of Mii.tiades, and the ancient heroes 
of Attica, Cecrops and Panoion, carved by 
Phidias out of the booty taken at Marathon. 
When I went on further , and our guide, in 
pompous language, pointed to the palm-tree 
of bronze , and the gilt Minerva , fent hither 
after Cimon’s fuccelles , it was with difficulty 
that I reprefled my fighs , and checked my juft 
warmth. But 1 law with fecret pleafure the 
trophies fet up by the ftates of Greece for 
their conquefts over each other, which in fome 
degree obliterate the memory of thefe lolfes, 
or at leaft render them more fupportable. 
There is a chapel juft finifhed out of the riches 
gained by the Athenians in the prefent war. 
Beaks of fhips , brazen bucklers, and arms 
fiained with blood, are hung round the fides; 
and an infcription on a marble tablet comme- 
morates the battle of Naupa6tus 69 , and the 
praifes of Phormio , the Athenian admiral, 
with a recital of the names of the vanquifhed 
cities, Corinth, Sparta, and Megara. 

The temple is in all parts embellifhed with 
innumerable prefents of commonwealths , 

. • »t 
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princes, and private perfons, which I fhould 
tire thee to del cri be particularly. Deludedmen! 
as if even the protection of their own gods , 
fuppoiing them real , could be obtained by the 
ambitious, the deceitful, or the covetous, for 
a fiver vafe, or an embroidered robe; or as 
if the pious, the humane, and the juft, fidod 
in need of fuch corrupt recommendations. 
Croesus, king of Lydia, was, during his 
reign , the molt generous adorer of the Delphic 
god ; they Ihowed a golden lion , feveral fa- 
crificing utenlils finely embodied , and bracelets 
fet with jewels, amounting, as they told us, 
to the value of two hundred and fifty-four ta- 
lents, which he fent hither at different times. 
There can be no ftronger example than his of 
the fatal effeCts of mifguided piety. The priefts, 
not contented with amufing that unfortunate 
prince by dark and myfterious anfwers, hur- 
ried him on , by one fatally ambiguous , to 
the imprudent ftep of palling the river Halys 
to attack our great Cyrus, which colt him his 
kingdom. It was with good reafons, that after 
his captivity he fent to reproach the god w ith 
having ungratefully deceived a monarch who 
was his greatefi benefaCtor. Thou wilt not 
wonder that the riches of the place have often 
expofed it to hoftile fury. Not to enlarge upon 
the attempts of Danaus and Pyrrhus in old 
times, funice it to fay, that the temple was 
pillaged by the Criffeans in the forty-fourth 
Olympiad; and that the unfuccefsful attack 
made by a detachment of Xerxes’s army was 
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attended with too remarkable circumftances to 
be loon forgot. > 

By the particular favor of Theagenes, we 
were admitted to take a fhort view of the 
fanCtuary. The chafm in the earth , from 
which Apollo reveals his prophetic dilates, 
is always covered with a tripod , a kind of 
hollow table with three feet , on which the 
Pythia is placed in a pofture the inoft con- 
venient to receive the infpiring vapor. A cur- 
tain made of a fkin , which they call the hide 
of the monfter Python , conceals the holy 
virgin from prophane eyes. : 

As we went out of the temple, we ob- 
ferved a venerable old man, 'Who looked like 
one of the inferior priefts, employed with par- 
ticular gravity in admonifhing fome birds to 
retire , who had perched themfelves upon the 
columns and ftatues at the entrance. lie told 
them, that he lhould be extremely concerned 
to be inftrumental in the death of animals, - 
whofe various flights foretold to mankind the 
unerring will of the immortal gods. The birds • 
feemed to take no notice ' of this pathetic 
harangue, and continued th«ic chirping ; upon 
which the old prieft , with great indignation , 
took up a bow and arrows that lay by him, 
and exerted his fkill in archery fo effectually , 
as foon to difperfe thefe prophane molefiers 
of the temple. My friend Procles and myfelf, 
who with no fmall difficulty had preferved 
our gravity at the ridiculous ftories of our 
conductor, could not, upon this occafion, help 
afking him , with a fmile , the office of this 
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prieft, who feemed to have fo large a fhare 
in the dexterity of the far-lhooting Apollo , 
his patron. Theagenes , who accompanied 
us, prevented him by faying, that though by 
his founding title t» ©t5> guardian 

of the gold of the god, he might feein to be 
of high confequence arnongft them , his em- 
ployment was really no other than to walh the 
pavement of the temple with water from the 
fountain Caftalia; to fill two marble urns, 
which hand at the. entrance , from thatfpring; 
to place branches and crowns of frefli laurel 
in proper places; and to perform thofe cere- 
monies towards the birds , of which we had 
juft been fpe6lators. 

Thou, my noble friend, who adhereft to 
the law delivered by Zoroaster, with a zeal 
arid fincerity becoming its primitive profeffors, 
roayeft fmile at thefe extravagancies of the 
Greek fuperftitions ; but thou wilt have no 
reafon to be furprifed at them , when thou 
eonlidereft , that, from the earlieft ages the 
artful and defigning have concurred to keep 
the credulous multitude in the darknefs of 
religious ignorance. 

'• P. 
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LETTER CXV. 

Hydaspes to Ceeander. 

Tho. wilt be furprifed to hear, that Or- 
sames , whom thou fuppofeft fiill engaged in 
the myfterious learning and ftupendous works 
of ./Egypt; or whom perhaps thou flattereft 
thyfelt to be preparing for a vilit to thee, in 
order to crown his obfervations with the 
more humane Itudies and finifhed arts of Greece; 
that the contemplative , the inquifitive Or- 
sames has put an end to his curious voyage, 
and is returned to Sufa. Such was the will 
of the wife Art^eus , whole commands our 
young friend has always been accultomed to 
obey , from a readinefs arifing not only from a 
principle of duty, but from a conltant experience 
of their being the kindelt, as well as the molt 
reafonable. Accordingly he flew back to court 
with fuch fpeed , as il he had known that the 
molt accomplilhed princefs there , and the 
greatelt fucceffion in the empire , waited his 
arrival. 

The friendlhip which has long fub filled 
between the families of Art^eus and Sisamnes, 
gave Orsames frequent opportunities of feeing 
the beauteous Parmys before he went upon 
his travels. He faw and admired her ; but 
intent on the purfuit of fcience , he formed 
no other than the diltant hope of qualifying 
himfelf one day to deferve her. SisamneS* 
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in the mean time, defcended from a long line 
of Hyrcanian fatraps , which , by the lofs of 
two noble fons , he faw ready to end in 
himfelf, turned all his views upon his beloved 
Parmys; and was looking round, among the 
great families of Perlia 1 , for a youth to adopt 
into his own , and make happy in his daughter. 
Kor could he long be in fufpenfe ; the heir of 
Artveus foon fixed his choice. Educated under 
a father vvhofe virtues have placed him at the 
head of the fupreme tribunal , and whole elo- 
quence prevails in the council of the great 
Icing, as thou telleft us that of Pericles did 
in the Athenian aflembly , Orsames Iteadily 
lcept his eye, not on the dazzling honors which 
are to defcend to him, but on the glorious 
methods by which they were acquired; and 
while he attended only to the improvement 
of his mind by the converfation of the wife, 
was not confcious that he was obferved and 
admired by the great. But as foon as ever 
this alliance was known , the public had but 
one voice about it; and the univerfal approba- 
tion it meets with , is a teftimony to virtue 
and good fenfe worthy of a lefs degenerate 
age. The mighty Artaxerxes has indeed led 
the way , by breaking through that frugality 
in bellowing honors, which, thou knowelt, 
he fo wifely obferves , and continuing the 
dignities of Sisamnes to his fon-in-law. 

It was the day before the marriage, that, 
accompanied by the polite Mage Teaspes, 
(whom the good talte of Orsames had diliin— 
guilhed early among the fages in the Ba&rian 
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fchools,) I found him not at all elated at this 
near profpect of greatnefs, but engaged, as 
ufual , in thofe Itudies which form the patriot 
and the ltatefman. The archives of the em- 
pire lay open before him ; he propofed fe- 
veral queltions with that ingenuous vehemence 
which fo well becomes him; nor would he 
fuller us to leave him , without one of thofe 
friendly debates which 1 have often defcribed 
to thee among the chiel pleafures of iny Bac-i 
trian retirement. 

Let us not imagine , my dear Oleander , 
that a young man , who comes into the world 
with fuch difpoGtions, comes into it too early'. 
It might be a fatal experiment in molt great 
families; but how few at his age have lived 
and thought like him? We fhould rather efteem 
it a peculiar felicity, that he is at once carried 
over that dangerous term of life , wherein fuch 
numbers of our noble youth lofe all the fruits- 
of their education , and receive a taint which 
affe&s their w hole future conduct. It is furely 
very' unaccountable, that a courfe of luxury 
and riot lhould be held a neceflary prepara- 
tion to a life of virtue and honor ; and the 
inftrudions and company of philofophers be 
conGdered as an impediment to our knowledge 
of the world. But Orsames will be a ftriking 
inltance of the abfurdity of thefe maxims. Noi^ 
need his learned friends apprehend that the 
man of letters will be loft in the man of the 
world. Inftead of abandoning the arts he 
loved , he will Ihow how much they adorn 
the higheft Itations ; nor will his increaling 
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acquaintance among the great drive from his 
heart the companions of his fiudies. He will 
not be the lei’s their friend, becaufe he is in 
a lituation to be their patron. 

May the power which watches over the 
fate of the empire infpire our riling genera- 
tion with an emulation' of thefe virtues ! So 
lhall the honor of the Perfian difcipline be 
reltored ; and we fhall be able to oppofe an 
equal band of heroes to thofe lhining genii 
among the Greeks , who make thee tremble 
fometimes for the throne of Alia. 

W. 


LETTER CXVI. 

Cratippus to Oleander From Sparta. 

W,. we were a, Thebes together, mr 
Oleander, our converfation turned very much 
on the ftptes of Greece, and thou wert parti- 
cularly inquifitive after the policy and manners 
of Lacedaemon. I related to thee at that time 
fome obfervations 1 had made , and promifed 
to fend them, on my return to Sparta, more 
accurately drawn up in writing. It is indeed 
*n unhappy circumflance , that thou art pre- 
vented from viliting this feat of military virtue 
and unadulterated good fenfe, as well by the 
laws of the republic , as by that jealous and 
inhofpitable temper which is the offspring of 
civil war. I parted from thee with uncommon 
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reluctance , as I knew that the difcovery of 
one of my letters 70 lalt year in Athens, had 
reduced us from an open , cheerful , and im- 
proving converfation , to a dry, timorous, and 
referved correfpondence. I lhall write to thee 
indeed at prelent with more freedom , not 
only becaufe the city where thou now relideft 
enters not into the feuds and politics of Greece, 
but becaufe the fubjeCt, on which thou delireft 
to be enlightened , requires an explicit per- 
fpicuity. Whilft thou informelt thyfelf of the 
mofi curious circumfiances attending the mod 
celebrated oracle in the world, let me entertain 
thee with the inftitutions and commonwealth 
of that lawgiver , whom the fame oracle pro- 
nounced a god. So great was either the re- 
putation of Lycurgus to command this tefti- 
mony, or fo great his art in procuring it. 

The country of Laconia has often changed 
its name and its poffelfors. It was called Le- 
legia, from king Lelex ; Oebalia, from Oeba- 
lus , the father of Castor and Pollux, (whofe 
amicable and united government produced the 
known fable concerning them ,) and obtained 
the appellation it now has from king Lace- 
d*mon. It was held firft by the Achaeans, with 
Pelops at their head ; next by the Sparti, who 
were governed by Cadmus; then by the de- 
fcendants of the Argonauts; and laftly by the 
race of Hercules, from whom the inhabitants 
of our days are derived. There is fomething, 
methinks, ridiculous enough in the tedious 

7° See Letter xci. 
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and grave hiftories recorded of thefe men. 
Doubtlefs the craggy territory of Laconia fared 
like other parts of Greece, when wild and 
uncultivated. During the early ages, the lands 
that lay near the fea-coafts were an harbour 
for pirates , who put themfelves under the 
guidance of a general or petty prince , and 
plundered the more fruitful, and confequently 
the more inhabited , parts of the earth , with 
the greater rcfolution , as they imagined no 
man would purfue them to the barren rocks 
that protected them. Such were the Achaei 
and Heraclidae , the firft lords of the foil, and 
boalted anceftors of fo polifhed a pofterity ; 
favage robbers in their original , improved by 
foreign colonies , and civilized by a firange 
concurrence of whimfical events. 

The city of Sparta (they fay) owes its rife 
to king Lacedaemon. It is of a round figure , 
without walls or a citadel. The houfes are 
built with lingular fimplicity; for the only 
tools allowed by law for building! are an axe 
and a hand-faw. The Euratos runs along the 
eaft fide of the plain in which it is fituated , _ 
and often lays walte the country by its inunda- 
tions. It is furrounded by hills, on one fide 
rough and inacGeffible; on the other, varied 
by cafcades and torrents , which fall into the 
river, that winds impetuoufly through the valley. 
The very manner of the place is l'uited to the 
hardy temper of the people. 

No republic has been more various in its t 
form than this. At firft it was a monarchy , 
and continued in that ftate till Process and 
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Eurysthenes, the fons of Aristodemus. They 
ruled it jointly , and from them two kings are 
entailed for ever on Lacedaemon. All law s 
were made and cancelled at their will ; all 
magilirates were created at their pleafure, and 
accountable to them. Things went on fmoothly 
in the fame channel lor many years , when 
Eurytion , through a weaknefs of underftand- 
ing, or a mean affectation, of popularity, leffened 
his own power, and made room for the efforts 
of fedition. The kings were afterwards de- 
firous to remedy the confufion arifing from the 
folly or vanity of their predeceffor , and at- 
tempted to refume their former authority. But 
the people contended for their imaginary rights 
with fuch violence , that in a riot they killed 
one of their princes, the father of Lycurgus. 
Nothing was able now to reftrain their fury; 
they infilled on a chimerical equality of ranks, 
and overthrew the diftin&ions and neceflary 
fubordinations of fociety. Every man who had 
the leaft knowledge of the laws * invented 
fubtleties to evade them, pretended to interpret 
them , and would have impofed his private 
fenfe for the public opinion. In this captious 
difpofition , the flighteft offence from the ma- 
giftrate confirmed the abfurdity, increafed the 
obftinacy , and raifed the infolence of an ex- 
afperated multitude. Lycurgus alone ven- 
tured to oppofe the torrent with equal fpirit 
and abilities ; nor did the lofs of an eye affect 
him, which in a warm debate was ftruck out 
by the fadious Alcander. He began with 
concerting a fcheme among his friends for a 
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thorough reformation; then formed a council 
of thirty among the principal citizens, and 
ftationed a guard of foldiers in the forum , to 
prevent an infurretftion ; rightly judging, that 
a violent difeafe required as violent a remedy. 
When this was done, and the commonwealth 
had given him a power of new-modelling the 
conftitution , he eftablifhed a fenate with the 
kings at their head, and gave laws to the people, 
which, without being committed to writing, 
he has contrived to engrave on their hearts 
by the rigor of education. They are recorded 
no where , except in the verfes of Terpander, 
who has reduced them into the meafures of 
poetry. Their number is not large ; for, as 
Charilaus very fmartly faid , “ They who ufe 
u few words can want but few laws. ” Forti- 
tude and a contempt of pleafure are principally 
inculcated there. Every citizen is obliged ltri6tly 
to conform to them ; for which reafon Pau- 
sanias thought Sparta anfwered the trueft no- 
tion of a free government, when he pronounced 
u it to be “ the empire of laws , and not of 
u men. ” As Lycurgus had travelled into all 
parts of the world , he had great opportunities 
of comparing the pra6tice.of different legiflators. 
He examined the different inltitutions of Mi- 
nos in Crete , went into Spain and Africa, and 
even converfed with the Gymnofophifts in 
India. From jEgypt he took the hint of mak- 
ing the foldiers a diftin$ body from thofe who 
were occupied in the labors of the tillage ; and 
after he had compounded the belt fyltem which 
the wifdom of others or his own could invent. 
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he forbad the laws of all fiates, that differed 
from Lacedsemon , to be commended , or even 
mentioned in Sparta. It is owing to the fame 
caution , that no citizen is fuffered to travel 
into foreign parts. On being alked by fome- 
body , why he gave an ariliocratical , not a 
popular turn to the conftitution , he bad him 
“ go and try the experiment at home. ” The 
queltion w r as a very odd one , in a city that had 
fuffered fo much from the fury of the people. 
Lycurgus died at Delphi by voluntarily ab- 
Itaining from food , becaufe he had folemnly 
obliged his countrymen with an oath to obey 
his laws till his return ; a thing which he never 
intended. Satisfied that he had lived fuffi-» 
ciently for his country, he chofe to leave the 
world, when he was old, with an intrepidity 
agreeable to his Item character ; and thought 
it unbecoming a great man to die timoroufly 
and weakly , or to outlive his memory and 
parts in indolence. His citizens pay him di- 
vine honors in a temple they have built to him, 
not fo much out of regard to the fenfe of the 
oracle , as to the dilates of their own grateful 
hearts. 

While he was in Ionia, he recovered Ho- 
mer’s poems from the defcendants ofCREOPHi- 
lus , and publilhed them in Greece. In Crete 
too he put himfelf under the care of Thales, 
a writer of Lyric odes , and was inftru$ed by 
him. It appears that he had fome tafie for 
polite literature , though he has carefully ex- 
tinguilhed the love of it in his commonwealth ; 
for it is remarkable, that their dialect is fo 
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uncouth , and the people are taught by the 
law to be fo fparing of words, that no man 
in Lacedajmon ever raifed his fame as a poet. 
Ai-cman is the only exception to this remark; 
and he, by a furprifing ftrength of genius, has 
made himfelf admired over all Greece. The 
beauty and jultnefs of his fenliments are the 
more firiking, as the words which clothe them 
are inelegant. Belides the fuppreflion of fu- 
perfluous difcourfes , and the entertainments 
of the theatre, there is nothing tends fo effec- 
tually to damp all attention to letters among 
the Spartans , as that inftitution of Lycurgus, 
by which the magiftrate is made the licencer 
of every fprightly and literary, as well as po- 
litical compofition; and the right of judging in 
matters of tafte is unnaturally transferred from 
the impartial voice of the public , the belt and 
only arbiter in thofe cafes , to the thrones of 
the Ephori. Such are the fetters laid upon 
wit in Sparta, both by the roughnefs of their 
language, and the genius of their policy. » 
They contemn the refinements of fcience 
and fubtle fpeculations : they pretend , that no 
ftudies are encouraged here, but thofe which 
ftrengthen the underfianding , without per- 
plexing it, and polifh the manners, without 
enervating them. It is their opinion , that we 
are bgrn for a6tion, and not theory; and for 
the fervice , rather than the entertainment of 
mankind. Oratory is not only negle6ted, but 
abhorred in Sparta. They have no idea of what 
it is to be copious, and banifhed Cephisophon 
for faying, “ he could talk a whole day upon 

any 
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w any queition. ” * A .rhetorician; told one of 
their kings, that eloquence was the. molt ex- 
cellent gift to mankind ; he anfvvered You 
“ do well to fay fo ; becaufe when ivoh are 
“ commanded filence , you are ufelels. ’h 1 ! The 
fententJ.ous brevity, and exquilite poignancy 
of the Laconic way of talking, are grown into 
a proverb. They laugh at the artful turns and 
round periods of the Athenians, and teach their 
children from their infancy to comprehend 
much in a ihort phrafe ; to exprfcfs at once 
their whole meaning, fo as to vie,: -in ilee 
manner of conveying their thoughts; .with the 
quicknefs of thought itfelfl . Thus the-Spartans 
are fond of dexterity,, not only in the exetcifes 
ol' war , but in thofe of the underllanding. 
They have the molt exalted notions of liberty, 
and define it to be a, contempt of death*' with 
the love oi virtue. Juli before the jit va lion 
of Greece, Buris and Sprrth es wentt to Xerxes 
to be punilhed in.ithe name of theif city 1 , 
agreeably to the commands of. the oracle as 
a fytisla&ion for the niurder of - thofe rrtef- 
fenge' s H a^ius; had. fent:,to them. The king 
was pleafed with, them bravery *. and gerteroufly 
forgave them: he then.alkcd them to continue 
with him , and commanded Indarnes: to tnake 
them large oilers, and. pfefs: them Mery warmly. 
But they lieadily refufed , and told ttu>A>RfcB&, 
He knew what it was. to be ; d fervdnt , > but 
. was ignorant of the bleilings of liberty ;i ! for 
" if he had .tailed it,, he would have advifed 
diem to maintain it, not only^ vvith the 
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u - weapons of a foldier, but, for want of them , 
“ with a fpade or mattock* or any inftrument 
“ of defence they could meet with. ” No 
freedom of difcourfe is allowed any where but 
in the fenate or the alfembly. It is efteemed 
an impertinent curiofity to difcufs fuch points, 
except in thofe places which the magiftrate 
ordains , or on thofe occafions which the con- 
fiitution marks out. A man would be branded, 
with infamy for a minute examination into the 
•affairs of his acquaintance; or even attending 
ai court of juftice, if his own bulihefs did not 
call him there. < 

Thou, my excellent friend, who art prac- 
tifed in the ways of men , muft have ceafed 
long lince to be moved by the tranfports of 
admiration : but art thou not pleafed with 

difcovering that there is one community in the 
' World , w here every individual confines his 
•attention to that w’hich properly concerns him- 
,felf ? Free from a love'of fcandal , and all idle 
inquiries into the manners* of their neighbours, 
(a paflion which leads' to public calumny, ! not 
private reproof, and increafes- the impudence 
of bad men, without checking the-progrefs of 
vice,) no Spartan finds his time- hang heavy 
on his hands. Engaged' for Over in laudable 
purfuits, their yOuth is a ftate of temperance 
and exercife; their manhood of military fer- 
vice;' their old age is fpent in : an healthy and 
full enjoyment of their faculties , in the ad- 
miniltration of the laws , in applying their 
experience to the education of others, and in 

" i • ' f. 
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the agreeable reflexion , that , during the 
courfe ol' a life varioufly occupied , they have 
fcarcely palled an hour unprofitably to them- 
felves or their country'. , 

1 C. 


LETTER CXVII. 

Oleander to Gobryas, Chief Scribe. From 
Delphi. , 

M -‘" •• •• •* ■ f i >-i * 

y excurfions from Athens are , I hope , 
by no means ufelefs torthe king’s fervice. I 
enlarge my knowledge of the diipofitions and 
government of the Grecian Itates. I tranfrnit 
my obfervations upon the manners and curiofi-r 
ties both of art and nature , which occur in thg 
places I pafs through to the minifters of the 
lublime court; and I endeavour, at the fame 
time, not to neglect the, affairs of that city 
which is the particular feene of my employment, 
-A meeting of the Amphitftyons, or Itates 
general of Greece, now held at Delphi;! af- 
fords me a fair occatiottuitp? lay beldre.f thee 
fome account of their origin »r, form ,1 andlbu- 
linefs. . They are a part of the Grecian coiir 
fiitution, to which' the Perliaus have but little 
attended, and with which -it may be highly 
advantageous , not to fay necelfary, for theig 
to be better acquainted , in their future ne- 
gotiations here. This celebrated alfembly, re* 
ceived its name, as well as inftitution , from 
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AMPrttCTYON , an Athenian king; who, ob- 
lerving that the fepamte intereiis and difl'en- 
fions which prevailed arnonglt the Grecian re- 
publics , expofed them to the invaliops of their 
more powerful neighbours , wifely exhorted 
them to unite, by deputies, in one common 
body, which might,, in times of danger, con- 
cert the belt meafures lor their mutual falety, 
and prevent, by its falutaiy influence, the ill 
effects of private animolities and .disjointed 
counfels. As he was a pious as well as poli- 
tical prince, he put the temple of Delphi, and 
the facred territory , under the care and ;pro- 
te^ion of the Ampbi<%onic tribunal ; wifely 
thinking, I that the publiei defence and public 
religion fhould be matters? of a general concern 
to the Grecians ,•► however divided on fubjecSs- 
of lefs importance,' Aeiusius , who reigned 
feveral years after at Argosy is reported to have 
incretffed the privileges, and regulaledi -the 
laws, of the Amphidtyons ; and is for that 
rOafon elttemed byifortve a fecond founder. 
The Itates which enjoy the right defending ' 
deputies to this council, are at prefent* twelve ; 
the Jonidns, Thbft'afiansv Boeotians, Dorians, 
Pefthaebeans , M tcgnelians ,. Locrians p Getians, 
PhUiiotians , i Maleans p Phocians , and Dolo- 
pians ; 'but' it is pidbfible , that as fome may 
brave forfeited thatdiftonction ,nand others been 
admitted in later 4irhfes/, r who were not ori- 
ginally included^uithe number has not been 
always the fame. TKe-aflembiy meets in the 
fpring and antumii of every year-/ •either at 
Delphi or Thermopylae ; . and every city amonglt 
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flie people who compofe it, chufes two mem- 
bers, the one called the Hieromnemon , and 
the other the Pylagoras, to represent it. The 
former is elected by lot , and has the honor 
lo be prefident of the council in his turn, to 
gather the voices, pronounce the decree , and 
adminifter at the facrifices , which are made 
either in the name of all the Greeks, or the 
particular city by which he is deputed. The 
latter is chofen by vote, and is properly th§ 
orator of the deputation ; he delivers the opi- 
nion of his flats, defends it again!! any accufa- 
tion , and takes care of its intereft upon all 
occalions. As foon as thefe deputies arrive at 
the place where the Amphi&yons are convened, 
they offer up a facrifice to the tutelar deity; 
at Delphi to Apollo, at Thermopylae to Ceres. 
Then they repair to the afTemhly; but before 
they are admitted to take their feats , the fol- 
lowing oath is tendered to them , which „ 
being a remarkable one, I fhall here infert: 

“ I fwear never to contribute towards de- 
“ firoying any of the cities honored with the 
u right of chufing Amphuityons ; or flop the 
“ courfe of their running waters , either in 
“ time of war or peace, if any perfon (teal 
“ the offerings out of the temple of Apollo , 
u or afllfi another in fo doing, I will oppofe 
u them with my hands, feet, voice, and my 
u whole flrength. Whoever infringes this oath, 
“ whether it be a fiate or a private perfon, let 
“ them be accurfed of Apollo , Diana, La- 
u tona, and Minerva the provident! may their 
(C foil prove barren , their women bring forth 
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“ nothing but monfters , and their animals not 
u produce in kind! May they never perform a 
u pure facrifice to Apollo , Diana , and Mi- 
u nerva the provident; and may their offerings 
“ be an abomination to thofe deities ! May 
u they be alike unfuccefsful in war and law- 
u fuits, and may their pofterity be extirpated 
from the face of the earth ! ” 

A perfect equality is kept up amongfi the 
members of this great council; the reprefenta- 
tives of the moft powerful republic in Greece 
have no advantage or pre-eminence over thofe 
of the leafi. Each ftate, from the flourilhing 
commonwealth of Athens to the petty town of 
Eretria, poffelTes the right of two votes in the 
perfons of its deputies ; and , by having an 
equal lhare in the deliberations of the Am- 
phi$yons , looks upon itfelf as equally con- 
cerned in the welfare of Greece. As their 
meetings are attended with avail: concourfe of 
people from all parts of the country, it has been 
ufeful , on particular occalions , for the Hie- 
romnemones to fummon all the Grecians, who 
then happen to be refident in the place where 
the alfembly is held, to aflift at its delibera- 
tions; with this difiintftion , that the latter are 
not allowed to vote , but merely called upon 
to countenance, by their prefence, the decrees 
of ihe Amphittyons , and to give them a fuller 
fan#ion. The power of this diet is very large, 
and extends to the proclaiming of war, and 
the deciding of public differences , of which 
I Ihall mention two remarkable infiances. 
About the time of Solon , the Cirrhaeans and 
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Acragallidae , befides other infolenceS, plun- 
dered the temple of Delphi, and disregarded 
the orders of the Arnphidtyons ; upon which 
that body, after taking theadvice ol the oracle, 
declared war againft them in the name of all 
Greece ; defeated their forces , reduced the 
whole nation, as polluted with facrilege and 
impiety, to a ftate of fervitude , and demot- 
ed their country to the Service of the god. 
In the accommodating way, their endeavours 
have not been, lefs fuccefsful than in the mi- 
litary; for when the Spartans and Argives ha^l 
haraffed each other by a continued war £jr 
many years, they referred their difference to 
the arbitration of the Amphi&yons , who , 
without taking upon them to determine the 
jultice of the caufe on either fide , ordered 
them to bring it to. a Ihort iffue by a combat 
of four hundred men , chofen out of both 
armies. Of late years. they have intermeddled 
lefs than ufual in the great affairs of Greece, 
and held their meetings chiefly for form fake; 
their chief bufinefs at prgfent being to fettle 
a tax upon the Grecian Itates for forne addi- 
tions and repairs to .the. temple, of Delphi. 
The end of their inftitption, was certainly to 
keep up a good underftandig in a nation com- 
pofed of fo many different, governments , and 
jarring, interefis ; and were the' leading re- 
publics difpofed to accommodate thpi-r dis- 
putes , overtures towards- ^negotiation could 
not.be fet on foot any were, with greater 
weight and propriety, than in this affembly. 


ft ij8 ATHENIAN 

I rejoice to hear of the vigorous -resolu- 
tions of our potent monarch. Another year 
can hardly pafs over, before foine crifis may 
offer itfelr, which may induce him to employ 
the forces fo wifely ordered to be got in readi- 
jiefs. 1 have now difcharged the duty I owe 
the Icing, as his minifter in Greece; but it is 
a duty no lefs inctnnbent on me , to acknow- 
ledge the protection I received from thee, noble 
fcribe , again!! the afperfions which the malice 
of enemies would have thrown on my reputa- 
•Ijpn and conduct. Hard is it .for a man who 
is" ‘Struggling abroad , amid!! difficulties and 
hazards, in the Service of his ; prince, to be 
expofed at home to the Hander of the malicious, 
the reports of the credulous , and the judgment 
o! the ignorant. But thou,* generous G obryas, 
proceeded not on the common maxims of 
courts; thou art no lefs Beady in protecting 
merit , than Sagacious in difcovering it ; and as 
thy recommendations to preferment are never 
intended to ferve a bafe unworthy end, thou 
f cornel! to give up a minifter who ferves faith- 
fully , through motives of fear or intereft. May 
the chronicles of Perfia , which tranfrnit down 
thy fame to pofterity , as a' wife, an hone!!, and 
an able minifter, when they record Oleander, 
^the Ephefian , amdng thole who had the honor 
to execute thy commands, mention him as one 
•who was a follower, not of thy fortunes, but 

of thy virtues-. 1' ! : Furewel. 

iv to dl;w . i'ii it / 1 ; i - P, 

.• idumlio .'.i m n-uii. : 
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LET TE R 5. 

Extract of Letters from Athens. 

lofs in JKtolia is confiderable, not for 
the number of citizens, which did not exceed 
one hundred and twenty, but for the quality 
and valor of the flain. They were , moft of 
them , of the belt families m Athens , and 
diftinguilhed by their experience and gallantry. 
Demosthenes, our general, has been blamed, 
with reafon , for quitting the liege of Leucas, 
which he was in a condition of taking , to 
comply with the perfualions of the Meflenians, 
who flattered him w'ith the hopes of making 
an eafy conqueft of ^Ltolia. Since his defeat 
he has relided at Naupa#us, and lately obtained 
a reinforcement of a thoufand men from the 
Acarnanians, to fecure that important place 
(whole fortifications are of a large extent) 
againli the attempts of Euryeochus , the 
Spartan. We have lately received difpatches 
from hin>, which bring us an account , that 
Eurylochus, with three thoufand Lacedasmo- 
nians , having marched through Locris , and 
joined the ^Etolians , laid wafte the country 
about Naupa#us , and let fire to part of the 
fuburbs ; but they no fooner heard that fuc- 
cours were arrived , than they retired into 
jEtolia, without receiving any advantage from 
this expedition, except recovering Molycrium 
for the Corinthians. But it is imagined they 
have a delign on foot to attack Argos and 
Acarnania. Our advices from Sicily inform 
ots, that Carneades, our admiral, has been 
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killed in a fea-ftght againlt the Syracufians, 
and that Paches , who fuceeeds him in the 
command , has taken Meffina. We have not 
received fo much damage from the fettlement 
of the Lacedaemonians at Heraclea as was ex- 
pelled; lor the colonv , inliead of being ftrong 
enough to make defcents into Euboea, is much 
haralled by the continual incurlions of the 
Thelfalians, its neighbours. The worfi of our 
jnislortunes is, that the plague Itill continues. 

The ifland of Delos has been purified by 
order of the people , and the quinquennial 
feltival 71 , formerly celebrated there, revived 
with great pomp and folemnity. Nicias was 
appointed to conduct the chorus ol fingers and 
dancers, and prelide at the performance of 
this pious work , and has acquitted himfelf in 
the charge to every body’s fatisfadion ; having 
fet up a brazen palm-tree in honor of the god, 
and confecrated a large piece of land to the 
fervice of the temple. 

An Amphidvonic council is likewife efiablilh- 
ed, compofed of deputies from this city, and the 

7 * A critic might venture from the mention of this 
council , not the lealt trace of which is to be found in 
any ancient author, to call in queflion the genuinenefs of 
our letters. But obferve , reader , how luckily all cir- 
cumftances confpire to eftablilh their credit. The earl of 
Sandwich has, amongfl other valuable fruits of his travels, 
enriched the literary world with an original ftate of the 
accounts of the temple , made by thefe very AmphiCtyons, 
in the 100th Olympiad. The marble was found at Athens j 
and Dr Taylor has illuftrated and fupplied it with a great 
deal of learning and critical fagacity. See his DilTertation 
on the M armor Sandvicenfe. 
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iflands of the .<Egean , who are to have the 
dire&ion of all matters relating to the temple, 
to regulate the expenfes of the games and fa- 
orifices, and fettle the quota of money which 
each Hate is to contribute towards them. 


LETTER CXVIII. 

Cratjppus to Oleander. From Sparta. 

I have detained thee hitherto , Oleander , 
with fome fcattered remarks on the manners 
of the people I converfe with , and dwelt only 
on the outiide of things. Let us now penetrate 
into the reeefles of their policy , and the pe- 
culiar Itrokes of wifdom which diltinguifh it. / 

I enter on the talk of anatomizing their confti- 
tution with pleafure ; as it is in further obe- 
dience to thy commands, and compliance with 
my own inclinations. And though, like other 
anatomies , it affords more trouble than en- 
tertainment in the execution ; yet in the clofe 
it produces very ufeful matter of reflexion; 
which might be drawn out by thy activity and 
addrefs into confequences of the lait import- 
ance to thy country. 

One aim and intention of Lycurgus was, 
to preferve the commonwealth, he founded, 
from civil feuds. To this end he removed, 
every internal caufe of commotion , by divid- 
ing Lacedaemon into thirty thoufand equal lots; 
and of thefe , nine thoufand are in the hands 
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of the Spartans. The culture of them brings 
forth a very ample provilion for the necelfaries 
of life ; and their care, thou kno weft, extends 
not to its ornaments. The number of citizens 
correfponds exactly to that of the portions of 
land , which are never to be increafed or di~ 
minithed. Thus, not a man in the Itate being 
more powerful than another , the legislator has 
left no fuel for future animofities. By means 
of fo excellent a meafure , and the exclufion 
of foreign commerce in the abolition of filver 
and gold , he has fixed the republic on the 
molt folid and unalterable foundation. This 
laft law, which forbids the current ufe of any, 
except iron or leather money , is conceived 
with the ulmolt art, and in the fpirit of a 
great politician. Fort, betides that it hinders 
the introduction of thofe vices that are the 
ordinary companions of an extenlive trade , 
had he negle&ed to eltablilh it, he would foon 
have found , notwithstanding his caution in 
the Agrarian , that Itill one door was open to 
fedition. Without this inhibition , that lavr 
mult have operated ineffectually; lince the ba- 
lance of money being diftin# from that of land, 
would , by the increafe of riches , in procefs 
of time , have exceeded it ; fo that an unequal 
difiribution of property remaining, the feeds 
of contention would have remained with it; 
and whoever had raifed a large perfonal for- 
tune in traffic , might have been able to. dis- 
turb the commonwealth by faction. 

The legiflator , after having prevented all 
occafion of tumult from within , imagined they 
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would be able to repel any from ' without by 
their union. The Helots, however, have made 
feveral liruggles foi 1 their liberty: they are a 
nation of Haves, (to which a, number of con- 
quered Melfenians has been added fome years 
hnce,) and receive the molt cruel ufage .from 
their mailers. They are of great feyvice in war 
as well as in the tillage, which is ; intruded 
wholly to their induliry. Evely Spartan is atr 
tended by feven of them in the held , and they 
have fought fometimes fo valiantly, as to have 
been prel'ented with a crown of olive and their 
freedom by the ltate. Their multitudes are fo 
conlideirable , as that now and then in harvelf 
time, -the youth are ordered to go out and. 
mafia ere the reapers , when they are return- 
ing from their work in the evening. So in r 
famous and favage a cultorn took its rile from 
the apprehenlion of an inlurredion, , and is 
thought a neceflary adb of policy and felf- 
delence. ! v.b .t 

As to the magiftrat.es of this ltate, they are 
few ; becaufe it is neither vicious populous. 
Thirty ,tnembers ppmpofe the fenau? ,, .which 
js equal to the kings .in powei?- j ,Th«y are 
, chofen by the votes 'of the people ,• ,not.py Jot; 
-and continue in olfioe during life, ifthey lliovv a 
regard to virtue and the public igoK?d; lor good 
morals j are efteemed fo eifential a qualification 
-to Itatefman , that.. if a bad citizen gives an 
opinion which i$ generally approved of, it js 
entered on their journals , as the {idpicc of 
feme, better man , and not in the name of the 
jnover. one is admitted into this yenerable 
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council under the age of fixty , nor unlefs he 
be diltinguifbed for his merit, and has offered 
•hirnfelf a candidate. They are judges in capital 
caufes, and take much time to confider of them; 
•becaufe an error once made in a matter of 
life and death is not to be amended. They 
debate on every point of public bulinefs, arid 
propofe them refolutions to be ^confirmed by 
the alfembly. They are accountable to none., 
and all the offices of the fiate are intruded 
to them. ’ 

The kings are taken Out of the two bran* 
fches of Hercules's family. They mult be 
educated in the Spartan manner; and no fmali 
weight is laid on their bodily perfections, fuch 
as tallnefs and firength : for it is not long fince, 
that the wife Arghibamus was fined in a round 
fum for marrying a fhort wife. They told him, 
“ his pofterity would 1 ^degenerate from their 
“ great anceltors. ” In the beginning of every 
month they take a folemn oath to maintain the 
laws. J They adminilter the holy rites , and 
have a tithe of all fwirie, that none may be 
wanting for the facrifices. They are foie judges 
in cafes of adoption and 1 the high wriy& > A 
double pdrtion is affigned them at the public 
meals, where they are required to attend Con- 
Itantly , and dine at a fepayate table i one of 
them was puniflied fome years ago for eating 
at home with his queen. A palace is appro- 
priated to their ufe , and all outward marks 
of refpecS Ihown them. Their powers, however, 
are very limited in times of peace for each is 
fubjetS to be tried by his brother king, the 
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feftate, and the ephori, although they are in- 
dulged in appealing to the affembly, and fuch 

E oints are determined only alter mature deli- 
eration. In war nothing can be more ex- 
tenlive than their authority. Either of them 
may be fent out at the head of the army, and 
performs all the offices of a general without 
control ; and though he has counfellors ap- 
pointed him , it is in his own breafi to follow 
their advice , or depart from it. The family 
and relations of the kings are treated with no 
more regard than other citizens; but the he- 
reditary right is fo fecure, that notwithfiand- 
ing the father fuffers 'exile for mal-adininiltra- 
tion, the punilhment reaches not to the fon ! , 
,nor is he excluded from the fucceffion. 

'■ ■ The people are divided into fix tribes, and 
diltinguilhed by their d relies , fandals, and 
way of wearing their hair, from all other Gre- 
cians. The great popular affembly of Laconia 
is oompofed of thirty thoufand citizens , dif- 
perfedinto every city and diltri# of the coun- 
try* the lefler, of the Spartans , which meets 
.on 'every occafion, while the other is never 
'Called together, except on the important fub- 
je$ of peace or war. The place where they 
• receive the propofitions of the fenate, on which 
they are not fuffered to debate, lies' between 
-the bridge Babyca and the river ’ Cnacion , 
near the Perfian trophy.- 'They do buli'nefs in 
the open air, and Uiame the Athenians' for af- 
fernbling in fine buildings adorned with elegant 
paintings and fiatues; becaufe they imagine that 
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the welfare of the fiate may often fuller from 
fuch ill-placed magnificence; as it. tends to 
captivate the fenfes , and: diftra6t the under- 
ftanding, which ought to be better employed. 
Their decilions in former times differed fo much 
from the fenate, that PoiIydoke and The0pom- 
pus enabled an unconftitutional law , < which 
has been lince cancelled , “ that whenever the 
“ people gave la wrong vote , the kings and 
u fenate fhould have a •power of over-rruling it.” 
The Itrength of the- people increafed to. fuch 
a degree afterwards, /that the fame Theopompus 
was forced to allow thena the creation .of the 
fourEphori, who are tguardians of their in- 
tereft ; and , r though deligned only at firft to 
lhield the people from the fenate and the kings,, 
have lince ufurped an abfolute jurifdi<3ion over 
all. This king was, blaindd by his queen for 
consenting to weaken the royUl authority;,/ 1 But 
“ (faid he) it will • be. noyv, more folid , and 
u iconfequently more lading,? TheEphori con- 
tinue blit one year in place, and no, man can 
be -ele<fted into that office a fecond time. They 
fuperintend the treafufy, judge in; civil caufes, 
execute the royal, office in the.abfenee of the 
kings , pr.efide at the j^ames and on allfeffivrals, 
as ( vvelf . as; in the auftrnhbes . of the people. 
They ffiavela lhare too, iOo'the management of 
the fenatte* and arealdne exempted from paying 
an external revertebce 'tp the reigning, princes. 
The authority of recalling generals from the 
army, or anv of the- public officers, nisi.yefied 
in their hands, and in them difpatehes to- them 

they 
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they ufe the fcytafo 7 % which is an artful manner 
of conveying a letter into foreign countries, 
without a poffibility of its contents being dif- 
covered, except by the proper perfon. In a 
word , they are fo powerful , as to difpenfe 
rewards or punilhrnents at their pleafure; and 
the Itate is not fecure from the exercife of their 
tyranny, unlefs they are divided by jealoulies. 
Thefe are the chief magiftrates on whom the 
motions of the republic depend. And now, 
Clean der , paufe a moment to admire the 
wifdom ofLycURGUs; for the equality of eftates 
confines the power of the governors; and the 
flow rotation of honors reltrains the ambition 
of the afpiring. Thefe are the never-failing 
fources of the Spartan tranquillity. 

There are other inferior officers, who in- 
fpecft the exercifes of the youth , the manners 
of the women , the behaviour of the citizens 
in public places, and fettle the prices of goods, 
and the weights and meafures of the market. 

There are others alfo, who are appointed 
to take care of ftrangers and ambaffadors , to 

72 The nature and ufe of the fey tale was this : when 
they gave a general his commiffion , they took two round 
pieces of wood , in the form of truncheons , alike in 
thicknefs and length. One they kept theinfelves, the other 
was delivered to him. So, when they had any thing to 
communicate to him , they cut a long narrow l'croll of 
parchment, and winding it about their ftaff, one fold 
clofe under another, they wrote their bufinefs down the 
tides of it Then they took off the parchment and fent it 
to the officer , who, applying it to his own, which ex- 
actly refembled theirs , the folds fell in with one another, 
as at the writing, and the characters were read with eafe. 
Vide Plut in Vit. Lyf. & Aui Gell. lib. jtyii. c. <). 
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difrnifs them at a convenient time , and to 
prevent the Spartans from convening with them. 
The Pythii are fent to confult tli£ oracle on all 
emergencies , and are permitted to dine with 
the kings. One of them confiantly attends the 
fenate. The Hippagretac are three in number, 
and elected by the Ephori. It is their bulinefs 
to lit at the head of the public tables every day, 
and fend a proper fhare of the meal to thofe 
who abfent themfelves at a facrifice or chafe, 
the only lawful reafons of abfenting. They 
chufe out three hundred of the braveft ci- 
tizens, and form them into a body, which is. 
fupplied by new ones , as any of them fall in 
war, or are excluded from the company, be- 
caufe of their age. Thefe are they who fought 
with Leonidas at Thermopylae; and the cultom 
of giving them precedence over the relt of the 
army was wifely inltituled by Lycurgus, as 
an adinitfion into it raifes great emulation among 
the foldiers. In a day of battle they are placed 
before the king in the centre. PjEdarchus 
flood as a candidate, a few months lince, to 
fupply a vacancy in this troop ; and upon 
finding he w’as not chofen, he went out from 
the prefence of the Ephori with much feeming 
gaiety , and in a fit of laughter. They called 
him back , and inquired the reafon of it. He 
anfw r ered , “ he could not help congratulating 
“ the fiate in lilence, on being polTefled of three 
“ hundred braver and better citizens than him- 
“ felf. ” At the lali Olympic games, another 
Spartan being alked, w'hether his vi#ory there 
would be of any feryice to him , he replied , 
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u Yes , for it would recommend him to a 
“ liation before the king in battle.” The fia- 
tues ol the gods are all in armor, to intimate 
that the people place their confidence in mi- 
litary lorce. Their facrilices are made with 
uncommon frugality ; becaufe they imagine 
the Deity is more moved by the fincerity than 
the incenfe of the worfhipper. The only 
prayer they offer up at the altar is, that “ they 
“ may receive good things for their good ac- 
“ tions. ” They bury the dead in the city, and 
the tombs are placed in the precincts of the 
temples. All mourning ceafes in eleven days. 
Wo one is allowed an infcriplion on his mo- 
nument, except he dies in the field, in order 
to appropriate a kind of religious regard to the 
fepulchres of the valiant. The neareft relations 
of the {lain judge, from thofe parts of his body 
where he has received his wounds, whether 
he deferves an honorable interment. 

Their treaties of peace are engraven on 
fione pillars, and annually renewed by a folemn 
deputation fent to the contracting ftate. The 
legiflator has commanded them to treat the 
vanquifhed with lenity, and to forbear plun- 
dering the dead bodies. They fet fo much an 
higher value on a victory gained by ftratagem 
than by force, that in the former cafe they 
facrifice an ox to Mars, and in the latter, no 
more than a dunghill cock. They pay little 
attention to fleets , which is the neceflary 
confequence of a want of trade. For the 
fame reafon it is with difficulty they raife 
money for carrying on a war, though they 
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have fcarce any need of it , fince every Spartan 
ferves in the field at his own expenfe; and 
as to the troops of the allies, they are paid by 
their own rnafters. Whenever they have 
wealth in poffeffion, it is preferved in their 
temples, or depolited with their neighbours 
the Arcadians. 

No fettled number of troops is maintained 
by this Itate, and one of their kings being in- 
terrogated about it , faid , “ It was no matter, 
41 they were fufficient to defeat an infolent 
“ enemy. ” There is foinething very becoming, 
as well as very religious , in the ceremonies 
they ufe in time of w ar. The king , when he 
is going out , facrifices in his own family to 
Jupiter cLyyTup , and the fire remains unex- 
tinguilhed on the altar till his return , when 
he makes an offering of the fpoils to the god. 
Before every action he facrifices to the mufes ; 
then each man puts a garland on his head, 
combs his hair, and the trumpet founds to 
the onfet. In truth , no Itate of Greece equals 
this people in the art of war , for they are 
perpetually employed in thofe exercifes which 
are the reprefentation of it. 

Thus the Lacedaemonians are a nation of 
foldiers , trained up to a military life , in order 
to defend their own liberties , without invad- 
ing the quiet of their neighbours , and to repel 
the unreafonable attacks of their enemies, with- 
out aiming to be lordly conquerors. So juft 
and excellent were the purpofes of Lycurgus ; 
but it is the misfortune of this great republic to 
have avoided an effeminacy, which would have 
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been injurious to itfelf only, and to have 
indulged a luft of power, which lays walte 
mankind; fo that it carries its principle of 
mortality in the very circumftance which has 
raifed its glory , and conftitutes its ftrength. 
The refilefs fpirit of Hercules is defcended 
to the Spartans, and they can by no' means 
content themfelves with mock tkirmifhes, and 
the idle mimicry of war. Proud of their 
fuperiority in the field over the whole world, 
and of that vigor which arifes from health^and 
temperance, they are delirous to prove both 
by their effeds, however fatal. 

Founded on a fcheme of entire feparation 
from the manners of other countries , in mak- 
ing foreign acquifitions , and giving w 7 ay to 
their national ambition, they break through 
the national conltitution : in fetting Greece at 
variance with itfelf, they are working their 
own as well as the general deftru&ion. And, 
by the facred life of Artaxerxes, (if 1 forefee 
aright,) the day cannot be far diftant, when 
every people of the Weft, reduced to mifery 
and weaknefs by the wounds of civil w r ar , 
lhall bend before his arm, fhall adore the 
rifmg power of our eaftern fun,, and own the 
healing influence of his beams. 
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LETTER CXIX. 

Cratippus to Oleander. 

this time, Oleander , I am perfuaded 
thou conliderelt the republic of Lacedaemon 
as an heap of peculiarities; and did not the 
behaviour of the Itate itfelf, as well as the 
teliimony of all Greece , unite in confirming 
mv account, thou mightelt be tempted to fufpect 
the credit of it, and perhaps to think the 
'whole a creature of my own imagination. To 
be ferious , the Spartan government is fo re- 
mote from the practice of the world, and fo 
lirongly declaimed againft by the voice of na- 
ture, that were it not for cultoin, that fecond 
nature , no people upon earth would willingly 
conlorm to it. The penetrating Lycurgus 
i’orefaw this ; and, from his intimate acquaint- 
ance with men and things , wifely judged it 
iinpoflxble to fix the form of government which 
he gave his countrymen , unlefs he moulded 
their pillions to his laws , and interwove an 
habit of cheerful obedience into their very tem- 
pers and conliitution. To this end he was 
attentive to their education, beyond what has 
been recorded of the ancient Perfians , and has 
difabled every man from enjoying the privi- 
leges of a Spartan, who has not gone through 
the feveral parts of the infiitution. No one 
is a citizen by birth, except his father and 
mother are of the city ; and as foon as an infant 
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is born into a family, the elders of the tribe 
examine it. They determine whether it be of 
a tender or a vigorous make, and accordingly 
either expofe or educate it, without relieving, 
that a weak conltitution often fettles into a 
Itute of health ; and that nature fometirnes 
makes amends for a feeble and deformed body, 
by the lirength and beauty of the underltanding. 
If the child he approved, he is affigned a lot 
among the citizens , and pronounced capable 
of bearing public offices. They inure them to 
hardihips from the lirlt , and the children of 
the magiftrates and of private men are clothed 
and nourifhed in the fame manner. At feven 
years old they are put into the clafs of boys , 
and at the age of eighteen they are numbered 
among the Ephebi. In the mean time they 
are taught to go barefoot , live entirely upon 
flelh , that they may have large limbs and 
florid countenances, and are accultomed, above 
all, to the exercife of hunting. At a certain 
time of the year fome of them are laid upon 
the altar of Diana Orthia , and fcourged fo 
feverely , that they have expired upon the fpot. 
But the patience and fpirit of the boys not only 
exceed belief, but even the capacity of human 
nature in all other countries. The goddefs is 
faid to delight in blood and cruelty; and Ly- 
curgus appointed annually this barbarous fa- 
crifice at her fhrine , as well to ' appeafe the 
vengeful temper of the Deity,' as to make that 
fhrine a monument of Spartan heroifm. But 
does it not argue a want of fenfe , to fuppofe 
any being difintereltedly malevolent? Or is it 
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fo much an exercife of courage as enthufiafm, 
to fuffer quietly the follies and the infolence 
of depraved religion ? Exclaim then with me , * 
C-LEAnder , at the infamous fcene, and Ihrink 
with horror on the very mention of fuch cri- 
minal and ill-natured piety. 

There is another cufiom enjoined by law, 
and pra6tifed by the boys, which, though An- 
gular enough , is yet much freer from excep- 
tion than the laft ; I mean that of healing. 
As all things in the hands of private perfons 
are conlidered as belonging to the ftate , a 
dexterity of this kind is fo far from giving 
offence, that it raifes the character of the perfon 
who excels in it. The boys are encouraged 
to it , as it habituates them to ftratagem and 
military addrefs ; and whoever is caught in it 
is punifhed , not for the fa#, but his want 
of vigilance and quicknefs. The lhocking Itory 
of him who permitted a fox to tear out his 
bowels , before he would difcover the theft , 
is too well known to be enlarged upon. They 
are bred up in ftricS; reverence of the oldelt 
citizens. It is expected that the latter fhould 
reprove them for every fault committed in their 
fight , under pain of the fame penalty. The 
younger mult bear thefe reproofs without re- 
lentment, and with modelty ; and it is required, 
whenever they are feen publicly in the ftreets, 
that they fhould keep their eyes fixed upon the 
ground, and be guilty of no levity. Nor is it 
unufual for thofe in the higher clafles to chufe 
out certain youths for their favorites. The law 
enatfts, that in fuch cafes the Inamoratos fhall 
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fuller for the trefpaffes of thofe whom they 
protect ; and enjoins the reft , who are not 
honored in this manner, to fupprefs carefully 
the riling of envy. When a lad has been two 
years among the Ephebi, he is often placed at 
the head of the clafs of boys , and conducts 
them in the morning to their martial exercifes. 
In the Cvmnalia , the girls contend naked with 
them in wreftling, dancing, boxing, and all 
thofe fports which are affigned generally to the 
province of men. No Spartan is indulged in 
marrying any woman, except he has vanquilhed 
her at thefe games. It is owing to this educa- 
tion, fo contrary to the female foftnefs in molt 
nations , that the women of Lacedaemon are 
elicemed rough , haughty , and afluming. 
Gorgo , the wife of Leonidas, was one day 
alked the reafon, u Why the ladies of her 
“ country had fo great a power over the men?" 
“ Becaufe (anfvvered flie) they alone produce 
u men. ’’ It was the opinion of Lycurgus , 
that the inclinations of the mother have a fur- 
priling effect upon the children , as well as 
her arts of perfuafion on the hulband. So he 
has contrived to unite their fentiments with 
each other’s, and the Jaws of the republic, by 
obliging them to a iimilitude of manners, and 
training them to warlike exercifes. Then 
wonder not that Venus is adored in armor 
by this people. Every citizen muft msrry at 
the age of thirty; and whoever has contributed 
four children to the common Itock , is dis- 
charged by law from all painful fervices. The 
married ladies wear veils, and the unmarried 
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ones appear without any. The former are 
j'uppofed to be contented with their prefent 
hufband , and the latter are defirous to gain 
one. Virgins are wedded without a dower, 
and a temporary exchange of wives is allowed 
in the city. An old man may make over his 
wife to a younger, and a new bridegroom mult 
vifit his fpoufe by Health. Thefe are the odd 
palTages in the connubial laws of Sparta. 

The Ephebi are enjoined many hardfhips , 
while all who are in the clafs of men are in- 
dulged in an honorable tranquillity, and exemp- 
tion from thofe toils. Public lodgings are let 
apart for them ; they lie down together on 
beds of rfieds , and are taught never to give 
way to fleep from a love of indolence , but 
merely to refrelh themfelves , and according to 
the dictates ol nature. They ufe no ointments, 
nor any bath but the river Eurotas, The com- 
bats of the Ephebi are extremely fierce ; and 
jio man is at liberty to own himfelf conquered. 
They are forbid to drink, unlefs it be to quench 
their thirlt ; and, in order to force them to 
fobriety , it is enacted , that in the darkelt 
nights they fhall go home without torches. 
Thou mayeft obferve, Cleander , to what 
low minuteneffes the care of Lxcurgus has 
defcended ; becaufe he well knew that the 
manners of a Itate in trifles are of confequence 
to fupport its ltrength. 

The Spartans eat together in common halls. 
Each table has a feleA company ; and no man 
is admitted to any one of them without the 
general confent of the members who frequent 
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it. This is done with a view to prevent any 
interruption in the converfalion , and that no 
citizen may be uneafy at the leafons appointed 
tor relaxation. Every man fends in a monthly 
contribution for the maintenance of the en- 
tertainments ; and it is expected he Ihould 
come thither , without having privately feafted 
at'his own houfe. One inltance of fueli luxury, 
if brought to light, would be attended with 
infamy. They nt down without any diltin6tion 
of age , and are waited on by the boys , to 
whom they prefcribe filence. It is not an 
uncommon thing at thefe times to put fubtle 
queliions to the youth ; and if they fail of re- 
turning alhort, clear, pertinent, and ready 
anfwer , they are punilbed by the head of the 
clafs. After dinner they make fome of their 
Haves drunk , with a view to inltil an ab- 
horrence of that crime into their children. 
The inhumanity of this practice is more odious, 
than the delign of it is commendable. The 
ordinary table-talk of the Spartans is remarkably 
improving. Their difcourfe turns chiefly on 
virtue, liberty, a contempt of other nations , 
their own form of government, the character 
of their lawgiver , and the hiftoiy of their 
great men. Thefe fubje6ts are always upper- 
mod in a Spartan’s thoughts. 

Alter fo many particulars recited at large 
of this people , 1 flatter myfelf , that thy 
friendfhip will induce thee to be a little in- 
quifitive alter me. Within a few days I lhall 
enter into the clafs of men , as thou rnayelt 
ealily guefs, very highly to my comfort; and 
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to complete me as a citizen , I am lately be- 
come a fliarer in the lands of the ftate ; for a 
Spartan , with whom I had contracted an in- 
timate acquaintance, died fince my return from 
Thebes , w ithout any relations , and left me 
the heir to his lot. Believe me, Oleander , 
it was with no reluctance that I exchanged 
the fumptuous cookery , and the fealts of Afia, 
lor the black broth and the fordid diet of this 
city. Let me confefs to thee, however, that I 
called up all the powers of diffimulation to 
my help , in counterfeiting an unwilling ap- 
probation of thofe rough (ports, in the Pa- 
leftrae of their youth , where I have aCted by 
turns the part of the viCtor and the vanquilhed. 
But the king’s fervice bears down every con- 
lideration of private convenience in the breaft 
of the faithful Cratippus. And when I refleCt 
on the labors of Lacedaemon in profound peace, 
I do not wonder at their fondnefs for the com- 
parative repofe of war ; nor is it a virtue in 
thofe men to defpife death , who lead a life of 
which they have reafon to be weary. 

C. 
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LETTER CXX. 

Cleander to Smerdis. 

Touring the whole courfe of my bufy and 
dangerous employment , never have I more 
ardently wifhed for the company of my old 
friends , the partners of my Audious and fpe- 
eulative years , than I did this morning in the 
facred grove of laurel , which leads from the 
temple to the brow of the hill. Thither I 
retired , full of the reflections which this re- 
markable place mult fuggelt ; and how did I 
regret thofe charming converfations of our 
BaCtrian folitude! Where the venerable Smer- 
dis would lead the inquilitive Cleander into 
the highelt fubjeCts , would hear his objec- 
tions , redrefs h,is errors , direCt his reafonings, 
and warm his heart. What new lights are 
thrown upon a queflion by thofe friendly de- 
bates! And, for want of fuch communication, 
how am I flopped every moment in my courfe 
of thinking, while 1 am tracing to their ori- 
ginal the impoflure and fuperttition, which 
bring to thefe altars the adoration and the 
wealth of all Greece ! 

Under thefe d i fad vantages , forgive me, 
gentle Mage , fhould l fall into miflakes , or 
even controvert fome opinions which prevail 
among our eaflern fages : for never can 1 be 
perfuaded that the oracles , which we fee 
fcattered through this land of idolatry, are under 
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the immediate guidance of the great enemy of 
truth and order ; that the knowledge of future 
events delivered there is an emanation from 
the impious Arimamus; and that fuch are the 
methods by which he efiablilhes the kingdom 
of error, and diverts the worfhip of mankind 
from its only true object. How hard is the 
fuppolition, that the jult , the benign Oro- 
masdes (hould fuffer the human mind , con- 
fined and fallible as he created it , to be thus 
unequally attacked, thus invincibly deluded? 
And what a prepolterous difpenfation is it, that 
where he is adored with that purity which 
reafon didates , and his own prophet has pre- 
scribed , no fuch divine communications are 
vouchfafed; while he permits the book of fate 
to be opened near every venerable grove and 
/romantic fountain in Greece, for the purpofes 
of impiety and fuperltition ! 

But we need not fear any fuch conclulion. 
Oromasdes fpeaks to all rnen by the great voice 
of reafon and nature , and to the purer Eaft 
by his facred volume. By thefe ways the 
fupreme Wifdom teaches us what we are con- 
cerned to know ; and we cannot exped to be 
indulged in the vain curiolity of forefeeing 
what cannot be prevented. Nor is Arimanius 
to be charged with revealing thofe fecrets. 
From all 1 could obferve in this feat of di- 
vination, we are not to recur to any preterna- 
tural power. Blind devotion and artful manage- 
ment will explain the whole myftery ; and 
men are deceived but by men. 
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As foon as one begins to afcend the facrecl 
mountain, every thing appears adapted to in- 
fpire a religious horror. The ancient trees 
hanging over the rock on each lide the temple, 
and the rock itfelf opening into a rude kind 
of femicircle , whofe echoes increafe the con- 
fu fed voices , and the found of the trumpets, 
which always make part of the ceremony*; the 
magnificence of the buildings , and the rich- 
nefs and elegance of the confecrated gifts , fuf- 
ficient of themfelves to firike the imagination, 
are particularly pointed out and exaggerated 
by a fet ol men whofe bufinefs it is to wait 
upon ftrangers ; and who , I obferved , en- 
deavoured to lead them into fome account of 
themfelves , and the circumltances which 
brought them to confult the god. 

After duly performing the various facrifices 
and purifications , without which the temple 
is not to be approached , they are conducted 
thither ; their head muffled up in their gar- 
ments , and trumpets blowing all round them, 
that no fight or found of evil omen may inter- 
rupt the procefiion. This indeed makes a molt 
ridiculous appearance; and what with the fo- 
lemnity , the noife , and the uneafy pofiure 
they walk in , they are quite fatigued and con- 
founded by the time they get to the cell , 
where they wait with their queftions in their 
hands. While they are in this devout expec- 
tation, they are fometimes refrefhed w'ith the 
molt fragrant odors ilfuing from the inmoft 
receffes of the temple. As this is a token of 
the Deity’s peculiar favor ? it fcarcely ever 
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happens but when fome perfon of confequence 
is among the fuppliants. 

In the mean time water is brought to the 
Pythia from the Calialian fountain , and fhe 
chews the leaves of the facred laurel , to pre- 
pare her for the prophetic office. Immediately 
flie rulhes into tine fan&uary, her hair dilhe- 
velled, her color changed, her eyes rolling, 
foaming at the mouth , and with all the marks 
of fury and diliracition. She throws down the 
eenfers and the laurel branches that Hand in 
her way ; and at laft is feated upon the tripod 
by the attending priefis, and delivers the anfwer 
of the god in a loud and hollow voice. 

Thou wilt imagine I mult be attentive to fo 
extraordinary a fpe<3acle ; and every circum- 
ltance brought to my mind the tradition they 
have here , about the firft difcovery of the 
prophetic cave, over which the tripod is placed. 
Some goats, they tell us, browfing upon the 
v edge , fuddenly fell into a kind of inadnefs , 
leaping and making ftrange noifes. The goat- 
herd ran to the cave, and, looking down into 
it, was feized in the fame manner; his features 
were diftorted, and the tone of his voice al- 
tered, juft as it happens to the Pythia, and 
the fpirit of divination came upon him. This 
furely points out to us a phyfical folution : w r e 
know the vapors ariling from different parts 
of the earth have very fenlible effects upon the 
human body. There are exhalations that caufe 
infiant death ; there are caverns that ftupify 
for a time : and may not the Caitalian fountain, 
running through the fame foil , partake of the 

fame 
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fame qualities? May not the laurel too pro- 
mote the epileptic- fyniptorns? Such is the 
nature of that plant , according to the obfer- 
valion of Hippocrates; and hence perhaps it 
is dedicated to Apollo , the author of en- 
thuliafm , and hears a principal part in all the 
rites of divination. There are inflances where 
the paroxyfm has been fo violent, that even 
the faci-ed miniders were terrified, and left 
the Pythia to herfelf; and not long fince fhe 
died in the operation , having taken probably 
too ftrong a dofe. Befides , on any other prin- 
ciples , what can this fury mean? Can it lerve 
any purpofe , but that of amufing and con- 
founding the multitude ? Can a madman fee 
further into futurity than one in his fenfes ? 
And fhould not the mind in its undifturbed 
ftate be fitted to converfe with a fuperior 
intelligence ? 

How different is the difpofition of the holy 
men amongft whom thou redded ! Abltracted 
indeed from the world, but not unfit for it, not 
heated by paffion, nor funk into melancholy, 
they are prepared to receive the divine influence; 
and if fuch influence, after the copious dreams 
lhed upon our great lawgiver, ftill defcendsupon 
the fons of men, it mult be upon thefe his luc- 
ceffors. The eft'e<9s at lead are worthy of fo 
fublime an original. Thefe fages are not em- 
ployed in giving doubtful anfwers to trifling 
or impious queftions, in encouraging a curiofity 
dedruCtive both of happinefs and virtue; but 
in one great fcheme of benevolence and inftruc- 
ijon , in correcting the midakeji , fuccouring 
it. 18 
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the unfortunate , pointing out the great truths 
of morality , and leading the way to the prac- 
tice of it. 

Formerly the oracles were all delivered in 
yeife,} but they were generally in fo bad a 
tafie , and fometimes fo lame and irregular, 
that as the age grew more critical, they could, 
not be borne any longer. It was too plain an 
abfurdity, that Homer and Hesiqd fliould be 
greater matters of the art than the god of 
poetry,, who infpired them; and therefore he 
now ufually fpeaks in profe. But, .to preferve 
the ancient form, there is a band of poets ready, 
who reduce the anfwers into meafure , and 
may be ufeful alfo to give them fenfe and co- 
herence upon occafion. , > 

Not that fenfe and .coherence .are always 
thoiight neceflary. The god, adapts himfelf to 
the genius of his votaries ; and to thofe who 
admire mod what they, leaft underhand , he 
eondefcends to give words w ithout a meaning, 
from which they feldom fail to pick out 
fomething applicable to. their wilhes or- their 
fears. A certain degree of obfcurity is efl'en- 
tial to every oracle ; it becomes the dignity 
of the power who ; difpenfes them .; and it were 
profane to expofe the divine fecrets too plainly 
to the unhallowed vulgar. Thus does fuperlti- 
tion impofe upon, itfelf,' and leaves* fraud and 
contrivance little ;tq do. Not but in thofe 
cafes where more, caution , is required , the 
finelt artifices are employed to fupport the 
credit of the templet the way of life, the 
gaihaaa,.the expectations, the very countenance, 
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of the confulter is attended to. Where the' 
probability lies ftrongly on one fide of the 
qiieftion, the anfwer inclines that way. Gene- 
rally it is fo adj ufted , as tolerably to fuit 
either event ; and where public bufinefs is the 
fubjetft, and more eyes are turned upon it, 
there it is particularly involved and ambiguous. 
The Delphic Ihrine , however, has the reputa-- 
tion of (peaking plainly'; and the reft of the 
prophetic gods and heroes , and even* Apollo 
himfelf, from his other temples, fend their 
worlhippers hither , to get their revelations 
farther revealed. 1 * , ‘ • 

While I was furveying the facred treafury, 
and obferved almoft in every room fome coftly 
offering of Croesus, I could not but pity that 
unfortunate prince , whofe depcndance on this 
very oracle loft him his crown. And when a 
Spartan of the company was fhowing me the 
tablet w’hereon is engraved the famous anfwer 
given to LycOrgus , I pointed to Croesus’s 
golden lion , and faid , u See there a memorial 
** of a different nature. The god who gave a 
“ fan&ion to the confiitutions of your law- 
“ giver, fent the no lefs devout Lydian monarch 
“ on an expeditioh that ruined him; and'ishe 
** eftablifhed one bovefliinent , he oveffurned 
« another." 

The greateft number, afiifl the mpft 'valuable 
of the prefents were, I todk notice, ‘of the 
fame age with thofe laft m'eritioned: The mul- 
titude indeed (till flocks to thefe altars; and 
the (fates of Greece , On every great occafion 
of conqueft or deliverance , (till dedicate a 1 
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Itatue , or ere<£ a trophy. But the men of'un- 
derltanding and confequence no longer repofe 
that trufi in the decifions from Delphi , which 
their anceftors ufed to do. The inftances of 
influence and corruption, which thefe later 
times have afforded , mufi indeed be fufficient 
to open their eyes , and to put an end to fo 
llavifh a prejudice. The portico of Parian 
marble , which adorns the front of the temple, 
was the price of driving the Pififtratidae out of 
Athens ; and the ftory of Hippias is not yet 
forgotten at the Perfian court, who ufed to ' 
complain , that while the oppofite fa&ion had 
the care of the facred buildings , the Spartans, 
who confulted the oracle , (whatever their 
queftions were,) had always the fame anfwer 
returned them ; “ that they fhould reftore li- 
berty to Athens. ” The like interefted motives 
prevailed upon the Pythia , Perialla , to pro- 
nounce Damaratus illegitimate; and w r e have 
heard the old men of Xerxes’s court defcribe 
the fatisfa&ion the exiled king expreffed, when 
he heard at Thermopylae that the impious 
prieftefs was convi6fed and deprived. The tafie 
that begins to prevail all over this country for 
real fcience , and the free debates upon the 
great principles of nature and religion , which 
are held at Athens particularly , will go on to 
expofe the impofture; and I forefee , without 
confuting the god , that in the next age his 
prophecies will be ridiculed , and his altar 
ieferted. • . 

One word more, to obviate a prejudice 
relating to this oracle , which is fpread over the 
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Eaft. The panic which feized the troops of 
Xerxes, when they came near Delphi, has been 
wonderfully magnified. Thunders are laid to 
have burlt from Parnaflus , and Itones to have 
rolled down its fides, in defence of the holy 
place. The attempt upon it indeed mifcarried ; 
but the fame army plundered and burnt a 
fumptuous temple of the fame deity at Abac, 
which , it fhould feem, he was equally con- 
cerned to prote6t. 

May we , holy Mage , be content with , 
and make the belt ufe of the prefent time ! this 
is the method to lay in happinefs for futurity. 
The wife and gracious Oromasdes has given 
us prudence and fagacity fufficient for the 
common events of life ; and where the prop- 
ped is clouded , and out of the reach of our 
view, we may fafely trait ourfelves in thofe 
hands from whence we came , and whither 
we are to return. It is ridiculous to hope for 
information from above upon every trifle; and 
a traveller through Greece mult remark, that 
oracles are much the molt frequent in Boeotia, 
which is by no means the country of wits or 
philofophers. 

W. 
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Telephanes to Oleander. From Perfepolis. 

hile I enjoy, Oleander, an honorable 
fubliftence in the court Artaxerxes, it would 
lhovv great ingratitude in me not to acknow- 
ledge, that the fource of all my good fortune was 
from thee. During the Ihort time I have been 
in Perfia, I have borne a fhare in the public 
mourning, and lolt a generous patron in Me- 
gabyzus. He received me with great humanity, 
and was plea fed with the delign 73 1 had drawn 
for a repofitory of that valuable collection 
which thou fentelf him out of Greece. The 
materials were in readinefs for beginning the 
work, if his death had not prevented it. But 
I was fo fortunate as to he made known, 
through his recommendation , to the other 
fatraps of this magnificent court, and even to 
the great king; and a little before Megabyzus’s 
death was promoted to an employment under 
Otanes, fuperintendent of the royal palaces. 
The province affigned me was to carry on the 
ornaments of the fplendid palace of Perfepolis, 
to w r hich improvements have been made by 
every fncceeding prince from Cyrus, who is 
efieemed the founder. To pay the laft refpe& 
to my excellent benefactor , I came hither in 
the mournful retinue which attended his ob- 
fequies; I faw him here entombed in the royal 
73 See Letter lxxxix. 
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mount , among the graves of the Perfian mo- 
narehs. About four hundred feet diitance front 
the citadel, the fame rock of black marble, on 
which that is lituated, rifes to a confiderable 
height; and in it are cut many cells and apart- 
ments, but into them no living perfon ever 
defcends , and the coffins are let down by ma- 
chines from the top. 

There is a ftate and magnificence in the 
ftrucfture and lituation of this palace , that 
(trikes every beholder with pleafure and amaze- 
ment. It iiands north-eaft of the city, com- 
manding that fpacious valley through which 
runs the river Araxes. The rock for threefcore 
acres appears to have been cut into form , with 
immenfe colt and toil , for the foundation of 
this marvellous pile. Nothing can be more 
ftately than the double flight of Itairs which 
leads to the firft platform of the palace , by 
ninety-five fieps from the plain below. The 
fteps are fo commodioully contrived , and of 
fuch a breadth from one fide to the other, that 
twelve horfemen may w r ith great eafe ride up 
a -bread. The afcent to the upper court is 
by a fecond flight of Itairs , with a large land- 
ing half way , after the manner of the firft. 
The fides of the rock , both to the lower and 
upper platform , are cut in a perpendicular 
fteep, and ornamented with figures in relievo; 
thofe upon the firft in a rude grotefque ftyle; 
but thofe upon the fides of the fecond, which 
reprefents a proceffion and facrifice after a vic- 
tory , are performed in a better tafte. The 
citadel at the eafi end of the palace is encircled 
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with three walls , each riGng above the other ; 
the firlt fixteen cubits high , the fecond twice 
that height, and the lalt threefcore. They are 
entered by feven ^ates of burnilhed brafs. From 
the fummit of this citadel there is a molt ex- 
tenfive profped , circumfcribed only by the 
heavens theinfelves. There is not in thefe 
Afiatic buildings the fame fymmetry and pro- 
portion which we fo much boalt of in Greece ; 
but there is in them fomething more great and 
ftupendous than can perhaps refult from the 
more regular defigns of art. It cannot always 
be faid , that the workmanfhip furpafles the 
materials ; and yet the labor that has been 
employed in the feveral parts is incredible. 
The buildings upon the upper platform are of 
prophyry; which, notwithltanding thehardnefs 
of the (tone , ,is inlaid in many places with a 
great variety of other coftly marbles , fepre- 
fenting, in Mofaic, human figures, landfeapes, 
beafts , and flowers. The inner walls of the 
ftate apartments are of black marble , fo ex- 
quifitely polifhed , that they reflect every ob- 
ject like a fteel mirror, which extremely heigh- 
tens the lufire of the gold upon the freeze, 
cornilhes , and flutings of the pillars. The 
famous vine in the king’s bedchamber, which 
fpreads its branches over the royal bed , is , 
in my opinion , better devifed than executed. 
The fialk and branches are of burnilhed gold, 
and the clufters of orient pearl mixed with 
rubies of great value. The bedftead likewife 
is of gold , and the footftool alone eliimated 
at three thoufand talents. The ftate in the 


Digitized by Google 



LETTERS. 


281 


prefence chamber is fupported with four co- 
lumns of the fame metal, thick-fet with precious 
Hones; and the coverings are of purple em- 
broidered with various colors. 

In the bas-reliefs about this palace , are 
reprefented molt of the civil and religious 
ceremonies of the Perfians, and under proper 
emblems , the doctrines of the Magi. I was 
amazed to fee upon one of the walls, an image 
of monftrous fhape , with many arms, like the 
Briareus of the Grecian poets, till I difeovered 
that Arimanius , the firft principle of all evil, 
was meant by it. 

There is near the entrance of the great hall 
a jafper tablet , twenty feet in height from -the 
ground , inferibed with mylterious characters. 
The kind of writing is known to few. Some 
have attributed the invention of it to an emi- 
nent fage called Belteshazzer , who was fatrap 
of the province of Babylon under the later 
Affyrian kings , and bore confiderable honors, 
after the diffolution of the empire, in the courts 
of Cyaxares and Cyrus. From an Hebrew 
captive he was raifed to a ftate of fovereign 
dignity , for his extraordinary wifdom and un- 
common endowments. It is recorded of him, 
that he was poflelfed of a fpirit of divination , 
and exadly foretold the great revolutions that 
happened in thofe times. His knowledge ex- 
tended itfelf to all thofe fciences and arts that 
tend to enlarge the mind and embellifh life ; 
and what makes me mention him with the 
greater fondnefs is this, that he not only en- 
couraged the improvement of arts in others,- 
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hut was a mafier in feveral of them , and par- 
ticularly in architecture. Some firokes of his 
genius , 1 am told, appear in the plan and 
itructure of this palace; and a confiderable part 
of that at Sufa, where he long relided , was 
built by him. It is a molt finifhed delign , and 
fhows his lingular good talie in building. To 
this Belteshazzer, fome maintain, the pe- 
culiar limplicity of the Perlian worth ip is 
owing ; and Zoroaster, they fay, had never 
appeared as a reformer of the Magian prin- 
ciples , if Belteshazzer had not firlt been. 
The royal favor, by which he was eminently 
diftinguithed under the new monarch after the 
taking of Babylon , having created him the 
envy of the other fatraps , they plotted to 
deftroy him , by obtaining a decree from 
Cyaxares of fuch a nature as they knew the 
religion of the Jews , to which he firmly ad- 
hered , would inevitably oblige him to tranf- 
grefs. The king having inadvertently ligned 
the decree, could not fave him without weaken- 
ing his own authority ; and the penalty for 
tranfgrelfing required that he fhould be ex - 
pofed to lions. The flory is fet forlh in fculp- 
ture upon an inner wall of this palace, where 
the king is feated in ftate with the inlignia of 
royalty ; and a prifoner brought in chains be- 
fore him, who, by the folemnity of the pro- 
ceeding, appears to be a perfon of eminence: 
for on one fide the throne are ranged the 
grandees of his court, and on the other the 
Magi ; and a felect number of priefts and nobles 
are withdrawn apart, and feem to expofiulate 
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with one another concerning the prifoner. 
Under thefe is placed a guard of fix ranks of 
pikes , both men and arms in full proportion. 
With great unvvillingnefs Cyaxares gave up 
his able and faithful counfellor. He was fhut 
up in a cave of lions. But thofe favage ani- 
mals had no power over him , and after having 
remained anight in this confinement , he was 
taken out unhurt, to the great confufion of 
his enemies. This confirmed the king in the 
opinion which he entertained, before of his 
fandity, and convinced all men that Beetes- 
hazzer was a perfon peculiarly favored by the 
gods. As a memorial of this fiory, there are 
within an arch near the palfage leading to the 
fubterranean apartments, the figure of a man 
with long hair, to fhow the eminent rank of 
the perfon, and a lion lying tamely at his feet, 
in fign af this miraculous efcape. This is ob- 
vious enough. But more of the fculpture upon 
thefe walls is in the hieroglyphic way, alto- 
gether wrapt up in fymbols. To form thefe 
i'ymbols, they make ufe not only of natural 
animals , but chimerical and fabulous ones; as 
beafis with wings , and birds with four feet. 
Thefe are images of the feveral Rates and 
empires that are or have been. The AfTyrian 
monarchy is figured by a w inged lion with a 
crown upon its head, implying the quick pro- 
grefs of its conquelis. Thus the ram being 
the royal enfign of Perfia, the ram’s head, 
feen upon the pillars here , with horns one 
higher than the other , was expreffive of the 
Medo-Perlian empire. By the combats and 
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fierce encounters of the natural or fi< 9 itious 
animals , are fet forth the wars of different 
countries , and the events of thofe wars de- 
termining the fate of empires. There is like- 
wife an hieroglyphic language ufed in the 
writings of the eafiern fages , which bears , I 
am told, a ftri$ analogy to this fculptured 
imagery. * * * * Defunt cater a. 

Lv 


LETTER CXXII. 

Cleander to Orsames. From. Delphi. 

I thought it would be unpardonable, while 
I continued in the land' of oracles , to negle& 
paying a vifit at the cave of Trophonius , 
which is attended even with a greater variety 
of Itfange circumfiances , than the ihrine at 
Delphi, and differs in the myfterioos terror of 
its ceremonies from all others in the world. 
On mentioning the fcheme to my companions, 
they readily clofed in with it. Procles and I 
contrived, each of us, to form a queftion, 
which we might propofe when we arrived 
there : and engaged old Archias to referve 
one of his family-doubts for the refolution of 
the demigod. We journeyed in a few days 
from Delphi to Lebadea ; and on one fide of 
the town entered a very beautiful and ro- 
mantic forelt , which they call the grove of 
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Trophonius 74 . The river Hercynna winds 
through it. On the fide of a riling ground 
(lands the temple, fupported by brazen pillars; 
in the midlt of it is the entrance into the pro- 

f »hetic cavern. We furnilhed ourfelves with 
ome cakes dipped in honey , and narrow 
ladders , according to our inltrudions ; and 
proceeded in good order up the hill. Early 
in the morning the prielfs met us, in their 
formalities, at the door of a building dedicated 
to Good Fortune, where we were commanded 
to remain fome hours. They alked , what 
were our refpective difficulties ; and told us, 
we mult make an offering to Apoixo, Saturn, t 

Jupiter, Juno, and Ceres. Vidims were 
brought out with all fpeed ; and the bowels 
being infpe&ed, it was declared the deity would 
be favorable ; and then we were invited to 
make a repaft out of the leavings of the altar. 

I took the freedom to inquire , if any other 
rites mult be pertormed , before we were per- 
mitted to defcend. The holy men who waited 
on us looked at me with fuch indignation , 
that 1 began to find I had made a ialfe liep. 

One of them immediately entered into fo large 
a detail of luftrations and expiations , which 
were necelfary lor palt offences , that 1 would 
have given a thoufand Darics to have been that 
moment facrificing a Ba&rian ox in the Mi- 
thriac cell , rather than that this idle curiofity 
fhould have drawn me into a perplexing farce, 
fo inconfiftent with the genius of true religion. 

7 * Paufun. Boeotic 
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At the clofe of the evening we were informed 
it was time to break off our divine medita- 
tions, and walk down to the river, conducted 
by two boys about thirteen years of age. In the 
mean time the priefts bulled thernfelves in of- 
fering a ram to Agamedes, on whofe aufpicious 
afpcd depends the ratification of the former 
omens. As we were undreffing to bathe , 
Procles, with his ufual vivacity, whifpered 
me, that “ he was amazed how one confulter 
“ of an oracle could look upon another with- 
“ out laughing. ” That ceremony ended, two 
dofes of water were adminiftered to each of 
us ; the one called Leth6 , to drown the re- 
membrance of thofe things which fo lately 
were the greateft part of our concerns ; and 
the other Mnemofyn6 , to make us retain the 
memory of whatever was to be exhibited in 
our defoent. Nobody but Archias could bear 
thefe draughts with- a pious refignation. My 
head w r as fo intoxicated with them, that I 
was in a fit condition to receive every thing 
the priefts fhould tell me , and to enter the 
cave with a religious kind of horror. 'After 
an obeifance or two to a fine ftatue of Daeda- 
lus's workmanfhip, we were arrayed in linen 
habits adorned with ribbons, and the venerable 
Theban fiepped forward to the mouth of the 
cave. He was rolled into it, and continued 
there for an hour. When he came out, (w hich 
was with his feet foremofi,) the natural gravity 
of my friend’s face feemed heightened into an 
inflexible dulnefs. He was prefently conveyed 
to the feat of Muemofyn^, and having related 
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what he had feen and heard very confufedjy, 
he was conducted into the temple of Good 
Fortune, where he was advifed to day, till 
he lhould be reliored to his former feul’es. 
Procles and I were fo aftoniftied at this ap- 
pearance , that I believe the terror of entering 
into the cell made an alteration in our looks , 
alrnoli equal to that which might be expected 
on returning from it. However , it was too 
late to withdraw. Procles went through all 
the forms in the fame manner with Archias ; 
an^when he rofe again above ground, he w'as 
no more the lively, the humorous companion 
I had converfed with ; every laughing feature 
was (truck out of his countenance. My turn 
being next , though I knew the whole to be 
an impudent impoiture , yet it occurred to me, 
there mud be fomewhat contagious in it, lince 
Procles had the fame fentiments ; and , if it 
had been poffible, the good fenfe of the man 
would have faved him from this extraordinary 
fiupefa<$tion. In great anxiety therefore I de- 
fired leave to fpeak with my acquaintance, 
that had gone through the operation , but was 
hurried into the cave without a moment’s 
paufe. When I fell down, 1 w'as' befet on the 
bidden with a mid, and not having undemand- 
ing enough to be certain whether I was awake 
<?r in a dream , cpnjedture that I received a 
blow upon the head , w'hich dunned me. Soon 
after, 1 fancied that 1 faw an immenfe gap 75 
refembling an hollowed fphere. It had a 

7 * See Plut p. .S90. vol. iL par. 1624. In his Treatife 
of Socaates’s Daemon, \ y'uere one Timaachvs, dellrous, 
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darknefs, not ftill, but thick and agitated. I 
ihook at the dreadful noifes of beafts , and 
groans of men and women , that ilfued from 
an unfathomable depth. At laft all was hufhed, 
and a fmall voice pronounced fome obfcure 
words , by way of anfwer to my interrogatories, 
that are not worthy to be blotted on my 
paper. As foon as the voice ceafed, I was 
dragged out of the cell , pafled a fevere ex- 
amination , and having refrethed myfelf in the 
temple , we , the next morning at break of 
day, took our leave of Trophonius and Jus 
prielts. 

In my way back to Delphi, I made a vow 
by the hallowed groves of our prophet,, that 
I would not again torture my imagination to 
find quefiions lor an oracle , convinced more 
than ever , that a man’s own fagacity is the 
only demon to be trulted in real difficulties. 

Whence it proceeds, Orsames , I cannot 
tell , but there is fomething in darknefs that* 
calls up the fears, and dilturbs the cheerfulnefs, 
of human nature. For which reafon I am often 
offended at thofe who reprefent a fecretgrot, or 
a gloomy cavern, - as the immediate place of his 
prefence , whofe mod perfect emblem is the 
radiant Mithras, expofed for ever in the glo- 
rious concave of the heavens, to engage the eyes 
and worfbip of the rational part of his creation. 
• C. 

LETTER 

to be inftrutSed in the nature of it , is faid to have vi- 
iited Trofhonius, and feen an allegorical vhQon, which 
i» related and explained at large. 
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LETTER CXXIII. 

Ceeander to Gobryas, Chief Scribe. 

I no fooner received information that the 
plague, which has raged the whole furamer 
at Athens with great violence, was confiderably 
abated , than I determined to fet out on my 
return thither; and as the roads at thafTeafon 
of the year are much infefted with parties of 
foldiers , both of the Peloponnefian and Athe- 
nian allies', I took hold of an opportunity, 
which fortune threw in my way, to join the 
train of Callias and Nausici.es, the Athenian 
deputies to the alfembly of the Amphi&yons, 
who were preparing for their journey home 
at the fame time with myfelf. I experienced 
flie good effects of travelling under their pro- 
tection; for, upon the borders of the territories 
of Attica, we fell in with a party of Boeotian 
light-horfe, who were fcouring the country: 
the deputies immediately fent to acquaint the 
commanding officer with their character, which, 
by the law of nations , and the general practice 
of the Greeks , was fuffieient to fecure them 
and their retinue from any arreft or vexation 
in their paffage. The officer behaved with 
great politenefs on this occafion, and prevent- 
ed, by his authority , the violence with which 
the rough foldiers, greedy of fpoil, were pre- 
paring to lay u£ under contribution. The reft 
of our journey paffed without any remarkable 
2. - . 
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incident. The morning after our arrival , Cal- 
u as and Nausici.e.s made a report, lir!i in the 
fenale, and afterwards before the affembly of 
the people, of their behaviour in the Ampliic- 
tyonic council , as rcprefentatives of the com- 
monwealth of Athens. They gave in the roll 
of contributions which were laid upon all the 
Grecian ftates , for the enlargements and. re- 
pairs of the temple of Delphi , and the par- j 
ticular fum which Athens w r as obliged to 
furnift# towards her part in carrying on fo 
pious a work. They related a fpeech made by 
the deputies of Corinth again!! the Athenians, 
for erecting a chapel in the temple of Delphi , 
in memory of the battle near Naupa#us; which 
concluded with a motion j that a fine lhould 
be fet upon them by the Amphi&yons , for the 
celebrating vi$ories of the Greeks over each 
other, in the fame place where their conquelts 
over barbarians alone were confecrated td 
pofierity. But Nausicle* exefited himfelf with 
fuch atftivity in ‘opposition to it, by fhowing, 
among!! other things , that the Athenians had 
done nothing unprecedented, but only fol- 
lowed the example of the Boeotians , who 
ere$ed fiatues in the fame temple , after the 
defeat of the Athenians at Tanagra , that the 
.Corinthians were forced to drop their motion. 
When the report was finilhed , the people 
unanimoufly approved what had been done in 
.their name by Caj.lias and Nausicles , and 
likewife decreed them crowns of gold , for 
their vindication of Athens againfi the unjuft 
alperfions of the Corinthians. Their embally 
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expired with the ufual compliment of bfeing 
invited to a public entertainment in the 
Prytanaeum. 

The plague is by this time entirely ceafed ; 
and indeed it abated gradually with the heats 
of the fumrner. 1 alked Hippocrates , what 
number he thought it had deftroyed? he told 
me, by the molt exa# computation he could 
make , it had carried off no lefs than four 
thou land four hundred citizens, (not to men- 
tion itrangers,) amongfi whom the order of 
the Hippeis had loft three'hundred fox? their 
lhare. So terrible a depopulation, one Ihould 
think , noble fcribe , would infpire this Rate 
with humble and moderate fentiments , and a 
defife of reftoring the tranquillity of Greece. 
But this is fo far from being the cafe, that 
their fpirits are more raifed than ever , by 
a relation fent hither by Demosthenes , of a 
defeat which the Acarnanians and Argivesp 
under his condu& , have given to the Arh- 
brdcians and Peloponnefians under that of 
Euryloch us. .. ' 

The Ambracians having entered Acarnania 
with eight thoufand heavy-afmed foot , took 
poffelfion of a fort called Olpis, Which is built 
on the top of a hill not far from the fea. 
There Eurylochcs joined them with a body 
of Peloponnefians, who, by marching through 
by-ways, efcaped the vigilance of fome Acar- 
nanian troops , that lay in wait to intercept 
them, A lew days after this jumftion, a fquadron 
of twenty Athenian fltips appeared in the gulph 
of Ainbracid, and DemosthJmn'Bs, with aaarmy 
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of Acarnanians and Argives, (to whom w’ere 
added three hundred Melfenians and lixty Athe- 
nian archers , ) came lip, and pitched his camp 
in fight of the enemy. The two armies re- 
mained quiet two days , but early on the 
fifteenth began an engagement that lafted till 
evening. Demosthenes with great judgment 
forefeeing where the ftrefs of the action mult 
lie , placed four hundred Peltaftai , or Tar- 
geteers , in a hollow way covered with bullies, 
which extended itfelf along the flank of his 
right wing. The enemy’s left making a motion 
to furround him, met with a vigorous refiliance 
in front, and was charged at the fame time fo 
brilkly in the rear by the ambufcade , that , 
after a fhort difpute, they threw down their 
arms and fled. Euryeochus hixnfelf was killed 
in endeavouring to rally his men. In another 
part of the field the enemy’s right wing, com- 
pofed chiefly of Ambracians, w ho are reckoned 
the moft warlike people in thofe parts, broke 
the left of Demosthenes , and pulhed it to 
the walls of Argos ; but returning in diforder 
from the purfuit , the Athenian general ad- 
vanced again!! them with his vi&orious troops, 
.and obliged them to take refuge within the 
walls of Olpis. The next morning Menedatu?, 
who fucceeded Euryeochus in the command, 
propofed to Demosthenes to furrender the 
fortrefs , upon condition that he Ihould be 
.permitted to retire with the Peloponnefian 
forces only ; to which the latter confented , 
with a view of rendering the Lacedaemonians 
odious among!! their allies for defecting the 
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Ambracians. Demosthenes, after felting up 
a trophy and burying his dead , decamped with 
his army to oppofe the remainder of the Am- 
bracian forces, who , he had received intel- 
ligence , were marching to the affiftance of 
their countrymen. He found them engaged 
in the Itraits of Idomene , where his fuperior 
/kill in the art of war, and a perfetS know- 
ledge of the country, enabled him to gain a 
complete vi&ory. For having fent a detach- 
ment to feize the paflages of the mountains , 
he marched with the relt along the great road, 
and beat up the Ambracian quarters fo fud- 
denly, that the outguards made but very little 
reliltance ; the relt were foon routed, and a 
miferable flaughter made of them. Thofe who 
attempted to efcape were killed or taken by 
the Acarnanian parties , who had befet the 
ways. Others, rather than furrender to their 
worlt enemies , chofe to calt themfelves into 
the fea, and fwim for fafety to the Athenian 
fhips, which were cruifing on that coafi. In 
fhort , on this occafion the republic of Athens 
has acquired great glory. Her general (who, 
in token of his victories , has fent hither two 
hundred fuits of armor) recovered his reputa- 
tion ; and the Ambracians received irreparable 
damages. Demosthenes adds in his letters , 
that this fuccefs might be attended with greater 
advantages ; but that the Acarnanians , pref 
ferring their old neighbourhood to that of an 
Athenian colony , are on the point of conclud- 
ing an accommodation with the Ambracian*, 

• • ■ ■ - - ! . wT >. ..c j ;; 
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at which this ftate is , with good reafon , 
diflatisfied. 

Thou mayft imagine , potent lord , I was 
not a little furprif^d at the arrival ofZoPYRUs 
here from Ephefus in a Phoenician fliip. What 
inducement he has had to feek the Athenian 
protection , after quitting the Perfian court in 
fo abrupt a manner, I am unable to difcover; 
but in his daily converfation , he throws off 
every mark of duty and allegiance to his fo- 
vereign , by fetting forth the facility of feizing 
•fome advantageous port in the Perfian domi- 
nions , and proffering his fervice to conduct a 
colony of Athenians to any upon which it may 
be thought proper to make an attempt. From 
the opinion which the better fort of citizens 
have formed of his character , and their un- 
willihgttefs to entangle theinfelves in difputes 
with the great king , at a juncture when the 
war now on foot demands their whole atten- 
tion, I fhould conjecture, that this republic 
will enter into none of his projects. But 
whether the hopes of gain may not allure pri- 
vate adventurers to embark with him in fome 
defperate enterprife , I fhall not pretend to 
determine. However, thou inaylt depend on 
the earliefi notice of his motions; and 1 think 
Python fhould be talked to on this fubject. 
That minifter fent hither early information of 
the army and fleet preparing in the Perfian 
iprovinces ; and by the decrees paffed in the 
aflembly before my return from Delphi , he 
will be furnifhed with fufficient materials for 
a conference. I am well allured that the 
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fen ate have taken great alarm at fome fecret 
advices from their einillaries in Thebes and 
Sparta. Some of the principal members, with 
whom I converfe , intimate their fufpicions, 
that the Lacedaemonians will not be fo fcrupu- 
lous as themfelves about giving up the Greek 
cities in Alia; becaufe the Ionian colonies are 
related to the Athenians by extraction. And 
indeed , as the Perliau miniltry have , in all 
their negotiations , laid great ftrefs on this 
point, an alliance with Lacedaemon would be 
the molt delirable rneafure. At the fame time, 
whatever views they may have about extend- 
ing the commerce of the empire , and ren- 
dering the ifiands in the ^Egean lea dependent 
upon the monarch of Alia, will be belt anfvver- 
cd by weakening the nayaL lirength of the 
Athenians. 

The elections for magifiretes were over, 
asufual, oil the firlt of the month Hecatom- 
beon; they have gone chicly in Cleon’s favor. 
Thou wilt perceive by a jilt of them, which 
1 fend enclofed, thpt Phi coca axes is chofen 
firlt Archpn, and Ct-eon , Nicias, Eurymedon, 
Sophocx.es, and four others, generals fpr the 
year enfuing. The two- Taft of thole above- 
named are going with a fleet of forty. Ihips to 
the relief of the Corcyreans, vvhofe exiles have 
lately fortified themfelves ip the mountains, 
and lay walte the country with fire and fwprd, 
Noble fcribe , if my nephew Charicees of 
Ephefus, who will deliver tbis difpateh into 
thy hands , Ihould find *favor in thy fight , I 
Uiali reckon it the gre^cli happipefs that cap 
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befal him. He is a young man of prudence , 
activity, andaddrefs; whom thou wilt find not 
unintelligent in the affairs of Greece, and ex- 
tremely defirous to be ranked amongft thy de- 
pendents. Lefs than this I could not fay of 
him , becaufe of his real merit; and were I 
to add more , his near relation to me might 
appear to have blinded my judgment in his 
favor. , 

From Athens. P. 


LETTER CXXIV. 

Oleander to Bagoas , Chief Eunuch in the 
, Palace of Artaxerxes. 

I ^ h o it , who haft fpent thy life within walls, 
where felides perpetual tranquillity, and none 
but the foltet paffions are allowed to enter , 
wouldft be but little entertained by a long 
detail of a puzzling treaty , or the view of a 
bloody field , where the lives of thoufands 
have Keen facrificed to the ambition of their 
leaders. But thou wilt hear with pleafure of 
the fuecefs of my negotiations in the traffic of 
beauty , and the fair vitilims I have collected 
from- every quarter of Greece, for the Fane 
of Love , where thou prelideft. In my late 
journies over this country I have {till been 
attentive to thy commiffion; and I will ven- 
ture to affirm , that I have now embarked for 
Ephefus thirty as accomplilhed virgins, as ever 
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adorned the inner chambers of the palace. 
How will thy wrinkles , venerable eunuch , 
fofteri into a {’mile, when thou received them 
from their covered chariots at the fecret gate ? 
Amongft the orange trees upon the fteps of 
the marble fountain, thou wilt examine with 
talte their different charms; and, after a ItriCt 
examination, rank them in their feveral orders. 
Happy old man! who, cool and unconcerned, 
canft leifurely throw thy eyes over fuch en- 
chanting forms , and feel only the quiet joy of 
adminiitering to the pleafures of thy matter. 

Thou wilt eafily diftinguilh the Ionian beau- 
ties from their graceful movements in the dance, 
and their fubmitting with lefs reluctance to thy 
curious regards. The more fhy Athenians will 
pleafe thee by the peculiar fweetnefs of their 
accent, and the mafterly manner in which they 
touch the lyre. But the blooming iflamlers , 
the daughters of Chios and Lesbos , will. (trike 
thee molt by the fymmetry of their features , 
their long flowing treffes , their large black 
eyes , and the elegant magnificence of their 
drefs. 

To contraft thefe, there are three more nor- 
thern beauties from the banks of the Strymon, 
Avith fair complexions and golden hair. There 
is one thou mult look upon as acuriofity; a 
Spartan, daughter of one of the Ephori,' whom 
my friend, the Trierarch Philoci.es, carried 
off in a defcent upon the coaft of Pelopon- 
nefus. Chelonis exprelfes ad the haughtinefs 
of her country, and her quality, in her coun- 
tenance ; accompanied with a manly kind of 
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beauty , which, though it commands refpetJ, 
by no means excludes love. 

The tender Leontium I mufi recommend 
to thy peculiar care, and beg thou wilt prefent 
her in my name to the chamberlain Hydaspes. 
lie, who /hows fo elegant a talie in his gar- 
dens, his furniture, and his anmfements , is 
no lefs refined in his more fecret pleafuies; 
nor will reiufe to accept this token of my 
gratitude, fo well fuited to his delicacy. The 
ingenuous fweetnefs of her countenance, and 
the noblenefs of her demeanour, prove her to 
be what her liory pretends Ihe is. The pirate 
ofScyrus, who fold her, and had brought her 
up , allured me , that w hen he took her in a 
cruife off Euboea , /he was wrapped up in a 
rich mantle , and w T ore a bracelet fet with 
gems ; but he could learn no particulars re- 
lating to her, becaufe the nurfe and the reft 
of her attendants perifhed in the engagement. 
Confcious of the ftate from which /he is fallen, 
fhe retains an air of melancholy , which my 
friend’s humanity is fo fitted , and will be fo 
pleafed , to difpel. 

Th$ twenty Haves , whom I have chofen 
to attend thefe virgins, are well verfed in the 
various arts fo much elteemed in the palace 
of the queens. Some form an agreeable con- 
cert on all kinds of inltrnments ; others are 
ikilful at the loom , 'and tr^ce out the moft 
beautiful patterns for the richeit embroidery. 
Others prepare perfumes , and are pradiifed 
to attend at the bath. The three Corinthians 
l purchafed out of the houfe of the molt 
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magnificent courtefan in that city. They are 
taught all the niceties of drefs; to braid the 
hair, to adjuft the robe, to tie the fandal, and 
know all thole curious fecrets which heighten 
or preferve beauty. 

Give me leave to be a little vain, upon 
my having thus added to the number of thy 
fair fubjeCls. Happy fubjeCls! under fuch a 
guardian; removed from the dangers to which 
helplefs beauty is expofed , from the perplex- 
ing cares of life, the tumultuous fallies of un- 
governed love , and the raging paffions of dis- 
agreeing rivals, they are placed in the awful 
fanCtuary of innocence and purity, where the 
profane cannot enter ; they enjoy all the de- 
lights of a well-ordered magnificence. AwCd 
by thy difcipline, made eafy by thy gentlenefs, 
their minds are ever ferene and cheerful; their 
affections ever tempered and regulated ; their 
power of pleafing is directed to one objeCl ; 
their ideas of happinefs, all their tranfports , 
centre in one lord. When inftruCted by thy 
leflons , and purified with oil of myrrh and 
fweet odors 7< , they approach his bed; how 
are their hearts elated to meet the embraces of 
a monarch , who can reward their attention 
to pleafe him with the revenues of a province! 
But the fortunate fair , in whom the king 
delights, who is again fummoned from the 
fecond houfe of the women , partakes the 
highefi hoitors that a mortal can receive; the 

I s Vide EJlher, cap, iii. 
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bonds of captivity fall infiantly from her 
hands , and the imperial tiara encircles her 
head. Adieu. 

From Athens, the 17th of MaemacSerion. 

P. and W. 


LETTER CXXV 

Gobryas, Chief Scribe, etc. to Oleander, 
at Athens. From Sufa. 

Tnon takeft the fureft way to filence the 
calumnies of thy enemies , by. continuing to 
difcharge the duties of thy employment to the 
entire fatisfa6Uon of thofe who wilh thee well ; 
and halt given the king and fupi’eme council 
frelh proofs of thy fufficiency in bulinefs, by 
the variety and importance of thy Delphic 
difpatches. 

The domeftic tranquillity which we enjoy 
at prefent, the good order eftablilhed through 
the feveral provinces of the empire, and the 
flourifhing condition of our troops and finances, 
give us leifure to look abroad , and furvey the 
pofture ol affairs in foreign nations. The king, 
we hope , will .foon be able to determine, 
from the negotiations now carrying on , to 
which fide of the contending Grecian ftates 
the influence of his arms muft be carried. And 
how near matters draw towards a conclufion, 
thou wilt be better able to judge , when I 
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have related to thee the refult of fome con- 
ferences between myfelf and Python , and the 
advices lately lent by Cratippus from Sparta. 
Not many days ago, Python made me a vifit, 
and told me, that his republic having received 
information , that a large body of forces was 
to alfemble early in the fpring near Sardis , 
had fent him exprefs orders to obtain a cate- 
gorieal anfwer from the miniliers , as to their 
deftination ; (ince the people of Athens had 
reafon to apprehend that they were deligned 
againli the Grecian colonies in Alia , which , 
by Cimon’s treaty, were rendered independent 
oi Perlia. I replied, that the king, my matter 
from his regard and obfervance of treaties, 
particularly of one fo difadvantageous to himfelf^ 
far a courfeof many years, had not deferved, 
without ftrong grounds , to be fufpeded of an 
intention to violate them ; that l could not 
help thinking this peremptory demand was 
ftarted a little unfeafonably ; and that it looked 
very much as if his Itate fought occafions lor 
a rupture , by forcing a difagreeable anfwer 
from the king ; that I would, however, allure 
him, that thefe troops, which were not nu- 
merous enough to give" umbrage to the Athe- 
nians, were not deligned , either again!! them 
or any of their, allies, unlefs by their behaviour 
they obliged the king, againlt his inclination, 
to commence hoftilities. Python did not feem 
fatisfied with this anfwer ; and , amonglt other 
©bje<5tions to it, faid , it was plain the empire 
was preparing fome great Itroke , as it was 
well known , that, bendes this army at land, 
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a powerful, fleet was equipping in the ports of 
Phoenicia. I replied, with an appearing warmth, 
that it was true a fquadron was fitting out to pro- 
tect the commerce of our trading ftibje&s, which 
wasmiferably difiurbed and interrupted by the 
Peloponnelian and Athenian navies; that daily 
reprefentations were made to the minifiers 
from the molt eminent merchants, that their 
veffels were flopped and fearched, the effetfts 
feized, and even the men imprifoned , by the 
lhips of war belonging to both parties , under 
pretence that they were carrying arms and 
provilion to their enemies. I allured him , 
the king could no longer fuffer thefe violences, 
but would think himfelf unworthy the crown 
he wore, if he did not protect the properties 
and perfons of his fubje$s , and infill upon 
ample reparation of the damages they fultained. 

Python delired me to confider, that thefe 
were inconveniences unavoidably attending 
neutral powers in a flate of war ; that many 
of the infolences complained of are committed 
for the fake of gain by particular officers , 
without the confent , or even knowledge, of 
their principals ; and that if I would give him 
a lift of the fufferers, and an eflimate of their 
Ioffes , he was fure the Athenians would give 
fatisfa&ion to thofe who were unjufily op- 
prelfed. He added , that he was concerned 
to find me more difpofed to inflame than ac- 
commodate matters between our mailers ; and 
that it was purely to avoid it , he had omitted 
making complaint, as he was ordered , that 
the Perfian veffels frequented the feas between 
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the Cvanian and Chelidonian iflands, in direct 
violation of the tenth article of the peace of 
Cimon. I told him , it was probable the 
merchant lhips might take that courfc in their 
voyages y hut that was not contrary to the 
treaty, which only lays, that the Perlians 
fhould not fail in thofe feas avv ficocpcug vavcri, 
“ with lhips of war. ” Alter fome altercation 
between us , on the manner in which this 
article was complied with , he reprefented 
one while, that the Greeks would make s it a 
common caufe, if the two fundamental fti- 
pulations in Ci mon’s peace (the independence 
of the Aliatic colonies, and the reftraint on 
our navigation) were broken through ; at 
another time, that the Athenians, provided 
they could gain the good will of the king of 
Perlia , would folten the rigor of them. But 
at lalt he faid plainly, that the commonwealth 
of Athens hoped we would not take part in 
the differences between them and the Lacedae- 
monians, as not being at all interelted therein; 
but if we were refolved to interfere, they had 
as good pretenlions to our friendlhip as any 
other Grecian Itate. I faid, if the Athenians 
had any overtures to make, they might fend 
an embafly to propofe them in exprefs terms; 
but that talking in general of the regard and 
elteem which his republic had for the king, 
without entering upon particulars, tended only 
to amufe and create diitrult. As Python had 
nothing more to offer, our conference ended; 
and I ealily perceived his chief intent was to 
found our deligns, and by throwing out foine 
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foftening hints of the amicable difpoGtion of 
Athens , prevent any immediate refolution to 
break with them. 

Nicander. iiill preferves that roughnefs and 
Angularity in his behaviour , with which he 
began his embally. Hp fcarcely ever ftirs out 
of his houfe , makes no acquaintance in the 
court, and feldoin confers with. me. Cra- 
tippijs writes me word , that his own ftate is 
fo ill fatisfied with the dry uninforming dif- 
patohes they receive from him, that they intend 
to fupply his place, towards the beginning of 
next fpring, with fome abler minilters , who 
will have it in charge to propofe to us terms 
of the highelt advantage , in exchange for our 
friendfhip. It feeins they repent the abrupt 
manner in which the negotiation was broken 
off lalt year ; and Sthenelaidas , the Ephorus, 
the great promoter of the war, and the pre- 
fent director of their counfels , has molt heartily 
declared himfelf for calling in our afliltance , 
rather than fail in the main point of reducing 
the power of Athens. 

I have endeavoured to trace out the un- 
accountable flight of Zopyrus ; and I learn by 
intercepted letters , and by other intelligence , 
that , after! making the beft of his way to 
Ephefus , he took Ihipping there ; and it is 
not yetlknown, whither he directed his courfe. 
If, as we have realon to. fufpedt, he concludes 
his ramble at Athens , I know thou wilt be 
vigilant in examining his condu6t and defigns , 
and acquainting us with the encouragement he 
receives : not that we apprehend any danger, 

either 
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either from his intereft at home, or addrefs 
abroad; butin fuch cafes, precaution is always 
ufeful. 

I congratulate thee, Oleander, that thou 
clofeft the year in quiet and fafety, which, by 
the cabals of thy enemies , threatened thee at 
its fetting out with the ftorms of faction. If to 
be honored with the favor of the prince , con- 
firmed in the elteem of the minifiers , and fup- 
ported by the zealous endeavours of friends, 
are the proper incitements of induftry and re- 
wards of merit, thy lituation is of all others 
the molt fortunate. Farewel. 

P. 


LETTER CXXVI. 

Oleander to Hydaspes. 

Some of my fi'iends here, a few days ago, 
accidentally fell into a difpute about the com- 
parative excellence of the two fexes. It was 
occalioned by one who ventured to call in 
queftion that natural title to fuperiority, which 
we had all along in fo peremptory a manner 
claimed to ourfelves. He maintained , that 
there was no drliin<9ion of fexes in the foul ; 
that in both it was equally capable of improve- 
ment ; and that the vifible pre-eminence on 
our fide was entirely to be refolved into the 
greater degree of care and culture that had been 
befiowed upon us. He made fome doubt, 
whether the other fex were naturally, and 
a. ao 
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before the acquired foftnefs which they had 
derived from education, lefs able to undergo 
the more hardy and laborious employments , 
which are now appropriated to us under the 
name of manly. However, added he , intel- 
le$ual capacity has plainly no fort of depend- 
ence upon the vigor and weaknefs of the 
animal conltitution ; fince in our fex the greatelt 
ftrength of underflanding is often to be ob- 
ferved in bodies of the molt tender and delicate 
make. But as example and experience may be 
fuppofed to have much more weight in this 
matter than any bind of abfiratS. reafoning, he 
fupported his opinion by the inftance of the 
celebrated Aspasia ; a woman whofe attain- 
ments *in the whole circle of fciences have ex- 
ceeded the moft improved geniufes, in an age 
and country which think they have made the 
greatelt advancement in knowledge of any other. 
As Ihe is yet alive in this city, though age has 
taken off the bloom of her perfon, and the death 
of Pericles diminilhed her interelt in it, it may 
not perhaps be a difagreeable entertainment to 
acquaint thee with fomeof the more diltinguilh- 
ing parts of her character, and inforip thee of 
fuch remarkable circumltances relating to her, 
as converfation with herfelf or others may have 
helped me to the knowledge of. 

Aspasia is a native of Miletus, more famous 
than any other city of Ionia for the number of 
extraordinary perfons it has produced. This 
doubtlefs cannot fo probably be accounted 
for from any efficacy of the climate , as from 
the affifiance education may bellow , or the 
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encouragement that arts may receive in one 
place above another. Her quality 1 find not 
altogether fettled; many of her own fex dwell 
with foine pleafure on the fuppofed obfeurity 
of her birth , as a circumftance that throws 
fomething of a lhade over the lufire of her 
character; and fpeak with more certainty than, 
perhaps they ought , of the lownefs of her 
defeent , to take her down from that envied 
height of greatnefs to which her virtues have 
railed her above the reft of her contemporaries. 
Nor is it agreed what was the chief motive of 
her coming to Athens : fomc fuggeft that this 
was the moft likely place for her advancement, 
as a theatre on which her literary qualities 
might be difplayed with the moft fuccefs. But 
the fame reafon might probably draw her hither 
which has drawn fo many others of any cu- 
riofity or ambition to excel in knowledge, the 
delire of improving herfelf in a place of the 
molt allowed reputation for learning. How- 
ever , all agree to fpeak of her as one in 
whom are united the higheft endowments of 
mind and body; the utinolt brightnefs of parts 
and beauty of perfon ; the one heightened and 
recommended by all that eafe and grace which 
travel and acquaintance with the belt company 
heltow; the other improved by a careful ufe 
of all thofe advantages which a free converfe 
with all the celebrated wits of Greece could 
give her. Her thoughts were not confined 
within the narrow province of domeftic buli- 
jnefs , nor laid out in acquiring thofe more 
fhowy and fuperficial accomplilhments , which 
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too often engage the whole attention of that 
fex. She had gained an early acquaintance 
with every part of ufeful literature ; but her 
favorite fiudies , to which Ihe had devoted more 
care and pains, were philofophy and politics. 
Anaxagoras, one of the firft credit for his 
attainments in natural knowledge , was not 
efteemed fuperior to her in that one point, to 
which the chief inquiries of a whole life had 
been diretSed ; and the ablelt ftatefmen in 
Athens do not better underhand the conftitu- 
tion of the feveral cities of Greece, or more 
readily difcern thofe nice conjuruftures and 
dependencies which make up their refpe&ive 
interefts. She is fuppofed to have imitated 
the manner, and in fome meafure to have 
formed herfelf upon the pattern of Tragelia, 
her country-woman ; one of great art and in- 
trigue , who, by her abilities and addrefs, 
had infinuated herfelf into the confidence of 
many leading men in Greece, learnt their fenti- 
inents in public matters , and , by difpofing 
many of them by degrees to think more fa- 
vorably of the defigns of the great king, at- 
tached them at length to his fervice. But of 
all her high qualities , what could not fail of 
recommending her to the greateft notice and 
favor under fuch a government , is , her ad- 
mirable eloquence , and abfolute command 
over the opinions and affe&ions of the hearers. 
No wonder , that one of fo uncommon a ca- 
pacity ihould draw after her, numbers of fuch 
an inquifitive nation , to hear her lefTons of 
morality , and to be witneffes of her power 
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ofperfuafion! But is it not wonderful, Hr- 
daspes! that the, who fo perfectly knows, and 
can fo admirably explain , the excellence of 
virtue, Ihould be lb little influenced by it, 
as fhe is reprefented to have been in her own 
conduct? That Ihe , who had fo entire an 
afcendency over the palfions of others , Ihould 
be fo far wanting in regulating her own? Some 
of the molt coniiderable perfons here do not, 
however , difdain to pay her a conltant at- 
tendance, for the fake of their own improve- 
ment ; and nothing furely can give one a more 
exalted idea of Aspasia’s accomplilhments, than 
that Socrates, the molt rational of the Grecian 
philofophers, and fcarcely inferior to our re- 
nowned Zerdusht, can learn from her new 
maxims of wifdom ; than that Pericles, the 
ablelt fpeaker and molt confummate Itatefman, 
fhould apply to her to be further improved in 
the arts of eloquence , and more perfectly 
inftructed in the interelts of Athens. Thele 
qualifications gained fo far by degrees on the 
affections of Pericles , as to give great dis- 
turbance to his wife , a woman of fome rank 
and Spirit. They agreed therefore to part,, 
that each might be at liberty to make a fecond 
choice; for the feverer laws of Athens allow 
not our fex to follow the freer practice that 
prevails in Perfia , and to aflert the privilege 
of a plurality of wives , which is uncontelted 
through all the countries of the Ealt. He was 
married to her immediately after this reparation; 
and many inftances are remembered of the ex- 
traordinary love which he always exprefled foi 
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fier. She had the addrefs conftantly to maintain 
the influence fhe had over him, but (as it 
was faid) not the honor to make ufe of it on 
fuch occalions only, as were advantageous to 
his character, or ferviceable to his country. I 
know many perfons are of opinion , but I be- 
lieve without the ieaft foundation, that he was 
prevailed on by her to engage Athens in a war, 
jn which its interefts were no way concerned, 
in favor of the Milefians againft the people of 
Samos. It is certain, that fhe attended him 
hither, and erected fome public monuments 
in memory of his conquefts ; and it is fuppofed 
(but ridiculoufly) that fhe had a fhare in that 
celebrated harangue , made in honor of fuch 
Athenians as were flain in the firft year of 
the war. 

But Pericles was foon after obliged, not 
only to exert all the powers of his eloquence, 
but to tiy the laft efforts of his intereft and 
importunity with the judges in her favor, when, 
upon the complaint of Hermippus , fhe was 
publicly accufed of impiety , and leading a 
debauched and diffolute life, by miniftering to 
the pleafures of the young Athenians. The 
former part of the charge at Athens is by no 
means,’ 1 think, the worft imputation upon 
her character; fince the explication of natural 
appearances has been underftood here to imply 
a difbelief of the Deity , and it has been dan- 
gerous to affert , that the fun , the throne and 
refidence of the radiant Mithras , is a mafs of 
fire no bigger than Peloponnefus. 
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Afperfions are fometimes caft upon Aspa- 
sia’s character , as one whofe foul is , they 
pretend , of too elevated a kind to ftoop to the 
common concerns of houfehold affairs , and 
who has too extenfive views to fhow any re- 
gard to matters of fo confined and inferior a 
nature. But thefe are the fufpicions of fuch 
who fpeak rather from geneial obfervation, 
than any particular knowledge of Aspasia. 
Many, who know her, affirm, that her great 
capacity for public hulinefs does not hinder 
her paying a proper attention to the private 
duties of doineftic life ; nor her fkill in the 
movements of the planetary fyliem , give any 
interruption to the good order and (economy 
of her own family. 

After the death, of Pericles fhe married 
Lysicles, one of mean parts and parentage. 
Though this circumfiance of her life gives one 
no very admirable idea of her temper or cha- 
racter, yet it will help to fhow thee what 
uncommon addrefs and incredible dexterity fhe 
is miftrefs of. For her new hulband, though 
neither recommended by the dignity of his 
birth, nor his talents for bufinefs, though not 
fupported by the fplendor of his fortune, or 
the intereft of his friends, is advanced, by her 
foie credit and contrivance,' to the higheft of-* 
fices and honors in the ftate. Adieu. 

"I ‘>il I >'• . ■. G. I * 

* . . * . -* 
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LETTER CXXVII. 

Oleander to Gobryas. From Athens. 

J send thee, noble fcribe , what thou wilt 
permit me to call a very valuable prefent ; 
becaufe 1 am fure thy wifdom will elteein it 
fuch. It is no lefs than a tranfcript of the 
laws of Solon. They have been fo univerfally 
celebrated over Europe, that not many years ago 
a certain city on the banks of the Tiber, fcarce- 
ly known in thefe polifhed parts of the world , 
fent folemn deputies to Athens , who were in- 
dulged in copying them , and carried home 
the precious charge in triumph to their coun- 
trymen. This diltiruSion was jultly due to their 
pre-eminence over thofe of all other Itates; 
nor can any thing raife in thee an higher ve- 
neration for them , except thou lifteneft to 
what the Athenians themffclves pretend, that 
the world owes to Attica the invention of 
laws. So abfurd an afiertion is equally ridi- 
culous with that concerning their own original 
from the foil they dwell upon, as it fuppofes 
that legal juftice and fubordination were not 
dilated to all men by the common voice of 
nature and condition of fociety. Both tradi- 
tions arofe from the fame principle of vanity, 
perhaps too in the lame barbarous age of fu- 
perftition ; and operate in the fame manner on 
a credulous and proud people. This, however, 
is an idle fpeculation , and affe&s not the merit 
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of the Athenian pande& ; for I am convinced, 
a better than theirs was never formed, for the 
propagation of perfonal virtue, and the eftablifh- 
ment of a popular religion ; nor can any more 
effe&ually promote the various, yet connected 
interefts of liberty and commerce , thofe main 
pillars of national felicity. One piece of po- 
licy will pleafe thee , among many inftances 
which thou wilt obferve of it in their ftatutes; 
I mean the brevity prevailing in the forms of 
drawing them , and the forbearing to recite 
the motives that produced each of them. The 
former leaves no room for evafion or obfcurity; 
the latter prevents litigioufnefs , becaufe every 
reafon exprelfed by the legiflator is the founda- 
tion of many fuits , and all men chufe to obey 
the laws upon their own reafons. 

If any inftitution feems blamable , it is that 
which makes ingratitude a legal crime. I know 
it has afforded a fair field of panegyric to the 
flatterers of Athens, as well for its Angularity, 
as the fan&ion it receives from private con- 
fcience ; but to me it has always appeared either 
wholly unneceflary , or attended with incon- 
veniences. It is unneceffary , becaufe we muft 
acknowledge it enough (if weconfider it) that 
the generality of legillators endeavour to re ft rain 
us from violations of right; and as to every 
thing that concerns the duties of humanity, 
fend every man to his own breaft for informa- 
tion. He who is acquainted with thofe ac- 
tions which procure reputation or difgrace, 
knows the natural infamy accompanying the 
ungrateful. He knows, that fuch an one inufi 
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feel the pangs of remorfe , and the vapors of 
folitude : he knows too , that fuch characters 
' are rarely found ; for if Providence has made 
not only our reafon , but our weakneffes , 
prompt us in many cafes to a beneficence al- 
moft diffinterefied, then certainly much more 
to gratitude. 

Thefe indeed are the natural fanCtions of 
this amiable virtue, and, one would think, of 
fufficient force to fecure us from any viola- 
tions of it. But lhould it be fuggefted , that 
fuch violations occur fometimes in fociety, I 
grant that they fometimes occur , and , I be- 
lieve, could maintain, that they are provided 
againft incidentally by the laws of all ftates; 
for they are often fo interwoven with crimes 
of injuftice, as at once to aggravate both the 
crime and the penalty. So far then, in every 
country , as they are underftood to be aggra- 
vations of injuftice , they are the objects of the 
magiftrate’s care. As to ads of unmixed and 
downright ingratitude, they feldom happen; 
and whenever they do , muft be left for pu- 
nifhment to the hatred of mankind , the re- 
proofs of reafon, the torments of confidence, 
and the fanCtions of religion. The civil ma- 
giftrate ought not to interpofe; becaufe while 
they do not immediately affeCt the peace or 
rights of fociety , his interpofition would bring 
on a thoufand inconveniencies. No court of 
judicature can with fuch propriety define the 
proportion of one benefit to another , as they 
can compare the nature of contefted claims. 
Thofe proportions would be rated differently 
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in the forum of juftice and the forum of con- 
fidence ; for if juftice reftores to every man no 
more than his due, and gratitude often exceeds 
the real value of a favor, in the return it makes 
for it ; then , upon the principles of juftice , 
no magiftrate could oblige me to overpay a 
benefit, though upon the principles of gratitude 
I thould think myfelf frequently obliged to do 
lb. And if it be faid , that in cafes which relate 
to either , the magiftrate mult decide accord- 
ing to the rules of each ; yet the intention of 
the legiflator molt certainly was, that points of 
gratitude fhould be determined according to the 
rules of juftice ; fince , on the contrary fup- 
polition , the doing a flight favor to another 
might be ufed as an artful w r ay of extorting 
a return for it , much greater than its value. 
So that if the magiftrate is willing to avoid 
various ill confequences , which would flow 
from a different method of determination, he 
muft confider cafes of gratitude in the light of 
pecuniary debts. For which reafon the ju- 
rifdiiftion of the magiftrate, as to fuch cafes, 
muft operate imperfectly. The proceedings of 
the forum of confcience and of juftice moft 
evidently interfere , and no attempt fhould be 
made to unite them. The principles of juftice 
would be forgot, if thofe of gratitude were 
always obferved; and the very nature of gra- 
titude would be deftroyed , if weighed by the 
rules , as its grace would be loft , if it were 
enforced by the penalties , of juftice. Such a 
law then founds prettily in the words, yet, 
when examined, is nothing but found. It 
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tends to make the intercourfe of benefits among 
friends as mercenary, as the exchange of com- 
modities in the dealings of merchants. It fets 
men on their guard againft each other ; and 
gives them a referve in accepting kindneffes , 
left they fhould be called upon by law to re- 
turn them ; and therefore undermines the prin- 
ciple it was intended to fupport. Excellent 
minifter, thou wilt forgive the peculiarity of 
my fentiments ; I know they are incontinent 
With a law eftablifhed in Perfia, and a law in 
./Egypt ; but , if I miftake not , they are de- 
ductible both from the reafonings of fpecu- 
lative philofophers , and the practice of wife 
legiflators. 

The Athenians are commendable for not 
confining the judges in their determinations to 
the ftricft letter of the law. In all fiates the 
extremities of too much law , and too little , 
are to be equally avoided. Difcretion and 
fixed law lhould be mingled together ; the 
former to provide againft particular cafes that 
may arife , and could not be forefeen ; the 
latter to be a general rule of action: the one 
may moderate or add to the rigor of the law j 
the other prevents ignorance, difobedience 
ficklenefs in the people ; in the judges , it 
prevents favor, hatred, or corruption. For, 
in order to deter the magiftrate from bending 
the law in fuch a way as to break it , I am 
content the magiftrate fhould be in the power 
of the law, while a difcretionary power is 
vefted in the magiftrate. And fhould it be 
objected, that the fituation of the magiftrate 
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would be dangerous and precarious , if he 
were liable to be called to an account for the 
exercife of this difcretionary power , it may 
well be anfwered, that it is fit the (late lhould 
have an eye over his actions, and that an ap- 
peal lhould lie from his tribunal to the dernier 
refort. If it appears in foine cafes that his 
judgments are wrong , and that neverthelefs 
he gave them according to confcience and his 
opinion , the judgment may be reverfed, with- 
out any infamy attending the judge. But if 
it appears that he has been biafled by evil 
motives to give even a right determination y 
dhen he deferves to be punilhed with feverity. 
Such falutaiy provifions as thefe , againft the 
licentioufnefs of a bad magiltrate, can never 
become reltraints on the freedom of a good 
One. In Perfia, as all fubordinate judicatures 
are derived from the fovereign , fo they are 
under his immediate infpeftion ; for he com- 
municates his authority, w'ithout quitting the 
throne , or fharing it with any one. And 
certainly the wifdom and power of a great 
prince muft be much more awful to a ma- 
giftrate, than the divided councils of a popular 
•allembly. How moving is that leffon of in- 
tegrity to the paflion of fear, which mav be 
learnt from the exemplary punilhment infixed 
by Cambyses on a corrupt judge! He ordered 
his body to be flayed after nis death , and that 
the feat in the court where he prefided , and 
where his fon fucceeded him, lhould be covered 
with the lkin. Thus the very chair became a 
conftant monitor of duty to the magiltrate. 
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The laws of Perfia, noble Gobkyas , excel 
thofe of Athens in one point, which is elfeemed 
the perfeAion, and almofi the definition of a 
free government ; “ that they indulge the 

“ greateft liberty of acculing , with the leaft 
t( of calumniating.” For in Athens, if an ac- 
cufation is found to be falfe and malicious , 
the accufer is only fined in a certain fum of 
money ; whereas in Perfia he fullers all thofe 
punilhments which would have been inflided 
on the accufed, had the accufation been made 
out. I never refletS: on the illultrious infiance 
which our monarch once gave of his impartial 
regard to this law , without being wrapt in 
admiration of fuch exalted virtue. One of his 
favorites , thou knoweft , attempted formerly 
to make him fufpe$ the honefty of a faithful 
officer. The officer was imprifoned; the charge 
being examined, proved groundlefs, and the 
king turned his whole indignation on the per- 
fidious informer. He wifely faw, that to have 
done otherwife would have been to open a 
door to envy , revenge , and defamation ; to 
arm malice with the public authority; and to 
deprive the throne of its molt facred character, 
“ the protetSion of innocence from fpecious 
“ calumnies, or lawlefs oppreffion.” 

* C. 
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LETTER CXXVIII. 

Cleandek to Gobryas. 

f 1 ' h o u haft encouraged me , noble fcribe , to 
tranfmit many papers of a political kind to 
the court of Perlia. I will now open to thee the 
rife and progrefs of the conftitution of Athens, 
lince it is well worth thy notice. They give 
ijo account of themfelves before Ogyges , and 
that is fufficiently romantic. They fpeak of 
his age in the higheft terms of foolilh admira- 
tion ; and affirm , that when the reft of the 
world was in a fiate of ignorance and darknefs, 
they were flourilhing in arts and power. But 
after a reign of thirty-two years, a flood fwept 
away not only their cities and hiltorical records, 
hut both the monarch and the people. After 
a long interval of time, Cfcrops , with fome 
followers, came out of ^Egypt, and fettled 
in Attica , where they united into a fmall 
community. This prince built a town, which 
he called after himfelf, Cecropia , on the rock 
where the citadel now ftands , and inltituted 
four tribes. In the reign of Cecrops the fe- 
cond , they talk of twelve little cities , which 
were difperfed over the country, each of them 
enjoying feparate privileges and immunities. 
Cecropia was the capital, where the king re- 
dded , to whom , in cafes of difficulty or of 
danger, the fuhje<9s dutifully applied. I will 
not infift on the hardships through which 
Theseus ftruggled in his way to the kingdom. 
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It is well known , that after having defeated 
the fons of Panbion , his grandfather, who 
conteftdd the fovereignty with him, and freed 
his country from the yoke of Minos, he di- 
ligently watched over its interelts , reformed 
it , and was properly the firlt lawgiver who 
appeared in it. He collected the people into 
one city, by which means, though he added 
to their Itrength , yet he laid a foundation for 
continual animolities, and gave a lurking prin- 
ciple of death to the conltitution. For whenever 
the body of men that compofe the liate are 
united in one city, they muft frequently be 
difturbed by political tempefts. In fuch govern- 
ments the purfuits of ambition engage every 
man , from the greateft to the meanefi ; and 
hence arifes the moft factious and unlteady 
genius of a republic. He eftablifhed a common 
court ofjultice; and to fliow his reverence to 
the gods , and efpecially to the deity from 
whole name the town was called Athens, he 
ordained the feali Panathenaea. To give a fanc- 
ticm to his conduct, Theseus, like other lc- 
giflators, confulted the oracle, and promifed 
to lay down the regal power, referving only 
the military command , and guardianlhip of 
the laws , to himfelf. He divided the Athe- 
nians into three ranks, of noblemen, hulband- 
men, and artificers. The firlt excelled in honor, 
the next in riches, and the third in number. 
Thefe changes were fo well received , that no 
further alteration was made in their affairs, 
till after the death of Codrus , by the aboli- 
tion of kings , who at that time retained only 
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the titles of royalty, with no more power than 
Theseus , and not fo much authority. Per- 
petual and decennial Archons foon funk into 
annual ones; and Draco was at lafi nominated, 
not indeed to alter the general plan of the 
ftate , but to make fome farther and more parti- 
cular provilion in matters of private right. This 
man , however , having little knowledge of 
mankind , and a very bad opinion of them, was 
unfit for the office; and, with an unparalleled 
feverity, infli&ed death for every offence, as 
well as that of murder. So that it were better 
to have lived ih a ftate of nature , when the 
law of retaliation took place , than under the 
favage fyftem of Draco. Thou mayfi ealily 
conjecture, Gobryas , no people could bear 
this. Within the fpace of a fe\f years they 
invefted Solon with an unlimited power over 
the whole oeconomy of their conftitution. In 
the courfe of my difpatches I have already given 
thee fome account how far he new-modelled 
it. It is certain he always defigned to temper 
the people by the nobility ; and to check the 
petulance of thofe who have moft intereft in 
the ftate, by thofe who have moft wifdom in 
it. His republican plans were fomewhat in- 
terrupted by the lhort-lived influence of Pisis- 
tratus ; but on the murder of Hipparchus, 
and the flight of Hippias , his fons, (the laft 
of whom perfuaded Darius to the deftru&ive 
war againlt the Greeks,) Clisthenes revived 
them , and added new laws , both in comple- 
tion and amendment of the fcheme of Solon. 
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The greateft blow that ever was given to 
the firmneTs and tranquillity of the Athenian 
government, came iroin the belt man who in 
any age has lived under it , Aristides ; and 
he was among the firlt who felt the confe- 
quences of it. But it was owing, not to choice, 
but to necellity ; for the people (as 1 have 
hinted in a former letter 77 ; grew turbulent 
at home , being elated with their luccefs abi oad 
at Plataea ; fo he agreed to admit them to an 
equal capacity of bearing offices with the three 
rich orders of the Itate, w ho were divided by 
Solon , according to the valuation ol their 
fortunes, and had till then eompofed the fenate 
of four hundred. Hence all orders , contrary 
to the inftitution ol Solon, were promifcuoufly 
blended , aifd the fenate , not being made up 
of the natural ariliocracy, were in name only 
diltin& from the alfemby , but were dwelled 
in faA of all Xeparate authority. The Dema- 
gogues , who were to report matters from the 
fenate , propofed them, not only to the deter- 
mination , but to the debate of the people , 
which to this day maintains tw o oppofue par- 
ties in the city. Indeed the balance of the 
republic w r as never well fixed, fince before 
the expedition of Xerxes it was in danger of 
falling into an oligarchy, as it has now lallen 
into the hands of the multitude. Such effects 
are confequent on two original defers in its 
fettlement: the firft is an unequal diftribution 
of property , whence a flu&uation of power 

77 Letter xiii 
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enfucs ; and the other is an uncertain divifion 
of privileges between the fenate and people , 
in the tranfadion ofbuiinefs, which (]oined 
to the other caufe) produces perpetual {'edition. 
As thefe original faults in the conititution have 
given rife to diforders in the adminiltration , 
lb a very blaniable fault, that took its rife 
in the adminiltration , is like to bear hard on 
the conititution. I will explain it to thee fully. 
Thou knoweft it is the aim of this republic , 
and agreeable to the principles on which it has 
been founded, to extend its commerce, and 
increafe the number of its dependant Bates. 
It is in purfuance of this plan of empire, that 
the youth, when they enter into the ferviee, 
take an oath to improve the dominions of 
Athens to the utmoft of their abilities, “while 
*• there are vineyards and olive-trees without 
“ its limits. ” How often has it fent forth co- 
lonies to build new cities, armies to fubdue 
new countries, and brought home the corn 
of ASgypt , and the fpices of Arabia , in the 
fhips of its wealthy traders ! Thus they have 
raifed a name , which is immortal , and ac- 
cordingly for fome time placed themfelves at 
the head of this country. But bv cruelty to 
thofe who openly acknowledged their power, 
and arrogance over thofe who connived at it, 
they have been forced to contract their views, 
and , inltead of endeavouring to propagate , 
they are now laboring to preferve their 
influence. 

Noble Gobryas , behold Athens and La- 
cedaemon ; the one formed for increafe , and 
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the other for preservation 78 , aCting in con- 
tradiction to the exprefs delign of their law- 
givers , and the genius of their Hates. The 
one drawn into a pofiure of mere defence, by 
its madnefs in profperity; the other betrayed 
into an offenfive war 79 , by its own jealoufy 
and the voice of its allies. Then penetrate 
into the dark abyfs of luturity , and refleCt on 
the ruin of Greece. 

C. 


LETTER CXXIX. 

Oleander to Hippias. 

V 1 h o u art acquainted, doubtlefs, with the 
unbounded liberties taken by this people , in 
cenfuring the condud of their great men. 
When the national vivacity is fuffered to eva- 
porate in words , it feldom breaks out into 
action , and their minifiers are fafe from the 
fevere penalty of a fine, .or the infamy of 
ofiracifm. Some refiraint, however, is to be 
wifhed, notwithlianding it is wifely negle&ed: 
for though a privilege of that kind , thus openly 
indulged, keeps alive the fpirit of liberty, yet 
when carried to its utmofi height, it may dif- 
courage the honefl and able farvants of the 
public, while it makes the proud, the wicked, 

78 See letter cxyiii. towards the couclufion. 

79 ibid. 
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or the ignorant, more irreclaimable , and more 
defperate. Thou knoweft 1 have profeffed, 
ever Cnee my arrival in this city, to converfe 
■with all ranks and profeffions of men in it. 
The ufe I would make of this I need not ex- 
plain to thee , who art as well verfed in the 
knowledge of mankind, as thou art in the 
fentiments and weaknefles of thy brother. The 
merchants are fo confiderable a body in the 
Athenian commonwealth , that it was impof- 
fible for one a<9ing in the double capacity of 
agent for the great king and Hippias ofEphefus, 
to omit a particular application to them. I 
generally walk dow'n to the Piraeus one day 
in the week, where I difeourfe promifeuoufly 
with the various traders of the place, inquire 
concerning the imports and exports, the prices 
of commodities , and the number and cargoes 
of the veflels that come into the harbour , or 
that go out of it. 

I had an opportunity of feeing a remarkable 
infiance of the ruling paffion I have fpoken of, 
on occafion of a report w hich w r as current on 
the quay the other morning , that advice was 
juft arrived of the capture of an Athenian thip 
richly laden , by a Corinthian galley of fome 
force , near Salamis. It was faid to be taken 
in fight of two or three men of war, who were 
fent out by the admiral of the ftate on a cruife. 
I confefs it appeared to me , from the circum- 
fiances of the ftory, that neither the admiral 
nor his officers , much lefs thofe who are at 
the head of affairs , as worthlefs as their cha- 
ra&ers, or as fickle as their meafures may be. 
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had been guilty of negligence ; yet they were 
ecfually blamed, without judgment orhumanity. 
The heat of converfation drew out a friend, 
whom I talked with on this fubje6t, into ge- 
neral reflexions on the profecution of the quar- 
rel, the difirefs of the Athenians, and a molt 
virulent abufe, not only on the prefent, but 
even the late leaders of the affembly. “ I am 
convinced (faidhe) that nothing but a view 
“ to private interelt could have induced Peri- 
“ ci.es to fo hazardous a fiep, as engaging with 
11 the power of all Greece againft usl No pro- 
“ grefs has been made in the war from the 
“ beginning ; and we are removed further 
u from the profpect of peace than at firft. All 
(i poffible calamities are fuffered in Attica; our 
“ enemies infiilt over our waited country, and 
“ never feel the fame inconveniences at home. 
“ Indeed the management is lately turned into 
“ another channel ; yet the face of affairs is 
“ not changed. Obferve how trade , the life 
*' and glory of the Athenians, is in all parts 
M carried on with danger , and in foine pre- 
“ vented entirely. Our intercourfe with the 
11 colonies in Alia is interrupted by the vi- 
“ gilance of the enemy ; our traffic with Aigypt 
11 is at an end. The Hellefpont, the Euxine, 
“ and Aegean feas fwarm with the pirates of 
“ Uve-lelfer iflands, and infeft the paffage of 
11 our '-{hips ; nay, they dare to annoy us in 
“ the! very mouth of the Piraeus: and it is in 
u vain that Athens boafts of its fuperiority at 
u fea,' while our ftrength is either unlkilfully 
“ ufed, or faintly exerted. For my own part, 
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u t think nothing more dcfirable • than peace 
“ to a people that exifts by commerce. In 
“ the mean time , it were worth while for us 
“ to put the adminiltration of the war into 
“ hands that may foon bring it to an end, by 
“ conducting it with activity. ” 

I allure you , it w r as no eafy thing forme 
to flop my friend in the career of his eloquence, 
to which he had given the reins very freely. 

“ If my memory (returned 1) does not fail 
“ me , it was an opinion pretty generally held- 
“ before the war broke out, that the Corin- 
“ thian commerce was increaling fo immo- 
u derately, that Athens had reafon to ehtertain 
il forne jealoufy. It was faid particularly, that 
“ the Corinthians began to; fucceed better in 
“ the importation of cornilhqn this city; and 
“ for that reafon it was even elieemed a for- 
“ tunate circumllance, that holtilities between 
“ the Peloponnelians and your liate were al^ 
u moft in courfe inevitable. Nor was it, I 
tl believe , of little weight in the debates and 
“ refolutions, which brought on the war, that 
u feveral merchants had prefented a petition 
“ to the allembly , requefting them to enter 
“ into fome method of preventing the decay 
“ of the corn trade, which is one of your molt 
“ valuable commodities. At that time it was 
u farther argued , that you would be able to 
“ injure tlie commerce of the Peloponnelians, 
11 more than it would be ppffible for them to 
11 injure yours. Yet you are impatient at the 
u lealt lofs of your own, though it be abund- 
u antly recompe?hfed by the Ioffes of your 
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“ enemy. You were then too fanguine to 
u think of the difficulties that attend a war, 
u and you talk inconfiftently now. You look- 
“ ed upon victory as the infeparable companion 
u of your fleets , and fancied the name of 
“ Athens would awe the ftates of Greece into 
u fubmiffion. Behold how the event differs 
** from the expectation ! The only refource 
tl left for the difappointed is to be angry with 
tl their leaders. For as it is ufual for the un- 
u fuccefsful pilot of a commonwealth to im- 
“ pute the faults arifing from his own impru- 
u dence to ill fortune, fo it is no lefs ufual 
“ for thofe who fuffer in the confequence, 
“ without being concerned in the management, 
u to impute the faults arifing from ill fortune 
“ to a want of prudence. Were I to aCt as a 
u minifter on the theatre of the republic, next 
" to my integrity , I own I would comfort 
u myfelf with this refle&ion , that the wifdom 
“ of THEMrsrocLEs , Aristides, Cimon , and 
“ Pericles , could never fatisfy the body of 
u Athenian merchants. ” 

I am fenfible, deareft Hippias, thou doft 
not think thyfelf concerned in thefe remarks. 
Above indulging the rough petulance of pride, 
or the Ally fuggeftions of ignorance , thou doft 
not fet an extravagant value on thy own im- 
portance to thy country, nor forget to make 
proper allowances for the miftakes of thy go-, 
vernors ; remembering , that they judge before 
the event, and thou judgeft after it. The mer- 
chants who traffic under the prote&ion of the 
great king are much fitter fubjeCts for the 
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eomparifon which poets have drawn in their 
fancy, between the induftry of' bees and that 
of traders , than the merchants of this city. 
The latter imitate the frugal inhabitants of the 
hive in nothing but their attention to wealth; 
and though they contribute a lhare of it to 
fupport their country, yet murmur and repine 
at thofe who difpofe of it ; while the former, 
( agreeably to what curious naturalifts have ob- 
ferved of the fame animals, intent on their 
proper bufinefs, and meddling not with things 
beyond their reach , if the affairs of their ting 
Ihould require it , would lay the whole of 
that wealth with pleafure at the foot of his 
throne. 

C. 


LETTER CXXX. 

Cleander to Smerdis. 

10 Mr fituation obliges me to a conftant 
neglect of Zkrdusht’s inftitutions ; but his 

60 The letters of moral and religious fpeculation in 
Cleander’s correfpondence may be divided , like the 
dialogues of Plato , and the philofophic pieces of other 
•great men of antiquity , into the efotcric and exoteric. 
Thofe which contain his inward dodtrine, are addieffed 
to Orsames; but thofe of the oppoiite turn, to Smerdis. 
In letter ciii. he tells his friend , the young nobleman, 
that “ his fentiments of all the known modes of popular 
“ worlhip are unfettled}” yet here, and in other epiftles 
to the Mage, we find him fcrupulouOy attached to thj 
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cverlafting law fliall prevail in my heart, where 
I cannot make open profeffion of it 1 can 
here give no outward exprqffions of my faith, 
and, to all appearance, am as much an ido- 
later as thofe I converfe with. I dare not fo 
much as put on the badge of our religion, the 
leered girdle. I am eyewitnefs of numberlefs 
iinnecelfary pollutions of the elements ; and 
pafs by, without Ihowing- difguft, fuch abomina- 
tions, as it would ill become me to repeat to 
the holielt of fhe Magi. 1 am fatislied , that 
the precepts of Zerdusht are wife, but cannot 
always be followed. Many righteous Perfians 
die childlefs; yet it feems to be enjoined as a 
duty, that all fhould leave children behind 
them. “ Children (fays the prophet) are a 
“ bridge that reaches to Paradife. How fliall 
" ye pafs over, if ye have provided no bridge? 
u The angel fliall afk every foul, if he have 
" provided children ; if he anfwer no , the 
“ foul that has contributed fo little to fociety, 
" fliall himfelf be left defolate on the banks 
“ of a river , where he fhall fee the frefh 
“ fprings und blooming fruits of Paradife, but 
" fhall never be able to arrive at them. ” 

“ Again, ( faid Zerdusht,) if thou knoweft 
" that a corpfe is hid in the earth , and” fuf- 
ferelt it to lie there, and defile that ele- 
" ment, it fliall be a fcorpion in thy clothes , 


little forms and ceremonies of the religion he profeffed. 
This can be reconciled on no other iuppofition , than 
that he had adopted the double dodriue of his favorites, 
the Greek philofophers. 
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“ and a ferpent in thy bed a precept which 
can by no means be complied with in Greece, 
where it is the cuftoin to bury all tbe dead. 

The planting of a tree is always a prac- 
ticable duty, and very ufeful to pofterity. In 
this particular I have greatly exceeded the 
commandment ; I have a fair garden of fruit- 
trees near E'phefus to teliify it, a long avenue 
of limes in Philemon’s eliate, a riling grove 
of pines in Salamis ; not to mention that 
beautiful olive, which I religioufly planted 
in the peaceful gardens of the Magi. 

I read the books of our prophet ; I thrice 
a day proftrate myfelf to Mithras ; and when 
1 eat I rive fomethin^ to the dors, to remind 
me of the duties of charity. Before I walh , 
or take rnv reft, or go upon bufinefs , or a 
journey, I life the forms prefcribed by Zer- 
dusht: and becaufethefe compliances are very 
imperfect , I foleinnly obferve the feaft of 
Churdad to expiate the neceflary omiflions 
of duty. 1 fubmit with reverence to thy cen- 
fures, Smerdis for the rebukes of a prieft, a 
“ parent, and an inftrudtor, lhall be received 
u with mceknefs, (fays Zerdusht,) for their 
u fervices can never be repaid. ” 

Happy art thou in the receffes of Ba$ria , 
guarded by miniftering genii , who will not 
fuflfer the fufpicion of guilt to reft upon thee! 
Temperance governs thy meals , and fvveet 
fleep attends thy bed. Thou rifeft before 
Mithras, and awaifeft his coining with thy 
fupplications , and lieft proftrate before him, 
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till he has mounted far above the horizon. 
Thou feedeft the facred fires of Balch with 
precious oils, and with odorous flowers and 
fpices, which thou gathered from the garden 
of the Magi. At noon , when thou retire!! to 
thy myrtle bower, thou hymneft the praifes 
of Oromasdes , more melodioufly than the 
Thracian Orpheus, who, they tell us, ap- 
pealed the infernal powers with the mufic of 
his lyre. 

When thou vifiteft thy folitary cave, all 
nature lies open before thee. Thou refledeft 
on the regular change of the feafons that mark 
of an invariable beneficent Providence. Thou 
ftudieft the courfe of the heavenly bodies , 
and comprehendeft in thy capacious mind that 
circulation of time which contains all their 
revolutions. The concave of the heavens thou 
haft delineated on the arched roof of thy 
grotto , and adorned the horizon with the 
emblems of a balance, a rule, and a bridle, 
to fignify weight , meafure , and the guidance ' 
of Oromasbes. 

H. 
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LETTER CXXX1. 

Artaphernes to Cleander. From Sardis. 

T i 

X have lately received an order under the 
imperial fignet , which calls me away from 
this place to affilt in the fupreme council upon 
the vacancy by Megabyzus’s death. The go- 
vernment of Sardis , and the care of the pro- 
vince , are intruded to Pisuthnes during my 
abfence , who w ill find all things in a date of 
perfect tranquillity. Sardis is fo drongly for- 
tified , and its magazines are at prefent fo well 
fupplied, that without that fabulous fecurity, 
to which it truded in ancient times , it may* 
ju/tly be called to this day the key of the 
Lefler Ada ; and a place of this drength in the 
hands of faithful governors will always have 
a great influence over the neighbouring pro- 
vinces. Excufe me, Cleander, if I cannot 
help recapitulating the circurn dances of my 
own life , and the interelting events in my 
family, which have in a particular manner en- 
gaged my affe<5tions to this place. My father, 
Artaphernes, in joint command with Datis, 
revenged upon the Greeks the injury they did 
to Darius , when they reduced this city to 
alhes ; and they have feen it rebuilt by me, 
the grandfon of another Artaphernes , who 
valiantly held out the citadel againfl them j 
while the red of Sardis was in flames. In the 
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old city the houfes were chiefly built of cane; 
which was the occafion that the conflagration 
fpread fo inftantly ; but there are now no 
buildings but of brick or ftone. The forum, 
which w'as originally a noble defign , has been 
in this reign conliderably enlarged. The river 
Padnlus, thou know'eft, runs through the midlt 
of it ; and it takes in a view of the Tmolus, 
with its fruitful vines, and the fprings falling 
down its fides. I have enjoyed here , for the 
greatefl part of my time , a fiate of eafe with 
dignity. When the province of Lydia was 
added to my former government , 1 entered 
upon a more unquiet fcene ; but that lafied 
no longer than to give me an opportunity of 
approving the zeal and fidelity of my conduct 
to Artaxerxes ; and I now leave the province 
with lefs reluctance, lince his fervice requires 
it from me. 

It was refolved*in the council of feven , a 
little before Mf.gabyzus’s death , that a body 
of fixty thoufand choice troops fhould be ap- 
pointed to encamp near Sardis early in the next 
faring. By this the Greeks W'ill be made fen- 
hble , that Perlia is preparing to take a part 
in the Peloponnefian quarrel, and intends not 
to let flip fo critical a conjuncture , as the 
prefent may feern , to cancel the difgrace of 
former treaties. If my advice lhall be of any 
weight in the councils of Perfia, I fhall earneflly 
inlift upon the claims already made being ad- 
hered to , as conditional to our entering into 
a league with Sparta. Xerxes laid claim even 
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to the dominion of Greece; becaufe Peeops, 
a vall'al of his anceliors , had tranfplanted 
thither a colony of the Lydians, and fubdued 
the peninfula , called alter him the i'elopon- 
nefus. 1 will not take upon me to afeertaiu 
his pretenlions; Cnee this happened fo long 
ago as under the old Alfyrian monarchy. But 
of this 1 am fure, that unlef's our p relent de- 
mands be complied with, of a free navigation 
on the Grecian feas, and that Artaxerxes be 
put in full polfellion of the colonies in Alia, 
which are founded upon much more ddenfible 
pretenlions, there can no league be granted to 
Sparta , but by our alliiting that republic on 
very dilhonorable and difadvautageous terms. 

It has been thought expedient, that forne 
experienced officers, who have ferved in Greece, 
lhould review our jiew-raifed forces in their 
winter quarters , and make improvements in 
the military difeipline after the Grecian manner. 
This was wifely fuggelied, and at a very proper 
time , in a letter to Megabyzus. The fatal 
inifcarriages of our undertakings againlt the 
Greeks ought indeed to have convinced us, 
that the arts of war and conquelt are to be 
learnt from our enemies ; a truth, Clean der 
which my father Artaphernes, alter many 
glorious and faithful Cervices , lived to in- 
culcate from his own experience ; happy in 
this at lealt , that the part he acted was always 
great, though the fortune of his liie was various. 

1 much applaud myfelf, Cleander, for 
having recommended thee to the fervice of 
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the great king, who with fuch unwearied dili- 
gence haft watched dver the affairs of Greece. 
1 am not ignorant that , notwithftanding thou 
haft deferved fo well of Perfia, there are fome 
who have fhown theinfelves very infenfible of 
thy merits. But continue to ferve our fo- 
vereign with the fame fpirit and refolution, 
and aflure thyfelf of always finding Arta- 
fhernes in the number of thy molt zealous 
friends. Adieu. 

L. 


LETTER CXXXII. 


Oleander to Gobryas. From Athens. 


I 


was yefterday morning furprifed by a vifit 
from Zopyrus ; and think it my duty , noble 
fcribe , to give thee a recital of the converfa- 
tion , as I know thou art attentive to his be- 
haviour , not only becaufe of thy perfonal 
concern for the family of Megabyzus , but 
becaufe of the confequences of his future rafh- 
nefs or fobriety to thy matter and thy country. 
Thou mayft eafily conjecture, that during my 
frefidence in the palace of my ever- honored 
patron , I had contracted fome acquaintance 
with him , for the fake of his own parts and 
fpirit , and of his relation to that great man. 
I was a good deal ftruck with feeing him again, 
after an interval of many years j and though I 

could 
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could not receive him otherwife than affec- 
tionately, yet, on account of his late pro- 
ceedings , was willing to fhow him a little 
degree of coolnefs and referve. He prevented 
all my queftions, by telling me, that he had 
taken Ephefus in his way from Sufa , and had 
feen my brother Hippias , from whom he learnt 
that we were embarked together in trade , and 
that I was fettled here to carry on that part 
of it which depended on the commodities of 
Greece, while he managed every thing which 
belongs to the traffic of the Eaft. 

As foon as the ordinary compliments were 
over , his countenance , on a fudden , loft its 
gaiety , and affumed an air that befpoke a 
diffatisfied mind. “You may wonder, (faid 
“ he,) if you have not heard my ftoryy what 
4i could draw Zopyrus from the feat of his 
44 friends and kindred , to engage in the com- 
* l pany and projects of bold adventurers; nor 
44 when you have heard it , w r ill there be 
44 room for wonder.” “ It is true, (returned 
* l I,) no man in Athens can be a ftranger to 
41 the chara#er or hifiory of Megabyzus and 
“ his fons ; much lefs can I , whofe curio lity 
41 would prompt me to inquire into , as well 
as whofe gratitude would make me anxious 
41 for, the late of your illuftrious houfe , be 
41 uninformed or uninterelted in its honor or 
“ reproach. ” “ You know then (replied 

“ Zopyrus) all that has paffed fince^the death 
“ of my father; nor would I chufe, by relat- 
41 ing it to you, to trace over in my mind 
a, aa „ 
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“ thofe misfortunes which I with might be for 
“ ever blotted out of my own memory and 
V the annals of polterity. But fuch is the 
“ nature of difgrace , that when it has fallen 
“ upon us , it is perpetually haunting our 
“ thoughts ; fince its imprenions are more 
“ lively and lafiing than thofe of liappinefs. 
“ After the iniquity of Apollonjues was dif-. 

covered and punithed , 1 atked the king to 
u beltow on me the government of Damafcus;' 
u a requeft in which I fancied myfelf fuffi- 
il ciently fupported by my birth and quality, 
“ and my diligence in the army. By means 
u of that fadion which has been long work- 
“ ing in vain to ruin the credit of Megabyzus, 
u it was refufed me ; and though I was civilly 
“ told I fhould one day be remembered, I 
“ regarded it as unbecoming the fon of a mi- 
“ nilier who had deferved fo well for his 
“ abilities , to endure a repulfe without re- 
“ fenting it. In this too I follow his own 
“ example , and approve myfelf the heir of 
“ his virtues, who deferted the fervice of his 
“ prince with the fame zeal , and from the 
“ fame principle , which diltinguilhed him 
u from all others , when he aded in it.” “You 
“ forget (faid 1) one part of your lather’s 
u condud, the moft honorable part of it, his 
“ returning to court and to his duty. Thus 
“ you feem to propofe a very partial imita- 
** tion of him. Forgive me , Zopyrus , that 
“ I take upon me the privilege of a friend, 
“ and advife you to confider well, before you 
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purfuefuchmeafures as may blaft thofe hopes 
which your country has conceived of you, 
and put a reconciliation with Artaxerxes 
beyond your power. I deiire not to enter 
into the l’ecret policy of your fchemes , 
whether they are well laid , and likely to 
fucceed ; or whether they are refined and 
fantaltic. ” “ As to thefe, (anfwered he,) 

be under no concern. ” “ Yes, (replied I,) 

you mult permit me to be concerned for 
your fafety ; nor impute this to an over- 
diffidence ariling from experience, but to a 
well-timed difcretion : for if men in years 
are apt to be flow in refolving , beCaufe 
they think it difficult to corre# the bad 
confequences of imprudence ; remember , 
that youth , miltaking the reverfe of wrong 
for right , imagine their fpirit will make 
amends lor the errors of their judgment. 
In what way did you leave Sufa. ” “ I left 

it (returned he) without defiring an audience 
of leave , or conferring w ith any of the 
minilters. As foon as Gobryas delivered 
me the king’s anfwer, which , I mult con- 
fefs , he did in the molt obliging manner, 
1 went abruptly from court , to feek Ar- 
typhius, my brother, who at that time was 
in the forelt of Nyfa. He endeavoured to 
give me comfort under my difappointment ; 
but I defpifed it with reafon, and told him, 
that I faw the adminiltration of allairs would 
lall into the hands of Terybazus the trea- 
furer , and Bagorazes the cup-bearer , my 
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“ father’s avowed enemies ; that he might ex- 
“ peCt our family would meet with no encou- 
“ ragement from them; and it were well if 
u we did not feel the effeCts of their oppref- 
“• fion. I added , that for my own part I 
“ was determined to be out of their reach, 
“ to court the protection of fome foreign 
“ power, or plant a colony in fome diliant 
u country. Soon after 1 fet out for Athens, 
“ where I looked for an hofpitable reception 
“ from the gratitude of this city to. my mo- 
ther 8I .; and you fee I have found it, and 
“ am thankful lor it. ” 

“ Methinks, (anfwered I,) you were go- 
u verned by a rath jealoufy in mifirufting the 
“ honor of the king , and believing that the 
u craft of any fcrvant could induce him to neg- 
■ u leCt the fons and dependants of Megabyzus. 

How much better had it been for you to have 
* ( waited the leifure of our fovereign ; nor 
u thought yourfelf difgraced in a denial of the 
■ il firtt requeft! You had now been in pofl'etlion 
u of a rich fatrapy , or honored with a mark 
“ of diltindion. in what itate can you exped 
f* to find equal favor or fecurity with that 
u which Sufa can afford you ? And as to 
il founding a colony, you will meet with too 
u many difficulties to make it either fafe or 
4i defirable , and .be attended with too few 
followers , to prevent it from being abfurd or 
t( impracticable. Would not your time have 

8t Vid. Ctef. Fragro. 
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“ been employed more worthily for a young 
“ man, more agreeably to yourfelf, and in the 
“ end perhaps profitably to Perfia, in the pur- 
u fuit of ufeful literature with the fasjes of 
“ Greece and -digypt, in Itudying the fublime 
u doctrines of Zoroaster with the Magi, or in 
“ learning the art of war under the greateft 
u officers of the Ealt , than in hearkening to 
“ the infmuations of flatterers, and following 
“ the counfels of the defperate? Is it not pre- 
** pofterous for a man to put himfelf into the 
“ hopelefs condition of one , who has aban-' 
u doned his country for a crime committed 
“ in it, by flying at the firft unnecelfarily in a 
“ haliy Tally of refentment, and then doing 
li fuch adions as mult banifh him for ever 
“ from it? But at the fame time that I tell 
“ you what different things I expeded from 
“ the innate difpofition to virtue , and ex- 
“ celient underftanding I have long fince ob- 
“ ferved in you , it gives me pleafure to relied:, 
u that you cannot be difgufted at the truth or 
“ the freedom of my cenfures." “ And you 
il would then (replied he.) advife me to re- 
“ turn?” “Without doubt, (faid I;) can 
“ you acl more wifely in refped of Artyphius 
“ and the reft of your relations, (for as to 
“ yourfelf, I will urge nothing farther, as it 
“ is , I am convinced , a conlidcration of the 
“ leaft weight with you,) I fay in refped of 
“ thofe whom you 10 much efteem, can you 
“ ad more wifely, than in making a proper 
u fubmiffion to the court? Will not your 
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l< rafhnefs bring fufpicions upon them , pre- 
** elude the favors of the king, and perhaps 
l( prove at laft their ruin?” “ That is impof- 
“ iible (interrupted he with fome eagernefs). 

Their fuccefs will depend on their own be- 
^ haviour. Cleander , I am never angry 
“ with one who feerns to with me well; but 
u I defire you would neither trouble yourfelf 
nor me any longer on this fubjetft. You 
“ are an incompetent judge of my deligns , as 
u you are unacquainted with them ; and to 
** ftep back , when I am advanced fo far, 
would be both timorous and inconfiltent. ” 
Such was our converfation, noble Gobryas; 
fuch are often the fuggeftions of a generous 
mind, milled by youthful vanity, and unfor- 
tunately betraying its weaknefs, when it means 
to difeover its ltrength. Thus the young Zo- 
jpyrus, incapable of diftinguilhing betwixt per- 
feverance and obftinacy, is bent on nothing 
but ading a confilient part, however indifereet 
a one ; as if uniformity , for the fake of uni- 
formity * Were not a mere imaginary beauty 
in a great character. 

• c. 
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LETTER CXXXIII. 

Charicles to Oleander. 

I Imagine thou wilt not think I enter into 
an unneceflary detail, if, befides laying be- 
fore thee an account of the manner in which 
I executed thy commiffions at Sufa, I enlarge 
my letter with forne particulars of my journey 
thither , and of the ftate in which I found 
affairs at my arrival. 

I had no fooner faluted my father Hippias 
and his family at Ephefus, than I fet out for 
Sardis; where, upon informing Ptsuthnes, 
the governor, that I was fent exprefs to court 
with difpatches from Athens , he gave me 
immediate orders for poft-horfes , and the belt 
guides which the province afforded. Under 
their direction I proceeded forward through 
Phrygia, Cappadocia, Cilicia, Armenia, and 
Aflyria , till I arrived at Sufa , flopping no 
where any longer than was neceffary to take 
refrefhments , and change our horfes , at the 
feveral public ftations, which, by the liberality 
of our monarchs , are ere<3ed in fvich num- 
bers through the provinces for the accom- 
modation of travellers , that ( as thou muft 
have obferved) there are not lefs than an 
hundred and eleven in the road between - 
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Sardis and Susa 8i . Except the inconvenien- 
ces arifmg from the fatigue of fo long and 
continued a journey , it was not difagreeable to 
take a furvey , though a tranfitory one , of 
countries varying in their fituation , nature, 
and manners ; to afcend mountains famous 
for their height and fleepnefs ; to crofs rivers 
which vilit different kingdoms in their pafl’age; 
and to traverfe plains with the peaceful retinue 
of a traveller, where the fate of empires has 
been decided. In particular, I could not 
help being ftruck with the contrail between 
Lydia and Cappadocia. The former entertains 
one with a view of well cultivated extended 
plains, hills crowned with the finelt woods, 
and watered by gentle rivulets. The latter pre- 
fents one with rough craggy mountains, whofe 
lides are worn by the torrents rolling down 
them ; vallies furrounded with dreadful pre- 
cipices, and rivers which, in the rapidity of 
their courfe, overflow their banks, and lay 
walte th’e .country for many parafangs. I met 
on the road the equipages of feveral young 
fatraps , who have commands in the army 
which is to aflemble near Sardis ; and was 
grieved to find , that' the number of covered 
litter's 1 and baggage-waggons , which tend to 

enervate the difcipline of our troops , and 

. • . : 

- viuf. >!•! 

8: . The eredting of poft-offices for the conveyance of 
th^r kjng’s and governor's . difpatches was an inftitution 
of Cy bus's. For a further account of this matter, fee 
Aor.LlN’s’ Ancient Hiftory, vol. ii. 
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retard their motions, was not decreased amongft 
them ; but I have iince heard , that upon the 
representation of Hydarnes , who is appointed 
general of thofe forces , ftriCt orders have 
been iffued to retrench the number of fuch 
magnificent encumberances. On my arrival at 
Sufa , I paid my firft refpeCts to the cham- 
berlain Hydaspes, who, induced by that af- 
fectionate regard which he expreffes for all 
who come recommended from thee , received 
me with open arms , and appointed me a 
lodging in the Spacious apartments allotted 
him in the palace. I was by him introduced 
to Gobryas , whom we found dictating to the 
Scribes about him difpatches to the different 
quarters of the empire. There is a politenefs 
and humanity in the countenance and addrefs 
of Hydaspes , which even at firft light gives 
you a love for his perfon , but the penetrating 
eye and fenfible look of Gobryas , his head 
grown grey in the Service of his prince, and 
the dignity of his whole appearance , infpire 
a refpeCt, not lefs due to the merits of his 
character than the eminence of his ftation. 
That great minifter, after reading your letters, 
and exprefling the Satisfaction he always re- 
ceives from them , entered into conversation 
With me for three hours on the pofture of 
affairs in Greece. During the time it lafted , 
I was doubtful which molt to admire, his 
condefcenfion in hearing me difcourfe upon 
fubjeds wherein he was fo much my fuperior, 
or the extent of his capacity, which prefented 
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every thing to his view ; and the exa<9nefs of 
his judgment , which fullered no particular to 
efcape him unexamined or unaccounted for. 
I find by the idea he has formed of Cleon's 
character, and the quefiions he afked me re- 
lating to him , he thinks that turbulent Athe- 
nian may either be brought over to the Per- 
fian interelt , or at lead made ufe of advan- 
tageoufly , in regard to the great project which 
he has in view, of eliablilhing the tranquillity 
of the empire, by weakening the Grecian Rates 
through the means of one another. He feems 
extremely impatient for the arrival of the La- 
cedaemonian embafly, and apprehenfive that 
if a blow is firuck on either fide before Perfia 
has taken her part in the war, the contending 
republics will conclude a hidden peace: but 
he added , that as the jealoufies which oc- 
calioned this rupture would continue , he 
fcarcely thought it would be durable. I en- 
deavoured , in obedience to thy infirudtions, 
to difcover how far he would comply with 
thy defire of being recalled from thy hazardous 
employment ; but from the manner in which 
he received the hints I let fall , and the una- 
nimous opinion of thy other friends, 1 think 
it by no means proper to prefs that affair any 
farther at prefent. When our conference was 
ended , he told me he hoped the court of Sufa 
would afford pleafures fufficient to detain me 
here fome time; not, added he fmiling , that 
we will keep you as an holtage for your uncle’s 
fidelity ; but iince in two or three months we 


Digitized by Google 


( 

LETTERS. 347 

may Rave occafion to fend him difpatches of 
the highell importance , I would willingly fe- 
cure fo t nifty and expeditious a melfenger as 
yourfelf to convey them. I replied, I Ihould 
expert his permimon and commands before I 
thought of returning to Athens ; and fo took 
my leave. 

Amidft the variety of objects to engage my 
attention here, I have not been unmindful, as 
far as opportunity ferved, to inquire into the 
points which thou gavelt me in charge ; viz. 
the continuance of thy enemies practices, and 
the Itale of parties at the court. As to the 
frit, 1 am well aflu red , that the interelt of 
Gobryas, fo feafonably exerted in your behalf, 
and the expreflions which the king himfelf 
nfed in your favor, were more than fuffieient 
to confound their malevolent defigns. But 
depend upon it, the malice of Teribazus , 
whatever countenance he puts on , is by no 
means diminifhed ; he ltill refents the difap- 
pointinent of his chimerical alliance, which 
he attributes to thy artifice ; and whenever 
his power can fecond his inclination, thou 
art like to feel the effects of his difpleafure; 
fo true is the old maxim , that thofe wha 
commit an injury can never forgive. The ani- 
mofities between him and Gobryas , which 
were carried on with great warmth on both 
fides , are now to all outward appearance 
fubfided, in obedience to the king’s exprefs 
direction , who fent for them into his apart- 
ment, and exhorted them to unite, at this 
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important junclure, in carrying on his fervice; 
“ And if there mult be a contention between 
“ you , (laid the king,) let it be in promoting 
“ fuch meafures as tend to my honor and the 
“ public welfare." 

Your patron is thought to have carried a 
great point in bringing Artaphernes into the 
council of (even , when the interelt of Tis- 
saphernes, malter of the liorfe , was Itrongly 
efpoufed by Teribazus. In few words , I 
take the interefts of thefe two minilters to lie 
thus:. Gobryas is ftrongly fupported by a per- 
fonal fliare in the king’s favor , and the ge- 
neral elteem which the integrity of his be- 
haviour, and his experience in bulinefs , have 
gained him throughout the EaJt. Teribazus 
relies on his addrefs in creating dependants to 
himfelf, his never-tailing management of court- 
intrigues , and the inierelt which he always 
takes care to cultivate with, ibofe ladies whofe 
charms at any time make the deepeli impreffion 
on his malier. Whillt he pays the molt fervile 
court to the reigning monarch , he negle^s 
not recommending himfelf to the future one, 
by the means of Pharnauyas , chief eunuch 
to Xerxes 63 . That young prince affords but 

8J Hiftory confirms the charaders which GHABicr.Es 
gives of thefe princes. Xebxes , who fucceeded his fa- 
ther * reigned but a few days, being affaflinated by his 
brother Sogoianus, after a debauch , in which he had. 
drunk to ex rt fs. The latter ufurped the crown , but 
foon made himfelf fo unpopular by his many ads of 
cruelty V that almoft the Whole empire joined in fupporting 
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a difagrceable profpetft to Perfia. Shut up iri 
the iumolt receffes oi' his palace, lie devotes 
liis whole lile to effeminate pleafures; bellow- 
ing his confidence and bounties on thofe only 
who can heighten luxury with molt elegance, 
and keep his vicious inclinations perpetually 
alive by frefh feenes of debauchery. Alike re- 
gardlefs of the happinefs of nations , w hich 
will one day be intrufied to his care, and the 
wife admonitions of his father, he plunges out 
of one courfe of riot into another , without 
any real inclination to virtue , or even fenfe 
ol fhame. Sogdianijs, the eldeft of the king’s 
illegitimate children , is remarkable for an 
outward generofity and opennefs of temper, 
is fond of manly fports , and affe$s making 
himfelf agreeable to the foldiery ; but thole 
W'ho know him heft , affure me he is a malier 
of the art of diflimulation , and has at the 
bottom a great mixture of brutality and rough- 
nefs. Ochus ft ill continues in the government 
of Hyrcania, where he behaves himfelf to the 
general fatisfa&ion of the people b4 . It is re- 
marked , that the provinces never enjoyed a 
Rate of fuch profound tranquillity ; which is 
attributed , in a great meafure , to the exact 
obfervance of an excellent regulation eftablifhed 
by our ancient monarchs ; viz. the fending of 

the claim of Ochus, who took the name of Dahius 
Noth us, and was one of the wifeft and beft inonarchs 
that ever fat on the Fcrlian throne. Note by the 
Tranflutor 
84 Ibid. 
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infpeitors , of approved jufiice and difcern- 
ment, annually through the empire, to exa- 
mine the behaviour of the governors, and hear 
the complaints of the fubjeits. 

Thus have 1 laid before you the prefent 
face of things in this court, with more freedom 
than vour Perfian friends would venture to do, 
and with an impartiality ( unbiaffed , as 1 am, 
to any lide) which will make amends for the 
other deficiencies of this narration, if I were 
not fenlible how much you prefer “the real 
offices of refpeit to the molt eloquent pro- 
feffions of them , 1 might lengthen out this 
letter by acknowledgments of your kindnefs 
to me at Athens , and the recommendations 
with which you accompanied me hither. Give 
me leave , however , to fay this , that I lhall 
think myfelf unworthy the near relation T 
bear to you, when 1 ceafe making your virtues 
the pattern of my actions, and your inftrudions 
the rule of my conduct. 

P. 


The End of the fxth Year of the Pelopon - 
nejlan TV a r. 

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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